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Shabbos Darshas Yisro - February

Moshe Rabbeinu, was that he choose worthy individuals to
assist him in judging the nation and teaching them the laws
with which they shall live by. He gave four qualifications to
locate these worthy men: “Men of wealth, G-d-fearing men,

A SERICS IN HALACHA
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (17)
Saying the Name of Hashem. The Shulchan Aruch devotes a
entire chapter (1) - albeit a short chapter - to what a person should
have in mind when he says the various Names of Hashem. This
goes into the mitzvah of "NPn PPON'N NN’ - “Hashem, your
G-d, you shall fear,” ) because one who fears Hashem should
say His Holy Name with the proper reverence and respect. This
is not an easy halacha to keep each and every time, but by
discussing the halacha and reviewing the advice that the Poskim
give us, one can upgrade his berachos and tefillos by saying
them properly, even one time per session. Also, once a person
starts doing it right, even after a few short times, it becomes
easier and faster once the mind gets used to the right kavanah.
The Names of Hashem. The most commonly used Names of
Hashem are n--n- and »3-7-X which are both pronounced
“A-donoi,” and "N’ with its derivatives "WwpHON' - “our G-d”;
"PON' - “my G-d”; "PipoN” and "o ON’ - “your G-d” (singular
and plural). The shorter Name ">-N' is also a derivative of
"D Let us begin by discussing these Names first. The lesser
used names "-T-v" and "mxay" we will deal with at a later time.
Explanation of the Shulchan Aruch. The Mechaber 3) explains
that the name "n--n-" (printed in many siddurim as "-)
encompasses two unique concepts:

1) The meaning of the pronunciation “A-donoi” is “Master of
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Alter Rebbe, R’ Schneur Zalman of Liadi ZT”L (Baal HaTanya) would say:
“At Matan Torah, when Hashem revealed Himself to the Jewish people, the Torah records: ‘And Mount Sinai

men of truth, people who despise money.” He did not say
“wise men” or “learned men” for it is understood that men
who have these characteristics, are truly wise and learned in
all matters - Torah law as well as worldly affairs.

hpfaya
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Everything” or, as others translate it, “My Master, Who is
Master of Everything.”

2) The meaning of this Name as it is written, denotes the
following: “He was (existed in the past), He is (exists in the
present), and He will be (exist in the future).”

Differing Opinions of the Shulchan Aruch and the GR’A.
The Shulchan Aruch holds that whenever one says this name of
Hashem anywhere in davening or while reciting berachos, one
should ideally have both (the above-mentioned) meanings in
mind. To make it a bit shorter and easier to recall, one could have
in mind, “The Eternal Master’” which includes the above
mentioned two meanings. The GR’A is more lenient and holds
that the pronounced name is the one to have in mind (Master of
Everything.) The GR’A agrees, however, that when saying the
first posuk of Krias Shema to fulfill the twice a day mitzvah, he
should have both of these in mind while saying this Name twice
in the posuk. If one finds it hard to do like the Shulchan Aruch,
and can only do like the GR’A, he certainly has upon whom to
rely. In certain places of Tanach, the Name is written as it is
pronounced >3-7-X. In those places, even the Mechaber agrees
that all one needs to think about is “Master of Everything.”

CORRECTION: Two weeks ago in this column, there was a

misprint in the translation of "y rWY'. Instead of “bad odor” as

it was stated, it should have read “unclean spirit” instead.

OW NN (3) 59 0927 (2) "N NN (1)

was altogether in smoke (\oy).” The three letters of the word "Ywy' stand for ‘o5 (world - the dimension of place);
'mw' (year - the dimension of time); 'w9)' (soul - the energy that animates the physical plane). The great revelation at
Har Sinai signified that from that point on, our nation was given the ability to refine and elevate these three
dimensions through Torah and the performance of mitzvos, and infuse them with a G-dly light and vitality.”

R’ Yechezkel Landau ZT”’L (Noda B’Yehudah) would say:

““You shall choose among all the people capable men, those who fear G-d.” Why did the judges have to be capable
men? Were they about to go to war? They were chosen solely to render Torah decisions! The reason is that if a judge
appears mild or weak, to the point of being unable to confront and punish a criminal, then the people will have
tremendous problems. Hence judges have to be capable men, individuals who are able to control their own sense of
compassion for those who commit transgressions, and able to issue a fitting punishment for everyone to hear and fear.”

A Wise Man would say:
“In school we learn and then we take tests; in life we take tests and then we learn.”

s B Camp
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In modern-day Israel, the term “status quo” refers to the political understanding between religious and secular political
parties not to alter the communal arrangement in relation to religious matters, dating back to the early days of the State. The
established Jewish religious communities in Israel desire to maintain and promote the religious character of the Jewish people,
while the secular community wishes to reduce the impact of religious regulations in their everyday lives. The purpose of the
“status quo” that was set up so many years ago, was to preserve the established religious relations in Israel - although lately it
has come under fire with various political and social elements attempting to enforce radical changes upon the other.

It is important to note that this friction in Israeli society is not something new; it has been around for decades, and many
of the great rabbinic leaders of previous generations were faced with issues related to this ongoing battle.

Approximately thirty years ago, when the Chareidi population was becoming ever more vocal in the face of secular
assertions to diminish #znius levels in the holy city of Jerusalem, the famed Posek Hador, R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
ZT”’L, once had the occasion to take a taxi from his yeshivah in Bayit Vegan, back to his home in the Shaarei Chessed
neighborhood. The taxi driver was a non-religious Zionist, who was unhappy with the tone the Chareidim had taken, and
felt that they had no right to tell him how to live his life. He was bitter and needed to vent. Thus, the moment he pulled up
alongside the distinguished-looking rabbi in the black Jerusalemite hat and long coat, surrounded by a group of similarly
black-hatted students and admirers, he recognized that this must be one of “those” rabbis who, in his mind, was stirring up
the pot of discord that was affecting his Israeli quality of life. He was itching for a good verbal spat.

As R’ Shlomo Zalman settled into the back seat of the taxi, the driver lowered his radio and began to speak in Hebrew,
all the while staring into the saintly face of the great Tzaddik in his rear-view mirror. “Rabbi, I have a complaint against
you and your kind,” he began with the brazenness that Israeli taxi drivers seem to be inborn with. The Rav looked up from
the sefer he was learning. “Why do you rabbis think you must control everything and everyone? Why don’t you let us Israelis
live? All you ever seem to want to do is cause quarrels and rifts between the various factions of the Jewish people ....”

R’ Shlomo Zalman’s face contorted in pain. He told the driver that infighting is a terrible thing, and he wished it would stop.

It was quiet in the cab for a few minutes. The driver was pleased that he had put the rabbi “in his place” and continued
driving with a smug countenance. Soon he slowed down and came to a halt at a red light. Suddenly, R’ Shlomo Zalman
looked at the driver and screamed out, “What? Again? They are not letting us live! Who do they think they are?”

The surprised driver turned around to see who the rabbi was talking about. “Who?” he asked, not seeing anyone.

R’ Shlomo Zalman’s face appeared angry. “Who? Who you ask? Well, of course, I'm talking about the street lights!
Don’t you see? I want to drive, I want to get home already - and this light has the nerve to tell me to stop!”

The taxi driver was more than a little confused. What was this rabbi talking about? “What are you saying?” he
practically spat out, his anger at the rabbis steadily returning. “These street lights save lives! If not for these lights, the roads
would be a disaster - cars and people coming from all directions! Can you imagine how many accidents would occur and
how many people could get hurt if not for these lights that instruct people when to slow down ...... and when to stop ......”

R’ Shlomo Zalman’s face quickly changed from anger into his usual smiling self. “I see, my friend, that you now
understand the point I am trying to make. Yes, the street lights tell us how to drive in order that there shouldn’t be chaos in
the streets and people’s lives will be saved. We rabbis do pretty much the same thing! It is our job to instruct people how to
act and how to behave, for if society was left unchecked and it was every man for himself, can you imagine how disastrous
our society would look? We would fall into a hedonistic jungle - and every Jewish spiritual life would be in danger!”

The smug look on the driver’s face was gone, replaced with a contrite on(ib“Rebbi,” he said, with newfound respect,

“You win!”

Swp: Two litigants presented their case before R’
Binyamin Diskin ZT”’L, and together placed 5,000 rubles
in escrow with the rabbi pending resolution of their dispute.

Several days later, one of the parties approached the
rabbi, asking him to release 3,000 rubles for just a few
days. He was in a tight squeeze for cash, and he assured the
rabbi that he was an honorable person who would return
the money shortly. But R’ Diskin shook his head.

“I’'m so sorry I can’t help you,” the rabbi responded,
shrewdly. “You see, just two days ago the other claimant
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was here and also requested 3,000 rubles. But don’t worry,
he promised me he would have it back within a few days.”

At this news, the man pounded his fist angrily on the
table. “What? You released escrow money that was
entrusted to you? You have no right to do that!”

“Oh, I did not give it to him, of course,” the Rabbi said
calmly. “I just told you that he had asked for it. But now you
yourself have effectively ruled out my giving you any money
either.” The embarrassed man left without another word.
".HWDA_: The great advice that Yisro gave to his son-in-law,
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Although the Sages have said that converts (o) are like a
plague to the Children of Israel (xn M), they also said that
Hashem exiled Bnei Yisroel among the nations just so
converts can join us (39 ©n9). Thus, there is much to learn
from the first two converts to Judaism, Yisro and Rus the
Moavite. Yisro was the high priest of Midian, while Rus was
a descendant of Eglon, the king of Moav. Nevertheless, they
forsook their royal status, replete with honor and wealth, in
order to accept upon themselves the yoke of Torah and
mitzvos. Although they lacked nothing in this world, they
insisted on abandoning their lives and joining the Jewish
people to follow the precepts of the Torah. Since Chazal tell
us that Hashem does not deprive any creature of his rightful
reward (:n% Nnp X12), He provided these converts with theirs:
Yisro elevated himself in Torah, his descendants sat on the
Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, and a parsha in the Torah carries
his name. As for Rus, she merited to become the ancestress
of King David and his royal line, including Moshiach.

Chacham Dovid Pinto Shlit’a writes that although Yisro
had seven names (Mechilta), it is not without reason that the
parsha is named “Yisro.” This parsha, which describes in
vivid detail the giving of the Torah, is called “Yisro” rather
than another of his names precisely because just one letter
separates """ from "1" - the letter “yud.” The lesson here
is that both Yisro and Rus committed themselves to the Ten
(") Commandments by renouncing the life of this world.

We are to learn from Yisro - an idolator who searched his
soul and abandoned idolatry to venture into the desert and
accept the Torah - that we, too, must examine and abandon
our sinful ways before we are ready to receive the Torah.
Hashem wanted the Children of Israel to draw a lesson from
these converts, who abandoned everything they had in this
world in order to take upon themselves the yoke of Torah,
setting an example for us by showing their love of Hashem.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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When the Jewish people received the Torah, Moshe
taught the general principles of the Torah to the Jewish
women, after which he learned the minutiae of its laws with
the Jewish men. The general principles came first, after
which the details and particulars of the many laws followed.
In his later years, a group of men came to the home of the
Chofetz Chaim ZT”’L to inform him about a new “breach”
in the ramparts of Torah tradition: the Bais Yaakov women’s
seminary that had been established in Krakow. They argued
that the Torah forbids all such innovations and cited the
gemara (2 NV) that teaching a girl Torah is like teaching
her folly (m>2m). While they were trying to persuade the
Chofetz Chaim to condemn this seminary, a second group
arrived to ask for his blessing for the same institution. The
first group was confident that they had proven conclusively
that the existence of such a seminary was strictly forbidden,
and they were sure that the elderly sage would denounce the
newcomers in no uncertain terms. His response, however,
was the exact opposite of what they expected. “Oy,” he

cried, “such a holy undertaking, and I have no part in it!”

The Chofetz Chaim explained how he could say such a
thing after all the arguments of the first group. “True,” he
began, “Chazal did compare teaching a girl Torah to
teaching her ‘Tiflus,” but they were talking about their times
when girls absorbed an outlook of pure and simple faith in
their homes from earliest childhood. In such times, Chazal
said that girls should continue to receive an upbringing at

home and not go out to study Torah in a school setting.
“Now, however, the choice is no longer between
education at home or in a school. Girls cannot avoid being
exposed to profane influences that are found everywhere in
contemporary society. The seminaries provide the only way
of saving girls from those influences, and there is not the

slightest question that all girls are required to attend them.”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SIHHLOMO
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What an awesome experience it was to stand at Har Sinai and listen to the Aseres Hadibros! With brilliant flashes of
lightning, and sights and sounds that have and can never be duplicated, the Almighty gave the Luchos to His beloved nation,
Yisroel. These Luchos contained the Ten Commandments, which is a summary of the entire Torah and all 613 mitzvos hinted
within. Not only that, but our sages teach us that the final commandment - "Twnn X5" - is actually an all-encompassing finale of
the preceding nine. How so? Well, we know that each of the two stones of the Luchos represent a different aspect of avodas
Hashem. The first contains the mitzvos "D¥pn> DTN 2" - between man and Hashem. The second is "anY 01X 2" - between
man and his fellow man. Explains R’ Ezriel Tauber Shlit’a, “Lo Sachmod” - the commandment not to be jealous of your
friend, includes all the others because one who is jealous is really expressing his lack of belief in Hashem. If one believes that
there is a Master of the World, Who gives every individual a mission and a purpose, and supplies him with every item he could
possibly need to fulfill that purpose in life, then what exactly is there to be jealous of? If you had someone else’s brains, health,
wealth or anything else that you think would make you happier if you had it, you would be making a grave mistake. You not
only do not need what you don’t have, but if you had it, it would hinder you from accomplishing your custom-made purpose in
your custom-made life. Lo Sachmod encompasses all interpersonal relationships because when one is happy with his lot, he is
also happy with everyone else’s lot! May we all fulfill Lo Sachmod and raise ourselves in every area of avodas Hashem.




