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‘DWTJ}: A Jew must realize that when he does a mitzvah, that
is the “real me.” When a Jew gets up in the morning to serve
Hashem, that’s the “real me.” If he does other things the rest
of the day, that’s not the “real me” - that is just the yetzer

A SERICS IN HALACHA

hara who has taken over the “real me.” The value attributed
to every Jew is accrued when he davens, learns Torah and
does acts of chessed. That is who he really is - for he is
greater than the rest - he is a Jew, a son of the Chosen Nation.
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"wr1p TIn " - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (4)
When one is in view of ervah (which includes a lady who is not
properly covered or the uncovered hair of a Jewish married lady)
one is not permitted:

1) To recite holy words (Torah, Tefillah, Berachos).

2) To write such words.

3) To listen to someone saying a beracha or Kiddush and have

intention to be NNy with that recitation.

Even if the sayer is not facing the ervah, since the listener is
facing the ervah, and "mw> ym" dictates that listening is like
saying, it is not permitted. This could be quite relevant when one
is attending a Shabbos simcha or some other gathering and some
of the quests might not be dressed according to Halacha. (These
details will be explained /Y’H in a future issue.) However, to just
think words of Torah, or read them without verbalizing them,
even silently, is permitted.

Listening to a Live Shiur. If the person giving the shiur is in a
suitable place and the listener is in the view of ervah, there
seems to be a debate amongst the Poskim if this should be like
the previous case of "o ymw'". The debate revolves around
the understanding of the words of Tosfos in Gemara Berachos
). Some Poskim hold that listening without having in mind to

be n¥v does not count like saying and would be permitted in this
case. Others, with a unique way of defining “listening to Torah”
hold that it is always like "nnwd yow” and is prohibited. See the
sources quoted in Shulchan Aruch Harav  Kuntras
Acharon ) and Piskei Teshuvos @).

Listening to a Shiur Electronically. In such a case where one is
listening to a shiur, whether live (via a live hookup as is prevalent
in many places) or from a recording such as a tape or CD or
through a broadcast signal, it is permitted in view of ervah since
the voice of the sayer is such a “voice” that according to most
(possibly even all) major Poskim is not a valid “voice” to apply
the rule of "nny> ymw". This is a very good way for those who
must travel on public transport like buses, planes or the subway
or are required to walk the streets in the hot summer months
when some people are not dressed in an appropriate manner, to
keep their mind on Torah learming in a permitted way.

Fulfilling a Mitzvah. If a person is fulfilling a mitzvah, like
taking a Lulav (without making a beracha) on Sukkos, it is
permitted in the view of ervah if it is the only way that one can
fulfill the mitzvah 5). An exception to this might be regarding
wearing Tefillin uncovered in the view of ervah - see Mishna
Berura () and Piskei Teshuvos (7).
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Chacham Rabbeinu Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT”’L (Chid’a in Ahavas Dovid) would say:
“‘I will grant peace in the land.’ A house in which there is contention is a ‘sanctuary’ for the Satan. Indeed, the Gemara

(:2) »v2) records that the Satan would incite an argument between a certain pair of people every Erev Shabbos late in the
afternoon. Rabbi Meir went and stayed in the home until he brought peace among them. He heard the Satan lament, “Woe
is me, for Rabbi Meir has driven me from my home!” Peace is the utensil which contains Hashem’s blessings as we learn
that Hashem found no other utensil capable of containing the blessing of Torah other than peace, as it says, ‘Hashem will
give His nation strength’ - and ‘strength’ refers to Torah (x:0p ©nav) when ‘Hashem will bless His nation with peace.”™

R’ Yisroel Meir HaKohen Kagan ZT”’L (Chofetz Chaim) would say:

“One who knows that information he has been told is true - yet the information can be interpreted in different
ways, and that the speaker is simply viewing things negatively - it is a mitzvah for the listener to judge him
favorably. One who violates this by not judging him favorably, but rather agrees with the one speaking derogatorily,
has not only violated, “In righteousness shall you judge your fellow,” he has also accepted lashon hara, for by not
judging the subject favorably, he has accepted the derogatory statements made about him.”

Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs
Mendy Schonbrun on the
Aufruf of their son Yumi, and|

Camp ¢ to the entire Schonbrun and
MerOde}m Mandelbaum families.May the
26 Parker Blvd. young couple be zoche to build
845.362.0287 a Bayis Ne’emanB’yisroel.

A Wise Man would say:
“The sum total of life shrinks or expands in proportion to one’s courage.”
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One of the greatest Chassidic leaders of the previous generation was the Rebbe of Klausenberg, R’ Yekusiel Yehudah
Halberstam ZT"’L. He was a natural leader, mentor, and father figure for thousands of Jews of all ages. In 1944, after the
German invasion of Hungary, the Rebbe was taken away from his family and incarcerated under terrible conditions, in a
number of concentration camps. His wife, eleven children and most of his followers were murdered by the Nazis ym ”s. He
managed to survive with great faith and encouraged others to believe throughout the war. Afterwards, he rebuilt Jewish
communal life in the displaced persons camps of Western Europe, re-established the Klausenberg dynasty in the United
States and Israel, and rebuilt his own family with a second marriage and the birth of seven more children.

Soon after the conclusion of the war, the Klausenberger Rebbe was brought to the United States to speak on behalf of
the Shearis Hapleitah, the broken survivors who had lost everything meaningful to them during the war and were barely
clinging to their own lives in the D.P. camps of Eastern and Western Europe, physically, emotionally and spiritually. He
conducted a minyan in the Beth Moses Hospital in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn.

On one of the Shabbosos when the portion of the Tochacha was read, the Rebbe was unusually emotional. The
Tochacha (admonishment) is filled with foreboding warnings of doom and destruction, lest the Jewish nation stray from
the will of Hashem and refuse to listen to Him or perform His commandments. The lengthy posukim warn of unimaginable
horrors: exile, starvation, robbery, murder and torture - to name just a few.

The custom of Jews all over is to read the posukim of the Tochacha quietly, so as not to (figuratively) rile up enemies -
celestial and otherwise - who may wish to bring these very same calamities upon the Jewish Nation in an effort to
dismantle, dishearten and ultimately destroy them. But to the Klausenberger Rebbe and the many war-ravaged survivors
who were present that day, the warnings and dire predictions of the Tochacha were very real and actual. It was as if they
were reliving the horrors of their recent history through the words of the ancient prophecies.

The Baal Koreh (Torah reader) began to lain (read) the posukim in a solemn and hushed tone. His tone was quiet and
his pace was rushed, as per the custom in many synagogues.

Suddenly, the Rebbe banged on his shtender (lectern). “Hecher!”” (louder) he shouted. The reader continued his pace
but raised his voice a notch, thinking that perhaps in his effort to maintain the custom of “low and fast” he had gone a bit
too low and now the Rebbe could not hear him. He raised his voice and continued in a louder undertone.

But the Rebbe was not satisfied. “Hecher!” he exclaimed, once again, and somewhat of commotion was beginning to
brew directly in front of the Rebbe’s place at the front of the room. The reader looked up from the Torah with a puzzled
look on his face, but then continued to read with a raised tone. By now, he was laining as loud as his normal recitation, the
way he would on any given Shabbos, and yet the Rebbe continued to bang on the lectern.

His face red from exertion, the Klausenberger Rebbe practically screamed out, “HECHER!” At this point, the Baal
Koreh could not contain his puzzlement and instead of shouting the words of the Tochacha, he stopped completely and
looked to the Rebbe for an explanation. The Rebbe immediately obliged.

“We no longer have to read these miserable curses quietly,” the Rebbe exclaimed. “There is no curse we have not
experienced. There is no affliction we have not suffered! We saw it all. We lived it all. Let us shout with pride to our
Father in Heaven that we have already received all these curses! We have survived these curses, and now it is His turn to
bring us the blessings and the redemption!” The Rebbe stopped talking and looked back into his Chumash. And with that
the reader continued reading the Tochacha loud and clear as if singing an anthem to his nation’s tenacity. (Parsha

Parables, R’ M. KamenetzKky Shlit’a)
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SwB: One night, in an isolated Siberian work camp during
the second world war, R’ Yankel Galinsky ZT”’L woke up
and saw a tall gentleman whose bunk was near his, remove a
package from under his bed. The man looked around to
make sure he wasn’t being watched and quickly took off his
prisoner garb. Then he opened his box and took out what
appeared to be an army general’s uniform. He put it on and
began making various movements with his hands and feet
like an officer would do. When he finished, he took off the
uniform and placed it back into the box, while putting his

prisoner’s clothing back on and getting into his bed.
The next morning, R* Yankel whispered to the man, “What
were you doing in the middle of the night with that uniform?”
The man was shocked at first that his secret was
discovered but then he explained, “They think that we are
slaves, but I refuse to forget that I am a general. At least one
moment during the day, I put on my general’s uniform, to
remind myself who is the real me! The rest of the day - this
imprisonment - means nothing to me; the real me is the
moment that you saw me Wearing my general’s uniform!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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The gemara (:nn N20) quotes the words of the holy
Tanna, Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai: nx 7085 »X 9"
"1 09WN - “I can absolve/defend the entire world in
Jjudgment.” The question is: if he can, then why doesn’t he
go right ahead and do it? What is stopping him?

Answers the Ben Ish Chai, Rabbeinu Yosef of Baghdad
ZT”’L, there is a machlokes regarding the concept in Hilchos
Shabbos known as “Shenayim She'asu” - if two people do
a forbidden act (Melacha) together on Shabbos, they are
both absolved from the sin. However, this only applies if
each person was capable of doing the whole act by himself
but chose to do it with another. If each person was
incapable of doing it alone (92> W) and it really required
two people to get it done, than although it was done by 2
people in sync with one another, nevertheless, the Rabanan
hold that they are both held responsible. Rashbi argues and
says that even though each one individually was incapable
of doing the Melacha and needed to come onto the
assistance of his friend, nevertheless, each one is still 9.

Chazal tell us (N8 y7770) that when a person goes before
the Heavenly Tribunal, both his body (Guf) and his soul
(Neshama) will each attempt to deflect blame for his sins
onto the other so as to avoid retribution. The response will be
that this is similar to a king strolling in his orchard where he
sees a crippled man sitting on the shoulders of a blind man
picking and stealing the king’s fruit. Rather than each one
saying he is incapable of stealing due to his disability, the
king will punish them both as if they are one unified body,
since each one is an accomplice to the crime. So too, rather
than allow the body and soul to claim that it was the other’s
fault, Hashem will judge them as one unified body.

However, according to Rashbi, since the body and soul
are incapable of sinning on their own, they should both be
acquitted on account of "9 wWyw OV". “T can absolve the
world,” says Rashbi, “but the halacha is like the Rabanan!”

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS SU=)2TUY
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ... ﬂ_)&
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Rashi explains that one may not arrange the animals so
that the choicest one should emerge the tenth, although in
the case of other korbonos (sacrifices), one must specifically
choose the best one. Now, if one may not arrange the
animals before the tenth one is designated, surely one may
not substitute another animal for the tenth after it has
already been sanctified. Why, then, does the Torah find it
necessary to write " NX5"? Is this not obvious?

R’ Moshe Feinstein ZT’L derives from here a lesson
concerning the sanctity of an individual. Although surely the
world cannot exist without people who work, one may say
that he, personally, is not capable of learning Torah and must
therefore go to work. Such a person is making a judgment
that others are more suited for learning than he. The
impropriety of this approach is symbolized by the rule of not
distinguishing between good and bad, for the evil inclination
will always convince one that he is unsuitable for learning.

The Torah tells us here that when one is young and his
mind is sharp, he shall not distinguish between himself and
others. Nor may a father distinguish between his sons and
say that one of them is unfit for learning Torah and thus,
need not be taught. On the contrary, one must learn,
regardless of his ability, and he must teach all his sons, as in
this matter one is not permitted to make any distinctions.

Everyone has the requisite intelligence for whatever he
finds important, and a person forgets only something which
is of minor importance to him. The bottom line is that one
who realizes that learning Torah is the most important thing
in life will understand his learning and will remember that
he studied, and Hashem will do the rest. This is the case not
only at the outset, but even after one has learned and has
been sanctified by the Torah and mitzvos which he
absorbed, one may not feel that now he may engage in other
matters, since he has already learned as much as necessary.
TIX)T oo weiapnnes o
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The mishna in Bechoros (:-v) describes the procedure for tithing new-born animals. The entire flock is placed in a closed
area and a narrow opening is made so that each animal must pass through individually. Thus, each animal gets counted, one
at a time. The owner takes a stick and counts one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine. The tenth animal to walk
through gets marked with a red dye, and the owner proclaims, “This one is maaser.”

This procedure takes place whether one has ten new animals or ten thousand! The question is, why does one have to
count his flock in this very time-consuming manner? If one has 10,000 new sheep to count, it could take him many hours to
go through this process! Why not simply count the entire flock, and then deduct 10% of the entire amount?

R’ Avraham Pam ZT”’L answers this question with a story about the Telzer Rosh Yeshiva, R’ Eliezer Gordon ZT”’L
who was once collecting money from a very wealthy man and the man was shocked at the sum that was requested. It
seemed like a lot of money to him. R’ Gordon told him, “The reason the Torah instructs one to tithe his animals by counting
to ten and marking each tenth for maaser is because it makes one realize that one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight,
and nine animals are for me, and one is for Hashem! When one does this again and again, he focuses on how much he has
and may even feel embarrassed that he is giving so little for rzedaka!” This deep psychological insight teaches us that the
way to give to others happily is by realizing how much one has - which is so much more than one’s obligation is to give.




