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Many commentators ask the famous question: Why was Pharaoh
punished for implementing G-d's word? After all, Hashem told Avrohom
that his descendants would be enslaved for 400 years - wasn't Pharaoh just
doing his job? ‘

R' Yom Tov Lipman Halpern ZT"L, the Oneg Yom Tov gives an
incredible explanation. We know that there are two different ways that
Hashem deals with the Jewish people. Sometimes He deals with them in a
completely miraculous manner, without regard to the laws of nature. At
these times, Hashem makes specific decrees as to what will happen to the
Jewish people, whether for good or for bad. At other times, because of our
sins, G-d leaves His people to be ruled by the laws of nature and He
stands by and does not interfere, whatever happens. Perhaps, Hashem

| never decreed that the Jewish people should be slaves in Egypt. Rather,

because of Avrohom's questioning of G-d, and the sin of Yosef's brothers
in selling him, G-d decided to stand back and let nature take its course.
Along came Pharaoh, a2 man with an evil nature, and mistreated the Jewish
people. If not for Pharaoh's evil character, the fact that Haskem was
"standing aside" may not have resulted in the Bnei Yisroel being enslaved!
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R' Yitzchok Zev Halevi Soloveitchik ZT"L (Brisker Rov) would say:
. "Why did the Torah need to describe the genealogy of Levi until
Moshe and Aharon? Because one of the most important qualifications for
leadership is v - distinguished lineage."

R' Eizele Charif ZT"L would say:

"There is a miracle called a noW - wonder and a miracle called an mx
- sign. It appears to me that an TN is greater than a N9, because I know
people who supposedly can do a mofes without knowing a single ois!"

A wise man once said:
"Knowledge speaks, b

isdom listens!"
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In the meantime, R’ Shalom came back and saw the sheep abandoned,
the shepherd gone, and water rushing from the tree. He shrugged his
shoulders and said, "Is there any shortage of wood around here?" He
picked for himself a branch from a nearby tree and forgot about what had
happened. Soon, however, he heard about the famous magician in the city
who would lure people away from their faith, and he realized from where
this so-called practitioner derived his power. Through his powers of
kabbalah, he immediately annulled the power of the staff, and declared
that the famous magician had lost his powers. Anyone who wished for
salvation and wonder should instead turn to him, and he will influence
them through the power of Torah and tefilah.

Indeed, the magician's powers were lost, and everyone flocked to R’
Shalom's door. He was thus able to disseminate the pure faith and
brought about salvation through his sacred powers.
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Rashi tells us that the ©%0 mbYav - burdens of Egypt, refer to the
misery of Egyptian servitude, the production and hauling of bricks, the
actual physical labor. But the word sovel can also mean to bear, or to
patiently put up with something. According to this definition, siv los
Mitzrayim could mean that Brei Yisroel accepted and put up with the
servitude. They had gotten used to it and even justified how it was to
their advantage. On several occasions in the desert after the giving of the
Torah, there were those in Bnei Yisroel who expressed the desire to
return to Egypt where things were better. Their acceptance of their
miserable lot in Egypt was the determining factor.

Explains the Chiddushei Hari"m, R' Yitzchok Meir Alter of Gur
ZT"L, that as long as there is justification to be patient with the exile
and the spiritual and physical suffering that comes with it, there can
| never be redemption. Thus Hashem made it clear to Moshe Rabbeinu to

tell the Bnei Yisroel, “I am Hashem who will take you out from the
burdens (seev’los Mitzrayim) of Egyptian slavery.” Hashem was
' promising that He will not just redeem His chosen people, but He will
also remove from them this willingness to put up with the exile until even
| they are thoroughly disgusted with it. Only then will the conditions be ‘
ripe for their redemption. S 5
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The great Mekube! and sacred poet R' Shalom Shabazj ZT"L was
originally "hidden" - his greatness unknown to those around him. Like our
patriarchs, his profession was a shepherd. He would meditate in the fields
alone with his sheep and sing impassioned songs of praise to Hashem.

One day, as R' Shalom was tending to his sheep, he needed to leave for
a little while to take care of some things. He looked up and saw a young
Arab shepherd nearby. He asked the young boy, "Please watch my sheep
until I come back."” The boy asked, "But what if they want to drink? There
is no river or fountain anywhere near here!”

R’ Shalom reassured him, "Here. Take my staff. If the sheep are thirsty,
smite the staff onto a tree, and the tree will produce water." The shepherd
was a bit astounded by the idea. As soon as R' Shalom was on his way, he
decided to test out this "magical” stick. He took the staff, hit it against a
tree, and immediately water started flowing. Realizing that he held in his
hand an object of miracles, he started wondering what other marvels he
could bring about. He abandoned the sheep and headed to the capital city.
Using the staff, he performed incredible wonders and quickly earned a
widespread reputation as a miracle-worker. Through his magic, he v

| attracted a large following and led them astray from their beliefs. Many

Jews were influenced by him and turned away from their religion.
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