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the king took his retribution and exacted punishment.
“wna: This, explains R’ Boruch of Kosov ZT”L, is the
meaning of the gemara (» yo»): “Whoever harasses the

sins and is in need of punishment, the Almighty will raise up
an inferior nation and make them great in order to subjugate
the Jews. When the enemy feels mighty, then will Hashem
exact Hisrevenge against them in its most severe form.

Jewish People will attain leadership.” When Klal Yisroel
A SERIES IN HALACHAH % ‘
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY m m H
HalachosPertainingtothe ‘“Torah” Table (21)

How to Make a Beracha on Food. The gemara () states:

“One should not throw a beracha out of his mouth.” This

includes a number of things that a person should and should not

doin order to maximize the quality and power of his beracha.

1) Haste. A person should not rush through a beracha as if he
is carrying a heavy burden that he wants to get rid of .
Haste also makes it hard to concentrate and say the beracha
with proper feeling.

2) Pronunciation. One must be careful to pronounce the
words correctly and fully without slurring or skipping any
syllables. Also, it is of prime importance to enunciate the
name of Hashem (--1-N) properly. A mistake that some
people make is on the vowel after the Dalet (7). The correct
vowel there is a "05n" which some pronounce as “0” as in
hole. Others say “oi” as in oil, and others from German

descent say “ow” similar to cow. The same way one says a

Cholem elsewhere, he should say it here after the Dalet.

Hashem’s name should sound A-d-0-n-o-y (or the other

ways of the Cholem) with the accent stress on the third

syllable. Some mistakenly say A-d-i-n-o-y or A-d-e-n-o-y.

This mistake might invalidate the beracha. See Piskei

Teshuvos (0" mx Ynoon N i19) if there is any justification

for this seemingly mistaken pronunciation.
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The Ramba”m, Rabbeinu Moshe ben Maimon ZT”’L (Mishne Torah) writes:
“The Torah tells us: "YoxnN NN ONY - ‘And if you will consider my decrees revolting.” This refers to the

teachings, laws and decrees of the Talmidei Chachamim and Torah scholars. It is a grave sin to despise the scholars
or hate them. Yerushalayim was destroyed only when its scholars were treated with contempt, as it says, ‘They
mocked the messengers of Hashem and despised His words and scoffed at His prophets.’ (302 ©1>127) One who
despises and disgraces the scholars will have no share in the World to Come!”

R’ Mordechai Gifter ZT”L (Rosh Yeshivas Telshe) would say:

“The mmw»2 (bashfulness) of a Jew signifies his inherent consciousness of imperfection before the Almighty.
However, ours is an age void of G-d-awareness and G-d-consciousness. It is, therefore, a generation which knows
no shame. As a result, the inherent character barrier against crime and violence is lost. Small wonder, then, that
ours is an age of utter moral decay.”

Rrop ?;752‘\"! TR

ovri 'D N AN 'I?'l pa

3) Concentration. One should concentrate on the meaning of
the words of the berachos and say them with a feeling of
gratitude. There are a number of ways suggested by our
sages to help us say the berachos in this manner. While it is
almost impossible to use all these methods every single time,
it is still worthwhile to invest effort to use some or at least
one of the following methods, which are based on a person’s
awareness that/of:

a) Hashem loves and waits to hear my berachos 3).

b) Berachos bring down Divine mercy @), life (5), blessings
©), parnassa (7. These wonderful gifts come down from
Heaven commensurate to the quality, feeling and
enthusiasm of my beracha.

¢) How much sun, light, rain, wind, etc. was necessary to
create the food that I’'m about to eat.

d) How many people - farmers, planters, harvesters, packers,
factory workers, bakers, truck drivers, store-keepers,
shoppers, were involved in bringing this food to my table.

e) How the beracha spiritually elevates the food and the
reciter (as explained last week).

f) This food is my dose of life for the next few hours and
contains the necessary ingredients to keep all my body
systems going.

g) The taste, color and nutrition I will get from this food.

NYW 91 '3 901 (3) OW 9 (2) 10 Mo (1)
NDINID (6) YW 4T 3 9 (5) 3 M2 N'2w (4)
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A Wise Man would say:

“In matters of principle stand like a rock; in matters of taste swim with the current.”
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Rashi quotes the famous words of the Toras Kohanim at the beginning of this week’s parsha: Ynnw -125n>npN1 ox"
"Mooy - “Ifyou will go in the ways of My laws - That you shall intensely labor in (the study of) Torah.” The study
of Torah and the need for constant diligence and m>ny, is a Jew’s most important obligation in this world, and every
minute that one spends in the pursuit of Torah knowledge is richly rewarded, both in this world and in the next. Itis not
enough to simplylearn Torah; one must expend extra effort and diligence in order to plumb the depths of Torah.

An extremely complex halachic question once arose in a certain town, leaving the local beis din unable to render a
decision on the difficult case before them. Two representatives were sent to the town of Tismanitz to consult with the
brilliant Rov, R’ Meshulam Igra ZT”’L, and to get a decision from him. On the way, the two men stopped at an inn,
where a fellow traveler, a young Talmudic scholar, engaged them in conversation and asked them the purpose of their trip.

When he heard what had brought them, he suggested, “Perhaps, you’d like to present the question tome?”

The two men laughed heartily, saying, “A difficult question that has stumped all our local rabbanim - do you really
think you are capable of resolving such a difficultquestion?”’

“Well, perhaps you could just tell me what it is,” the young man responded with the confidence of youth. “If you are
not satisfied with my solution you can always continue your journeyto R’ Meshulam Igra.”

Feeling that they had nothing to lose, the two put the case before this young scholar. He closeted himself in his room
for about an hour, at the end of which he presented them with a full written psak (decision). As soon as they read it they
felt certain that this was indeed the correct verdict; however, as they were already nearly at their destination, they
continued on to present the case before R’ Meshulam Igra as well.

When he heard the complicated case, R’ Meshulam Igra nodded his gravely. “I will need a few days to look into this
matter.” After anumber of days, theyreturned, and R’ Meshulam asked for yet another day. Finally, he handed them his
verdict, which was exactly the same as the one the young man at the inn had given them! Surprised, they told the Rov
that there was a young man who had arrived at the same answer as he, but in one hour instead of close to one week!

“I must meet this genius!” exclaimed R’ Meshulam Igra. “He must surely be one of the giants of the generation, with
suchincrediblelearningability!”

He hastened to don his Shabbos clothing, as befits a visit to such a luminary. During the ride to theinn, R* Meshulam
Igracouldbarelysuppresshisexcitementathisimminent meeting with such a Torahgenius.

When he arrived, he greeted the young scholar heartily and told him he had heard that he was an outstanding Talmid
Chacham. Taken aback, the young scholar asked why the great Rov thought such a thing. R” Meshulam was surprised at
the question. “But you came up with such a brilliant solution tothat difficult sha’alah!”

The young man turned red. “Oh, that!” he said quietly. “I’ll explain. You see, [ am finding it extremely difficult to
make a living. When I heard that these men needed a decision rendered, I thought I could help them and earn some
money at the same time. I thought that perhaps the difficulty of the question was overrated. But when they presented the
sha’alah to me and I saw that it was indeed very complicated, I went into a room and cried, ‘Hashem, please save me
fromshame!” And He gave me the answer! It wasn’t through my Torahlearning that I got the psak, it was my tefillah!”

Disappointed, R’ Meshulam Igra told him, “You can daven?1thought you could learn!” With that, he turned and left.
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en: A low member of the King’s court was accused of
committing a terrible crime. The Viceroy had been found
murdered and all signs pointed to this man’s complicityin
thecrime. He wasarrested and convicted.

In a surprise move, however, rather than be imprisoned
in a dungeon, this low ranking member was promoted.
Soon, he found himself in an important ministerial
position. After a few short weeks, he was again promoted
and was now a senior member of the cabinet.

The man couldn’t believe his good fortune. Instead of

beingpunished, hewasbeingrewarded!

It was not long before he rose to the highest office in the
land - the position of Viceroy. He reveled in his good
fortune and he relaxed in the knowledge that he was now
the second most powerful person in the government. His
arroganceand gloryknewnobounds.

At the height of his fame, he was suddenly arrested! He
protested loudly but to no avail. The king then ordered his
execution. It was precisely at the point of his highest glory
- when he believed himself to be “high and mighty” - that
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The words "PNX 7w "Y' - “And if your brother becomes
impoverished” is mentioned a number of times in the
parsha. It is interesting to note that only the final time does
the Torah express a reason for the impoverishment of the
Jew. As Rashi details: “Who caused him to become
impoverished? Through his attachment to the non Jew;
through having learned from the actions (of the non-Jews).”
Thus, the punishment for a Jew who wishes to attach
himself and learn from the actions of the non-Jews and
idol-worshipers is that the non-Jew will become rich, the
Jew will become impoverished, and ultimately he will be
sold as a slave to work for the non-Jew.

When R’ Yisroel Salanter ZT”L met the famed
Rasha’sh, R’ Shmuel Strashun ZT”’L, the latter said to
him, “Thave been told that your Rebbetzin boughta lottery
ticket, and that when you became aware of it, you called
her before two witnesses and said, ‘I have no claim upon
your estates, their produce, and the produce of their
produce forever.” Does this imply that you hold that it is
good to be poor and forbidden tobe a wealthy man?”

“No, not at all,” answered R Yisroel. “Why should it be
forbidden to be a wealthy man if one utilizes his money
properly, as ordained in the Torah? The reason I
renounced any share in the lottery ticket was because I feel
that buying a lottery ticket and depending on such sources
is in itself a manifestation of lack of faith. We are
obligated to believe that Hashem will bless us in a manner
of His choosing. But to risk money in anything where the
loss - in this case the cost of the lottery ticket - is
immediate, while thereward (winning the prize) is distant
and far-fetched, this is something which one who has real
faith in Hakadosh Boruch Hu should notdo.”

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ..
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The gemara (:3m>32) discusses the middah of ga’avah
-haughtiness: “Hewho walkswithanupright stature, even
a distance of four cubits, is as though he pushed against
thefeetofthe Shechinah(Divine Presence).” Furthermore,
the gemara lists as one of the six things which are a "N -
“shameful” - for a Torah scholar is to “to walk with an
upright stature.” However, this seems to be in direct
contradiction to another dictum of chazal (XD PWVYTP):
“One is forbidden to walk four cubits with an upright

stature.” Why in one place is “walking upright” merely
considered “shameful” whereas in another place it is
literallyforbidden?

The Chasam Sofer, R’ Moshe Sofer ZT”’L quotes the
words of the Sifra on the posuk, “And I will walk among
you, and will be your G-d, and you shall be My people.”
The Sifra comments: “I will walk about with you in
Paradise (Y19 V) as one of you.” In the next posuk, the
blessing concludes, “Andlmade youwalk upright,” which
the Sifra interprets as "Ny NP2 - with an “upright
stature.” This implies that when all the blessings will be
fulfilled and Bnei Yisroel will be following the precepts
outlined in the Torah, the Jewish People will be able to
walk with an “upright stature” without any reason tohang
their heads in shame or dishonor. This will also preclude
anysemblance or possibilityof ga’avah and haughtiness as
in “pushing against the Divine Presence,” since the
Almighty Himself“will walk about with you.”

Since a Talmid Chacham merits such a blessing, his
walking with an “upright stature” would not be considered
aformof arrogance atall. Nevertheless, since some people
may attribute his demeanor to haughtiness, it would be a
N (shameful) for him to walk in this manner (S. Weiss)

“%w m‘* FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The day of Lag Bomer is a day of great simcha. On this day, the world received an incredible depth of Torah from Rabi
Shimon bar Yochai, which is the reason we light fires in his memory to signify the great light that illuminated the world. On
this day, too, we celebrate the end of the horrific period when all 24,000 disciples of Rabi Akiva died.

R’ Gedalya Schorr ZT”L offers an insightful remark. Rabi Akiva should have been completely devastated and

discouraged. Anyone else would say to himself, “Maybe I should not be in chinuch!” But the great and holy Rabi Akiva
reacted quite differently. He didn’t sit around and bemoan his terrible loss. Instead, he immediately took five new talmidim -
among them Rabi Shimon Bar Yochai - and started teaching Torah! And all the Torah we have today is from them!

One of the non-kosher birds mentioned in Parshas Shemini is the "nod1". The Gemara Gittin brings down an interesting
story about how Shlomo Hamelech procured the "»nv” - the special worm that cut the stones of the Bais HaMikdosh. The 7w
0> YV (Angel of the Sea) chose the N7 bird to guard this invaluable treasure because there was no one as trustworthy as
her! But when she failed to watch over the Shamir and it was captured from her, she was so distressed that she killed herself!

The lesson of both these stories is the same. Greatness in a person is not measured in their talent or ability. Greatness is
measured in how one reacts when there is pain, failure, difficulty or tragedy. We must emulate Rabi Akiva who raised
himselfupin the face of the most horrificloss and in this merit became the Master and teacher of the entire Jewish nation.




