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of those eyes ... because not long ago, they were my eyes!
Swn3: The Torah prohibits inflicting a blemish (©w) on
another person, and one who does so must pay for the value
of the injured limb. But there is a greater lesson to be learned
from here. Even a non-physical blemish, even one who hurts

ATREs IO, FRDPY 15T e L AN

Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (29)
The Mitzvah of Tzitzis (cont.). Last week we explained a
very relevant halacha that the Bach (Bayis Chadash of R’
Yoel Sirkis ZT”’L) stresses (1) regarding three individual
mitzvos: Tzitzis, Tefillin and Sukkah. He writes that by other
mitzvos, the only intent that a person is required to have, is to
fulfill the actual mitzvah. However, specifically by these
three mitzvos, one should have the additional intent of the
purpose of the mirzvah. Regarding Tzitzis, the purpose is to
have in mind that one is wearing these special strings in order
to remember and do any of the 613 mitzvos that he is
obligated to do, or that come his way.

Missing the Special Kavana. If one did not have the special
kavana (intention) in mind and just had the same kavana as
he has by other mitzvos, does this invalidate the mitzvah?
There are two opinions about this. The Bikkurei Yaakov 2)
holds that the mitzvah is invalid without the special kavana.
However, the Pri Megadim (3) disagrees and says that even
though missing this intention leaves some Torah void in the
fulfillment of the mitzvah, nevertheless the basic mitzvah is
still valid. The Mishna Berura « rules like the Pri
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another psychologically, must realize that he or she is respon-
sible and potentially liable. An “eye for an eye” is a premise
whereby one person robs another of an ability or potential
that he or she may have enjoyed. How careful one must be
with the feelings of others - their future may be in your hands!
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Megadim. One should set aside in his mind a few moments
daily as he wraps his Talis around himself to think about this
unique kavana.
Tefillin. By the mitzvah of Tefillin, the special intention that
one must have is: “I am having in mind to fulfill the mitzvos
of Tefillin (¥x191 P Yv) in order to remember the following:
1) To subjugate my heart and mind to the service of Hashem.
2) The Exodus from Egypt (Yetzias Mitzrayim) and its
miracles that show the power and domination of the
Master of the World over heaven and earth
3) To minimize one’s worldly pleasures (to increase the
intensity of his serving Hashem). (5) A good time to think
about this is while winding the Tefillin straps around one’s
arm, since during this time, one is not permitted anyway to
talk to others, to answer, or to daven.
Sukkah. By the mirzvah of Sukkah the special intention is: “I
am fulfilling the mitzvah of Sukkah in order to remember, in
general, the Exodus from Egypt, and the protection we, Klal
Yisroel, enjoyed from the 250 "y - Hashem’s clouds of
glory. The ideal time to think about this is before or after
saying the beracha of N1 2v).
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Rabbeinu Yehudah HaChassid ZT"’L (Sefer Chasidim 155) would say:
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“When the evil inclination to violate a transgression becomes overpowering, Heaven forbid, imagine that you
lived during a time of persecution, when the halacha demands that one must suffer all suffering, even death, in order
to avoid violating this sin. You would suffer it all for the sanctification of the Name. If so, then certainly this power
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of the evil inclination is not such a big thing!

R’ Yerucham Levovitz ZT”’L (Daas Torah) would say:

“Regarding the prohibition against a kohen coming in contact with a dead body, the Torah teaches us a general
lesson that applies to everyone, not merely the kohanim. A Jew, no matter who he is, may not conduct himself like a
gentile. He may not imitate their lifestyle in terms of mode of dress, song, etc. One who observes Torah and mitzvos
belongs to the nobility, which demands a higher standard; one should speak with more refined speech, dress in a
dignified manner, maintain a little more controlled behavior. A yeshivah student is of a special stature, and must
therefore protect this stature with extra care. There are places where he must never be seen; he may not walk around in
any type of clothing. This message applies as well, and perhaps especially, to parents. You are great and noble in the
eyes of your children. Ensure to maintain proper, controlled behavior, so that your stature is not belittled in their eyes!”

A Wise Man would say:

[Mazel Tov to Moshe Aharon
“Holding a grudge against another person is like letting someone hve rent free in your head.” andTar}rllaraBlfotﬂderonthe
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The commandment of "sx» TOONWIPN - “I shall be sanctified among the children of Israel,” is a specific edict
to publicize the greatness of the Jewish faith, and thus the Torah’s directive is that it must be done even at the expense of
one’s life. True Kiddush Hashem (Martyrdom) establishes the veracity of Emunah B’Hashem - belief in the Almighty,
more dynamically than in any other manner, since one must accept the Torah as absolute truth in order to be martyred for it.

The mere mention of the name of the Tzaddik, R’ Sholom Eliezer Halberstam ZT’L HY”’D, the second youngest son
of the holy Sanzer Rov ZT”’L, still evokes awe and reverence in those who remember him. He was a saintly figure who
lived for the Jewish People and his many followers from the town of Raczfert and beyond, loved him dearly.

When the accursed Nazis came to power and began to implement their “Final Solution” against the Jewish people, R’
Shulem Leizer’l, as he was affectionately referred to, did his utmost to save his people from the decree of destruction that
had been decreed in Heaven. Many witnesses who spent the last Rosh Hashanah with R’ Shulem Leizer’l in Raczfert, in
1943, recall that right before the blowing of the shofar, he cried out in obvious anguish, “I see harsh judgments and a
terrible Divine decree. Let us recite together the psalm ‘My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?’”

Soon after the Nazi occupation of Hungary, in March 1944, the Germans began herding the defenseless Jews into
detention centers and ghettoes. On the last day of Pesach, they rounded up the Jews of Raczfert and transported them to
nearby Nirdhaus. R’ Shulem Leizer’l, then over 80 years old, was taken together with his immediate family and a number
of his grandchildren. Many desperate attempts were made to try to save R’ Shulem Leizer’], but he refused to leave his
family and his beloved community, saying, “I dwell among my people.”

R’ Shulem Leizer’l and his Rebbetzin were eventually deported to the Auschwitz death camp. They were packed into
cattle cars with no room to stand and little air to breathe. The Rebbetzin, already in a weakened state, succumbed to her
fate on the train; R” Shulem Leizer’]l was taken from the platform and sent directly to the gas chambers.

All the Jews were ordered to undress and leave their clothing in the outside waiting room. The Nazis attempted to trick
the unknowing newcomers into believing that they would get back their clothing and possessions once they have been
sanitized in the showers and deloused. But few Jews fell for this misinformation. They knew what was awaiting them.

As R’ Shulem Leizer’l watched the other prisoners undress, his thoughts centered on what he must do before leaving
this world and how he could do it in the utmost state of purity. He motioned to one of the Jewish kapos on duty.

“Please,” he asked “allow me go inside with my shirt, my 7zitzis, and my Koppel (Yarmulke). I cannot possibly offer
myself up as a sacrifice to the Almighty G-d in an unholy state of impurity.”

The guard hesitated. Before the war, he had revered R’ Shulem Leizer’l, as most Hungarian Jews did. He knew and
recognized him as the Tzaddik that he was. But his request was impossible. It was unprecedented. No one had ever
disobeyed the Nazi order of total undress. Why, he himself would be risking his life to allow anyone to enter the gas
chamber wearing even the slightest shred of clothing.

R’ Shulem Leizer’l saw his hesitation and leaned forward. The kapo came closer and R’ Shulem Leizer’] spoke softly.
“I promise you,” he whispered urgently, “if you do this act of kindness for me, you will survive the war.”

The guard was visibly moved by these words and he acquiesced. R’ Shulem Leizer’l was not forced to remove his shirt,
Tzitzis and head covering - perhaps the only Jew in the entire war who went into the gas chambers with clothes on. R’
Shulem Leizer’l even asked for and received a bit of water to wash his hands.

On Wednesday, June 17, 1944 (17 Sivan, 5704), R’ Shulem Leizer’l gave his life Al Kiddush Hashem. The Tzaddik

went to his death with dignity. This Jewish kapo was the only one of his group to survive the war.
T 93T eh ben
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Swn: A blind woman was married to a man who loved her
and was totally devoted to her well being. He took care of
her every need and would do anything for her happiness.

He put his wife’s name on a list for eye transplants but was
dismayed to learn that it could take up to twenty years before
her name would reach the top of the list. He was heartbroken.

A month later, the husband came home all excited. “It’s a
miracle,” he told his wife, “You’re next on line! They
found a donor just for you!” She was overjoyed knowing
that she was finally going to get eyes. He was thrilled.

She had her operation and it was a success. She could see!
The first thing she did was turn to her loving husband, only to
discover that he was blind! Shocked, she tried to take care of
him as best as he she could, but in her eagerness to see the
world and all the things she had never seen before, she began
to resent her blind husband who could not participate.
Eventually, the marriage fell apart and they got divorced.

The day he moved out, he left a note on his ex-wife’s bed.
It read: “T still care for you and I respect your decision to
divorce me. But do me this one favor; please take good care
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Kohanim are obligated in many more mitzvos than their
fellow Jews. They must serve in the holy Temple and must
keep themselves sanctified at all times. Thus, their inherent
kedusha (holiness) is greater as well. The Zohar teaches
that the world is filled with supernatural “shells” (klipos),
which embody the spiritual forces of impurity. They are
attracted to kedusha and gain their “sustenance” by latching
onto the sparks of holiness that exist in people. Thus, the
holier a person is, the greater his danger of being attacked
by these klipos and the more vital his obligation to protect
his sanctity. Since Kohanim have more kedusha, they must
avoid becoming contaminated by exposure to the klipos
which exist in great amounts in a dead body.

Sefer Aliyos Eliyahu records an incident in the life of the
Vilna Gaon ZT”’L: The Gaon and his brother went to visit
the gravesite of their mother. When they left the cemetery,
the Gaon remarked to his brother, “Did you see how happy
our mother was to see us?”” His brother looked at the Gaon
in amazement, because he had seen and felt nothing at all.

A few days later, the Gaon met his brother and told him,
“Ever since we went to our mother’s grave, I have deeply
regretted it. All I’ve had is misery and sorrow from that
visit.” His brother was again stunned and asked, “I thought
you said that our mother was so happy to see us!”

“That is true,” said the Gaon, “but as for me, going into
the cemetery has been very (spiritually) damaging.”

R’ Avraham Pam ZT”L writes that the reason for the
Gaon’s misery is explained in his Iggeres HaGra, the
famous “Letter” which he wrote to his wife and children
while en route to Eretz Yisroel (He never made it there). In
this letter, he warns his family members to avoid going to a
cemetery unless absolutely necessary because the klipos are
very powerful there and can inflict much spiritual damage. A
Jew - any Jew - must always preserve his inherent kedusha.
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The Torah introduces the parsha of the mekalel
(blasphemer) by saying "N¥»" - he went out. Rashi cites
Chazal who explain that the mekalel “went out” defeated
from the beis din of Moshe Rabbeinu where he had gone to
press his case for a place in the camp of Shevet Dan. The
mekalel was the son of a Jewish mother and an Egyptian
father. This mixed lineage left him on the outside looking in.
Angry that his petition was turned away, he blasphemed and
cursed the Name of Hashem. The shocked people around him
seized him and held him in “prison.” They were conflicted and
unsure of how to treat him: should Torah law be applied to
this half-member of Klal Yisroel? Should an individual with
an Egyptian father suffer the same penalty as a full Jew?
Finally, Hashem clarified to Moshe that he did indeed
deserve the death penalty, after which the people stoned him.

The Radomsker Rebbe, R’ Shlomo Rabinowitz ZT”’L
(Tiferes Shlomo), explains that when the Torah writes W»"
"mnma - “they contended in the camp,” it does not mean the
mekalel’s dispute took place in public view; rather, the public
itself was torn by the issue. Where there once a total commit-
ment to Toras Moshe, there was now, in the eye of the
public, two views: that of Moshe and that of the mekalel.
Many believed that what he contended was the truth and
could not understand why he was being cast away. What
once would not have been given a passing thought was now
deemed a view to contend with, even if ultimately rejected.

The idea of stoning the mekalel in public was not simply
about meting out punishment to a wrongdoer. It was a
fulfillment of "J29pn y9n WA - destroying the evil
"7279pn" - from inside of you. This concept is about
uprooting wrong ideas that take hold after exposure to a
“mekalel” or any other negative influence. Once the
mekalel and his corrupting influence was removed, once the
seeds of doubt and confusion were removed, the nation was
able return to their original level of commitment.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

The Mechilta in Parshas Beshalach teaches us that the Torah was given only to those who ate the Mann - the Heavenly
food that was sent down to the Jews in the desert. When they ate the Mann, they reached a level of total reliance on Hashem.
The Mann fell each morning and by midday it disappeared. It could not be saved from one day to the next. There was no na"
">o1 - lit. “bread in the basket.” Someone without 100% perfect faith in Hashem would have anxiety attacks and no peace
of mind, not knowing where his next meal is coming from. To live this way for 40 years would drive one crazy! But alas, no
one went crazy in the desert! The people had faith that Hashem would provide for that day.. and the next.. and the next. This
exercise was exactly what was necessary in order for the people to receive the Torah. The Chasam Sofer adds that the
Mann actually began to fall on Lag Ba’omer. It was only 2 weeks later that Brei Yisroel had reached the level of "ynwn nwyy” at
Har Sinai! Those two weeks of 100% perfect faith in Hashem was the necessary prerequisite to receive the Torah.

The gemara in Shabbos (:29) teaches that when Rabi Shimon bar Yochai and his son Elazar went into hiding in a cave
from the Romans who forbade the Jews to learn Torah, they were sustained for 13 years by a carob tree and a stream of
water that Hashem provided for them. They lived daily, with the constant belief that Hashem would continue to provide
their daily sustenance. Just as their ancestors merited to receive the Torah because of their great faith, so too, did Rabi
Shimon merit to receive the hidden wisdom of Torah because of his belief that Hashem will take care of all his needs.




