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When Bnei Yisroel committed the sin of worshiping the Golden calf,
and Hashem threatened to turn them over to the custody of an angel,
Moshe pleaded, "You go among us yourself, because they are a stubborn
people”. What kind of a plea is that?

The Maggid of Dubno ZT"L answers with a parable. Several
peddlers got together at the end of the day, and one complained that he
had a very poor day. He had no customers at all for the cheap wooden
forks and spoons he had been trying to sell in the wealthiest part of town.

"You fool!" the other peddlers chastened him. "Those people use only
gold and silver utensils. You should peddle in the poor sections of town!"

Similarly, observed the Maggid, Hashem had just told Moshe that He
was merciful and forgiving. Seizing the chance to effect a total
reconciliation, Moshe asks, "What will You do with Your mercy and
forgiveness? The angels have no use for them for they are never
disobedient or sinful. It is more befitting that You come down and
accompany Bnei Yisroel. They are stubborn and defiant and here You
will have many customers for Your mercy and compassion!"
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R' Aizel of Slonim ZT"L would say:
"By the 5y NON, Jews threw in their gold and silver, just as long as
they would have a G-d. Today, however, so many people are willing to
abandon their G-d, as long as they remain with their gold and silver!"

A wise man was attributed as saying:
"Not to believe Lashon Horah is even harder to accomplish than not
to speak Lashon Horah."

R' Simcha Zissel of Kelm ZT"L would say:
"If someone is stimulated by a spiritual setback to increase his efforts
to gain spirituality, the loss itself is converted into something positive."
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instructions as to which prayers to say. Although mystified and a bit
amused by the strange request, the gangster did as he was told.

Amazingly, after a while, a messenger came with the happy news that
the patient had abruptly shown signs of recovery, and the doctors were
now truly optimistic that he would fully recover.

The gabbai and the other people in the Tzaddik's house were
incredulous. What great miracle had just transpired in front of their eyes?
To the surprised bystanders, the Ba'al Shem Tov explained. "Let me tell
you. I tried to intercede in Heaven for this man, but I found all the doors
closed. I checked to see if I had the right name, but still, my prayers could
not enter. Then, I thought to send for someone who knows how to pick
locks and break through barriers. Once I had him remove those obstacles
with his prayers, mine were able to enter and be received!"
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This posuk can be translated literally. Sx7¥7 %72 WY DX MWD 57
"OMTPI - When you take the sum of Bnei Yisroel according to their
numbers. Explains the Yalkut Shimoni, Hashem said to Moshe
Rabbeinu, "If you want to know the number of Bnei Yisroel, take the
beginning of each tribe's name and from this you will have the number:

The 9 of Reuven has a numerical value of 200, denoting 200,00 people.
The v of Shimon has a numerical value of 300, denoting 300,00.
The » of Yehudah which has a numerical value of 10, is 10,000.
The » of Yissochar has a value of 10, which denotes 10,000.

The t of Zevulun has a value of 7, denoting 7,000

The 4 of Dan which has a value of 4 is 4,000.

The y of Naftali which has a value of 50, denotes 50,000.

The » of Gad has a value of 3, which denotes 3,000.

The N of Asher has a value of 1, denoting 1,000.

The » of Yosef'has a value of 10, which denotes 10,000.

The 3 of Binyomin has a value of 2, denoting 2,000.

The total adds up to 597,000 people. Although the population of Brei
Yisroel was 600,000 when they left Egypt, 3,000 were destined to die as a
result of the 2y xon - Sin of the Golden Calf. Thus, they are considered
dead and not enumerated among the shevatim.

: | this is what he would do.
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The story is told that a man once came running hurriedly to the home of
the great R' Yisroel Ba'al Shem Tov ZT"L and begged him to pray for
a sick person who was in critical condition. The Ba'al Shem Tov asked
for the man's name and his mother's name and retreated to his inner room
where he secluded himself and began to pray.

After a little while, the Ba'al Shem Tov emerged from his room and
asked the person who had come to him if he was sure that the name that
he gave him was the correct one. He said it was, so the Ba'al Shem once
again locked himself in his inner room and continued to pray. But again,
after a short while he came out of his room and called over his gabbai.

“If you don't mind," asked the 7zaddik in hushed tones, "could you
please go out and call for the man known as "the captain of the thieves".
Tell him that I need his assistance immediately and that it's a matter of
life and death." The stunned gabbai took a moment to digest this most
unusual request but if this was the will of the great Ba'al Shem Tov, than

The man was found and brought to the Tzaddik who told him, "There
is a person in desperate need of Divine mercy and I want you to pray
for him." He gave the name of the sick person to the bandit chief and also




