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Ywna: There is only ONE BOSS in this world, and He is,
“Hashem, the Lord, in the Heavens above and the Earth
below - there is no other!” The Rebbe, R’ Tzvi Hirsch
Dushkis ZT”’L points out that the posuk instructs us, “And
you shall know this day,” in order to signify the importance

A SERIES IN HALACHA

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY w»bs m

Avoiding Sheker (Falsehood) at all Costs (6)
When is it Permitted to Lie? Third Category. The third group
of cases in our ongoing series about when one is halachically
permitted to lie, is in the most lenient type of lie, where no one
loses out from the lie. Even though such a lie for no good
reason is prohibited, there are cases when a “Torah-inspired”
motive permits one to lie. Of course, if there are other ways to
achieve one’s goal without lying (or by minimizing it), one must
surely do so. These proper motives include achieving humility,
modesty, fznius, peace, making others feel good, preventing
shame, pain, fear and/or monetary loss, honoring parents and
others, enabling a mifzvah to be done, causing one to refrain
from a sin, respecting another’s privacy, and not troubling others
to do things for him. Note: Some of these examples overlap and
may be permitted for more than one of these 10 reasons.
Examples of Lying for the Sake of Humiility.

1) If a learned person is asked, “Do you know ..... (e.g. a difficult
limud, hard Mesichta, Hilchos Treifos, Kodshim, etc)?’ one is
permitted to humbly respond, “No” ). If, however, a learned
and respected person is needed to rule on a halachic query or to
officiate at a wedding if he is requested, or other such cases, he

of this Ny - this knowledge. If a person will clearly know
and recognize that Hakadosh Boruch Hu is the Master of the
World, and that He controls all life and everything that is,
was, and will be in the Heaven and the Earth, then "1y pN” -
he doesn’t need to know anything else in the entire world!
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fact, this is what the Torah refers to when it states: "onae’ -
that words of Torah should be fluent in your mouth in a way
that you can immediately answer when asked a question 3).

2) A rainbow is a sign that a punishment was liable to come to
the world, however, Hashem held back His wrath due to the
promise He gave to Noach @). Sometimes a tzaddik can
protect his generation in a way that no rainbow is ever seen
during his lifetime. When Rabi Shimon Bar Yochai met Rav
Yehoshua Ben Levi he asked him if a rainbow had been seen
in his lifetime. In a display of humility, Rav Yehoshua said
that a rainbow was seen, even though that wasn’t the truth ).

3) It is well known that the Mashgiach, R’ Eliyahu Lopian
ZT”’L would retell stories of righteous acts done by others,
even though he was the one who had done those acts. The
whole idea was to inspirehis listeners and this was his humble
way of doing so, even though the facts were not fully true.

Examples of Lying for the Sake of Tznius.

1) If a lady has a n>2v 2% that she rightfully wants to cover up,
she may distort the truth to others about where she is going.

2) If one is asked to go to a place where the #znius and Oy PHRY
will be an issue and he can’t get out of it by simply saying so,
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should speak up and do or say what has to be done or said ). In he may lie a bit (e.g. I don’t feel well) for the sake of tznius.
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R’ Yehoshua Trunk ZT”’L of Kutno (Yeshuos Malko) would say:

“The Torah warns: ‘Be vigilant and guard your soul very much, so that you do not forget all that your eyes have
seen, so that you do not remove it from your heart; and you shall make it known to your children and your
grandchildren.’ There are people who care only about their children’s level of yiddishkeit and how they turn out, but
completely ignore how they themselves are acting. The Torah warns a person to be very vigilant in how he is acting
and following the precepts of the Torah, lest he remove this from his heart and only focus on ‘making it known to his
children and grandchildren.’ A person can only instruct the next generation if he himself will stand by his words!”

Ramcha’l, R’ Moshe Chaim Luzzatto ZT”L (Mesilas Yesharim) writes:

“Among the deterrents to serving Hashem with zeal and passion is excessive trepidation and fear of what time
may bring, of heat and cold, of accidents, of illness, of winds, etc. As King Shlomo wrote (»-12 wn), ‘The lazy
person says, ‘There is a lion on the road.”’ Chazal condemned this trait, attributing it to sinners. Rather, the proper
rule of conduct is (35 ©5nm), ‘Trust in Hashem and do good, dwell in the land and cultivate faith.”
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A Wise Man would say:

“Many an optimist has become rich by buying out a pessimist.”
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The following incredible story took place over twenty years ago, and was more recently published in an Israeli
periodical. An Israeli man was in the market for a used car. He spent weeks upon weeks searching for just the right one,
and was pleased when he felt he found precisely what he was looking for at the right price. He met with the owner, paid
for the car, and had the related documents transferred to his name. Just before he drove off in his new acquisition, though,
the former owner, a religious Jew, told him, ““You should know that this car never ‘drove’ on Shabbos. I would appreciate
it very much if it would continue to ‘be observant.”” The purchaser grinned from ear to ear. What a cute joke! Of course, it
never drove on Shabbos. He, too, was Shomer Shabbos and the request was totally unnecessary.

One tries not to hold on to a used car too long, and, three years later, he was now advertising his used car for sale.
When an Israeli teenager named Roni, with long hair and jeans, showed up to execute the deal, he felt uncomfortable. He
excused himself for a few moments and went in to the next room to call his wife. She immediately understood what was
wrong and told her husband, “You are upset because the car never drove on Shabbos and now it will be owned by
someone who is non-observant. My suggestion to you is to simply tell him the truth - that the car is ‘religious.’””

He knew his wife was right; but how could he tell this potential buyer about his issue? Roni would turn and run away,
thinking the seller was crazy. In the end, he decided he would just tell him the facts and let Roni decide for himself.

Before completing the deal, the man said to Roni (as had been said to him not so long ago), ““You should know that this car
never ‘drove’ on Shabbos, and I would appreciate it very much if it would continue to ‘be observant.””
Roni looked dubious, and he quickly added, “Of course, I cannot obligate you to this condition.” The deal went through.

Two years later, a few days before Rosh Hashanah, the man decided to go to the Kosel, the Western Wall, to join in
the Selichos prayers. Amidst the hullabaloo of hundreds of men praying, a group of lively Breslover Chassidim were
dancing and singing, “Uman, Uman, Rosh Hashanah ....” In those days, this scene was not as common as it is today in
Israel, and, since the Iron Curtain had not yet fallen, it was nothing more than a dream to be able to spend the holy days in
the Ukraine at the resting place of the Tzaddik, R’ Nachman M’Breslov ZT”’L, the founder of the Breslover Chassidus.

Suddenly, one of the chassidim left the circle and walked over to the Israeli man. Without a word, he pulled him into
the circle, and began dancing with him in earnest. There was another man, a Breslover Chasid, staring at him intently.
When the dance was over, that fellow approached and warmly wished him a good New Year. Then he asked if he
recognized him. The Israeli stared at the young man, dressed in Chassidic garb, a full beard and payos flowing, and could
not identify him. Finally, the Chasid said to him, “Don’t you remember selling me your car two years ago?”

What a shock! There was absolutely no resemblance between non-observant Roni and the ultra-Orthodox chasid
standing before him. Before he could ask what had brought upon this transformation, Roni told him his story.

“The first Friday night after I bought the car from you, I got into it to drive somewhere. To my great chagrin, for the
first time that entire week, the motor refused to start. I was upset, but that’s what happens when you buy an old car, I
thought to myself. To my great surprise and relief, on Sunday morning the car started up normally. To make sure there
were no further problems, I even had it checked out by a mechanic and he said that he could find nothing wrong.

“However, the following Friday night, the same thing repeated itself! The car absolutely refused to start. I realized that
this was not just a coincidence and I remembered that you had warned me that the car ‘was religious.” I was extremely
impressed and deeply moved. I began to think, if this car stubbornly keeps Shabbos, then maybe I can do so as well.”

“And so you see,” Roni concluded, “the spark which wouldn’t ignite the car, instead ignited the Jewish spark within my

soul!” (Ish L’Rayahu)
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Swna: When R’ Mendel Kaplan ZT”’L was a Rebbi in the
Philadelphia Yeshivah, Coca Cola came out with a
short-lived three-liter bottle of soda called “The Boss.”

Once, two students returned from a heated game of
basketball during a lunch break and were sitting in the
seforim library drinking soda from The Boss. When R’
Mendel walked into the room to take out a sefer, he noticed
the bottle and paused in mid-step. Ignoring the boys, he
walked over to the bottle, bent his body over slightly, and

|_began to address the bottle in reverential tones:

“Please forgive me. I never realized till this moment that
you are ‘The Boss.” Here in yeshivah, I always thought that
R’ Shmuel Kamenetzky Shlit’a was the boss. Had I
known that you were the boss, I would have asked you for a
raise. Zeit mochel, zeit mochel.” (please forgive me)

Still facing the bottle, R’ Mendel walked backwards and
humbly bowed before exiting the room. Those bochurim
who were sitting there were stunned. Later, they admitted
that after hearing R’ Mendel’s words, they were unable to
bring themselves to drink from The Boss again.

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead

riart oy oo IR PO TOR oy
O-R) 700 T A 13N TON Oy 77 7N
The posuk says that the nations shall hear “all these
statutes,” and then they will say, “only this great nation is a
wise and understanding people.” "Opn' - “Statutes,” refers
to those laws of the Torah whose reasons are unknown to us.
We must keep them purely because they are the word of
Hashem. This includes shaatnez and kashrus, for which there
is no reason that a human being can comprehend.

Why is it that these statutes are the cause for the nations
to remark how wonderful the Jews are? One would think
that it is for these that they laugh at us. Rabbeinu Bechaya
explains that the nations see the Jews keeping many laws
which do fit in with human logic, laws which keep people
on a moral footing and lead to a society which functions in
harmony. The nations then conclude that even the chukim
whose reasons are not known must also contain great
wisdom, even though the reasons are hidden. The nations
themselves praise Bnei Yisroel as “only a wise and
understanding people,” with the word “only” serving to
exclude all the other nations. Thus, when we practice the
laws in their entirety, the nations hold us in such esteem,
even for the chukim whose reasons are hidden. When we
make a mockery of those laws that can be understood, the
nations will indeed scorn us and mock the chukim as well.

The gemara (N9 maw) explains that wisdom and
understanding refer to the knowledge necessary for
intercalating the calendar. The Steipler Gaon, R’ Yaakov
Yisroel Kanievsky ZT”L says that if one looks back
through history, one observes that the nations were not able
to reach the level of wisdom referred to in the gemara
because many times they revised and changed their calendars
to ensure their accuracy. It is a source of amazement to the
nations that Chazal’s calculation (N2 ") that the lunar cycle
is precisely 29 days, 12 hours and 793 minutes has been
proven correct by recent astronomical studies.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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The Rambam (»-) o) n) writes that people who
have never been educated in the proper way of the Torah
are like children who were kidnapped and raised among
non-Jews and therefore, through no fault of their own, are
unfamiliar with the path of Torah and Mitzvos. Such people,
must be encouraged to repent by attracting them to return to
the Torah. We thus see that the effort must be made to
engage in Kiruv Rechokim, to bring back those who are far
off the path of Torah. The Minchas Chinuch (7-v57 msn)
equates this to saving a person’s life and returning lost
property to an individual. The Chazon Ish also stresses 7"v)
(mMonw "on that we must all reach out with words of love and
try our utmost to bring people back to the light of Torah.
The shamash of the Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoel Teitelbaum
ZT”L, was visiting Eretz Yisroel many years ago, and he
visited the home of the Brisker Rav, R’ Yitzchok Zev
Soloveitchik ZT”’L, intending to bring back a message from
the Gedolim of Eretz Yisroel to the Satmar Rebbe. The Brisker
Rav thought for a moment and responded with a parable.
“There was once a woman selling apples from a cart.
Suddenly, a mischievous boy came up from behind and
tipped over the cart, spilling apples all over the street.
Immediately, a frenzy broke out as people were grabbing up
apples in their arms and running off. The woman was
despondent and began screaming at everyone to put her
apples back, but no one listened. A wise passer-by came up to
her and said, ‘Instead of screaming and carrying on, which is
having no appreciable effect, why don’t you grab up as many
apples as you can. At least you can salvage something!””

The Brisker Rav looked at the gabbai. “Tell the Rebbe,
that here in Eretz Yisroel, souls are being lost every day to the
forces of evil. Instead of screaming about the ills of society
and the Medinah, we need to “chap-up” as many yiddishe
souls as we can. We need funds to bring back these lost souls.”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The word "o»n" means life. It is an unusual word. Even one life (singular) uses the word "©»n" (plural). Furthermore, most

plural words end in “im” as in "©»» ©»v". This word ends with “ayim” such as "oy 09)7". What is the difference? Well, feet

(95x) work together because they work opposite each other. When one foot is up, the other one is down. This is the only way

one can walk. It is the same with our eyes (o»y). We don’t just have two eyes that see exactly as one. It is precisely because we
have two eyes that are complementing one another that we can enjoy the depth and perception of the world around us.

Thus, we can understand that the word "o»n" refers to life, whereby a person lives with the ability to work and interact with
others that are opposite him. This is what Hashem wants from us in this life. R’ Yisroel Reisman Shlit’a explains that people
are under the misconception that a day in which everything goes their way and everyone agrees with them on everything (!1?) is
a great day! What a life! On the other hand, a day in which there are differences of opinions, feelings, and even opposing
outlooks or views, is a stressful and bad day. How wrong they are! Truly LIVING - the way Hashem wants us to - is by working
side by side, in tandem with those that are completely different than we are. Rather than getting annoyed by the differences, we
must choose to focus on the strengths that can be brought out by complementing each other. "02p5N 'Na ©paTH ONNY" - if we
truly want to be close (0°p27) to Hashem, "o 05510 0»n" - then ALL of you (03512), no matter how opposite you are from one
another, must learn to work together as a team. Then, and only then will you be truly ALIVE, achjeving the purpose of LIFE.




