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the Menorah even after Hashem showed him what it was to
look like in a Menorah of fire. Moshe Rabbeinu, who knew
the deepest and holiest secrets behind the Menorah, and yet
he was paralyzed with fear and trepidation and could not

A SERIES IN HALACHA

create it. Betzalel, on the other hand, who was not nearly on
Moshe’s spiritual level had no problem constructing it.
Why? Answers the Chiddushei HaRim ZT”L, because
Betzalel’s level of fear did not interfere with his work!
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Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (44
In our continuing series about how to merit good parnassa, the
following are a number of hints and segulos from 110 VT -
the sages of the generations, to assist us.
Davening Day After Day. The Gemara states (1) that on Rosh
Hashana, Hashem decrees what will be the parnassa of every
person for the coming year. The meforshim question this and
ask, if so, why did Chazal set up in the daily prayers to daven
for parnassa if it has already been decided from the beginning of
the year? In truth, the Gemara itself in Rosh Hashana () seems
to address this question, however the meforshim (commentators)
seem to assume that there is room for another answer. Their
explanation is that even though the yearly allotment is primed
and ready to go into motion day by day, nevertheless it still
requires daily prayer to cause it to come down to the individual.
They compare this to another statement in the Gemara () that
during the six days of creation, the grass and vegetables that
were created on their specific days, only grew as far as the
surface of the ground, until Adam Harishon davened for rain
which fell and activated all the vegetation to fully sprout.
Attitude Towards Tefillah. From the above, one should realize
that his attitude in davening daily for parnassa should be that he
himself is activating what has already been decreed for him in
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R’ Chanoch Zvi of Bendin ZT”’L (Yechahen Paer) would say:

Heaven, and by “plugging away” day after day, time after time,
tefillah after tefillah, he will make it happen @).

Saying Parshas HaMann. The following statement is quoted (5)
from Talmud Yerushalmi: “One who says the parsha of the
mann [Shemos 16: 4-36] every day is guaranteed that he will
never be lacking for food.” Based on this, the Shulchan Aruch
© writes that it is a good thing to say this parsha daily. The
Mishna Berura ) adds that even Shabbos is included. He
presumably means that on Shabbos, one should say the posukim
in the parsha without the accompanying prayers of beseechment
that are found in many siddurim. He also quotes the Magen
Avraham that just reciting the words alone is really not
sufficient, but rather one should feel what he is saying and
recognize the kindness and wonders of Hashem in providing the
mann for the entire forty years that Brei Yisroel were in the
desert. The Pri Megadim ) adds that if one knows how to
“lain” it with the correct trop (the musical cantillations used
when the Torah is read), he should do so.

Another segulah is quoted in seforim © from R’ Mendel
Rimanover ZT”’L that on the Tuesday of Parshas Beshalach,
one should say Parshas HaMann "Dwin TnN Xipn o' - each
posuk twice and once in the Targum. Yesh Nochalin (10
mentions doing this daily. YW 9902 1Y (4) .0 PYIN(3) 10 (2) 30 N¥A (1)
AN DY 1T YOP N"AUN (5) ND PI9 2"N NDron
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“The Medrash says that Moshe was anguished for not having brought a donation for the Mishkan. Hashem
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responded by telling him that his words were dearer to Him than the entire Mishkan. Perhaps this can be understood
with the dictum of Chazal: 'nwn yn 1Ny nwynn 517) - the one who causes another to act is greater than the one who
does the act (v 8™ N232). Why indeed did Moshe not donate? The answer is that since he knew that there was an
exact amount of building materials required, by giving a donation he might cause another person’s donation to not be
used. In the end, though, when he saw that there were leftover materials and Hashem performed a miracle so that all
that was donated was incorporated into the Mishkan, he then was pained for not having given any donation.”

R' Shlomo Ephraim of Lunstzitz ZT”’L (Amudei Shaish) would say:

“‘For its (the Torah) commerce is better than the commerce of silver.” (1-)9wn) Torah study is compared to
commerce because unlike a person who sells his personal belongings, a merchant engaged in commerce is happy
when he makes a sale. However, teaching Torah is better than engaging in commerce. Once a merchant sells an
item, it is lost to him, and he can never sell it again. A merchant can have his merchandise or his silver (money), but
not both. Not so one who teaches Torah. He can ‘sell’ his merchandise and still have it.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Wise men learn more from fools than fools learn from the wise.”
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The gemara (M Yo1) says that rich people are stingy (psnpn). R’ Shimon Sofer ZT”’L explains that if a rich person
were not stingy, his tzedaka would be meaningless. Hashem makes him stingy by nature so that parting with his money
will be a challenge, even though financially speaking it is not. This way, he too, can earn the great mitzvah of tzedaka with
mesiras nefesh just like his less affluent brethren, who are parting with money that they can ill afford to part with.

The following story was told over at an awards ceremony for Howard Schultz, chairman and chief global strategist of the
famed coffee company, Starbucks Corp. Schultz received the Botwinick Prize in Business Ethics from Columbia Business
school in 2000, and during his acceptance speech, he related a fascinating insight into how he became a better person.

“When I was in Israel,” Schultz related, “I went to Meah Shearim, the ultra-Orthodox enclave within Jerusalem. Along
with a group of businessmen I was with, I had the opportunity to meet with the head of the (Mir) Yeshiva, R’ Nosson Tzvi
Finkel (ZT”’L). I had never heard of him before and didn’t know anything about him. We were ushered into his study and
waited for close to fifteen minutes before the rabbi came in. What we did not know was that Rabbi Finkel was severely
afflicted with Parkinson’s disease. He sat down at the head of the table, and immediately we looked away. We didn’t want
to embarrass him. Suddenly, the rabbi banged on the table and said, ‘Gentlemen, look at me, and look at me right now!’

“His speech affliction was worse than his shaking. It was really hard to listen and look at him at the same time. He said, ‘I
have only a few minutes for you because I know you’re all busy American businessmen!” You know, just a little dig there.

“Then he asked, ‘Can anyone tell me what the lesson of the Holocaust is?” He called on one guy - it was like being
called on in the fifth grade - and not knowing the answer. The guy said something benign like, “We will never forget?’

“The rabbi completely dismissed him. Rabbi Finkel was looking around the table to call on someone else. We were all
sort of under the table, looking away, hoping he would not call on any one of us. Personally, I was sweating. He called on
another guy, who I thought had such a fantastic answer. “We will never, ever again be a victim or bystander.’

“But the rabbi said, “You guys just don’t get it. Okay, let me tell you the essence of the human spirit. As you know, during
the Holocaust, the people were transported in the worst most inhumane ways imaginable. The people thought they were going
to a work camp but we know they were sent to concentration camps. After hours and days in this horrific corral with no light,
no bathroom and extreme cold, they arrived at the camps. The doors were swung wide open, and they were blinded by the
light. Men and women were separated, mothers from daughters, fathers from sons. Eventually, they were sent to the barracks.

“As they went into the sleeping area, only one person was given a blanket for every six. The person who received the
blanket had to decide before going to sleep, ‘Am I going to push the blanket to the five other people who did not get one,
or am I going to pull it towards myself to stay warm?’ These are the types of questions they asked themselves.

“Rabbi Finkel paused for a moment. Then he said, ‘Gentlemen, it was during this defining moment that we learned the
power of the human spirit, because we pushed the blanket to five others. That is the lesson of the Holocaust!’

“With that, he stood up and said, ‘Take your blanket. Take it back to America - and push it to five other people!””

There is a follow-up to this story. Apparently Mr. Schultz later returned to Israel and visited R’ Nosson Tzvi again. This
time, he pulled out a blank check, signed it and told R’ Finkel to fill it out for whatever he wants.

R’ Nosson Tzvi asked him, “I can fill out this check for whatever I want?”” Mr. Schultz answered in the affirmative. R’
Nosson Tzvi picked up his pen and wrote out the check for $1400. Then, he handed the check to Howard Schultz, and told
him to take it across the street to the scribe (sofer), use it to buy a pair of zefillin, and promise to put it on every day.

His yeshiva was millions of dollars in debt, and R” Nosson Tzvi worked very hard to raise money for the yeshiva, but he

thought about his fellow Jew first. M“ ﬂ:m ms m
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Swn: The great conqueror and emperor of France,
Napoleon Bonaparte, was known as a fierce general as well
as a man with a quick and dreadful temper. Anyone who
crossed him, paid a steep price, usually with his life.

It happened that Napoleon’s wife was expecting a child
and when the time came for the baby to be born, she began
experiencing terrible labor pains. Her shrieks and cries
were terrifying, for Napoleon himself was becoming
agitated and everyone knew what that meant. A number of
top doctors were summoned to the royal chambers but each

found a reason to excuse himself from assisting the patient
for fear of the consequences should he fail in some way
during the delivery. The only option was to call a local
doctor from the village, an ignorant by big-city standards.
On the other hand, he did not know who Napoleon was.

The doctor showed up and realized that it wasn’t such a
difficult delivery after all. Blissfully unaware of whose baby
he was delivering, and thus working without any undue
pressure, he calmly delivered a healthy baby.

5‘072: The Medrash says that Moshe was unable to create
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The Medrash says that the poor do more for the nan Sya
(homeowner who gives charity), than he does for the poor.
How can that be? If someone provides a person with a meal,
the physical gift is a rather temporary thing. However, when
one looks at the whole picture from beginning to end, he sees
that there is a lot more to it. By giving to a needy person, one
is in fact gaining a share in Olam Haba (World to Come).
Therefore, his act causes a long-term effect as well.

For this reason, writes R’ Shlomo Breuer ZT”’L, the
Torah employs the word "np»' - “You shall take” rather
than the contemporary form of "wm" - “You shall give” by
the command to donate to the Mishkan. This is to teach us
that by “giving” something to another, whether with our
bodies or with our money, we are in fact “taking” something
for ourselves. We see this regarding the first act of chessed
mentioned in the Torah, that the same expression is used:
"DNY NA NNPNY... DN VYN N NP - “Let water be taken .... I
will take bread.” (n,7-n mMwN11) Shouldn’t Avraham have
said that he will “give” water and bread? The answer is that
Avraham was teaching us an eternal lesson: When you help
someone else, you are in fact not giving, but taking.

Similarly, the Aron, the holy ark, was to be carried by the
Leviim on two poles, each inserted through hoops, one pole
on each side. However, the gemara (n> nvio) tells us that
in actuality the Aron didn’t need carriers for it transported
its bearers (YNw) NN XwY) - a miracle occurred whereby the
ark carried its own weight, easing the load of its bearers.

R’ Nosson Adler ZT”L suggests that the same is true in
a Yissachar-Zevulun partnership. The Zevulun appears to
be “giving” - supporting the Yissachar, but in fact he is the
one who is “taking.” This is a classic example of the “ark
supporting its bearers.” The Torah that the Yissachar
learns is in fact supporting the Zevulun, who is its bearer.
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The Menorah in the Mishkan held seven individual
branches, and yet it was forged out of one solid piece of gold
that was hammered into its unique shape. Why was this so
essential? Why couldn’t the Menorah have been made out
of separate blocks of gold to make it easier to transform?
Rabbeinu Ovadia Seforno ZT”’L explains that the
Menorah symbolized the light of wisdom. The straight,
middle shaft of the Menorah represents the ultimate purpose
of wisdom - the service of Hashem. The branches to the
right of the central shaft symbolized Torah study and
scholarship, while those to the left signified practical wisdom.
The Torah commanded that all the lights of the Menorah be
kindled facing towards the middle shaft, for all branches of
wisdom serve the central and basic function of avodas
Hashem. All branches of wisdom must form a single unit,
for when all the light is directed to one place, similar to the
single block of gold that symbolizes unity, then one can see
light that has evolved from the Divine light and this light
will bestow upon the individual supreme, heavenly wisdom.
The Maharsham, R’ Sholom Mordechai Hakohen
Schwadron ZT”L gives a more varied explanation. The
seven branches of the Menorah represent the seven secular
wisdoms of the world, which even a talmid chacham whose
primary study is Torah must know. It was necessary for the
Menorah to be made from one solid block of gold, for if
each branch was formed separately and then added to the
base, one might infer that a ralmid chacham, too, must study
each of the secular subjects independently so as to complete
his total wisdom. Hashem thus commanded Moshe to form
the seven branches of wisdom by shaping them out of one
piece - the Torah. By learning Torah and plumbing its
depths, one can gather all the requisite wisdom of the world
- if he is willing to work hard and “bang himself” into shape!
FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The Ramban tells us that the true Geula of the Jewish people did not take place until they had a Mishkan. Since the

true purpose of our existence is to be close to Hashem, leaving Egypt and even receiving the Torah did not completely
achieve this goal until Hashem had a dwelling place among his beloved people. Hashem tells us “Build for Me a sanctuary and
I will dwell among them.” Hashem who is completely spiritual has no need for a physical dwelling place on earth. His sole
intention in asking us to make Him a sanctuary is so that it will help us - physical human beings - feel Hashem in our midst.
Many ask the question, does the mitzvah of building a sanctuary apply nowadays or will we only merit to fulfill it in
future times when we bring korbonos to atone for our sins and be uplifted by the beautiful songs of the Leviim? Chazal answer
unequivocally that this mitzvah does apply today, because every single Jewish home has the potential to be a miniature Bais
Hamikdash. A Jew has the power to transform his home into a place where the Shechina is happy and proud to reside.

In truth, both the Mishkan and the Bais Hamikdash were modeled after the very first Jewish home in history. The tent of
Avraham Avinu and Sarah, and the three miracles that occurred there - blessing in the dough; candles never extinguished;
cloud of glory hovering above the tent - all these were reinstated with the Lechem Hapanim, Ner Tamid, and the Shechina
that always resided in the Mishkan and later the Bais Hamikdash. May we all merit to model our Jewish homes after the Bais
Hamikdash and Mishkan, which were originally modeled after the first Jewish home, the beautiful tent of Avraham and Sarah.




