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Semi: When we rejoice on Simchas Torah, we must
constantly remind ourselves about what are we rejoicing.
Isit for us tohave fun, to laugh and sing with unrestrained

outbursts, which can lead to a complete lack of decorum
and respect? Or do we rejoice with Hashem, His Torah, in

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH"” DAY

(MeY?2? N .

His Beis Medrash? Even joy and fun must be done properly.
Qoisl}
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Zmanim Relevant to Shemini Atzers/Simchas Torah
Learning Vezos Habracha. On Simchas Torah we finish
the yearly cycle of reading the whole Torah in public. This
is also the time for individuals to learn the parsha of Vezos
Habracha, twice each posuk and once Targum Onkelos.
This is also the end of the private cycle of learning each
year the whole Torah (2x plus Targum). The assumed
deadline tofinishis by Simchas Torah when one’s minyan
finishes their reading of the Torah or at least before the end
of that day. It is however not clear how early one can fulfill
his obligation on this last parsha of the year. Since this
parsha is not read on a Shabbos, the regular time span of the
whole week, Sunday through Shabbos, might not apply.
Regarding the ideal time, some Poskim mention
Hoshana Raba (1), others say Shemini Atzeres (2) while
others say Simchas Torah itself 3). Some contemporary
Poskim (4) write that these might indeed be the only
appropriate days and one cannot fulfill his obligation
earlier. Others (5) say that the above mentioned times are
just the preferred times but one can start the day after (or
according to some the minute after) this parsha was read
in shul. However, which Shabbos s itself debatable. Some
say thatright after the first time that it is read (Shabbos of
Haazinu »»wn 2™ by Mincha) is already time to do the
mitzvah. There might be another opinion that right after
Shabbos is only good if it will be read the next Shabbos.

Here however the next Shabbos >‘W)n V™ - has a different
kriah for Chol Hamoed Sukkos disqualifying the previous
week from doing the mitzvah. If so, one can then do the
mitzvah after Shabbos Chol Hamoed (wn v™). As
mentioned earlier the preferred time is either Hoshana
Raba, SheminiAtzeresor SimchasTorah.
The Time to Usher in Shemini Atzeres/Simchas Torah.
Because there is a change of laws going from Sukkos to
Shemini Atzeres (from saying "n2)02 20" to not saying)
and between Shemini Atzeres to Simchas Torah (from
eating in the Sukkah tonot eating in the Sukkah), we don’t
make an early Kiddush and meal which would create
doubts about which day’s halachos supersedes the other.
We therefore wait till nightfall when the new day s in and
we have no doubt as to what to do (6).
The Proper Time Between Meat and Milk. The follow-
ing scenario could, and has happened. On Simchas Torah
night, after the long hakafos, many eat a late Yom Tov
meal. The last meat eaten at the meal could easily be at
1:30-2:00 a.m. It is possible that a person might wake up
quite early the next morning to be on time for an earlier
minyan, which many people do so as not to finish the long
davening too late. A person might want to take a coffee
with milk as he usually does and not remember that he is
still within six hours from his meat last night. One must be
careful whathe consumes ashe maystill be fleishig.
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R’ Yitzchok Hutner ZT”’L (Pachad Yitzchok) would say:
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“Shirah - song, is the ecstasy of the soul overflowing from joy in the performance of the Will of the Almighty.
The Simchas Bais Hashoeva is the one occasion reserved for the song of the Baal Teshuva, as the gemara () 150)
tells us that in the Bais Hamikdosh they sang: ‘Happy is our old age which has atoned for our youth.” After the
many days of repentance, Sukkos is the Yom Tov of rebirth and rejuvenation through our Teshuva; can there be
anything more natural than a song for Baalei Teshuvah on Sukkos, at the Simchas Bais Hashoeva?’ ”

R’ Eizel Chorif ZT”L would say:

“Shir HaShirim begins with the words, ‘The Song of Songs of Shlomo.” We are told no more about the author, yet
Rabbi Akiva stated that the Book of Shir HaShirim is the holy of holies. On the other hand, the Book of Koheles, also
written by Shlomo, tells us his lineage: ‘The words of Koheles, son of Dovid, King in Jerusalem.’ Yet Chazal even

1”2

considered leaving it out of Tanach. We see from here that Yichus is entirely irrelevant to a book’s author!

A Wise Man would say:
“Happiness is a perfume you cannot pour on others without gettlng a feyg drops on yo rself ”
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A casual observer to the synagogue on Simchas Torah would undoubtedly recognize that the focal point of the
exuberant singing and dancing, the main object upon which all eyes are focused and which is continuously surrounded
by joyous enthusiasm is the Sefer Torah. Little children come to shul with their miniature Sifrei Torah and older men
cling tightly to the larger variety as if to squeeze out every ounce of wisdom and purity. We read from the Torah, again
and again, until everyonehashad achance and then werollittothe beginning and startreading once again.

The greatest sofer (scribe) in the history of the Jewish people was Ezra Hasofer. Seventy years after the Jews were
driven in exile to Babylonia, Ezra persuaded the king of Persia to permit the Jews toreturn to the Holy Land and rebuild
the Bais Hamikdosh. Ezra was a tzaddik and a beloved leader of his people and he was a scribe par excellence. One can
see, therefore, whya Sefer Torah written by the great Ezra Hasofer would be highly prized by all Jews.

In one of the ancient communities of old Egypt, stood a synagogue which offered the visitor a strange sight. Inside, on
the same wall where the Aron Kodesh stands, was an alcove which was sealed up many years earlier. People whispered
that behind the stone and plaster lay a Sefer Torah written by the great Ezra himself. They believed that whoever should
touch this sacred scroll would meet his death within a year, perhaps within a month. But the elders of the community
would tell a different story. They claimed that the Sefer Torah of Ezra was no longer there. Only the outer mantle
remained. Whatever happened totheactual scroll? Thisisthe truestory of what happened tothat prized artifact.

A Sefer Torah written by Ezra’s own hand had been brought to Egypt many years ago. The community prized this
scroll as their most precious possession, and the shamash of the main synagogue was charged with the duty of guarding
the Sefer against all harm. One day a visitor from Arabia came to the community. When he heard of the treasured Sefer,
his heart was filled with an overpowering desire to own this holy work. He coveted the Sefer more and more, until one
dayhe devised a scheme whereby his wish could be satisfied.

Late one evening, the visitor knocked on the door of the small cottage next to the shul in which the shamash resided with
this family. The shamash opened the door to find the man from Arabia standing there. He revealed to the shamash his desire
to secure the Sefer Torah, and offered a handsome sum of money if the shamash would unlock the Aron Kodesh and deliver
it to him. The shamash drew back aghast. How could he betray the members of his community? The visitor, a wealthy
merchant, doubled his offer. The other man’s resolve began to weaken. All sorts of ideas began to flit through his mind
which made this terrible deed seem quite proper after all. And he could easily claim that some thief forced him to surrender
the Sefer. In just a few minutes the shamash hastened to the main sanctuary, removed the treasured Sefer Torah from its
mantle, and delivered it to greedy hands of the stranger who waited anxiously at the door of the cottage. After handing over
a small purse of gold coins, the visitor disappeared into the night and was gone by the next morning.

But the story does not end here. A few days later, the illegal owner of the Sefer Torah boarded a ship which would take
him back home. While on the high seas, a great storm suddenly arose. Tremendous waves churned by the angry winds
tossed the ship high in the air while the passengers and crew stood by helplessly. Finally a gigantic wave broke over the
deck of the ship and left the vessel a complete wreck. Everyone was hurled into the depths of the water and sank to the
bottom of the sea. The visitor from Arabia was also drowned, and the Sefer Torah of Ezra Hasofer was lost with him.

One more detail completes the story. In less than a year after the Sefer Torah was removed from its place in the Aron
Kodesh, the shamash of the synagogue met an untimely death. Thus did the Almighty bring justice upon those whose
selfish motives led them to treat with disrespect a sacred scroll from the hand of Ezra Hasofer.
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On this holy day of Shemini Atzeres,

The famous gemara (:n ™572) teaches that the Sages
would ask every man, soon after he married, whether he
had “found” a wife or whether he was “finding” a wife. This
refers to either of these two posukim: "210 NN NYNNYD" -
“One who found a wife has found goodness” (13-nown),
or "MNN M NYNN NINNIN RN - “I am finding more bitter
than death a woman.” What is the purpose of this question?

The saintly Vilna Gaon ZT”L explains that the
difference lies in the tense of the word "N8n" - “found” or
"N¥WY' - “finding.” This teaches us that our happinessisin
our hands! If we decide to appreciate the great find that
Hashem has bestowed on us, we are fortunate. However,
one whois always seeking - “finding” - and is not satisfied
with anything, will find trouble. People tend to misjudge
the value of the marriage relationship. A wife is a
helpmate, the greatest find man willever discover.

If one has the right attitude and works on understanding
and appreciating Hashem’s ways, he will have cause to
rejoice endlessly. However, one who rejects a pious and
wise woman fails the test and loses the greatest wealth. We
must open our eyes and rejoice!

(o-eomaTan) AV IS TR AR Y Tn ONa

At the Yom Tov tish of the holy Sochatchover Rebbe,
R’ Avrohom Borenstein ZT”’L (Avnei Nezer), sat a
chasid who was in a constant state of internal turmoil. He
tried to learn Torah and follow his Rebbe’s path but his
impulses and evil inclinations seemed to always get the
better of him. No matter how good his intentions, he found

himselfthinkingandoftenactinginanimpurefashion.
All was quiet at the fish as the Rebbe sat in deep
meditation. Suddenly, he opened his eyes and began to

the Ribono Shel Olam enables us with a special power -
'n8y’ - He restrains the evil inclination ("0»win N 98"
and the strength of the Satan is weakened. This special
restraint is only for us - Bnei Yisroel - who attach ourselves
to His Torah and mitzvos. Any person who immerses
himselfin Torah will be free of this evil.”

The Rebbe lifted up his eyes and gazed directly at his
young chasid. “In the Torah and those who study it, they
willhavenoconnection whatsoever!” Suddenly, the chasid
felt as if a weight of guilt and evil had rolled right off him
and from that moment on he had no further problem
restraininghisyetzerhara.

(rInRMEGyes) TN TY W5 KPS AN TR Tren

It is important to recognize that every day that one
merits to spend in a yeshivah learning Torah is a great
accomplishment. This is especially important in our times
when there is a tremendous need for people to devote their
entirelivesto Torah study.

R’ Avrohom Yaakov Pam ZT”L notes that on
Simchas Torah, we rejoice at the completion of the yearly
cycle of weekly Torah readings and immediately begin a
new cycle with Parshas Bereshis. It is a time to
contemplate the central role that Torah study plays in a
Jew’s life and the vital importance of supporting the
growth of Torah scholarship. From where will the future
Torahleaders - its scholars and poskim - come, if not from
the great yeshivos and kollelim? As we dance with the
parchment-and-ink Sifrei Torah, we must remember the
self-sacrifice of the living Sifrei Torah - the Torah
scholars. They are the future leaders of our Nation who
will lead us toward the coming of MoshiachX"22.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

ON THE WEEKILY MIDDAH OF... Irﬂ b,’ i
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There are many comparisons between the holy days before Simchas Torah and the days of Sefirah before Shavuos.
They are both 50 days in length and the last day of each period, the day which culminates the entire period, is called
"n18y". Both on Shavuos and on Simchas Torah we rejoice with the Torah - sowhat’s the difference?

The Dubner Maggid ZT”’L answers with a moshol - parable. There was once a king who chose for himself a queen

wn: The students in the yeshiva of R’ Yitzchok Blazer
ZT”’L would dance and sing with tremendous enthusiasm
during the Simchos Bais Hashoeva celebrations and on
Simchas Torah. Their energy was infectious and even R’
Yitzchok, the famed Baal Mussar himself, who was
always restrained and in control of his emotions, would
getup and sing grammen toliven up the atmosphere.

At one point in the festivities, the boys lifted R’ Yitzchok
up on a chair and began singing "N99 9N P>I8" with

great emotion. Normally humble to a fault, R’ Yitzchok
clapped hishands and urged them on to sing these words of
praise over and over again. “When it comes toteaching my
students to respect the Torah and their Rebbeim, 1 have no
right to stop them, even if it appears as if [ am a Baal
Gaava!”helater explainedtotheastonished viewers.

But one of the revelers who was in earshot of the Rebbe
was able to hear R’ Yitzchok singing the same song albeit
with words of reproach and Yns - about himself!

e

*

e

*

e

*

e

*

and threw a lavish wedding party. He invited many friends and guests and ordered a large feast to be prepared. It was a
grand wedding and all those in attendancerejoiced in the king’s good fortune. Six months later, though, the king decided
to throw another grand party. He once again ordered a royal feast, hired musicians and dancers, and invited his close
friends and relatives to attend. Everyone was surprised. Why was the king making another wedding party? The king
explained: “When I took this woman to be my queen, I was happy and contented. However, I realized that I really did not
know her very well. But now, after I’ ve spent so much time with her, I can truly appreciate how special she is. Now, [am
overwhelminglythrilled and exhilarated! Sonow, I wish tomakea feastand rejoiceonce again!”

On Shavuos Klal Yisroel received the Torah - we all said "ynwninwy)’ - with blind faith. We rejoice on Shavuos for this
great gift. But on Simchas Torah, after we’ve become familiar with the beauty, wisdom and sweetness of the Torah - now
we sing and dance in pure ecstasy for we know how great is this gift, how exceptional is our n¥YTPNNIN!




