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withheld, since the mitzvah was intertwined with the sin of coveting the possession of another.
"That is why I have arranged to return the menorah to you, his grandson. The sin has now been atoned
for and the wealthy benefactor of your grandfather will rest in peace, enjoying his eternal reward."

TORAH GEMS

(a-agé) aéan aar gz a1 GELI0A... TéeU é00 Tagaauod

The gemara (140 aTa) cites the famous words of
R' Yochanan: "There were three crowns: For the
Mizbeach, for the Aron, and for the Shulchan. For
the mizbeach, Aharon came and claimed it. For the
Shulchan, Dovid came and claimed it. For the
Aron, it may still be had, whoever wants it may
come and claim it."

R' Yosef Sorotzkin Shlit"a enlightens us with
a novel explanation. Chazal tell us that these three
vessels in the mishkan symbolize three elite levels
of Jewish society. The Aron represents the crown
of Torah and those who study it. The mizbeach
represents the crown of Kehunah - Priesthood, the
family of Aharon Hakohen, while the Shulchan
reflects the crown of Royalty, the kings and rulers
who are descended from Shevet Yehudah. Now,
out of these three societies, two are exclusionary;
there can only be one king who rules the people
and only one man can be the kohen gadol. Also,
only one kohen has the right to perform a specific
avodah at any given time, to the exclusion of all
others. Not so with regard to the Torah scholars.
Each and every Jew has the potential and the
responsibility to learn Torah, grow in its wisdom
and claim a piece of the wondrous crown that is
there for the taking: the glorious Crown of Torah.
Thus, there is no person who can be excluded from
it, since even when one individual attains the level
where he is worthy of assuming the crown, it does
not in any way negate the possibility of the next
person to likewise reach up and claim that crown.
For this reason, Chazal tell us the Aron took up no
space in the mishkan, to symbolize that no one
person can claim it for himself and exclude others.

GgddT GEUI0d ... TééU €00 iciu Gétod
(ai,ae-ae) "iéd paae aar
The early commentators link the building of the

ICiU - Table, to the parsha immediately following
detailing the creation of the Menorah, in much the
same manner that Chazal describe the reason why
Yaakov Avinu blessed his son Zevulun before
Yissocher. Since Zevulun is the supporter of
righteous Torah scholars he is worthy of mention
before his learned brother, Yissocher. Likewise,
the Shulchan represents the supporter, whereas the
Menorah alludes to the scholar who learns Torah.
The question remains: Why, then, does the parsha
of building the Aron - the ultimate symbol of
Torah - come before the Shulchan?

R' Avrohom Shmuel Binyomin Sofer ZT"L,
the Ksav Sofer, expounds that there are two types
of Talmidei Chachomim who study Torah: One is
a pure and righteous scholar like R' Chanina Ben
Dosa, of whom Chazal tell us that the entire world
was supported on his behalf. Such a Tzaddik does
not need to be supported by someone else since it
is in his merit that the world itself is supported.
The second type is a scholar who learns Torah but
has not yet reached the elevated level of the first.
He requires a "Zevulun," a benefactor, to support
and maintain him while he sits and learns since he
cannot make it on his own.

The Aron Kodesh, which contained the tablets
of the luchos, was placed in the TéUd+a U&i+ -
Holy of Holies, alluding to the scholar like R'
Chanina Ben Dosa, which precedes the Shulchan.
The Menorah, however, refers to the Talmid
Chacham who is in need of support, and thus,
symbolically, the Shulchan precedes it.
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Once, when R' Moshe Leib ZT"L of Sassov, was visiting the town of Brod, a wealthy woman came
to him to ask him to pray for the recovery of her daughter who was seriously ill. When the woman
introduced herself and mentioned her father's name, R' Moshe Leib realized that he knew of her family,
who were famous for their generosity to the needy. As it was customary to give the tzadik a monetary
donation to distribute among the poor or for an urgent cause, the woman removed an envelope from her
purse and placed it on the table, but R' Moshe Leib refused to accept it. "I don't want money from you!"
he said. "I know that you have a very beautiful and precious menorah. That is what I want!"

"Rebbe," she responded surprised at his request, "I do have the menorah you describe. It is a family
heirloom for generations. However, if you want it, I will gladly give it to you!"

That evening, when she came and presented the menorah to R' Moshe Leib, his students were buzzing
with amazement. Why had the Rebbe asked for a gift, something so far out of character? And why in the
world did he want it anyway, when it was a known fact that he used only the menorah he had received
from his Rebbe, R' Shmelke of Nicholsburg ZT"L? But R' Moshe Leib didn't keep the menorah.
Instead, he called Yechiel Tzoref, the local silversmith, into his study. "I want to tell you a story about
your grandfather. When the time came for your grandfather to arrange a match for his daughter, he was
so poor, he couldn't find a suitor. No one would lend him money, since it was obvious he could never
return the loan. After exhausting all of his acquaintances he decided to approach a certain wealthy man.
When he asked him to lend him money, the wealthy man replied, 'l know you will never be able to repay
me, but I will make a deal with you. You own a very beautiful menorah, the likes of which I have never
seen. If you will give it to me, I will give you 10,000 gulden, enough for the marriage and even more!'

"When the grandfather, whose name was also Yechiel heard the demand, he was shocked and
dismayed. Every year, his Rebbe, R' Zushe of Anipoli ZT"L, would distribute silver coins to his
chassidim. R' Yechiel had collected the prized coins year by year, and he melted them down and formed
them into a magnificent menorah. It was this menorah which the rich man wanted. In the end, R' Yechiel
had no choice but to accept the rich man's terms and part with his beloved menorah.

"When the wealthy man passed away and stood before the Heavenly Court there was great confusion
as to how to rule in his case. On the one hand, the rich man had certainly performed the mitzvah of giving
tzedakah to help a poor bride. But on the other hand, he had coveted the prized possession of a poor man
and caused him great pain. Finally, the Court reached a decision. The wealthy man's reward would be
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