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The gemara teaches, according to one interpretation, that Moshe was ~np
713 - Absolving an oath, for Hashem, not to destroy Brei Yisroel, since an
utterance by Hashem has the weight of an oath. When Beis Din absolves an
oath through o7y nnn, they proclaim that the oath was taken in error. A
person must be of a single mind when taking an oath. This person, though, was
not; he was like a split personality when he took his oath. He acted in a way
that he cannot explain or defend. The same is true of Teshuva. Man must
declare that two personalities were at work. The personality that sinned has to
be driven out. The concept of Teshuva is built on the notion that the person
who is asking for forgiveness is not the same one who committed the act.

R' Joseph B. Soloveitchik ZT"L says that Moshe grabbed the opportunity
and used this same argument with Hashem. Hashem had decided to destroy the
Jewish Nation because of their sin. However, said Moshe, I have a clear nns -
opening, for You, Hashem, through which You can rescind the oath of
destruction and retribution. Moshe argued that the people really had multiple
personalities. The inner personality of the people who worshiped the golden
calf, however, was still pure. They were just searching for a way to worship
Hashem and this led them down the wrong path. For every Jew that worshiped
the golden calf, there was another Jew who was still pure from sin. The nature
of the Jew is good. Thus Hashem, please be Matir Neder and spare them from
destruction. The Tikunei Zohar says that for this reason, we are 47y 9snp for
Hashem each year by Kol Nidre, that Hashem should forgive the Jewish people.
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R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:
"Some people like to think that Hashem is truly everywhere. But in reality,
Hashem is where you let him in."

R' Meir Leibish Malbim ZT"L would say:

"Hashem promised that He would never punish the Jewish people simply for
the sake of punishment. If it ever became necessary to inflict illness, it would
only be for the Jews' own spiritual benefit, in the same way a physician must
sometimes perform a painful procedure to ensure his patient's recovery."

A Wise Man would say:
"One should keep his words both soft and tender, because tomorrow he may
have to eat them!"
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is just as steeped in nobility of spirit as yours."

While loath to respond to this ridiculous and insulting defense, the rabbi
nevertheless focused on his mission and persisted. "Let me ask you a question.
Have you ever observed how a doctor examines a patient who complains of
chest pains or any other pain connected to the heart? The first thing he does is
take the patient's hand to check his pulse. Why does he need to feel his hand to
check on his heart? Obviously, even the medical community understands that it
is a scientific fact that the status of the heart can be determined by checking
the hand!"

He then declared with finality, "In your case, however, | must say, that if
your hand remains closed, you cannot possibly claim that you have an open
heart!"
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Hashem tells Moshe, 114 197 - "Go, down", from Heaven to the people.
Two commands. One command was in the spiritual sense and one was in the
physical sense. The Medrash expounds on this saying that when Hashem told
Moshe to go because Bnei Yisroel had sinned and fallen, Moshe was so grief
stricken that he could not find his way down from Heaven. He was lost, until
Hashem searched under His throne and said, “Moshe, 114 15 - Go down through
this opening!” An incredible Medrash! What does it mean?

R' Moshe Wolfson Shlit"a elucidates the symbolism of this Medrash.
Sometimes a person can sin and fall down to such a low point where, by all
means and accounts, he should be forever lost, not allowed back into the folds
of the Jewish people. But Hashem, Who created the Torah, says no one will be
forever lost. Thus, even while Brei Yisroel were stumbling, sinning with the
golden calf - the sin of all sins! - regarding which the gemara says, “There is
no suffering in this world which is not due in some way to the sin of the calf,”
Hashem was already performing miracles to bring about their salvation. He
created a "hole" under His Throne for Moshe, who had just prayed for his
people's salvation; an opening that will become the tunnel by which the worst,
the most rejected, the furthest expelled souls of Israel will be able to make
their way back to the Throne of Hashem. This is made clear right away in
Parshas Ki Sisa, the parsha where we read about the terrible sin of the golden
calf. The posuk says, noy1pan 9y 92wn Yo - “Everyone who passes through
the census” - will be counted. The message is clear. Even the Yyyn xon. the sin
of all sins, is prefaced with the message, “Don’t worry - no one is out forever!”
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The story is told that in one old European community, there was a dire need
for funds to provide relief for several poor families. A collection was taken up
by the members of the community and the gabbaim went door to door
collecting money. Eventually, they made their way to the door of one wealthy,
but very stingy citizen, who completely ignored the sense of urgency involved
and contributed a mere pittance. The gabbaim were quite disappointed and even
asked the rabbi of the community to personally appeal to the wealthy miser. The
rabbi did and he, too, met with little success.

The rabbi then tried this angle. "The gemara relates that the Givonim, a tribe
of people who had converted to Judaism, were behaving in a cruel and barbaric
manner. It reached a point, finally, where Dovid Hamelech officially renounced
their conversion, relying on the absolute fact that kindness and compassion are
innate Jewish character traits, and that cruelty is incompatible with a Jewish
identity. On this basis, they did not deserve to be considered among the Jewish
nation and their Jewish status was rescinded. Thus, we see that anyone who
does not manifest these attributes is raising doubts about the authenticity of his
roots." The rabbi looked straight at the rich man and said, "For you to refuse to
be of help when the needs of the poor are so desperate makes me wonder as to
whether you indeed belong to our great nation."

The rich man was foolishly indignant. "How dare you say that! Do you know
who [ am? I am just as Jewish as anyone else. [ am extremely open-hearted to
what [ feel is necessary, giving money where [ believe it is needed, and my soul
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