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äîåøú úùøô ùãå÷ úáù
  Shabbos Parshas Terumah  

  February 28, 2004 - ã"ñùú øãà 'å   

12:37 - úáù / äìåãâ äçðî       (Monsey, NY)      5:26 - úáù úåøð ú÷ìãä                    
 5:46 - úáùä íåé ìù äòé÷ù      ~~~~~~~~       5:44 - úáù áøò ìù äòé÷ù                
6:36 - áéøòî / íéáëåëä úàö        ~~~~~~        8:45 - à"î/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ               

6:58 - íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö        ~~~~~        9:21 - à"øâä/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ             
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Dvar Halachah from Rav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
HONORING A TALMID CHACHAM 

(à-àë) áéáñ áäæ øæ åì úéùòå ... íéèù éöò ïåøà åùòå
   The posuk tells us that the Aron Hakodesh 
required a golden crown all around it. Rashi 
explains that this is symbolic of the crown and 
glory of Torah, as well as Talmidei Chachomim.
Honoring a Talmid Chacham
    A Talmid Chacham is defined as one whose 
Torah knowledge is recognizably greater than that 
of other people (1). For such a person, there is a 
mitzvah and obligation to honor him (2), regardless 
of his age (3). One is required to:
1- Give him an honorable seat in Beis Medrash (4).
2- Call him to the Torah for the first aliyah when 
no kohen is present (5).
3- Serve him before others at a meal (6).
4- Speak respectfully to him at all times (7).
5- Allow him to enter a doorway first (8).
6- Allow him to stand on one's right side (9) while 
walking (or in middle where there are 3 or more). 
7- Give him preference when distributing charity(10).

8- Participate in the funeral and hesped of a Torah 
scholar (11).

9- A úéáä ìòá may honor whoever he wants with 
bentching (12). However, it is preferable to bestow 
this honor on a Talmid Chacham (13).
Standing up in respect of a Torah scholar 
     There is a mitzva to stand up for a Talmid 
Chacham who passes within 4 amos (approx. 6-8 
feet) of someone (14). If this occurs many times in 
one day, with the same scholar, it is nevertheless 
preferable to stand up each time (15). One should 
get up even while davening, learning (16), or saying 
Krias Shema (17), and a Talmid Chacham walks by. 
R' Yosef Sholom Elyashiv Shlit"a holds that 
even when one is teaching, he must stand up.
     If a person is sitting down while holding a Sefer 
Torah, i.e. after doing hagbah, he should not stand 
up for a Talmid Chacham (18). If one is in a mikvah 
and not dressed properly, he is not obligated to 
stand up for a Torah scholar (19). This leniency 
applies, as well, to a person who is ò"ì sitting 
shivah, or ill (à:åòù ã"åé à"îø ïééò)
      There is a special mitzvah of "÷áãú åáå" - "To 
Him you shall cleave," which includes being in the 
company of Talmidei Chachomim, learning from 
them and assisting them financially (20).
      ìò øåù÷ä ïðòä úà äàø ÷çöé ÷øå øääì åòéâäùë ÷øå

 úùåã÷ åì ùé ÷çöé ÷øù øøáúð æà ,åàø àì íäå øää
.ìëì åéôé äìâúîù óñë óåøéö åîë äæå .ïáø÷ë óåâä

 äéä àì ,úåéìâå úåøö éðéî ìë ìáñù åðéáà á÷òé ìáà     
 ìùîð àåä éøäå ,åéîé óåñ ãò åúåìãâ íìåòä éðéòì øëéð
 .óåùôùä éøçà ãò íéàøð äøãäå äåéæ ïéàù úùåçðì
 ,úùåçðå óñë áäæî ïëùîä úà úåðáì é"ðá ååèöð ïëìå

  .åììä úåãîä ìë åá íéìåìë åéäéù éãë

 (ç-äë) 'åâå íëåúá éúðëùå ùã÷î éì åùòå
 úééðáì äøåúä åãçåéù úåéùøô 'á ùéù øàåáî äðä     
 ùã÷î éì åùòå" 'úëãîá ïàë :äðéëùä úàøùäå ïëùîä
 éúðëùå" 'àðù äåöú úùøô óåñá ïëå ,"íëåúá éúðëùå
 åðì óñåúð äîã ,ïéáäì êéøö úîàáå ."ìàøùé éðá êåúá
 óåñ íé úòéø÷å íéøöî úàéöé éñð øçàì ,åæ äòéãéá
 'ô) "íëîò 'ä øáã íéðô ìà íéðô" åá øùà ,äøåú ïúîå

?ïëùîä ïéðáá åðì ùé êøåö äîå ,(ã-ä ïðçúàå
 è÷ì 'ñá ,ì"öæ øù ÷éæééà ÷çöé ø"åîâä ùøôîå     
 àåä åðì óñåúéðù ïàë ãåñéä úîàáù  ,øñåî úåçéù
 ìò åùòðä íéñéðä ìëå úåëîä úøùò ,åðééäã .úåòéá÷ä

ç

(â-äë) úùçðå óñëå áäæ ... åç÷ú øùà äîåøúä úàæå
 ùàä ïùáëá ïçáðù íäøáà äæ áäæ" :ùøãîá àúéà     
 úùçð ,çáæîä â"ò óñëë óøöðù ÷çöé äæ óñë ,áäæë
 ,äåîúì ùéå ".'êììâá 'ä éðëøáéå éúùçð' 'àðù á÷òé äæ
 ÷çöéå ,øúåéá áåùçä øáãì ìùîð íäøáàù åðéöî ïëéä
 íéòãåé åðà éøä ,íäéðùî úåçôì á÷òéå ,åðîî úåçôì

.äæá áà ìë ìù åðéðò ò"öå ?úåáàä øéçá àø÷ð á÷òéù
 úéá ïéòî 'ñá ,ì"öæ áàååù ïåòîù ø"åîâä øàáîå     
 ìáà ,âéñ åá ïéàå éôåéå åéæ åì ùé åòáèá áäæù ,äáàåùä
 óåøöå é÷ð äùòð ë"çàå íéâéñä ïî åúå÷ðì íéëéøö óñë
 ,úøçà äðåëú åì ùé úùåçðå .åøãä àåìîá äàøðå
 ìáà ,ììë øãäå åéæ åì ïéàå ãàî èåùô äàøð äìéçúîù
 ãò åúéàøî äðúùî åúåà íéçöçöîå íéôùôùîù øçàì

.åéôéá áäæë èòîë àåäù
 ìëäù äðéçáäù ,ùøãîä ìù ìùîä åäæù ì"éå     
 øàùáî øúåé íäøáàá úàöîð äøãäå äåéæá íéãåî
 ìëá åòáè àöé ,ùàä ïùáëî àöéù éøçàã ,úåáàä
 äéäù éøä .ìë ïéòì åúåìãâ øåøáå øëéð äéäå íìåòä
 éøäù ,ãéî øåøéáì äëæ àì åðéáà ÷çöé .áäæ úðéçáá
 ,ìàòîùéå øæòéìà ,åéøòð 'á íò äãé÷òì íäøáà êìä

     íò
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 :ä÷ úáù(11)è:àðø ã"åé(10)íù(9)æé:áîø ã"åé(8)ç:ïéùò äçéúô íééç õôç(7).áñ íéøãð(6)è:äì÷ á"î(5)ä:ð÷ ç"åà(4)à:ãîø ã"åé(3)áì:èé àø÷éå(2)á:ãîø ã"åé ê"ù(1)
ã:âð÷ ç"à áøä ò"ù(20)ã"åé ïçìùä êåøò(19)ìàù íééç ú"åù(18)à:ãîø ã"åé óñåé éëøá(17):âì ïéùåã÷(16)æì:áîø ã"åé ê"ù(15)á:ãîø ã"åé(14)íù á"î(13)àø ç"à ùåáì(12)

  

R' Chaim Soloveitchik (Brisker) ZT"L would say:
     "The true Gaon and genius in Torah is not the one who always offers good Torah explanations, but 
the one who never offers bad ones!"

R' Shmelke of Nikolsberg ZT"L would say:
    "See the plot of the Yetzer Hara. In early days, when a Jew became old and his beard turned white, he 
would recount his deeds and repent his sins. When he got even older, he required a cane and that would 
prepare him for his soon-to-come Day of Judgement. But now, young men shave, wear eyeglasses and 
walk vainly with exquisite canes. Thus, they never come to think of their deeds or do a proper teshuva!" 

R' Naftali Berditchever Shlit"a would say:
   "When you were born, you cried and the world rejoiced. Live your life in such a manner that when you 
eventually die the world will cry and you will rejoice!"
THIS ISSUE SPONSORED BY MRS HELEN HOFFMAN IN HONOR OF HER GRANDSON, YITZY'S BIRTHDAY
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withheld, since the mitzvah was intertwined with the sin of coveting the possession of another. 
     "That is why I have arranged to return the menorah to you, his grandson. The sin has now been atoned 
for and the wealthy benefactor of your grandfather will rest in peace, enjoying his eternal reward."    ***

***
***

 íéñéð äøùòå ,òá÷ êøã åá ïåëùì ïëùîì äøáò ,äøåúä
 åéäù íéñéð äøùòì åëôä ,íúòùì íéä ìò åéäù
 éàá ìëì úåãò àåäå ,(ã-ä úåáà) úåòéá÷á ùã÷îá

.ìàøùéá äøåù äðéëùäù íìåò
 äðéëùä úàøùä íöòì óñåðáù ,åðøîà éøä     
 òåá÷ ïéã àåäå ,óñåð ïéã äéä ,ùã÷îá äúéäù åúùåã÷å
 åæ äìòð äòéãéá äøëää úà ùéøùäì - úåøåãì äùòðù

.äá úåìòúäìå

 ìò ,úåøáãä úøùòä úìá÷å éðéñ øä ãîòî ïëå ,íéä
 íéñéðä úà íéàåøù éî ìëå ,íúòùì íéñéð åéä åìà
  úéáá éúáù"ä íðîà .øúåé àìå åæä äòùì íä íéøéëî
 äøåúäå äðéëùä ìù äùåã÷ä úà ùéøùäì ,øîåìë ,"'ä
 äæá ùé .úåøåã éøåãì - "ééç éîé ìë" àåä ,ùîî ùã÷îá
 'ä ïðò úà ïéòá ïéò úåàøì ,úéùåç äòéãé ìù úåøùôà
 ùàë 'ä ãåáë äàøîä ïëå .äìéìå íîåé ïëùîä ìò
 úìá÷ úòùá éðéñ øäá ìàøùé éðá ìë åàøù úìëåà

ë ïëùîì äøáò ,äøåúä(à-àë) áéáñ áäæ øæ åì úéùòå ... íéèù éöò ïåøà åùòå  
    The gemara (:áò àîåé) cites the famous words of 
R' Yochanan: "There were three crowns: For the  
Mizbeach, for the Aron, and for the Shulchan. For 
the mizbeach, Aharon came and claimed it. For the 
Shulchan, Dovid came and claimed it. For the 
Aron, it may still be had, whoever wants it may 
come and claim it."
     R' Yosef Sorotzkin Shlit"a enlightens us with 
a novel explanation. Chazal tell us that these three 
vessels in the mishkan symbolize three elite levels 
of Jewish society. The Aron represents the crown 
of Torah and those who study it. The mizbeach 
represents the crown of Kehunah - Priesthood, the 
family of Aharon Hakohen, while the Shulchan 
reflects the crown of Royalty, the kings and rulers 
who are descended from Shevet Yehudah. Now, 
out of these three societies, two are exclusionary; 
there can only be one king who rules the people 
and only one man can be the kohen gadol. Also, 
only one kohen has the right to perform a specific 
avodah at any given time, to the exclusion of all 
others. Not so with regard to the Torah scholars. 
Each and every Jew has the potential and the 
responsibility to learn Torah, grow in its wisdom 
and claim a piece of the wondrous crown that is 
there for the taking: the glorious Crown of Torah. 
Thus, there is no person who can be excluded from 
it, since even when one individual attains the level 
where he is worthy of assuming the crown, it does 
not in any way negate the possibility of the next 
person to likewise reach up and claim that crown. 
For this reason, Chazal tell us the Aron took up no  
space in the mishkan, to symbolize that no one 
person can claim it for himself and exclude others. 
    

 úøåðî úéùòå ... íéèù éöò ïçìù úéùòå
(àì,âë-äë) 'åëå øåäè áäæ

    The early commentators link the building of the  
ïçìù - Table, to the parsha immediately following 
detailing the creation of the Menorah, in much the 
same manner that Chazal describe the reason why 
Yaakov Avinu blessed his son Zevulun before 
Yissocher. Since Zevulun is the supporter of 
righteous Torah scholars he is worthy of mention 
before his learned brother, Yissocher. Likewise, 
the Shulchan represents the supporter, whereas the 
Menorah alludes to the scholar who learns Torah. 
The question remains: Why, then, does the parsha 
of building the Aron - the ultimate symbol of 
Torah - come before the Shulchan?
       R' Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer ZT"L, 
the Ksav Sofer, expounds that there are two types 
of Talmidei Chachomim who study Torah: One is 
a pure and righteous scholar like R' Chanina Ben 
Dosa, of whom Chazal tell us that the entire world 
was supported on his behalf. Such a Tzaddik does 
not need to be supported by someone else since it 
is in his merit that the world itself is supported. 
The second type is a scholar who learns Torah but 
has not yet reached the elevated level of the first. 
He requires a "Zevulun," a benefactor, to support 
and maintain him while he sits and learns since he 
cannot make it on his own.
     The Aron Kodesh, which contained the tablets 
of the luchos, was placed in the íéùã÷ä ùãå÷ - 
Holy of Holies, alluding to the scholar like R' 
Chanina Ben Dosa, which precedes the Shulchan. 
The Menorah, however, refers to the Talmid 
Chacham who is in need of support, and thus, 
symbolically, the Shulchan precedes it. 
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(á-äë) 'åâå éúîåøú úà åç÷ú åáì åðáãé øùà ùéà ìë úàî äîåøú éì åç÷éå ìàøùé éðá ìà øáã

     Once, when R' Moshe Leib ZT"L of Sassov, was visiting the town of Brod, a wealthy woman came 
to him to ask him to pray for the recovery of her daughter who was seriously ill. When the woman 
introduced herself and mentioned her father's name, R' Moshe Leib realized that he knew of her family, 
who were famous for their generosity to the needy. As it was customary to give the tzadik a monetary 
donation to distribute among the poor or for an urgent cause, the woman removed an envelope from her 
purse and placed it on the table, but R' Moshe Leib refused to accept it. "I don't want money from you!" 
he said. "I know that you have a very beautiful and precious menorah. That is what I want!" 
     "Rebbe," she responded surprised at his request, "I do have the menorah you describe. It is a family 
heirloom for generations. However, if you want it, I will gladly give it to you!" 
     That evening, when she came and presented the menorah to R' Moshe Leib, his students were buzzing 
with amazement. Why had the Rebbe asked for a gift, something so far out of character? And why in the 
world did he want it anyway, when it was a known fact that he used only the menorah he had received 
from his Rebbe, R' Shmelke of Nicholsburg ZT"L? But R' Moshe Leib didn't keep the menorah. 
Instead, he called Yechiel Tzoref, the local silversmith, into his study. "I want to tell you a story about 
your grandfather. When the time came for your grandfather to arrange a match for his daughter, he was 
so poor, he couldn't find a suitor. No one would lend him money, since it was obvious he could never 
return the loan. After exhausting all of his acquaintances he decided to approach a certain wealthy man. 
When he asked him to lend him money, the wealthy man replied, 'I know you will never be able to repay 
me, but I will make a deal with you. You own a very beautiful menorah, the likes of which I have never 
seen. If you will give it to me, I will give you 10,000 gulden, enough for the marriage and even more!' 
     "When the grandfather, whose name was also Yechiel heard the demand, he was shocked and 
dismayed. Every year, his Rebbe, R' Zushe of Anipoli ZT"L, would distribute silver coins to his 
chassidim. R' Yechiel had collected the prized coins year by year, and he melted them down and formed 
them into a magnificent menorah. It was this menorah which the rich man wanted. In the end, R' Yechiel 
had no choice but to accept the rich man's terms and part with his beloved menorah.
     "When the wealthy man passed away and stood before the Heavenly Court there was great confusion 
as to how to rule in his case. On the one hand, the rich man had certainly performed the mitzvah of giving 
tzedakah to help a poor bride. But on the other hand, he had coveted the prized possession of a poor man 
and caused him great pain. Finally, the Court reached a decision. The wealthy man's reward would be 
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