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Swna: Obviously, a person can only give of what he has. The
posuk describes Malki Tzedek as "obw 190" - “King of
Shalem,” and then tells how he gave Avraham bread and
wine. Then, it goes back and describes Malki Tzedek as a
"oy P \ND" - “Priest of the Almighty G-d,” and conclydes

that he blessed Avraham. Why? To signify that he gave based
on his position. As a king, he provided food and wine to
Avraham, but as a Kohen, he gave him blessings. Every
person must recognize his talents and stay within his bounds.
Otherwjse, he loses track of who he is. (Kehilas Yitzchok)

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂwy@ )

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"B919 125 N Tmom’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (49)
Learning Halacha. Before we delve into the importance of
learning Halacha and the various methods and levels of how to
do so, it is important to begin with a general topic known as
"WYY TN DY DY - “Learning in order to fulfill (mitzvos.)”
Learning in Order to Fulfill. The concept of mun Sy 7w
"D - “Learning in order to fulfill,” is a form of learning that
is praised highly by the Tanaim () and great rewards of
Heavenly assistance are provided to those who reach this level,
as listed in the Mishna. Even though the simple explanation of
this activity refers to what we call "nwwi> 150", which in fact is
what we discuss in this topic, there is another, more
encompassing, concept that applies to all, or almost all, of the
learning that we do. When a person learns a topic - Gemara,
Halacha, Mussar - just by simply knowing that there are deeper
messages, good middos, and righteous acts which one plans to
apply to his learning, he is considered a "mwy> Sy 15", This
can be his personal mode of serving Hashem, as well as his
interaction with other people, Jewish or not.

Examples: Chumash. We've just recently started laining the
first parshiyos of the Torah, Sefer Beraishis, which focuses on
our Avos, Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov. If one learns each
posuk and detail of their lives with the attitude of >wyn w» 1"
"IN nwyno @) - when will my acts come close to the acts of my
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fathers, he is learning to fulfill. We are all heirs to the qualities that
the Avos put into the DNA of our nation, and as we learn about
them, we can actually see the potential inside of us that we’ve
inherited. Each episode, each posuk and each insight should be a
way where we can improve ourselves in thought, speech and deed.
Examples: Gemara. Even if a person learns a section of
Gemara that is not relevant to Halacha L’maasa, he can still
apply it. Each story in the Gemara is a lesson for us on how to
act. Each expression is a lesson on how to talk. Each logic, proof
and distinction, is a lesson on how to think. Additionally, the
efforts of the Tanaim and Amoraim who toiled for generations to
finalize even one single halacha or middah, gives a student who
learns and sees their toil, an impression of extreme importance
attached to each halacha or conduct. Furthermore, each
Masechta, and often each perek, has its own unique message.
For example, when one learns Masechta Chullin, he is learning
over 140 pages about the sanctity of a Jewish table and how
much detail is necessary just in the preparation of a single piece
of meat (i.e. the knife, who can shecht, how to shecht, which
species are suitable, which defects render an animal #reif, salting,
removing forbidden sections of fat, covering the blood, etc).
Similarly, when one leamns Seder Nezikin, he is leamning the
importance of another person’s money, honesty, his rights as a
neighbor or heir, among many other important and practical topics.
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R’ Aharon Dovid Goldberg shlit’a (Shiras Dovid, Rosh Yeshivah of Telshe) would say:
“omnn M M9y NN - The mitzvah of Bris Milah may have seemed to contradict the compassionate lessons

Avraham Avinu had learned from Hashem. Banishing his son Yishmael, likewise posed a challenge to the humane
teachings of Avraham. And the trial of Akeidas Yitzchak was clearly mirroring the cruel ways of the idol-worshipers. It
literally threatened to terminate Avraham’s foretold legacy through his children, and was in direct contradiction to all
Avraham believed in and stood for. Thus, Hashem prepares Avraham for the impending trials with the instruction to be
‘DM’ - to maintain his unwavering faith in the Almighty, and by doing so he will endure. Firmly cementing our faith
before the challenge arises, is the key to endurance in the most difficult and trying situations.”

Chacham Rabbi Menachem Moshe zt”’l (Ahavat Chayim) writes:

“ONo XD XN YW 0 WD yIN ¥ - The Golus Mitzrayim was foretold to Avraham, as a tikkun for the sin of the
Eitz Hadaas, which came about through 'y’ (eyes), as it says, '©»y> N0 MNN Y. The eye represents the world. The
white of the eye is like the oceans of the world; the black (iris) is the land; the pupil in the center signifies Eretz Yisroel,
the center of the world. Thus, one who sins with his eyes, causes impairment and defect to the entire world.”

A Wise Man would say:

“The past always looks better than it really was. It’s only pleasant now because it isn’t here.” |1 ] '!N'gﬂfﬁjt‘:
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During the bitter days of the First World War, the Turks ruled the Holy Land and signs of war - such as hunger and
epidemic - could be seen everywhere. Worst of all was the forced recruitment of Jewish men into the Turkish army. This
meant almost certain death. The conscripted men were sent by ship to Istanbul, where the English would regularly bomb
the ships, and the soldiers inside would drown. Countless young boys were killed, and those already married left their
wives agunos who could never remarry, since their husbands’ bodies were never found. The situation was very grave.

Under these circumstances, no one wanted to enlist in the Turkish army. Jews and non-Jews alike would go into hiding
to avoid being conscripted. The Turks saw that they were losing the young people, and their soldiers were dwindling from
day to day. Therefore, they issued a decree that any young man found hiding would be sent immediately to the battlefront,
and the person who hid him would be hanged in the square near the Jaffa Gate, so that his execution would be an example
to others. After the Turks actually hanged two Jews, a great fear fell upon all those in hiding.

At that time there was a young man who lived in Jerusalem, named Berniker. He was one of those in hiding, and he was
caught and put in the jail called the “Kishele” in the Old City. It was a well-known fact that the Turkish clerks accepted
bribery, and on Friday afternoon, members of Berniker’s family approached the soldier guarding the jail. Someone gave
the guard half a dinar, and promised to bring Berniker back right after Shabbos. The guard agreed and freed Berniker,
warning him that he must return after Shabbos. Of course, the family had no intention of returning their son to prison and
they heard that many had succeeded in hiding in the orchards of Petach Tikvah, where the supervision of the Turks was
less stringent than it was in Jerusalem. The problem was how to get to Petach Tikvah, since the way through Motza, a few
kilometers from Jerusalem, was filled with Turkish soldiers, and it was almost impossible to pass them without being seen.

Berniker’s sister went to R’ Yechiel Varker z¢”’l, one of the tzaddikim of Jerusalem and proprietor of the Varker
Printing Press, who was exempt from army duty, and asked him to do a favor for her brother, and escort him to Motza,
from where he would somehow find a way to get to Petach Tikvah. Without hesitation, R” Yechiel agreed. “Tonight, at
3:00 a.m. knock on my door and I will go with him. Hashem will be with us.” At the appointed hour, she knocked on the
door. Since it was impossible to travel on the main road without being spotted, R’ Yechiel chose a road that wound up and
down through three mountains on the way to Motza. They successfully passed the first two mountains, but when they
reached the third, it was already morning, and they saw at the foot of the mountain a Turkish officer riding a horse and
leading a whole line of chained prisoners who had attempted to escape enlistment. Instantly, he saw them.

Berniker wanted to run, but R’ Yechiel kept his composure. They had been spotted and there was no point in trying to
run. R’ Yechiel said, “Let us say viduy, since we are both in danger. We will simply ignore him and daven to Hashem.”

They continued walking down the hill. The officer saw them coming, and got off his horse, awaiting their arrival. He did
not know if they were trying to escape or giving themselves up. Berniker was terrified of his fate, the inevitable military
service, but even R’ Yechiel was in grave danger of execution for escorting Berniker, who was evading enlistment. They
continued walking and said viduy perhaps five or six times. R’ Yechiel whispered to Berniker, “Don’t be afraid, and don’t
look at him.” They continued in this manner until they reached the officer, who thought they were engrossed in
conversation. They passed the officer, who looked at them carefully without stopping them, and they continued walking
and saying viduy. It was a miracle! They had walked right past the officer who didn’t say one word to them!

They had proceeded not more than fifty paces, when they heard the officer shout to the long line of prisoners, “Yallah!”
which means “Let’s go!” in Arabic. After walking some more, they realized that the officer had rode over the hill and was
gone. The danger was over. Berniker hugged him and said, “R’ Yechiel, our Sages say, ‘He who saves one life is considered
as if he saved the entire world.’ Please do everything possible to arrive in the Next World with this precious mitzvah intact,

it wi 1” | From “Sheal Avicha V’yagedcha”
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Swn: A man once came to the Rav of a community and
poured out his heart. He recounted all his financial
difficulties, and ended by saying that he had a daughter
who was engaged to be married, but the marriage would
not come to fruition if he would not supply a large sum of
money, a “nadan” well beyond his reach.

The Rav responded with a simple, “And what is it that
you would like of me?” The man replied that he would
greatly appreciate a large donation to help him out of his
financial plight. The Rav responded that it is well-known

that he receives a very meager wage and is not in a position
to help financially. But he can give the man a blessing and
pray to Hashem for his salvation. “Go to the community’s
wealthy donor for financial aid,” suggested the Rav.

The man took his advice and when allowed into the
home of the wealthy man, recounted his situation. The
wealthy man then asked, “What would you like of me?”

The man now responded, “Kindly give me a blessing?”
The rich man laughed. “If you need money, I can give you
that. But why come to me for a blessing? Go to the Rav!”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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When Avraham Avinu and his wife Sarah reached the Land of Canaan, he chose a spot and pitched his tent. The posuk
states: "nonx VY with the letter "n" at the end instead of a ™" as if to stress that Avraham pitched “her tent.” Rashi brings down
a Medrash that he did indeed pitch Sarah’s tent before his own. The Sifsei Chachamim explains that Rashi bases this on a
Gemara (20 10D): “A man must love his wife like himself and honor her more than (honoring) himself.”

My machshava here is that the Torah wants to teach us not only the My (trials) of Avraham, but also a lesson in how to
honor your wife more than yourself. The Gemara in Bava Metzia (\0)) tells us that Rabba would tell Bnei Mechuza: “Honor
your wife so that you will become wealthy.” He quotes the posuk in Lech Lecha saying, "nmaya »vn 07aNY' - “Avraham
became wealthy because of Sarah.” We learn from this that Avraham became wealthy because of the respect he gave Sarah.

‘What connection is there between honoring a wife and becoming rich? A wife works hard for her husband and children and
feels a strong desire to be appreciated. When a husband comes home, compliments his wife and treats her with respect, this
bolsters her self-esteem and makes her feel valuable and important. The Ribono shel Olam rewards the husband that he too
will be blessed with value - monetary value - namely financial success. Avraham Avinu is renowned for the miracles and
nisyonos - the fire, wars, Akeidas Yitzchok - however here, the Torah makes a point of spelling the word "n>nN" to demonstrate
the degree of respect Avraham showed to his wife. We must not focus only on the great things that Avraham Avinu did, but
also on the seemingly “little things” in life, like the proper way to treat a wife and how to honor her more than himself. If we
follow the example he set for us, which begins at home and how we talk and treat our spouse with respect, sensitivity and

consideration, B’ezras Hashem., we will be rewarded with a life of shalom bayis and nachas - and yes, financial success!

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH
(N-2) .. TN IO TATOUMN RN 15 75 DaN O 1 N
t the parsha’s outset, Hashem tests Avraham by comm-
anding him to leave his homeland. The usual method of
testing is a progressive process from easy to more difficult.
What we see here is different. Seemingly, Avraham is now
being tested in a milder fashion than before. The mesiras
nefesh, the self-sacrifice of facing certain death when he was
thrown into a fiery furnace in Ur Kasdim, was a test on a grand
scale. Nevertheless, Avraham Avinu withstood that trial, and
with his success publicly brought honor to Hashem’s name.
Now, Hashem commands Avraham Avinu to leave his
homeland. How do we understand the underlying reason for
this test? If the test was essentially easier than the previous
test of Ur Kasdim, there would be no apparent purpose to it.
R’ Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg z¢’ explains that Hashem
tested Avraham Avinu first with death and then with life. The

test of life is much greater in its potential for success, but also
in its chance of failure. Avraham was saved alive, untouched
by the blazing fires of Ur Kasdim. Then came the test of
change. “Lech Lecha” means to remove oneself from the past
and familiar. He was now challenged to change and grow
completely on his own, this time without the help of miracles.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu demanded that Avraham leave the
familiar surroundings of his home. Hashem’s plan was for
Avraham to wander among strangers in foreign lands. New
situations would unfold because of Avraham’s decision to
obey Hashem’s command. These tests would bring out even
deeper levels of service. Because of the difficulty of this test,
our forefather grew in stature and became a great Tzaddik.

The same holds true for all of us. We all must seek out the
situations that will actualize our latent potential. And when
the inevitable ordeals of life are thrust upon us, we must rise
to the occasion each time. This is the meaning of success.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The words "15 719" are two of the most powerful and instructive words in the Torah. The Cheishev Sofer explains that the

beracha: “I will make you a great nation,” is really an effect of "> 79" which means, “Go to Yourself!” Hashem was telling
Avraham that in order to have a tremendous impact on others, one must have a tremendous appreciation of oneself! Go TO
yourself really means, “Go FIND yourself!” Look inside yourself and see the incredible person that is there. It is a terrible thing
when people do not see their faults, however, says the Rebbe of Karlin z#’, it is a much greater tragedy when a person does not
know his own value! How many people are so busy that they don’t have time to breathe? This is the power of the Satan! He
makes you think you are doing so much when you are missing the point. The way to maximize your potential is by stopping
and appreciating who you are. Only by "5 75" - going to find yourself will you be able to fulfill your purpose in this world.
How does one figure out his essence? Ask yourself: “Who am I"’? It is interesting that the Hebrew word for “T” is ™" If
you break that up, it reads, "5v W' - “My AN.” What is an “AN”? The word ">" means “To Where” - so “AN” is a
destination! "5v X" means MY DESTINATION! Where am I going? What are my dreams and goals? In other words, the real
ME is who I want to be, but only if I take the time to figure out who I really am, can I get there! When we become depressed
and think we are worthless, this is the Yetzer Hara doing the talking. When you feel this way it is an excuse to do nothing! Tell
the Yetzer Hara that you are great and valuable! If Hashem woke you up this morning, it means there is something important for
you to do today! Maybe that important thing is, "1 79" - Go to yourself! Go find your true self! Find out just how precious you
are so that you can use all your talents and abilities to affect the world. Who knows? Maybe a great nation will come from you.




