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i | oil and make them forget their Torah? Greece/Syria was a large and great

* | manner. Their deeds draw them closer to Hashem, for every Mitzvah a

the lofty level of the Jewish people, their religion was laughable. They

nation, secure and set in their ways. Why were they so worried and
against the small nation of Israel keeping some of their ancient laws?

R' Eliezer Friedman Shlit'"a answers that the difference between the
Jewish people and other nations is that Bnai Yisroel, through their Torah
and Mitzvos, elevate themselves in a Godly and spiritually exalting

person does on this Earth, increases his spiritual worth in Heaven.

On the other hand, the nations of the world can toil and practice any
and every "religious" custom and it won't affect their character. They
remain on the same spiritual level as they always were, occasionally
digressing even further into unpleasant and even immoral practices.

The Greeks and Syrians understood this all too well and compared to

therefore strove to destroy any vestige of that spiritual beauty and bring
the Jews down to their level - at all costs.
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It is permitted to go outdoors in a ©¥291 M1 on Shabbos while
wearing a belt that has a key on it, provided that the key serves as an
essential component of the belt. For example, if one removed the
swinging tongue of a belt buckle and replaced it with a key, so that the
key is inserted through the hole in the belt when it is buckled, it is
permitted to wear this belt on Shabbos. Similarly, if the buckle is
fashioned in such a way that it hooks onto the key, so that the key holds
the belt in place when it is buckled, it is permitted. It is forbidden to
attach the key to the belt on Shabbos. It must be done before Shabbos.

It is forbidden to wear a belt outdoors with a key attached to it if the
key does not seve to fasten the belt.
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word, the Chozeh said, "You should know that you are descended from
49w Vaw - the tribe of Yissoschar. As to the question of why you
experience what you do on Chanukkah, that is because in the time of the
Bais Hamikdosh, you were a member of the 17 12 - the high court of the
Chashmonaim!" This particular tribe traditionally supplied the Talmidei
Chachomim and scholars who manned the Rabbinical courts during the
time of both temples.

R' Zvi Elimelech was amazed at the incredible intuition and Heavenly
spirit that rested on his Rebbe, and was excited to learn the answers to his
questions. He decided right then that he would name his monumental
work - Bnei Yissoschar - which literally means "The sons of Yissoschar",
due to this fact that he actually stemmed from the illustrious tribe of
scholars, 1owe VAV,
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The Ramban writes that Yosef's brother's response to the question of
why all ten brothers needed to journey down to acquire food, was that
"We are sons of one man" - our father wanted us to foster our feelings of
brotherhood and unity, by being together and travelling together to Egypt.

Yaakov's decision reveals a new dimension in the significance of
™MTNN - unity. However, the journey to Egypt was a dangerous one and
the risks were great. Shouldn't this concern also have prevented Yaakov
from sending nine additional sons beyond the one necessary? Why did he
subject them to needless danger?

R' Henoch Leibowitz Shlit"a answers that brotherly love is not
merely an admirable attribute, but rather, the basis of Torah life and the
cornerstone of Judaism. Loving our fellow man as ourselves is the
fundamental principle of the entire Torah. To encourage this essential
trait, Yaakov deemed it necessary to even put his sons into a situation of
possible danger.
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One must understand: Why did the enemies of the Jews feel it was
absolutely necessary to enact decrees against them, to contaminate their
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The story is told about the renowned Rebbe and Tzaddik, the author of
the sefer Bnei Yissoschar, R' Zvi Elimelech of Dinov ZT"L, to whom
thousands turned for guidance and whose monumental work has become
a classic among Jewish Seforim.

One day during the Yom Tov of Chanukkah, while on his way to visit
his Rebbe, the holy Chozeh of Lublin ZT"L, he began to ponder the
question of which of the twelve tribes of Israel, he descended
from."Why," he thought to himself, "as soon as Chanukkah comes
around, do I always experience a heightened measure of spiritual delight?
It definitely cannot be because I am descended from the Chashmonaim,
for I am not a Kohen. So where, then, does this blissful sweetness
actually come from?"

R' Zvi Elimelech decided that when he reached Lublin and his Rebbe,
he would ask him this question, for the Chozeh - the "seer" of Lublin -
was said to possess the Ruach Hakodesh that enabled him to see from one
end of the world to the other, and he would certainly be able to provide
him with a qualified answer.

He arrived at the great man's house, but before he managed to say a




