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onmg ohjhryn od ohngpku 'sutnk ovhkg vchcj wv ,sucgc euzhj ka vsueb kfu
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iumr uvzu 'sucf ovk ekjku ortpku ojcak ov ohhutr 'uhbpk ohananv ohana
',ubcre ovk chrevku ,unc ovk ,ubck ukhj,vu 'uschfu ukshda hn ,t scfk wv
'ovk vnusfu vktf ,ubun,u ,urum ,uagku ,ugyk ohguyv uphxuv ohnhv ,ucrcu
'sujhhc onak sucgku ',uheukt ,ujuff onmg ,ukznu ohcfufv ,t chajvku
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vnusfu 'lfc uzu lfc v,sucg uzu 'vchyn uzu vghrn uza ',urumc rat ,uheuktv
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ohgu,k snkk khj,vu 'kf iht u,kuzu 'kufv ,t trca sjt truc aha ',ntv
lrsk orhzjvu 'ohabt hpkt uhkt .cheu 'wv oac trueu lkuv vhvu 'wufu vbhc
ohcfufk ,usucgv ,uhkcvnu wv ,usjtn kusdv rehgv ochkc k,au ',ntv
'cegh uhrjtu 'ejmh snhk uhrjtu 'wufu ohsjuhn ohrpx vz ihhbgc rchju 'wufu ,ukznu
ruthc tuv vzu 'ohbezvu huk yca usnhk uhrjtu 'ohrunv atrk huk ,t vbhn tuvu

/"wufu ktrah hbezu wev ,uctv kmt ubhmna vru,v ,mcrvu vchahv ihhbg

R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky ZT”L (Emes L’Yaakov) would say:

       “‘And it was because the midwives feared Hashem.’ Despite the fact that Yocheved and Miriam performed great acts,

and cared for the Jewish children after birth, which involved great risk and self-sacrifice, the posuk seems to praise them

mainly for their Fear of Heaven. The Torah has already informed us about this, as it says, ‘But the midwives feared

Hashem.’ By stating this at the beginning of the description of how they reacted to Pharaoh’s decree, we see that their self-

sacrifice in saving lives was only a result of their Fear of Heaven. If not for this fear, they would not have put themselves in

such danger. Only Hashem could give Yocheved and Miriam the real accolade they deserved, which stemmed from their

self-sacrifice. This shows us that it is often what other people don’t know about a person at all which is his greatest praise.”

)ihhg (4) t:uy j"ut crv g"uac tcun (3) t:uy j"ut (2) /cf ,ca (1
rtcu wh j"ut rcs chan ,"ua ihhg vz dvbn hcdk (5) oa ohsdn hrp

c:vb:c vru, ihbe ,"ua (7) c"m, ;s lhkvtc rudt rpxc (6) d:v van
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Mazel Tov to the Fogel
and Mozes families on
the marriage of their
children Faigy and
Yossi. May they be

zoche to build a Bayis
Neeman B’Yisroel.
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kanb: Dovid Hamelech writes so eloquently in Tehillim

(sf): "vtuknu .rtv wvk" - “The land and all that is in it belongs

to Hashem.” There is no place to go to “get away” from

Hashem - Yonah HaNavi found that out when he ended up in   

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (62)

Laws of Tashmishei Kedusha (cont.). Tzitzis. Another

section of the halachos of not demoting or “shaming“

Tashmishei Kedusha/Mitzvah is related to the mitzvah of Tzitzis,

which isn’t so relevant in our lifestyle, although it might have

relevance under different circumstances with regard to Mezuzos.

Removing Tzitzis From a Garment. The Gemara (1) rules that

a person is allowed to remove Tzitzis strings from one garment

in order to put them onto another garment. From the wording of

the Gemara it seems that to remove them and not put them onto

another garment is prohibited. The Shulchan Aruch (2) states

this prohibition. The explanation (3) is as follows. If one takes off

the Tzitzis strings, he is somewhat “despising” the first garment

of mitzvah. However, if he immediately ties the strings to

another garment of mitzvah, which is just as obligated as the first

garment, this is not despising the first garment of mitzvah at all,

since the strings were immediately used for a constructive

purpose. If one wants to put them onto the garment of a minor

who only has a Rabbinic obligation of chinuch, it is prohibited,

because just as one is shaming the first garment by not using it

anymore, he is also shaming the Tzitzis strings by removing

them from a mitzvah usage to a non-mitzvah (chinuch) usage (4).

When is it Permitted to Remove? It is permitted to remove

Tzitzis strings from a garment if:

the belly of the large sea creature! Rather than attempt to run

away from the Almighty and His Torah and Mitzvos, if we

embrace His presence and shield ourselves from the outside

influences, we can become “saviors” of the Jewish people.    

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

The strings are beginning to wear out.

The garment is wearing out. 

He wants to put in better quality Tzitzis strings.

Applying this to Mezuzos. If we were to compare Tzitzis to the

mitzvah of Mezuza, we would not be permitted to take down a

Mezuza from a door unless it is for the sake of putting up a better

one. Also, one would have to refrain from changing a Mezuza

from a door that is obligated in Torah law to a door that is only

Rabbinically obligated, or one that only has a doubtful (epx)
obligation. A common case of a doubtful obligation is a doorway

between two rooms without an actual door (,ks tkc j,pv ,rum). A
room or house used for storage is also not a clear-cut obligation.

Checking Mezuzos. Some people are careful, when checking

more than one Mezuza at a time, to put each one in a separate bag

with a paper noting which door it came off of, in order to make

sure that each Mezuza goes back to its doorpost. This way, no

Mezuza will be reduced to a lesser obligated doorway (5). Many

people are not careful to do this and they rely on the following

logic (6): Once it was taken off with halachic permission for the

sake of checking, one may be lenient with it, so if he does decide

to put it back up, he can put it anywhere he wants. Even according

to the stricter opinion, if Mezuzos were taken down and became

mixed up, one can put them back up on any door he wishes (7).

1)

2)

3)

R’ Yerucham Levovitz ZT”L (Daas Torah) would say:

     “Rashi comments that Moshe put his ‘eyes and heart into suffering with them (the Jews).’ The Medrash states that

Moshe put his shoulder under their load and shared the burden with all his brethren. This was not so much to help them,

since Moshe could only provide a limited amount of assistance to such a multitude. Rather, he shared in their hard labor

in order to share in their pain and exhaustion, to be wurhcj kugc taubw. Then, and only then, could he be truly empathetic.”

A Wise Politician would say:

     “If pro is the opposite of con, then the opposite of progress is .... congress!”                             



 ohskhv ,t ihhj,u vzv rcsv ,t i,hag gusn ////(f-yn)
   The Shem M’Shmuel questions why Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, asked the midwives, “Why have you done this thing? You

kept the Jewish babies alive!” In actuality, they didn’t DO anything. It was their lack of DOING that kept the babies alive. So
why does the Torah specifically employ the word for doing ("i,hag") when their lack thereof was their greatest achievement?
    The Rebbe of Sochatchov ZT”L gives us a beautiful insight into what it means to DO something. Shifra and Puah were
so filled with happiness and satisfaction for defying the Egyptian decree, that their faces radiated joy and enthusiasm. This,
he explains, is what they were DOING! "vagnf ,cajb vtbv" - “Enjoyment equals action.” How does a person know that he
is truly living, truly accomplishing? If he is feeling joy and satisfaction in life! Sometimes, people are so busy! They have

no time to breathe. They have no time to enjoy what they are doing! What exactly are they accomplishing by being so busy
if they are not happy? On the other hand, often times you meet someone who doesn’t seem to be accomplishing all that
much, but whatever it is he is doing is bringing him much joy, satisfaction and inner growth - just nobody knows about it! 

    Perhaps this is the meaning at the end of the posuk: “Why have you done this thing? You kept the babies alive!” In other
words, “YOU have been kept alive by the babies!” It was their lack of DOING that filled the righteous midwives with LIFE!
They had such pleasure and satisfaction from their work that it filled their lives with meaning, purpose and joy. So, don’t just be

BUSY, running in circles and getting nowhere. Take satisfaction in what you do .... and sometimes what you aren’t DOING!
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wufu ubc ojkbu ubhtbua kg tuv od ;xubu vnjkn vbtre, hf /// uk vnfj,b vcv(h-t) 
     Over seventy years ago the US Army’s Eighth Air Force conducted a raid on three ball bearings factories in
Schweinfurt, Germany. Schweinfurt, located near Nuremburg, was the center of the German ball bearing industry with
three factories in the city accounting for 40-50% of all German production. The Nazi military effort required large

numbers of specialized ball bearings - for example, one engine on a medium German bomber required 1,056 bearings. US
Air Force intelligence believed that if these factories could be disabled it would disrupt the production of military
equipment and lead to a collapse of Germany’s war effort. Unfortunately, while the two massive raids caused damage to
the ball bearing factories, the losses sustained by the American Air Force were so severe that they had to curtail the deep
penetration raids into Germany and would not return to Schweinfurt for many months. It was only with the continued build-
up of bomber capacity and the introduction of the long-range fighter escorts that air superiority would be re-established.
    The bombing workhorse of the American Air Force was the B-17, a four-engine bomber carrying a crew of 10 or 11
airmen along with 5,000 pounds of bombs and capable of cruising at 27,000 feet in formation. On a standard mission these
“flying fortresses” could face up to three hours of flak guns and enemy fighters on their target approach and then, even
under continuous heavy fire, maintain a steady straight course in the last leg to the target to ensure accuracy of bombing.
This was followed by perhaps another three hours of combat as they flew back to an allied base. 
    The crews were aware of the daunting odds against their survival. Arranged in squadrons of about 18 planes (180 men)

if they lost 2 planes (20 men) on a mission the survivors would come back to the empty beds in their barracks, a constant
reminder of lost friends and their own mortality. Every serviceman was required to fly 25 complete missions before being
rotated home. Very few airmen flew on both Schweinfurt Raids. One man who did, Elmer Bendiner, a navigator on a
B-17, who survived his 25 missions, recalls in his memoir, “The Fall of Fortresses” how he realized during one of the
briefings for the second Schweinfurt raid, that only 4 of the 18 crewmen from the first raid were still around only two
months later, and after the second raid, only 6 of the 17 bombers from his squadron returned to base. 
     Elmer Bendiner tells an amazing story. During one of the bombing runs over Kassel, Germany, his aircraft took a direct
hit on its gas tanks. His B-17, dubbed the “Tondelayo,” was barraged by flak from Nazi antiaircraft guns, which was not
unusual, however, on this particular occasion the gas tanks were hit. Later, recalls Bendimer, as he reflected on the miracle
of a 20 millimeter shell piercing the fuel tank without touching off an explosion, the pilot told him it was not quite that simple.
On the morning following the raid, the pilot, Bohn Fawkes, had gone down to ask the crew chief for the unexploded enemy
shell as a souvenir of unbelievable luck. The crew chief told Bohn that not just one shell but 11 unexploded shells had
been found inside the gas tanks. Eleven unexploded shells where only one was sufficient to blast them out of the sky.
    It was truly a miracle, it seemed. But the story behind the “miracle” was even greater. When the pilot asked for the
souvenir, he was told that the shells had been sent to the armorers to be defused. It was from the armorers, that the Army
Intelligence division had come by and clandestinely hauled them away. They refused to say why Intelligence needed the
shells but Bohn sought - and eventually found out - the answer to his mystery.
    It turns out that when the armorers opened each of those eleven shells, they found no explosive charge. They were
empty tin cans, as clean as a whistle and just as harmless. The shocked armorers felt Intelligence needed to take a look. 
    But they weren’t all empty! One shell actually contained a carefully rolled piece of paper inside of it. On the paper was a
handwritten scrawl in Czech. The Intelligence people scoured the military base for a man who could read Czech.
Eventually they found one to decipher the note. It set the entire base marveling. Translated, the note read: “This is all we
can do for you now.” Apparently employing Jewish slave labor in their armaments factory was not such a good idea.

/// obtm ,t eahu igauhu van oehu ouardhu ohgrv utchu
 ojk kfthu uk itre ahtv ,t i,czg vz vnk (f'zy-c)

     We read about the incredible sequence of events that
forced Moshe to run away from Egypt to Midyan, where he
“rescued” the daughters of Yisro, the High Priest, from the
evil shepherds and gave them water to drink; he was
subsequently invited by Yisro to “eat bread” with the family,
paving the way for Moshe to marry Tzipporah, Yisro’s
oldest daughter. Rashi tells us that this was no coincidence;
this was Yisro’s plan all along. The moment he heard that an
“Egyptian” helped his daughters, he immediately insisted on
inviting him into his house so that maybe he will fall for one
of his daughters and marry her. Incredibly, this story is cited
as an example of why a Jew is not permitted to partake of a
meal with gentiles. Chazal teach (/zh ,ca): “(The Rabbis)
decreed against eating their (gentiles’) bread, because of
their oil. They decreed against their oil because of their wine.
They decreed against their wine because of (marrying) their
daughters.” Yisro, the idolator, understood that if he could
get a man to eat bread in his house, he could get him to marry
his daughters. That is why he invited Moshe in the first place
- and that is why a Jew must be so careful never to accept an
invitation to eat together with a gentile! (Iturei Torah)
    We find another penetrating allusion from the words of
this posuk. The Yahrzeit (anniversary of the death) of the
Rambam, Rabbeinu Moshe ben Maimon ZT”L usually
falls on the week of Parshas Shemos (,cy wf). His life is
alluded to in the posuk: “The shepherds came and drove
them away” - the expulsions and massacres during the time
of the Shepherds Crusade (1251), Lepers Crusade, and the
Almohads, drove the Jews into exile, but “Moshe arose and
saved them” - this refers to Rabbeinu Moshe ben Maimon,
who saved his people through his wisdom and his writings,
Yad HaChazakah, which he used to “water their flock” - the
holy flock of the Children of Israel, who could now draw
water from the deep springs of the Torah and Talmud - Ohr
HaChama, citing Chacham Rabbi Meir Mazuz Shlit’a.

        EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
      ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH

,tu ohrmnc rat hng hbg ,t h,htr vtr wv rnthu 
  uhctfn ,t h,gsh hf uhadb hbpn h,gna o,egm(z-d)

     The Medrash cites the following words: “It does not say,

‘I have seen,’ but ‘seen I have seen.’ The Holy One, blessed

be He, said, ‘Moshe, you can only see one vision, but I see

two visions. You see them coming to Sinai and receiving the

Torah, but I (also) see them worshiping the Golden Calf.’” 
     Why, indeed, did Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest of all
prophets, see only one vision, that of the Jewish people
receiving the Torah; why did he fail to see their downfall at
the Golden Calf? Were his prophetic powers impaired? 
    Says R’ Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev ZT”L (Kedushas

Levi), most emphatically not! Moshe was not the least bit
impaired. However, a prophet who only sees his nation’s
shortcoming is no tzaddik and no prophet. Moshe, the faithful
shepherd, saw only the good in Bnei Yisroel, the receiving of
the Torah. He did not see the making of the Golden Calf.
   For this reason, when Moshe performed miraculous signs
before Pharaoh, the chief sorcerers of Egypt assumed that
they were performed through witchcraft. Chazal tell us
(/vp ,ujbn) that they disparaged Moshe saying, “You are

bringing straw to Ofarayim.” (a city abundant with straw).
Seeing that Egypt is the center of sorcery, why are you
bringing more sorcery here? Isn’t there enough magic here,
thus making your power unnecessary!”
    R’ Nachman of Breslov ZT”L (Likutei Moharan)
suggests the following homiletical interpretation. "ic," (straw)
alludes to "vbuc," (Torah wisdom). Tevunah preserves an
individual spiritually, just as Teven (straw) preserves an
individual physically. The Egyptian sorcerers could not
comprehend why Moshe would bring “Torah Wisdom” to
the Jews in slavery; did they really need such wisdom? Did
they have any use for such wisdom while in the depths of
servitude? How could they be expected to rise to great
spiritual heights when they are presently likened to Ofarayim
(rpg - dust)? Who needs more “teven” in dusty Egypt?

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: A woman who dabbled in the art of black magic

once said to Rabbi Yosi, “My god is greater than yours.”

    “Really?” said Rabbi Yosi sarcastically. “From where do

you surmise such a ridiculous notion?”

    The woman replied, “Why, from your Torah itself. It

states that when your G-d revealed himself to Moshe for

the first time, he did so in the form of a burning bush. What

was Moshe’s response? He shielded his face from the

vision. However, when his stick magically turned into a

snake - the form of my god - he did much more than just

hide his face - he jumped backward out of terror and fear!

So, you see that my god is clearly greater than yours!”

     Rabbi Yosi asked her, “Tell me, when the Holy One

blessed be He revealed himself to Moshe, where should

Moshe have gone? Into the ground? The ocean? Fly up into

the air to get away? The Almighty’s presence is everywhere!

There is no way to ‘get away’ from Him. The only thing

Moshe could do was shield his eyes. But when he saw your

god, he stepped back a few paces so as not to get hurt by the

snake. That is the extent of your god’s power!” (Medrash) 


