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stands, even the perfectly righteous cannot stand."

Hashem designated a special status for the Chatos and Ashom
offerings, and called them ow1pn w1p - Holy of Holies, even though
they were not completely consumed on the Mizbeach as the Korbon Olah
was. The reason for this is that Hashem did not want the Ba'al Teshuvah
to think that he was being excommunicated and far from the level of the
Tzaddikim, because of his sins. He is now drawn closer to Hashem and
Hashem considers him as if he has never sinned.

Writes the Abarbanel, the Gemarah is referring to the World to
Come, when saying that one who repents stands on a level where even
the righteous cannot stand. They have already tasted sin and still, they
nevertheless keep away from it. In order to demonstrate the extra love
that Hashem shows the penitents, He refers to their offerings - the Chatos
and Ashom - as being Holy of Holies, just like the Korbon Olah, which is
completely burned on the Mizbeach, for Hashem.

For the same reason, the Korbon Minchah is also called Holy of
Holies, to show the poor people that their sacrifice is important to
Hashem even though it has a small monetary value.
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It is permitted to put together two halves of a torn page, since any torn
letters are generally recognizable through looking at one half of the page,
and putting the halves together merely makes the page easier to read.
However, if one knows that there are some unrecognizable letters, one
may not put the two halves together to read the letters. Generally, though,
one need not be concerned that there are unrecognizable letters.

One should not put together a jigsaw puzzle of any size on Shabbos,
since one forms pictures by combining the pieces. So, too, it is forbidden
to arrange magnetized, molded letters on a metal board, or draw pictures
on boards that use magnetized dust (Etch-a-sketch, etc.). This applies
whether the magnetic dust is moved by a hand-held instrument or a
metallic piece that is controlled by knobs.

For information, sponsorship or dedications, call 914-362-4380.




differentiate between the place of the (Korbon) Olah and that of the
Chatos." Chazal is explaining to us that the actual spot in the Mishkan
and the Bais Hamikdash where one would slaughter a Korbon Chatos is
no different from the spot where a Korbon Olah is brought, so that a
person who committed a sin and is required to bring a Chatos offering
should not be embarrassed to stand in public and atone for his sins. For
that same reason, when we daven Shemonah Esrai, Chazal felt it
necessary to insist that we do it silently, so as not to publicly embarrass
those sinners who now stand and pour out their hearts in supplication and
confession of their sins."

R' Mordechai the Chazan looked at the Chozeh and in a self-mocking
tone said, "Now, if the whole purpose of davening silently is not to
embarrass those sinners who are confessing their sins, when the Chazan
sings out the Tefillos in a voice so loud that it can't be missed - 1s it any
wonder then that he is regarded as a Na'ar and an unwise person!"”
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Chazal tell us in Mesechta Menochos (°p) that whoever studies the
Laws of Korbonos is considered as having brought the Korbonos. Our
sages further teach us that the Korbonos atone for the sins of man because
by bringing a Korbon, man exposes in public the sin he has committed,
and he is ashamed and humiliated by his past transgression. In this
manner he is brought into the folds of repentance.

Unfortunately, says R' Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"L, in our day (and
this is going back some 200 years!), the learning of Torah is also
considered as something to be ashamed of! One who discards the worldly
elements and devotes his life to Torah study, is considered by others as a
"Batlan" - one who wastes his time and cannot even make a living! Thus,
by learning Torah, one can also atone for his sins!
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The Gemarah in Brochos states "In the place that a Ba'al Teshuvah
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In the old Polish town of Stavnitz, there was a well known Chazan
who davened in the central Shul and who also possessed a sharp wit. R’
Mordechai the Chazan, was the brother of the Rebbe, R' Meir'l of Apta
ZT"L, and was a regarded as an inspiring and beloved figure in the
community.

It happened once, that the great Tzaddik, the Chozeh of Lublin, R'
Yaakov Yitzchok Hurvitz ZT"L, was passing through the town of
Stavnitz and happened upon the renowned Chazan. The Chozeh spoke to
him for some time and then in a moment of jest, asked him, "Tell me, my
dear Chazan, why is it that the "Velt" (world) considers a Chazan to be an
unsmart person - a Na'ar?"

R' Mordechai didn't flinch. In an even tone, but with a twinkle in his
eye, he responded, "The Gemarah in Sotah (: 29) tells us "What is the
reason why it was instituted to daven (Shemonah Esrai) quietly? In order
not to embarrass the committers of sins, for the Torah does not




