
    dunfu 'okugc r,uhc ohcuajvu ohkusdv ohrcsvn thv ,usjt
kufh oukaa ohtur if hp kg ;tu 'oukav ,kgnc k"zj vcrv ufhrtva
kg ovk vtc vdkpv rus ,rm kfa ubhmn hrva 'icrujv suxh ,uhvk
'ufuphvu rcs uc ah okugc rcs kfa ouan ubhhvu /,usjtc uhva hsh
'ihbnv in ubht ohgar raes thsvk '(t"g wuf ihrsvbx) k"zr urntu
uag gxh tka cegh aec v"anu /sjt,vk ruxt ohgar og :rnukf

/"ejr,, ot ;tu - lfrs hpf rucg" cegh hrcsc h"arpsf ung
,sjuhn thnas t,ghhx ohfhrm okugc rcs kfca 'itfn ubsnk    

vcrvu /dvb,vk lht kkf gsuh ubht ostv hfv utkcu 'vkhp, ost 'vbv
,kusdcu jcac okuf ohrcsnv ohausev ohrpxv kfc vtur
'ohgarv og ukhpt sjt,nu oyuapf ovhrcs ohhek lkuvu ',usjtv
jfn kfvu ',ukhfru grv iuak oa ohrcsna ,uphxtc cauh ut

/ann u,grk thv ,usjtv itfa gsuh ubhtu ',usjtv ,uchaj

'ouen kfc cuy f"f ,usjtv ihta ub,ut snkn ubhct cegh kct    
ifk /ohgarv hshn - "uag"v hshn u,kfh hpf ejr,vk ostv lhrmu
ijka kg cauh tuv hn ogu rcj,n tuv hn og cyhv ost kf eusch
vsugxc ucah tka ohkaurh habt kg (t"g wdf ihrsvbx) k"zrtfu 'sjt
vaug ot g"t ostv eusch ogp kfu /ovng cahk lkuv hn ugsha sg
kf tk hf 'snka ,ujbvv og vhjh tku 'rcsu rcs kfc ifu tk ut cuy

/ihbg ka upudk susnk lhrm rcs kf tkt ',ufz sunhk uhkg ah vauga vn
     rund gar ukhptu oukav ,njn ost kf og rcj,hu lf dvbh tka hn

ohtur hf 'ann vrhpf hshk ghdvk kukg - ,h,j, kuta sg u,ut shruna
ihrsvbx) k"zrta unfu 'tcv okugc oekj ,t od vdkpvv rus uscta
,njn ovk ghdv kfvu 'tcv okugk ekj ovk iht vdkpv rus" :(c"g wze
og raec kkf ,uhvk tk ostv vtrh lfku /ohgr ohrcj ovk uhva

sjt,vk ubhkg vumn o,hta 'ohh,hntv wv htrh og er 'ohgar/

    tadb ;xuh 'kjrc kct 'ohbcv hbpk ,uadb ,uvntv ikufc :h"ar
sungt 'gar u,ut uhbhg vc vk,h tna 'rtu, ,ph hnt 'rnt 'vhbpk

 c,fu /"vc kf,xvkn ubcfgtu vsdbfc"hmbv) rcs engvv,hvu" 'z"g (
hbpk uuj,ah ov lfu 'kjr hbpk sungh ;xuha) ohnav in vjdavc ,tz
og uagk vuj,ah tk 'kjr unt hgnc rcug zt vhva ihnhbca hsf '(uag
kjr v,hv tk 'vkj, ;xuh lkva v,g hrva 'tuv unt lrh rcugs 'unt

/"ovhbhc ;xuh ehxpv hrva 'uagk vuuj,anf vtrb
uasen ,t ,ubck wv kfuha hsf v,hv ,tz vjdava ';hxuvk ahu    
vkufh vbhfav iht hrva 'ihnhbc ka uekjc u,bhfa ,t ,uravku
gbfb tuv lfcu 'waubtw - uagk vuuj,ava yca ka uekjc ,urak
shdx sf" '(wd-wd r,xt) whba oudr,wc t,htsfu 'wvn ejr,vu uh,j,

u 'vuv sukh tk ihnhbc 'uag ose ceghhunuh in aubt ose shdx tk'
tgrtk iuexhs ishg sg 'vhnt hgnc tnkg ohhe vh,h ryb ihsf kuyn

u 'ktrahsvhnuj,c t,bhfa hra,u 'vhgrtc tasen ,hc hbc,h /"wufu 
 arhp z"hpku     t"rdv) uvhkt kue,tu" 'euxpv kg h"ar hrcs ,t (

kgbu vch,c vb,b 'v,hv ifhv vbhsu" c,fa '(df-ck) "uhskh rag sjt
tbn 'okugv ohaenu" 't"rdv c,fu '"wufu uhbhg uag vc i,h tka 'vhbpc

sjtu 'wuhskh rag sjtw og ,cajb thv tna 'vrxjb vbhsa h"ark vhk
,hc vbcba ogyva 'hba oudr,c t,ht vbvs 'k"hu 'rxjb ohycavn
'waubtw -uagk vuuj,av tka ouan tuv 'ihnhbc ka uekjc asenv
ohycav in sjts tnhb ht 'vz hpk 'inzv u,utc skub tk ihhsg hrva
vbcb tk vnk vae f"tu 'uagk vuuj,av tk tuv oda tmnb 'rxjb
teus vbcb gusnu 'zt rxjba ycav u,ut ka uekjc asenv ,hc
og oa uhv ohycav kfa 'rnuk lhrm ljrf kg tkt 'ihnhbc ka uekjc
vbhs eru 'ihhsg skub tka ihnhbc ,kuz 'uagk uuj,av okufu 'cegh
lhha tku 'ohycav kkfc ,cajb vbhtu vceb thv vbhsu 'vrxjb

/"wv,hv ifhv vbhsuw vaen rhpau 'vekjc e"nvc vbchha ,uaevk
ihnhbc ka utmtm tuva hfsrnk vsng od uz vjdava ';hxuvk ahu   
ktrah iuug ,t ie,h f"hgu '(oa whba oudr,w wg) 'invk vuuj,ah tka
ovhkg vhkf ,rhzd vrzdb ukkdca wrmbsfucb hnhc okmk uuj,avwa
oac u"y ,ut 'wu rntn 'rst asuj hrntn wrfaah hbcw whgu /ch vkhdn)

 ,ubnwv,unnur,vu ,hnad vguahk ktrah ufzhu 'vrhzdv kyc,,u '(whukv
rhnhc (vcvtc) vukche rsvw-/j"p ,ca trnd wg) vnumg ,hbju

jthbav e"nvc kfuhu 'ekngu inv ka ujuf kyc,hu '(wauruua/,ubchvk 

(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)

   AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL     
    JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!    JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!    JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!    JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!

(4) jh:unr  s"uh (3) :y  iye sgun (2) jh:yh trehu (1)
c"gr (5) oa t"eu t"x d"p ,", wkv crv g"uac ihh
'uxe wg c"j [t"uzjv hhj] aht vagn 'v"n s"p ,uct

sh wg s"j  'ype wg d"jR’ Avraham Weinberg ZT”L of Slonim (Bais Avraham) would say:

axd z`n                                                                                             zexxerzd ixace miig igwl  mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                              yny zia w"wa mixyin cibn

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeeeeeeggggzzzzyyyyiiiieeee    llllggggxxxxeeee    ssssqqqqeeeeiiii    yyyybbbbpppp    xxxxgggg`̀̀̀eeee    eeeeeeeeggggzzzzyyyyiiiieeee    ddddiiiicccclllliiiieeee    dddd`̀̀̀llll    mmmmbbbb    yyyybbbbzzzzeeee((((ffff----bbbbllll))))ooooiiiinnnniiiippppaaaa    llllyyyy    eeeewwwwllllggggaaaa    wwww""""nnnnddddiiiiaaaa    ddddppppaaaapppp    rrrreeeeccccnnnn    ----        

zayl zexp zwlcd      4:16 - 
8:40 -  ̀ "n/rny z`ixw onf    

`"xbd/rny z`ixw onf     9:16 -
 10:04 - `"xbd / dlitz onf seq 

4:34 - zayd meil dngd zriwy  
5:24 - aixrn /k"d`v w"yven   

    mz epiax zhiyl/k"d`v -5:46

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaazzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeecccccccccccccccccccccyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyytttttttttttttttttttttxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyylllllllllllllllllllllggggggggggggggggggggg yazwecytxyzeiylg

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xzl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Shabbos Parshas Vayishlach
`"ryz elqk b"i        November 20, 2010 -

zcearl mc`d z` xxerl miyexite zepirx                                                                  v"dbd  odkd l`ilnb iaxuiaepiax`"hily 
z`n oeghae dpen`a zewfgzde z"iyd                                                            w"dir milyexia minyd xry zaiyi y`x

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    iiiihhhh`̀̀̀llll    ddddllllddddppppzzzz`̀̀̀    iiiipppp`̀̀̀eeee    eeeeccccaaaarrrr    iiiippppttttllll    iiiippppcccc`̀̀̀    `̀̀̀pppp    xxxxaaaarrrriiii((((cccciiii----bbbbllll))))rrrryyyyxxxxllll    xxxxaaaaggggzzzzzzzz    llll`̀̀̀    ooooiiiipppprrrraaaa    ----    
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interrupted us in the middle of explaining a Tosfos!”

llllyyyynnnnpppp: A non-Jew taking advantage of a Jew is nothing

new. Pogroms, massacres and holocausts have been

perpetrated against the Children of Israel for thousands of

 
  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

The Halachos of Praying for the Sick (24)

Davening For the Sick or ... (cont.) As we mentioned last

week, it can happen that praying for the sick might clash with

some other mitzvah activity or halacha and one must know

which one takes priority.

Davening For the Sick or Learning Torah? Many times, a

person might find himself in a dilemma. He has two mitzvos to

perform but he doesn’t know which of the two should he do.

Here are two common examples of this. 

One has a short time to learn mishnayos every morning after

davening, and one day the shul is saying Tehillim for a sick

person. Should he forgo his learning to say Tehillim or not? 

A group organizes a public Tehillim recital and it clashes

with one of  his set times for learning. What should he do?

    Davening for the sick is part of the mitzvah of doing kindness

- ohsxj ,ukhnd, which in turn is a significant part of the mitzvah

of "lunf lgrk ,cvtu" (1). This is therefore a general question

regarding how a person should balance learning (vru, sunk,)
and helping others (ohsxj ,ukhnd), both on a steady basis and for

a contingency (once-in-a-while emergency) that comes up. 

Learning or Doing a Mitzvah that Just Came Up. The

Gemara (2) and Shulchan Aruch (3) give us the following rule:

If a mitzvah (such as taking care of a guest - ohjrut ,xbfv)

comes to you while you are learning (or about to go learn); if it

can be done by someone who is not learning then, the one not

1)

2)

years, and one thing is for certain: there is no way to reason

with our enemies. Yaakov’s sons have taught us that only

blunt force and a willingness to defend ourselves against the

attacks of our enemies, will teach them to leave us alone.   

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

learning should do it; if there is no one else to do it, though, he

himself should do the mitzvah even at the expense of his

learning. (If such things happen time after time causing a drastic

affect on his entire ability to learn properly, of course that is

different (4).) Davening for the sick is considered a mitzvah that

cannot be done by someone else, since every additional person

who is praying adds to the power of the Tefillah.

Conclusion. In both of the above mentioned cases, and in

similar situations, one should, therefore, do the act of chessed

of davening for the sick and forgo the learning. In reality, he

will not lose out in learning because the chessed that he does

will open his heart and mind to understand his learning better, as

is mentioned in quite a number of sources (5). Of course, that

person should nevertheless still make sure to learn a little bit of

Torah (e.g. a mishna) each day and night, in order to fulfill the

requirement of "vkhku onuh uc ,hdvu".     
Torah Study vs. Chessed on an Ongoing Basis.  All of the

above applies to common situations that come up once in a

while or in a case of an emergency. Sometimes, however, there

are “crossroads” decisions: when a person needs to make a

long-term decision if he should continue an ongoing chessed

effort or project, which will take much time away from his

Torah study, or to maximize his Torah study at the expense of

the chessed. This will be discussed next week IY”H based on

the words of the Netziv at the end of Parshas Shlach.
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   “Whenever a person is tested in the physical world, it is a sign that his soul is under attack in the spiritual world

above. When Yaakov saw Esav’s strength, he knew that a great spiritual challenge faced him. Thus, he said, ‘I fear

him, lest he come and strike me down, mother and children (mother is a reference to man’s power of thought, the

‘mother’ of action, and children refers to one’s actions and deeds).’ In other words, Yaakov prayed that the yetzer

hara (evil inclination) symbolized by Esav, not contaminate the thoughts and deeds of Bnei Yisroel.”

A Rabbinic Figure once told his congregation:

    “Yaakov’s sons were sufficiently strong and brave to overcome the people of Shechem even had they not circumcised

themselves. They were, however, fearful of the other nations in the area. The brothers, therefore, commanded the

people of Shechem to circumcise themselves so that they would be considered Jews. That way there was nothing to

fear from the surrounding nations. The nations of the world never get involved when Jewish blood is spilled!”

A Wise Man would say:

   “Knowledge is important for another reason: Heads that are filled with wisdom have little space left for conceit.”
DEDICATED BY MR & MRS YANKEE HIRSCH IN MEMORY OF HIS GRANDPARENTS, R' MOSHE YEHUDA B"R
YOCHANON HIRSCH (5768) & R' YITZCHOK MENACHEM B"R YAAKOV MORGENSTERN (5760) - 17 KISLEV
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeellll    xxxxvvvviiiieeee    cccc`̀̀̀nnnn    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    ̀̀̀̀ xxxxiiiiiiiieeee((((gggg----aaaallll))))
    The Gemara in Brochos asks the question: why was Yaakov so afraid? Didn’t Hashem promise him full protection -

"lk, rat kfc lh,rnau"? R’ Simcha Sheps ZT”L makes an interesting observation. For his own personal safety, Yaakov

was not worried. He knew that Hashem would not allow any harm to come to him. But he looked off to the distance and

“saw his brother Esav coming.” In other words, Yaakov looked into the future and saw how Esav would act towards his

descendants. He would act as if he were their “brother” - and this is the most dangerous behavior of a goy to a Jew! 

   Rabi Shimon bar Yochai tells us: "ceghk tbua uaga gushc vfkv" - It is a known fact that Esav hates Yaakov, and when Esav

puts on a facade and doesn’t outwardly show the hatred that is in his heart - it always blows up in the face of the Jew!

    For this reason, Yaakov immediately cried out: "uag shn hjt shn tb hbkhmv" - Save me from my brother, from Esav. Since

he acts like a brother, I need extra protection from him for all the future generations of Yidden who might fall for the trap

of the nations of the world. They will pretend to be friendly and act with brotherly love, showing great interest in the

participation of the Jews in business, social circles and family life; only later to stab their Jewish brothers in the back.  

    Millions of Americans are assimilated with absolutely no connection to their rich Jewish heritage because of the play-

acting brotherly-love of Esav. A Jew must live with the middah of "usck" - he must stand apart from the nations of the

world and not fall for their phony displays of brotherhood. Yaakov saw this millenium ago - and is warning us still!

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeee`̀̀̀vvvviiiieeee    mmmmkkkkyyyy    zzzziiiiaaaannnn    ddddppppiiiicccc    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeggggwwwwiiiieeee    aaaaxxxxgggg    iiiittttllll    eeeebbbbxxxxdddd    eeeeppppaaaa    mmmmkkkkyyyy    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    xxxxeeeennnngggg    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee((((eeeekkkk----ccccllll))))

''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmeeeecccc`̀̀̀    ddddccccyyyy    xxxxiiiirrrryyyy    ddddvvvvxxxx`̀̀̀    eeeeiiiigggg`̀̀̀    eeeeyyyyrrrr    llll`̀̀̀    eeeeiiiippppttttllll    mmmmiiiikkkk`̀̀̀llllnnnn    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    ggggllllyyyyiiiieeee((((cccc----aaaallll))))    
    The amazing aspect of Yaakov’s preparation to meet his brother Esav, was his calm and calculated approach. He was

well aware that his brother intended to do him harm, but rather than lose control, Yaakov came up with a plan. His every

move was coordinated in a methodical manner, which eventually led to a peaceful and successful reunion. 

     In the year 1812, when the French Emperor Napoleon invaded Russia, the Baal HaTanya, R’ Shneur Zalman of Liadi

ZT”L sent a secret missive to one of his loyal chassidim, Reb Moshe Meisels. Reb Moshe had been an antagonist to the

chassidic movement in his youth, but eventually he was drawn to the teachings of the Baal HaTanya, rising to become

one of his choicest disciples. In the letter, the Rebbe informed his trusted chasid that at all costs, it was important for the

spiritual well-being of the Jews of Russia, that Czar Alexander win the war against Napoleon.

    When Napoleon’s armies reached the gates of Vilna, Reb Moshe found himself in the occupied zone. He was an

educated man and became friendly with the French officers who were impressed with his wide knowledge of languages

and general education. When an interpreter was needed to question captured soldiers and officers, or to issue public

notices and proclamations, Reb Moshe was much in demand to help carry out these tasks. It did not take long before Reb

Moshe enjoyed the fullest confidence of the French general staff. 

    In this way, Reb Moshe served as a “double-spy” - learning important military secrets from the French, and

transmitting information through his Jewish contacts, to the Russian generals on the battlefront. 

    Once, when Reb Moshe happened to be in the French general’s headquarters, the generals were making plans about

their next attack. Huge maps were spread out on the table, and the generals debated heatedly about the various

possibilities of distributing their military forces on the battlefront in order to hand the Russians an unexpected blow. 

    Reb Moshe pretended not to hear or see what was going on, and the generals paid him no mind. 

    Suddenly, the door burst open and in strode Napoleon himself. The generals sprang to their feet and stood at attention.

With one glance, Napoleon took in the whole scene. “What is this stranger doing here?” he demanded, pointing to Reb

Moshe. Without waiting for a reply, Napoleon, a notorious paranoid, rushed up to him, exclaiming, “You are a spy!” He

pressed his hand to Reb Moshe’s chest to feel if his heart was beating rapidly at having been exposed as a spy. 

    But Reb Moshe’s heart was not pounding and his face did not pale, as he calmly replied in perfect French, “Your

Majesty, your generals appointed me to be their interpreter, and I await their orders.” His cool manner and calm voice

completely disarmed Napoleon, and his suspicions were dispelled. Reb Moshe was saved from certain death. 

    When Reb Moshe related the episode of his encounter with Napoleon to R’ Isaac of Homel ZT”L, he declared that it

was the “Alef-Bais” of Chassidus that saved his life at that particular moment. He explained: “A Jew is required to use

his natural abilities for the service of Hashem. One of these abilities is that the brain rules the heart. In other words,

according to the nature which Hashem created in man, reason is basically stronger than feeling; a person has the power

to control his emotions. However, it is not enough for a man to know this; he must persistently train himself to exercise

this power in his daily life and conduct, until it becomes a natural habit with him.

    “Thus I have schooled myself to achieve absolute self-control, so that I allow my mind rule my heart. And where it is

important for the heart to express its feelings, my mind must make sure that my feelings do not get out of control. And so

I trained myself to control my feelings, not to get too excited or lose control under any circumstances, and not to be

overwhelmed by anyone or anybody. It was this ‘Alef’ of chassidus that saved my life!”
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                        zzzzgggg`̀̀̀dddd    ddddppppggggnnnndddd    llll`̀̀̀    eeeeyyyyrrrr    `̀̀̀eeeeaaaaiiii    mmmm`̀̀̀    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddhhhhiiiillllttttllll    xxxx`̀̀̀yyyyppppdddd    ddddppppggggnnnndddd    ddddiiiiddddeeee    eeeeddddkkkkddddeeee            ((((hhhh----aaaallll))))

   The Ramban in his introduction to Parshas Vayishlach

discusses how Hashem saved Yaakov from the powerful

forces of Esav and how Yaakov did not rely on his virtue

for salvation, but made every effort to defend himself in a

natural manner. This parsha, says the Ramban, alludes to

the future in that everything that occurred to Yaakov during

this encounter with Esav will continue to happen to us in our

dealings with Esav’s descendants. We must follow Yaakov’s

lead, and prepare ourselves in the three ways that Yaakov

prepared himself: vnjkn 'vkhp, 'iurus - prayer, tribute, and

“salvation through warfare, flee and be saved.”

   R’ Dovid Cohen Shlit’a explains that what the Ramban

intends to convey, is that in the case of Yaakov, the

purpose of waging war was to ensure that at least part of

his family would “flee and be saved.” He split up into two

camps, for if one camp were to be vanquished, perhaps the

other would escape; perhaps Esav’s wrath would subside;

perhaps Hashem Himself would intercede on their behalf.

Yaakov knew that all his descendants would not fall into

Esav’s hands, and that “one camp” would always be saved.

   This assurance speaks to us across the ages. It tells us that

in whatever lands and under whatever regimes we may

reside, “Esav” will not succeed in eradicating us. Oppressors

may harm a portion of the Jewish people in different lands.

They may enact decrees against us physically or take our

material possessions. But there will always be another king

to offer us succor, another land to provide asylum. Yaakov’s

intent is proven by his action of dividing his camp in two.

For if victory was his ultimate goal, he would have kept his

forces consolidated. He split them up out of self-preservation

and survival. We, too, must learn to survive under the thumb

of “Esav” until the arrival of our redeemer, Moshiach.

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
 ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    ddddppppiiiicccc    iiiigggg`̀̀̀    iiiieeeelllleeee    ooooeeeerrrrnnnnyyyy    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    iiiippppaaaa    iiiippppyyyy    eeeeggggwwwwiiiieeee        
    xxxxkkkkffff    llllkkkk    eeeebbbbxxxxddddiiiieeee    gggghhhhaaaa    xxxxiiiirrrrdddd    llllrrrr    eeee`̀̀̀aaaaiiiieeee    eeeeaaaaxxxxgggg    ((((aaaallll----`̀̀̀llll))))

   Chazal (:yf rhzb h"ar) calculate that the younger of the two

brothers, Levi, was exactly thirteen years old at the time

that they wreaked havoc on the city of Shechem. The fact

that the Torah refers to him as "aht" - “man” is one of the

sources that 13 is the age at which a Jewish male attains the

age of manhood and ,gs (intellectual maturity), rendering

him a bar mitzvah, one who is bound by the mitzvos. On the

face of it, this seems a rather inappropriate context in which

to convey the law of bar mitzvah. Shimon and Levi’s act

seems the very antithesis of reason and ,gs. Indeed, Yaakov

denounced their deed as irresponsible and of questionable

legitimacy under Torah law. Yet this is the event that the

Torah chooses to teach us the age of reason, responsibility

and commitment to the fulfillment of the mitzvos!

   Shimon and Levi had no choice but to act, points out the

Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson

ZT”L. The kidnapping of Dina, that prompted their action

did not allow them the luxury of rational contemplation of its

consequences. The integrity of Bnei Yisroel was at stake, and

the brothers needed to act without personal consideration to

the results of their violent deed. It all came down to

instinct, a reaction that emanates from deep within - deeper

than reason, deeper than self-consideration. Indeed, in the

end, Hashem condoned their deed and came to their aid.

   This is what the Torah wishes to convey when establishing

the age of reason and the obligation of mitzvos. Our every

mitzvah should be saturated with self-sacrifice and a depth of

commitment that is motivated by the purest ideals and an

instinct to act. Just as the brothers of Dina were just now

coming into their own as responsible “men,” so too, must

every 13-year old boy recognize that it his purity of intent

and commitment that will truly transform him into a “man.”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: In previous times, the Russian army used to kidnap

children and take them away from their families for many

years. The kidnappings took place at fixed times of the

year and during those weeks, children were kept hidden in

basements to avoid detection by the Czar’s agents.

    R’ Dovid Blinder ZT”L (Rebbi of R’ Chaim Brisker)

was unwilling to allow his students’ studies to lapse for such

a long time and he would go around learning with them in

their various hiding places. Once a Cantonist agent heard

the sound of Torah coming out of a basement. There, he

found a Jewish boy learning Torah with R’ Dovid. As the

Russian agent began to drag the boy away, R’ Dovid

punched him in the face with all his might. Such an act

bordered on rebellion against the Russian Empire, and only

with the greatest effort was R’ Dovid spared from prison.

   “Where did you get the courage to punch an agent?” R’

Dovid was asked, but he did not act the hero. “I had no

idea what I was doing! It’s just that I was in the middle of

explaining a Tosfos to the boy when suddenly someone

grabbed him and started to drag him out. Don’t you see, he

������������

������������

������������

������������

������������

������������


