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as forwards. The inherent message is that charity is a “two-
way-street.”” What one gives will always come back to him,
and he will not lose from it at all. The same goes for other

goes out of his way to do a mitzvah or to help another person.
He may think that he is losing time and money, but in the end
he will see that the opposite is true. He will see the reward for
the mitzvah, and sometimes he will even see it in this world.

mitzvos as well. A person may think that he is losin, when' he
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"wy1p ann i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (73)

Wearing Clothing of the Other Gender. An important aspect
of “Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy” is fulfilling the halachos of
"wa>» NY'. Although this is relevant all-year round, it becomes
even more appropriate to talk about now in the weeks leading up
to Purim. Likewise, the school-play season, which is coming up,
is an especially challenging time for this. The Torah states ():
PPON T NN D NYR NHNY 12D WA XY NWR DY 12999 7o N
"MON WY 92 - “A garment of a man shall not be worn by a lady,
and a man cannot wear the garment of a lady because those who
do are an abomination to Hashem your G-d.” Many people think
that this solely refers to wearing clothing but in truth, this issur
also includes certain actions which are done by the “other
gender” i.e. a man removing white hairs. As a result, it is
necessary to discuss it in depth and fulfill all of its laws carefully.
Reason. The Chinuch () writes that the reason for the prohibition
of "¢a» N is because it can lead to immorality. This may be
understood on two levels: If one can disguise oneself as a member
of the opposite gender (by dressing like them), this creates obvious
opportunities for immorality and untoward behavior. Even if one
wears only one garment of the other gender and one’s true gender
is clear and obvious, it is still prohibited 3) because there exists a
preventive extension of the issur that holds people back from
coming to a complete disguise; or, because any similarity in dress
is almost certain to cause a certain amount of co-mingling.
Children. Of course, a Jew may not feed non-kosher food to a
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young child, even one below the age of chinuch; even when the
child has no intelligence at all. This is true for all prohibitions of
the Torah. For example, one may not bring a baby Kohen into a
building in which a dead body lies. Similarly, the Minchas
Yitzchok @ rules that one is not permitted to dress a small child
with garments of the opposite gender. A young boy may not
wear clothing made for a young girl and a young girl may not
wear clothing made for a young boy. Baby clothing (“stretchies”
and the like) are made for both genders and are permissible,
however, articles of clothing that are clearly made for one gender,
like certain pink garments which has universally become a girl’s
color, it seems from the Chochmas Adam () that it is prohibited.
R’ Moshe Feinstein zt’1 is lenient with “‘very young children” and
to understand his opinion and determine an approximate age for
the issur to begin, one must learn his words in depth in Igros
Moshe ). Children on Purim will be discussed in a future issue.
Dual Gender Items. The leniency of an item that has no
indication that it is made for any gender, is not just applicable to
children. Adult items, such as certain scarves, sweaters, socks etc.
that are easily wom by both genders, men and ladies alike, are not
forbidden. However, as soon as color, style, design, or other
miscellaneous indicators (such as type of buttons, patterns, etc.)
make it obvious which gender it is made for, it becomes prohibited
to wear. In the above permitted cases, if a man owns or wore a
garment, that does not automatically make it a “man’s garment”
and a lady can wear it since there is no gender indication.
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Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT”’L (Likutei Sichos) would say:
“OnwYal Yy 1939 N NN NN Y Spwin 8Ny’ - The half-shekel was given by Klal Yisroel to atone for the sin of

the Golden Calf worship, which constituted a denial of the Almighty G-d and a separation from true G-dliness. The
rectification for this hideous sin is a reunification of G-dliness, and true unity with Hashem is possible only when
man comes to the recognition that he himself is nothing, only a half. Only Hashem is whole - perfect - and the only
way a man can attain a measure of His wholeness is to connect and be united with Hashem.”

Reb Yossel Biller shlit’a would say:

“The Parsha of "1 999" in Parshas Ki Sisa is unique in that it is the only one in the entire Torah that is lained for
three separate aliyos: Kohen, Levi and Yisroel. On the second day of Chol Hamoed Pesach, we begin the kriah with
it and the first aliya goes to a Kohen. On a Taanis Tzibbur (fast day) when we read ">roY, this parsha is lained
second, the aliya of the Levi. On Shabbos Parshas Ki Sisa, it falls out in the fifth aliya, that of the Yisroel.”

A Wise Man would say:
“If you have faith, you will have a successful life. Always remember that the Lord gives, gives, gives and
forgives, while a human being gets, gets, gets and forgets. So be thankful in life.”
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One of the eleven spices that comprised the Kefores (incense), which was offered every morning and afternoon on the
Mizbeach in the Mishkan and Bais Hamikdash, was known as "n2on" (Galbanum). Galbanum has a very offensive odor. Yet,
as Rashi explains, this spice is included with the others in order to teach us that when Jews gather together to pray, even those
who are sinners must be included. When we stand before the Almighty and plead for mercy, we do not exclude any Jew. If
we expect to be shown mercy and compassion from our Father in Heaven, we must be sure to include all of His children.

In his book, Portraits of Prayer, Rabbi Eliezer Abish tells a story about the Belzer shtiebel in Montreal, which purchased a
property next door to it in order to expand and perform some badly needed renovations. Always pleasant and considerate with
their neighbors, they were quite surprised when one of the gentile neighbors down the block was adamant in his opposition to
the shtiebel’s proposed expansion. The fellow was so adamant that he even managed to rally a few other neighbors to oppose
it before the city planning board as well. He worked ceaselessly, doing anything and everything in his power to halt the
project. He even hired a lawyer and sued in court to block the city from granting any permits, forcing the Belzer kehillah to
retain a lawyer of their own. The man was smugly satisfied when the city did indeed agree to delay granting the permits to
allow more time to study the construction application and the repercussions it might have on the neighborhood.

Concerned that they would be denied the permit, two prominent members of the kehillah traveled to Eretz Yisroel and
apprised the Belzer Rebbe, R’ Yissachar Dov Rokeach Shlit’a, of the situation. They explained to him what was going
on and how they were concerned that the nasty neighbor might win the case. The Rebbe listened intently and then gave
them a heartfelt beracha assuring them that the shtiebel would be successful with the application and “they would yet be
able to daven and learn in a beautifully expanded and renovated beis medrash.”

One day, after the antagonistic neighbor delivered a fiery rhetoric against the shtiebel expansion, explaining how
detrimental it would be for the neighborhood, and painting a very unflattering picture of chassidim and Jews in general in the
local press, he walked into his home, together with a few like-minded rabble-rousers. They had gathered to discuss the day’s
events and plan their next move. The instigator was proud of how far they had come and he began walking up the steps to his
front door. When he reached the top step, he suddenly collapsed. His friends quickly rushed to help him and an ambulance
was summoned. It took a while to arrive, but in the end, it did not really matter as the man was pronounced dead at the scene.

For the Belzer community, it was a day of rejoicing as the lawsuit was dismissed once the plaintiff died. The kehillah
was granted the permit and expanded the shtiebel. Indeed, it blossomed into a beis medrash full of Torah and Tefillah.

A number of years later, a different neighbor that had recently moved into the neighborhood began making problems for
the shtiebel. He would call the police to complain about the noise and he would often stand outside the shtiebel with a camera,
taking pictures of people congregating on the sidewalk on Shabbos morning or the shul sukkah protruding a few inches from
the driveway onto the pavement. He seemed to always be there with his camera and he continuously sent pictures and his
written complaints to the city and to the press. What made this situation particularly upsetting was the fact that this man was a
Jew himself. Not observant by any stretch of the imagination, but a Jew nonetheless. Soon, the situation became intolerable
and so, once again, two members of the community went to consult with the Belzer Rebbe and receive advice on what course
of action should be taken. After explaining the situation in great detail, they mentioned to the Rebbe how a few years
previously, they had a similar issue with an antagonistic neighbor and how the Rebbe seemed to take care of him.

“This man is a Yid?” the Rebbe asked in shock. “Chas v’shulem! One never wishes harm, for any reason, on another
Jew.” The Rebbe then commented that the Jewish neighbor should merit to understand the value and importance of a shul.
To their surprise, or maybe not, a few weeks later, this unfriendly Jewish neighbor sold his house to a Belzer chassid and

moved away. The deeper lesson, however, was not lost to the kehillah. A' Jew, regardless of the sins he commits, is still a Jew.
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S5w: A Russian fellow once related a story to R’ Sholom
Schwadron zt”l. “T was in Russia when Czar Nicholas and
his family was assassinated. I remember it well. I worked in
the Russian Diamond Exchange and was profiting nicely.

“One morning, as I was on my way to work, I was stopped
by a fellow Jew who said he had Yahrzeit and needed a tenth
man for a minyan. But when I followed him inside, I saw he
needed a lot more men. I was going to leave but he begged
me to stay and I did. I decided that I would be late for work
and lose money but it was for the sake of a mitzvah.

“After davening, I headed toward the Diamond Exchange.
When I was a few blocks away, a friend of mine ran over to
me and screamed frantically, ‘Quick run for your life! The
Communists are taking over, the Exchange is being looted.
They are murdering people, especially killing Jews!’

“I ran and hid for a few days and, as you can see I was able
to get out of Russia. I thought I was losing money because of
the mitzvah, but it was the mitzvah that saved my life.”

Swn: The Baal HaTurim notes that the word "am' (“he
shall give”) is a palindrome, the letters can be read backwards
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Why didn’t Moshe Rabbeinu break the luchos immediately when Hashem told him that Bnei Yisroel made an Egel? Why
did he wait to come down from the mountain with the luchos and then decide to break them? My machshava here is based on
the words of the Kotzker zt”l who explains the posuk: (¥0-nN> ©127) "NNNWYA "N NN NTaY N9 WX NNN' - A person does not
deserve severe punishment, curses and fochacha just for not serving Hashem with simcha. Rather, his punishment is for
something much worse. It is because he does aveiros, he performs his "n7ay 5" (not serving Hashem) "nrnwa" - with joy and
happiness. It’s not enough that he is sinning - he is happy about it! When that is the case, then severe punishment is due.

When Moshe heard that Bnei Yisroel made an Egel, he was not ready to destroy the special luchos that were crafted by
Hashem Himself. He loved his nation and thought that the people would still do Teshuvah. However, when he came down and
witnessed not only the "2)y" but also the "m> " - that the "nTay N> of the people was done with so much "nnnY" - so much gusto
and joy, with singing, dancing and immorality, he knew there was no Teshuvah. He had no alternative but to break the luchos.

It is interesting to note the ">n21p" here. The Torah writes, "y Tow»' - Moshe threw down the luchos “from his hand.” It
is read, however, " oW’ - he threw it down “from his hands” in plural. Chazal tell us that the first five of the Aseres Hadibros
are oY 07X 2 (between G-d and man). The second five are y»an> o1~ y2a (between man and his fellow man). When Moshe
saw that the people were sinning against Hashem, he thought that only the first half of the luchos should be broken, thrown down
from one hand. But when he realized that the luchos are "©™ay" (connected) and one half cannot exist without the other, he
immediately threw down both halves from both of his hands - "»73". This is an important lesson for us in life. It is impossible to
serve Hashem only halfway. It must be with ©0Yp15 O 2 and y92nD 07X 2 - and vice versa. They must always be connected!
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same “erev rav” dancing wildly around their Golden Calf.
What if one of the neighbor’s kids was playing with your

The initial response of the Jewish people the moment
they beheld the Golden Calf was, “This is your G-d,
Israel.” The question is, who is speaking to whom? The
Jews are telling the Jews that this is the Jews’ G-d?

Rabbi Rephael Leban shlit’a (Torah Today) answers
that the Torah tells us that Moshe allowed a ‘mixed multitude’
of Egyptians to escape with them when they left Egypt. It was
these outsiders - the “erev rav” - who clamored for an idol,
created it, and then encouraged the Jewish People to accept
it. They said, “This is your G-d, Israel.” They told the Jewish
people that Moshe was overdue to return and lost. He said he
would be gone forty days and nights and on the fortieth day
he did not return. They based themselves on a mistake, since
Moshe had not meant to include the day of his ascent in the
count. He came down the next day - only to find these very

son and told him, “Your parents only said not to put metal in
the electric socket when they’re around. When they’re gone
it’s a great idea!” The influence of an outsider can often lead
good people to make bad mistakes. Bnei Yisroel served an
idol because of this influence. Makes it a bit easier to under-
stand how G-d’s original warning could have worn off so fast.

The building of the Golden Calf is a tragedy that
irreparably affected the course of Jewish history. In every
generation that we suffer tragedy and misfortune, in some
small measure, it is because of that grave error. In every
generation, we must be vigilant about the external influences
on ourselves and on our people, lest they come from foreign,
corrupt sources. And we must be forever resolute that the
mantle of Jewish leadership remain in the hands of Moshe
and his Torah, without the intermediary of a Golden Calf.
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Chazal tell us that one who is berated and does not react (¢, a hundred bad things will pass over him and not affect him

(3 y7719). R’ Avigdor Miller zt”] remarks that the key to man’s success in this world is not to become excited from what
people say. Rashi comments that the word “Adish” comes from the word “Dush” which means to overlook a grievance and
not make an issue. In other words, hurtful comments should be completely ignored as if they were never spoken. One
should train himself not just to overcome his anger, but to act as if nothing happened at all!

There is also a flip side, says R’ Miller. One should listen very carefully when one is being rebuked because normally
people just flatter one another and no one really tells the truth. Getting rebuke is a wonderful way to finally hear the truth
about oneself! Only when one gets angry and blurts out the way he feels about you, can you learn the truth and work on
improving yourself! (Didn’t you always know that “vitamins” are GOOD for you? You just have to know how to take them!)

So what should you do when someone starts letting you have it? Ignore or listen carefully? The answer is BOTH! One
should turn off his emotions and use his intellect to be honest with himself. Is there any truth to what is being said? Perhaps
what this person is saying is the truth! Of course, it’s hard, but maybe you can try to remove yourself from the picture and
pretend someone else is being screamed at. This way you will not take the harsh words personally and rather use your logic to
ignore the barbs, internalize them and then act! Remaining silent and accepting rebuke when appropriate demands tremendous
humility and self-control. Mind over matter, this is truly the key to a person’s success in this world.




