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    Honesty and friendliness in business, apart from causing a
Kiddush Hashem, also brings the redemption closer. Hashem  does
not want Moshiach to come when the gentiles will look and say that
the Jews were really unworthy to merit him (7). 
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH

    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs of Tzedakah - Opportune times to give    

    In our ongoing discussion regarding proper and special

occasions when a person should try to give tzedakah, we

mentioned last week certain Yomim Tovim when it is

considered appropriate and meritorious to do so. Let us

elaborate on a number of these festive occasions.

Before a Yom Tov. A significant part of the mitzvah

of "ldjc ,jnau" - “You shall rejoice on your festivals”

(1) is to make sure that poor and needy Jews are also

able to feel joyous during the holidays. This can be

done by inviting them to join one’s Yom Tov meal, or

by making sure that they have enough for themselves

for the Yom Tov (2). This works in two (or more) ways:

Firstly, Hashem rewards vsn sdbf vsn - measure for

measure, and brings happiness to those who bring

happiness to others. Secondly, the heart-warming

feeling of having done the right thing helps the giver

feel true inner joy which he then feels on Yom Tov.

This includes the special mitzvah of Kimcha D’Pischa,

helping the poor with the many expenses of Pesach.

The Month of Elul until Hoshana Raba. During the

spiritually awesome months of Elul and Tishrei, when

Klal Yisroel is being judged for the coming year, while

at the same time going through the process of teshuvah

- repentance, for previous sins, giving charity helps on

12.

13.

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

all fronts (3). It is a powerful shield from harsh decrees.

Our acts of mercy activates Hashem’s thirteen attributes

of mercy (ohnjrv ,usn d"h) which shine at their very

brightest during this critical time. The atonement of the

teshuva process is aided by the self-sacrifice and

“suffering” of giving the profit of one’s toil to the needy.

Certain days during this time stand out as extra-crucial to

receive the merit of giving tzedakah. These include Erev

Rosh Hashanah, Erev Yom Kippur, Erev Sukkos, and

Hoshana Raba, which are singled out as the most

opportune days for giving. Of course, the other days are

also important.

Rosh Chodesh. The first day of a new Jewish month is

a very special day, especially for ladies. The holiness of

the day and its importance magnifies the mitzvah of

tzedakah and the reward is double (4).
 

Once a week. If some of the options mentioned over

the previous few weeks cannot or will not be done, for

whatever reason, there is a special merit in giving

charity at least once a week (5), or to do even better and

give every Monday and Thursday (6).

 

14.

15.

cuvtk,uae ,uphsr kucxk ifuna hsf sg 'oukav ,t lhrgvku 
'rtucn varpv lanvc vbvu /ivfv irvt vaga unf - urucg
hbpk ovhyn uthcv ohthabva vzc 'vrndb irvt sdb ,eukjnva
jrp vbvu" w,fsf 'vjrpu ovng vhva irvt vync xb vagbu 'wv

/(d"f z"h) "ohsea kndhu .hm .mhu jrp tmhu 'huk ,hck irvt vyn
  ohseacs 'teus "ohsea"c xb vagba vz ihbg rtck ahu 

wc aha ubhmn vbvs /oukav ka ,kgu,u '",eukjn"v ihbg ohznurn
wc duxu '"rn upuxu eu,n u,khj," tuva sjt dux 'ohsea hbhn
tuv ifa 'k"hu /(ws wt ,uragn) "eu,n upuxu rn u,khj," tuva
ohgb vkhj,c 'ubuckg kg oeubu ',eukjnc crg,na hn ',eukjnc
crg,vkn  gbnba hn kct ',urhrn - sxpvu iuhkf upux kct 'uk

/eu,n upux kct 'uk rnu vae vkhj,c 'ubuckg kg kjunu 'vc
    sxpvvu ,eukjn ihhbgc ,rcsnv uz varp ohtrue ubt vbvu

ihc hnh ohkhj,n uca zun, asuj ,khj,c 'vsh kg ordba
'asenv ,hc icruj kg ohkct,n ubt ovca ohnh 'ohrmnv
asenv crjba rtucnu 'crjhvk uk unrda ,uchxc ohbbuc,nu

/(:y tnuh) ,eukjnv hbpn hbav
   ,eukjnv iya ardk 'uz varp ,threc rrug,vk ubkuf vfzb

v,t" vhvhu 'icrujv thcva vzv ihhbgv ieu,h vzcu 'ubbhc ,seurv
/".rtc - sjutn- sjt hud ktrah lngf hnu" h"g "sjt lnau sjt

   tiht vyn ka s"c hrva ',eukjnv vae vnf vtru tc" h"ar
itfu 'vba wf sg vkgn ka s"cu ',urga h,a thcha sg ihabug

 ;t usctohsa hebuh rtcnu '"vhrt rudc k"rvnvvru,va '
 /",eukjnv vae"a ouan 'u,n ;yv oda ubhsnkk ';yv vrhfzv

hbc obhta ;yv oda ",eukjnv vae" vnc 'vae vrutfku    
 rtcnu /vkkdc oh,n ohabugohhj lrscu oa k"rvnv(z"hn v"p) 

'whbav ouhc trcb oubvhdwa (wu ws vcr ,hatrc) arsnc t,ht vbvs
sjtva - vkscvu eukhj kg vrun woh,aw rpxna 'vzc ruthcvu
ubhhv ohh,au 'sjt tuvaf er tuv rcsv ouheu 'ohhbak ekjb
ouhc trcb 'ostv rsgvu sxpv tuva "oubvhd" ifku 'rcsv sxpv
- ,eukjnv ,uvna z"hpk rtucnu /rsgvvu sxpvv ka ouh - hbav

/oubhvd - sxpvvu rsgvv tuv 'eukhj
hbc obhta ;ts ',eukjnv kkdc ;yv u,n vnk rtcn z"hpku    
kct '(/vb ihrsvbx) "uvhhkg tbnjr xj"a ouan uvz 'ihabug
u,uvna ',eukjnc ohexg,na ruchmn ekj ov ohbyevaf
lu,c tmnb usha iye unf 'uz iuhkfn uyknha hrapt h,kc 'iuhkf

/;rahkn yknhh tka 'atv
/(t"h wt ,uct) "ouka cvut 'irvt ka uhshnk,n huv rnut kkv"    

v rtcn'wev v"ka'irvtk ghdna sucfv ruegk vmr jrea 'ubhmna 
'"irvt ka uhshnk,"n ,uhvk ostv kg if 'rcs uk vbg tk irvtu

cuvtk,uae ,uphsr kucxk ifuna hsf sg 'oukav ,t lhrgvku 
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     (hwdtktp wrv) ohhjv ;f (4) t:jke ost hhj (3) jh:u y"uh wkv o"cnr (2) sh:zy ohrcs (1)
         s"g'd"g vumn d"nx (7) s :ynr s"uh l"a (6) d"hr vtrhv rpx - vbuh ubhcr (5) df:sk
          

Rabbeinu Moshe Ben Maimon ZT”L (Ramba”m) wrote in his final will and testament:

      “Do not contaminate your souls with ,eukjn - strife, which destroys body, soul and money. I saw white

that turned black, dignitaries humiliated, families driven away, officers demoted from their stature, large

cities shaken, groups separated, individuals lost, men of faith destroyed, and respected people scorned, as a

result of strife. Prophets, wise men and philosophers .... have all despised it and fled from it, they distanced

themselves from all who loved it, its proponents and adherents. And even if all your family love arguments,

be strong and stay away from them, lest you be swept away because of their iniquity!”

R’ Zev Wolf of Strikov ZT”L would say:

     “Why were Korach and his followers punished by being swallowed up by the earth? Because Korach and

his congregation fought against Moshe, who was more humble than anyone ‘on the face of the earth.’ If so,

there was no other place for Korach and his followers to descend other than underground!”

A Wise Man would say:

    “A smile is a curve that can set a lot of things straight.”

MAZEL TOV SHIA & HADASSAH KALISCH ON THEIR CHASUNAH. MAY THEY SEE MANY HAPPY YEARS TOGETHER 
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



his mother and sole surviving sister in the ghetto and his life revolved around seeing to it that they had enough

to eat and be sustained during those bitter days. He would go out daily foraging until he could bring home his

prize and his devotion to his mother and sister knew no bounds. He was prepared to risk his life for them.

    One day as he was returning home, a strange silence hung on the streets - the silence that followed death

and Aktions. Running into his room, he discovered that it had been broken into, looted and his sister, his one

and only most precious sister was gone! She had been taken by the Gestapo, explained a neighbor quietly.

    Without thinking, he tore out of the room and ran straight to the Gestapo headquarters! Bursting into the

room, he was met at the desk by a young clerk who was amused at the wild-eyed look of the Jew. “What do

you want here, Jew?” he asked. “To be shot on the spot? No problem.” He unhooked his revolver.

    “You took my sister,” spat out the boy in an accusing voice which surprised even the Nazi.

    “Really? Who’s your sister?” obliged the clerk who obviously felt used to responding to orders when they

were made in a demanding voice. At this point, he motioned to another S.S. officer to come into the room.

   “My sister is the beautiful girl you just brought in today,” replied the brother impatiently. “I want her back!”

    The second German burst into laughter. “You want her back? What strange ideas Jews have these days.

You know, that Jews come in here - they don’t usually go out!” The clerk now joined him in laughing as the

boy stood there defiantly. Once again, however, he shouted, “Give me back my sister!”

    This time, the second German, obviously a senior officer, stopped laughing and looked menacingly at the

boy. “So, you want your sister back? Well, I’ll tell you what,” he said with a sneer. “When you will grow hair

on the palm of your hand - I’ll let your sister go!” He continued to stare intimidatingly.

    Unthinking, the boy opened his hand. Together, they all looked at the boy’s palm - which was covered with

a tangle of black hair! The Nazi began screaming, “You Jewish devil! Satan! Take your sister and get out of

here before I machine-gun you both!” Hysterical, he ran into the next room and brought out the girl. Instantly,

the boy grabbed her hand and together they ran out of the Gestapo building, out of the ghetto and deep into

the forest where they hid from the Nazis for the duration. 

    How did such a thing occur? Was it a miracle? Much later, this Holocaust survivor recounted the amazing

circumstances. “When I was a small child, I would help out in a factory in my hometown. One day, my hand

got caught in a machine - it was a terrible accident. Somehow, the doctors managed to save my shattered

hand and today I have full use and power of it. Apparently, though, the skin that was grafted onto my palm

came from a hairy part of my body and in my teens, hair actually began to grow on the palm of my hand.

Doctors tell me today that this is impossible, but the palm of my hand did not go to medical school!” 

    Obviously, Hashem destined this young boy to protect and save his sister in a most miraculous fashion and

he prepared the remedy (vtupr) even before the calamity (vfn).

((((eeeekkkk----ffffhhhh))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    mmmmddddllll    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    llllkkkkaaaa    eeeerrrrbbbbzzzz    llll`̀̀̀eeee    ddddllll`̀̀̀dddd    mmmmiiiirrrryyyyxxxxdddd    mmmmiiiiyyyypppp`̀̀̀dddd    iiiilllldddd`̀̀̀    llllrrrrnnnn    `̀̀̀pppp    eeeexxxxeeeeqqqq 
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                    `̀̀̀eeeedddd    ''''dddd    xxxxggggaaaaiiii    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀dddd    ddddiiiiddddeeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiieeeellll    iiiippppaaaa    mmmmkkkkllll    aaaaxxxx    yyyyeeeeccccwwwwdddd                    ((((ffff----ffffhhhh))))

  Rashi asks: “Korach was intelligent, so what led

him to (persist in) this foolishness (,uya)?” It would

seem that Korach’s actions were much more wicked

than foolish; why does Rashi look at what he did as

“foolishness”? Also, the Medrash relates that Korach

was incited to rebellion by his wife. She argued,

“Why did Moshe appoint his brother as Kohen Gadol

and leave you to carry the heavy Aron?” Yet, this

Medrash is difficult to understand, since Chazal

teach us that the holy Aron in the Mishkan was

weightless; in fact, it maintained the characteristic of

"uhtaub ,t taub" - “carrying its carriers,” and they

expended no energy when walking! What, then, was

Korach and his wife complaining about?

    R' Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg Shlit’a explains

that the ease or difficulty of any endeavor is

dependent on one’s attitude. If one believes in the

Torah’s power to carry a person, it will do so. If one

views the Torah as a burden, it will feel like one.

Similarly, if one devotes himself to spiritual growth,

it is not hard to accomplish. This is the meaning of

the gemara (:db vfux) that at the end of time,

tzaddikim will be surprised to discover how “big” the

yetzer hara really is and how hard it is to conquer it.

Since tzaddikim devote their entire lives to

overcoming the yetzer hara, it seems easy to them. 

    Certainly Korach's actions were wicked. However,

he could never have stooped so low and caused such

a terrible rebellion had he not been foolish enough to

confuse righteousness and wickedness. To him, the

Torah was a heavy burden and it certainly did not

“carry” him. Thus, Rashi wants to know: What was it

that led Korach to persist in his foolishness?

        zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    mmmmzzzz`̀̀̀    rrrrllllaaaazzzzeeee    ddddiiiitttt    zzzz`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    ggggzzzzttttzzzzeeee
    ggggxxxxwwwwllll    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀dddd    llllkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    mmmmddddiiiizzzzaaaa((((aaaallll----eeeehhhh))))    

   The posuk is explicitly clear that when the ground

opened up to swallow Korach and his congregation, it

buried deep within, “them, their houses, and every

person that was with Korach, and their possessions.”

This would imply that nothing was left of the House

of Korach, including his entire family. However, later

in Parshas Pinchos we are told, "u,n tk jre hbcu"
(th-uf) - “The sons of Korach did not die.” The

Seforno gives a terse explanation: “Every person

that was with Korach” - those that continued along

with him in the argument. His sons did not perpetuate

the fight and thus they did not die. 

    R’ Isaac Sher ZT”L follows along this line of

reasoning by quoting the words of the Yalkut Shimoni

who describes how when Korach was holding court

in his tent, his sons who were sitting at his side saw

Moshe Rabbeinu and they hid their faces in the sand.

It is better, they reasoned, that we show respect to our

great leader Moshe, even if it will cause us shame

and disgrace by our own father. This pure mindset

allowed them to pursue a course of Teshuvah and in

the end they did not sin with their father. It was their

strong will and righteous sense of conscience that

allowed them to break away from their family and

friends and do what they knew to be the right thing.

As a result, they were spared from a gruesome death

and even rose to become great men in Klal Yisroel.

    This is an important lesson that every Jew must

learn. Often we do things because it is what everyone

else does, it is the fashionable way to be, or it is what

we think others want us to do. The only sure thing in

life is following the Torah; let us do what Hashem

wants and not worry about what others think!  

llllyyyynnnn:  Years ago, one of the senior advisors to the
King of Morocco was a wicked man by the name of
Mohammed Adridi. He was arrogant and disliked by
many of his fellow advisors. He cared little what
others thought and he gathered a small group of cons-
pirators who helped him plot to overthrow the king.
    Early on, they met with success and it seemed as if
they might depose the king entirely. But his nasty
demeanor and tendency to turn on his own people
finally led his accomplices to arrange to have him
caught in the act. The king was delighted to have his
arch-enemy in custody and immediately ordered that
he be hanged at midday in the public square. 

    Yet, his arrogance knew no bounds. Even as he
was hoisted up and the noose placed around his neck,
Adridi laughed and called out, “Look, lowly peasants,
previously my position elevated me above you and
even now I am still raised up higher than you!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Chazal tell us (/yh ihcurhg): “The wicked ones,
even as they stand on the threshold of Gehinnom, do
not show any repentance.” Dasan and Aviram
rebelled against Moshe Rabbeinu and brazenly
attacked his leadership. Yet, even as the ground
began crumbling underneath them, they showed no
remorse or intention to undo their misdeeds. They
sank into the ground, wicked to the end. 
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    ((((bbbbkkkk----ffffiiii))))    mmmmiiiiccccwwwwyyyy    llllnnnnbbbbiiiieeee    uuuuiiiivvvv    uuuuvvvviiiieeee    ggggxxxxtttt    `̀̀̀vvvviiiieeee    iiiieeeellll    zzzziiiiaaaallll    ooooxxxxdddd`̀̀̀    ddddhhhhnnnn    ggggxxxxtttt    ddddppppddddeeee    zzzzeeeeccccrrrrdddd    lllldddd`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀    ddddyyyynnnn    `̀̀̀aaaaiiiieeee    zzzzxxxxggggnnnnnnnn    iiiiddddiiiieeee
    The irvt vyn - staff of Aharon, which sprouted fruit and developed nuts (almonds) proving once and for

all that Aharon Hakohen and Shevet Levi were indeed the chosen tribe to serve in the Mishkan, was a

miraculous stick. Many Rishonim learn that in fact, the staff of Aharon was one of the marvels that Hashem

created on the first Erev Shabbos of Creation, during ,uanav ihc (twilight) and it was later concealed away.

Ultimately it will be found in the hand of Moshiach, as he arrives to liberate the Jewish People. Hashem

purposely created this staff well in advance, to eventually be a source of Kiddush Hashem at a later time.

   Living in a ghetto under the threat of Aktions, disease, deportations and starvation was a constant way of

life for millions of Jews during WWII. Finding enough food to feed mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters was

essentially a race to see who can locate and provide food before the other. One young boy lived together with


