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How can a person experience Shabbos? How does a mortal human approach
the holy of holies that is Shabbos?

Reb Shlomo Carlebach Z"L in his own inimitable manner explains as
follows: Shabbos is back to Paradise. Paradise is a place where everything is
good, everything is holy, everything is beautiful. Paradise is a place where
suddenly it's so clear to me that | can fix all of my mistakes. And even more so,
everything that I had thought was a mistake. Every street | thought was a wrong
street, was really the only way to get there.

Shabbos has two faces; there is keeping Shabbos holy, the thirty-nine laws
of Shabbos, the withdrawing from the world, a non-power kind of life. But then
there is the bliss of Shabbos, the inside of Shabbos, which is a gift from
Heaven. The bliss of Shabbos is even deeper than Paradise. It's a secret
between me and G-d, between me and the people I love so much. Shabbos is
peace because peace is secrets, secrets of the depths, secrets of the deepest
depths. Secrets are the deepest of G-d's revelation. A true Shabbos person
walks the streets of the world and every human being he sees, he seems to have
a secret with. But with those he loves, it's the secret of all secrets. That is the
essence of Shabbos!
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R' Uri of Sambor ZT"L would say:

"It is highly unlikely that I will receive any reward in the World-To-Come
for two mitzvos: Shabbos and Torah. Since 1 get so much spiritual pleasure
when I fulfill these mifzvos, it's not possible that I will also get rewarded for
them as well!"

R' Moshe Wolfson Shlit'"a would say:

"When I go to a yiddishe wedding today, | am amazed at the music that is
played, this music called "Rock". It has no feeling of yiddishkeit. Then 1 found
a clear remez for it in the posuk by Avrohom Avinu: mpm 0PN NN PN 27
nn - "Rock has no (feeling of) fear of Heaven in this place!™

R' Elchonon Wasserman ZT"L HY"D would say:

"I am absolutely certain that if Darwin would have ever looked upon the
holy, shining face of my Rebbi, the Chofetz Chaim, he could have never
uttered such a ridiculous statement that man comes from apes!"

A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS ELI KATZ ON THE BIRTH OF A BABY
GIRL. MAY THEY SEE MUCH NACHAS FROM HER AND ALL THEIR CHILDREN

S OOOOOOOOO OO0 OOOT OO0 OTOT 55T

For all inquiries and m4yn, please call 845-821-6200 or E-mail: TorahTavlin@aol.com




RS LBl el @l S W S S @SS @ S S G IS S Ta ot o S S oG

RS S L Bl WS @l @S WS B S E S @ @ @ S S S TS Ta ot oS S oG L

excessive at all."

R' Yisroel Meir lowered his head with his usual humility. Carefully, in a
soft voice he answered, "Why don't you understand the difference? Look at R’
Chaim Ogzer. People come from all over the world to speak with him and ask
him questions. He is the Gadol Hador and as a result, he has the stature of a
19N vy - ‘Prince of all Israel.” The Torah tells us that a Kohen Gadol
and a Prince are similar in that it is the responsibility of the rest of Klal Yisroel
to see that they are elevated over the rest of the people - npnx Ywn nvTI - and
kept in higher regard than their fellow brothers."

The Chofetz Chaim concluded, "It is quite obvious why the great R' Chaim
Ozer needs to have these extra items in his home, even if they are there against
his wishes. But me - who am I? I am but a simple Jew and I don't need all these
excesses!"
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The Torah clearly prohibits a kohen from coming into contact with a dead
body. Moshe was instructed to convey this mitzvah to the \\nx %1 - children of
Aharon, even though Aharon was still alive. Why was this mitzvah not directed
to Aharon as well as to his children?

The Reisha Rov, R' Aharon Levine ZT"L elucidates the Medrash that
states that when Bnei Yisroel received the Torah on Har Sinai, they achieved
an unparalleled level of spirituality, to the point that the Angel of Death lost all
its power over them. Unfortunately, this freedom was forfeited at the time of
the sin of the Golden Calf and the entire generation that wandered through the
desert never made into Eretz Yisroel, dying one by one all throughout the forty
years. Aharon Hakohen was involved in the 93yn xvon, and even though he
truly maintained his good intentions, he nevertheless continued to bear his
guilt and was hesitant to assume the position of Kohen Gadol. Since the
mitzvah for a kohen is to abstain from any possible contact with a dead body
because of the impurity that lies within it, as a result of the sin of the Golden
Calf whereby the immunity from the Angel of Death was forfeited and lost
forever, thus Hashem specifically instructed Moshe Rabbeinu to give over this
mitzvah only to the children of Aharon, and not to Aharon himself, because to
do so might arouse these feelings of shame and guilt that he had kept in his
heart, even though he had surely atoned for his involvement with sincere
teshuva and repentance. We must learn a lesson from this method of Divine
instruction of how strenuous we must strive to avoid offending another Jew.
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Many of the greatest tzaddikim of yesteryear lived their lives in extreme
poverty and hardship. For some, there simply wasn't any money available to
improve their lifestyle, but for others, any attempt to upgrade their lifestyle or
better their financial condition, was deemed inappropriate and wholly denied.
The holy Chofetz Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT'"L, lived in a
tiny hovel with no floor. One walked on a muddy surface when inside his house
and he felt no need to put any kind of solid flooring down. His family, however,
felt that in the interest of cleanliness, a wood floor would be a wise investment.
Knowing that the Chofetz Chaim would find such a floor excessive, they made
sure to have it installed when he was not around. Of course, once the floor was
already in, the Chofetz Chaim never uttered a word of complaint, lest he hurt
someone's feelings.

It happened that the Chofetz Chaim once traveled to the city of Vilna with
his rebbetzin. They came to the home of the great Rov of Vilna, R' Chaim
Ozer Grodzenski ZT"L, who welcomed them in and made their stay
comfortable. The rebbetzin looked around and noticed that R' Chaim Ozer had
window shades on all the windows in his apartment. The floor that they walked
on was not dried dirt, but rather a proper, solid layer of flooring. She asked her
husband about this.

"Why is it that in the home of R' Chaim Ozer, they have window shades, a
hard floor, and other items which you would consider excessive? Obviously, R'
Chaim Ozer feels that these items are necessary for a home and not considered
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