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)n the order of the seder rituals, the eating of the Afikoman
is called 9% - hidden. In its plain meaning the title indicates
that the afikoman had been safely hidden away, so that it
could be eaten at a later point in the meal. Common custom is
for children, who have "stolen" and hidden the afikoman, to
"strike a deal” with the head of the household, returning the
piece of matzah in exchange for a promise of gifts. What is
the point of this practice? Is it nothing more than a means by
which to keep the children awake for as long as possible?

R’ Shimon Schwab ZT"L, quoting his father, sees deep
significance in this unusual custom. Earlier in the seder, the
middle matzah is broken into two pieces. The smaller piece
remains on the seder table as ™y onY - bread of affliction,
while the larger portion, the gfikoman, is hidden away. The
smaller piece alludes to this world, while the afikoman
represents the World to Come. The pleasures of this world,
though easily accessible, pale by comparison to the spiritual
rewards of the World to Come. Those rewards, however, are
not free. We learn, through this custom with the children, that
one must "pay a price" to earn the larger reward, through
observance of Torah and mitzvos during one's lifetime.

+ee JRINR N1 NI
R' Mordechai of Lechovitz ZT"L would say:
"A Jew must have faith that, indeed, he has faith. Even if
one feels that his Emunah seems clouded in doubt, he should
realize that in truth, only its radiance has become obscured.”

R' Avrohom of Sochatchov ZT"L(Avnei Nezer) would say:

"Every man should sit at his own seder table because every
person must feel that he is totally free. Even if a chasid joins
his Rebbe's seder, there is no way he can feel truly free!"

R’ Shloime Halberstam ZT"L (Bobover Rebbe) would say:
"The scrubbing of cabinets and sweeping of closets helps

to scrub the chambers of one's heart and sweep the dust off

one's soul. so
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encountering the minutest amount of chometz. Many of the_ j
practices have been handed down within their families for
generations, and these customs have taken on the authority of
absolute law within the confines of their homes.

The story is told about the wife of R' Yehoshua Kutner
ZT"L, who was known to be extremely careful and
meticulous in the cleaning and preparation of her home - and
kitchen in particular - for the Pesack holiday. One time, R’
Yehoshua entered his home and found his wife scrubbing a
table so vigorously that she was totally out of breath and
dripping with perspiration. '

R’ Yehoshua called to her, "I believe you may stop
scrubbing now," he said. "You have more than exceeded the
necessary cleaning. According to the Shulchan Aruch, that
table has been more than adequately cleaned.”

His wife didn't even bother to look up. She continued
scrubbing as before and said in mock irritation, "You and
your Shulchan Aruch! If we women followed you and your
Shulchan Aruch - we'd all be eating chometz on Pesach!"

PESACH TORAH GEMS
(1-37) 791 22aNN YHINA DINYY DNN DD

Hashem, in His infinite love for the Jewish people did not
merely take us out of Egypt with wondrous miracles - from
horrible torture to complete freedom. He also did it in the
springtime! Moshe Rabbeinu points this out as Bnrei Yisroel
are leaving Mitzrayim. "Take note," he implores them, "of the
beautiful weather that Hashem has provided us with today."
Could the Jewish people, inundated by this enormous deluge
of kindness from Hashem, focus on and appreciate this extra
"bonus” that Hashem bestowed upon them?

Answers R' Henoch Leibowitz Shlit"a, Yes! From
Moshe's exhortation, we see the extent of man's extraordinary
capacity to recognize kindness and feel gratitude. Even during
the most glorious redemption ever in history, being rescued
by Hashem's mighty hand, every Jew found within himself a
measuring apparatus so delicately calibrated, that it registered
every detail of Hashem's chessed - clearly and distinctly.
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The laws of Pesach are indeed very strict but Jewish
Fausewives, the world over, have added precautions of their
>n, all to avoid even the slightest possibility, G-d forbid, of
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him in conversation to be sure that the rumors of his odd
behavior were not overstated. Then he said, "At the end of
Parshas Tzav, the Torah tells us of the induction of Aharon
and his sons to the Kekhunah - priesthood. It states, "And
Moshe took of the annointing oil....and sprinkled it upon
Aharon upon his garments’. It seems that with Aharon
Hakohen it was his clothing that needed to be sanctified and
not his body, since he himself was a holy person. However,
with reference to his sons, it is written, ‘Upon his sons and
upon the garments of his sons with him'. We realize that with
regard to Aharon's sons, not only their clothing had to be
sanctified, but they themselves had to be sanctified as well."

The Chozeh took the young man's hand. "My son, take an
example from Aharon's sons. Purify yourself before you can
be considered a leader of the people!”

TORAH GEMS
(3=9) 7491 YRN YIRN AYN 1Y IR 029 ... NYFD NN DNG

The first service each night in the Mishkan and Bais
Hamikdosh was the YWwTn non - Separating the ash, which
consisted of removing a portion of the previous day's ashes
from the nawn - altar. These ashes that were removed, were
from the innermost layers of the altar.

R' Meir Shapiro ZT"L writes that this fire that was
always burning on the mizbeach symbolizes the soul of a man,
as it states, (13- Own) »OTN NNWI 711 N 7 - For the lamp of
Hashem is the soul of man. The ashes which conceal the fire
represent the layers of sin which causes the soul to grow
distant from Hashem and lose it's radiance. The Kohen's
removal of some of the innermost ashes to reveal the fire
beneath them, symbolizes that even a soul covered with sin,
retains a spark of holiness that can be reignited. No matter
how distant a Jew has become from Hashem and His Torah, it
is never too late to return to his roots.

It is quite fitting then, that it is the kohen whose service
represents this teaching, for the kohen is a descendant of
Aharon of whom it says in Pirkei Avos (1>-N) "Be among the
disciples of Aharon ..... Loving people and bringing them -
closer to Torah." D
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The Chassidishe Rebbes had absolutely no regard for
people who thought very highly of themselves. Any chasid
who had an impressive Yichus - lineage, nevertheless, had to
prove that his distinguished ancestry had not caused him to
become vain.

A young man, who fancied himself a Torak scholar and
happened to be the grandson of a very well-known Rebbe in
Galicia, once chanced upon the courtyard of the great
Chasidic master, R' Yaakov Yitzchok Hurvitz ZT"L, the
Chozeh of Lublin. This young man was in the habit of
cutting his learning and davening quite short while spending a
good portion of his day traveling from place to place dressed
in the grandeur of his illustrious grandfather, the Rebbe,
putting on airs as if he too, was as eminent a scholar and
Rebbe as his zaide.

It was not long before the Chozeh learned of the eccentric
behavior of this young man, acting as if he was the leader of
thousands of chassidim. R' Yaakov Yitzchok decided that
such inappropriate behavior from a person of such
distinguished and respectable lineage must be put to a halt
~nd asked that the young man come to speak with him.

When the young "Rebbe" arrived, the Chozeh first engaged
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