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Sem: The Ramba’m (- ©391 '9n) learns from this posuk

that just as one may not destroy the wood and fruit of a tree

at any time - even in the midst of battle - so too, one is

forbidden to “break vessels, tear clothing, raze buildings,
A SERIES IN HALACHA

Laws and Customs that Merita Good Parnassa (21)
Shabbos. Last week we mentioned both the general concept of
Shabbos bringing heavenly blessings into the six weekdays
ahead, as well as the statement of the Gemara that honoring
Shabbos well brings wealth. The Poskim define honoring
Shabbos as the eight activities that we mentioned that are done
on Friday to prepare oneself and one’s home for Shabbos. There
is another concept called “Oneg Shabbos” which is making
Shabbos - on the day itself - an enjoyable delight.

Oneg Shabbos. Although there is no specific statement in the
Gemara about rewarding Oneg Shabbos with wealth, there are
two statements that would include it. The Gemara () says that,
“One who makes Shabbos a delight (my) will merit a good
inheritance without end.” On the next daf (rp) it says:
“Whoever makes Shabbos a delight will be granted all the
requests that his heart desires.” These statements would seem to
include a good parnassa.
Fulfilling Oneg Shabbos. How can a person properly fulfill this
mitzvah? This mitzvah includes (some of the following might
overlap with “Kavod Shabbos”):
1) Eating enjoyable meals with meat (2), fish () (fish should be
eaten at all three meals, if possible ) and other foods that
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R’ Yechezkel Halberstam of Shinov ZT”’L (Divrei Yechezkel) would say:

ot

seal up wells and waste food. One who does so has violated
the issur of ‘Bal Tashchis.”” Although not mentioned,
“throwing away”” money - spending money on wasteful items
and nonsense - both for ourselves and our kids - is forbidden!
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one enjoys. One should also have at least two cooked items
in each of the first two meals 5). (2199 NN %P1))

2) Refraining from filling oneself up before the Shabbos meals,
which minimizes the enjoyment of the meals ().

3) Notfasting .

4) Not talking about distressful topics ).

5) Notgetting angry.

6) Not doing medical procedures towards the end of the week,
which can leave one not feeling well on Shabbos ©). (This is
only when, medically speaking, the procedure can be done
in the early days of the week)

7) Not performingstrenuous activitiesthat weakenthe body (10).

8) When possible, not traveling before Shabbos in a way that
will make a person exhausted on Shabbos (11).

9) Sleeping well, which is enjoyment for the body (12).

10) Not fasting on Erev Shabbos, which causes one to enter into
Shabbos being “afflicted.” When Asara B’Teves comes out
on Friday and we fast the whole day, one should still take
care not to unnecessarily drag out the end of the fast day (13).

11) When necessary and if at all possible, one should try to take
a nap on Friday so that he can enjoy the Friday night meal
with a clear head (14).
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“The posuk states: ‘You shall come to the Kohanim, the Levi'im, and to the judge who will be in those days; you

shall inquire and they will tell you the word of judgment.’

The correct grammatical term should read, ‘you shall

inquire of them and they will tell you the word of judgment.” However, often, when someone comes to a sage to ask
his advice, the ‘small talk’ that the sage engages in contains the answer to the visitor’s unasked question. This is
what the posuk is alluding to: You shall inquire - within your heart - and you will realize that they have already told

you the word of judgment. You may not even have to ask!

Chacham Rabbeinu Chaim ben Attar ZT”’L (Ohr HaChaim) would say:

“POY DPIY M INYID NN WNR DY - If a man hates his friend, and lies in wait to overcome him.” How can one
hate a friend? If he’s a friend, then he must love and care for him? The answer is that although the posuk literally refers
to a killer who has fled to one of the cities of refuge (V50 »y), it allegorically alludes to the Yetzer Hara - Evil
Inclination, which disguises itself as a person’s ‘friend’ while really ‘hating’ him. One must always be aware that the
Evil Inclination is constantly ‘lying in wait,” watching his every step, hoping to ‘overcome’ him and cause him to sin.”

A Wise Man would say:
“The language of frlendsh 1s not words The lan
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At the turn of the twentieth century, two of the wealthiest and most famous men in America, were a pair of Jewish

brothers named Nathan and Isidor Straus. Owners of R.H. Macy’s Department Store and founders of the A&S (Abraham
&Straus)chain, thebrothersweremultimillionaires,renownedfortheirphilanthropyandsocialactivism.

In 1912, the brothers and their wives were touring Europe, when Nathan impulsively said one day, “Why don’t we
make a detour and stop over in Palestine?” Israel wasn’t the tourist hotspot then that it is today. Its population wasravaged
by disease, famine, and poverty; but the two wealthy brothers had a strong sense of solidarity with their less fortunate
brethren, and theyalsowanted tocheck on the health and welfare centers theyhad endowed with their millions.

However, after a week spent touring, Isidor Straus had had enough. “How many camels, hovels, and stones can you
see?It’stimeto go,” Isidor decreed with edgyimpatiencein his voice.

But Nathan refused to heed his brother’s imperious command. It wasn’t that he was oblivious to the hardships around
him; it was precisely because of them that he wanted to stay. As he absorbed firsthand the vastness of the challenges his
fellow Jews were coping with in the Holy Land, he felt the burden of responsibility.

“Isidor, we can’t leave now,” he protested. “Look how much work has to be done here. Look at the unfortunate people
that we have to help. Thank G-d, we have the means tohelp them. We can’t turn our backs on our own people.”

“So we’ll send more money,” his brother snapped back. “Ijust want to get out of here.”

But Nathan felt that money simply wasn’t enough. He felt that the Jews who lived under such dire circumstances in the
HolyLand needed the brothers’ very presence among them: their initiative and theirleadership. The brothers argued back
and forth, and finallyIsidor said, “Listen, if you must, stay here. Ida and I are going back to America where we belong.”

The very next day, Isidor and his wife returned to Europe, while Nathan and his spouse Lena stayed on, traveling the
country and contributing huge sums of money to the establishment of education, health, and social welfare programs to
benefit the needy. He also financed the creation of a brand-new city on the shores of the Mediterranean. And since his
namein Hebrewis Natan, and he was the city’s chief donor, the founders named it after him. Theycalledit .... Natanya.

Meanwhile, back in Europe, Isidor Straus was preparing to sail home to America aboard an ocean liner for which he
had alsomadereservations for his brother, Nathan, and his wife. ““You mustleave Palestine now!”” he cabled his brother in
anurgenttelegram. “Thave made reservations for you and if you don’t get here soon .... you will miss the boat!”

But Nathan delayed. There was so much work to be done that he refused to leave until the very last possible moment to
make the connection. He hurried to England but by the time he reached London, it was already past April 12 and the liner
hadalreadyleft portin Southampton with Isidor and Ida Straus aboard.

Nathan feltdisconsolate that he had, as his brother had warned, “missed the boat.” This was no ordinaryexpedition, and
this was no ordinary boat. The cruise that he had forfeited due to his unceasing acts of kindness to his fellow Jew, was the
much ballyhooed maiden voyage of the most famous ship of the century. This was the Titanic.

Nathan Straus, grief-stricken and deeply mourning his brother and sister-in-law could not shake offhis sense thathe had
had a rendezvous with history. The knowledge that he had avoided death permeated his consciousness for the rest of his
life, and untilhisdeathin1931,he pursued his philanthropicactivities with anintensitythat wasunrivaled in his time.

Today, Natanya is a scenic resort city of 200,000 residents and headquarters to Israel’s thriving diamond trade - one of
the most important industries in the country. And in almost every part of the city, there is some small reminder of Nathan

Straus’ largesse, hishumanity, and love for his people. His legacylives g (

3 o0

(©=) 12V 11950 NE INIRYZORI 1IN 13 I3 112D MR XY IR AMYR R?

Swn: The wife of the Chazon Ish ZT”L would sell her
husband’s seforim out of their home. One time, a customer
inadvertently handed her a full Lira for payment, instead of
the quarter Lira that was the correct price. She didn’t realize
the discrepancy until it was too late and took the money.
Later, she showed her husband the money she had
received and explained what had happened. The Chazon
Ishimmediately took the one Lirabill and toreitin half.
His wife was surprised at his reaction, but he explained
to her, “What I did was not ‘Bal Tashchis’ at all, for the

lesson thatthetalmidimstanding aroundlearned, was worth
far greater than the actual amountofthe Lira!”
Nevertheless, she found it hard to believe that the
Chazon Ish would react in this manner, and even enter into
aquestionofviolatingaTorahprohibition.

She needn’t have worried herself, for the moment she
left the room, the Chazon Ish took the pieces of the torn bill
out of the trash bin and spent quite some time taping the
pieces back together, as best as possible. Then, he asked his
wife toreturn the bill toits previous owner.

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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Chazal teach us that even if the chachamim tell you that
your right is left and your left is right - in other words, what
they tell you seems to contradict reality - you must still
believe them (13 7199). Emunas Chachamim, faith in Torah
sages, denotes the realization that truth lies in the hands of
our sages, and not in our own understanding. Klal Yisroel’s
very continuity is hinged on our ability to accept this
concept, because talmidei chachamim personify Torah itself.

“Reverence for your teacher should be to you like the
reverence for Heaven.” (W-17 maN) The manner how we
fear our teachers must be the same as the manner how we
fear Heaven. Just as one cannot fear Heaven without first
possessing emunah and faith in Heaven, so too one cannot
begintoreverearebbe withoutfirsttrusting him.

Indeed, if we think about it, says R’ Mordechai Gifter
ZT”L, we realize that there is very little in life which does
not rely on trust and faith in others. Be it a student attending a
class, a passenger on a plane, or a patient seeing a doctor, if
not for our willingness to trust others, the world would not
function as we know it. Imagine someone on a plane
encountering severe turbulence. The last thing on his mind is
to run into the cockpit, wrest the controls from the pilot, and
try to rectify the situation himself, because he accepts the fact
that the experts know better than he does. If so, why then is
this not the case in spiritual matters, in which we all seem to
desire to govern our own affairs and the moment we fail to
understand a Torah leader’s mandate, we rebel against him?

Hashem did not create man with a natural submissiveness
to spiritual matters because attaining this level is man’s
ultimate mission in life. “Everything is in the hands of
Heaven, except for the fear of Heaven.” (> md12) Hashem
does not make one into a G-d fearing individual: It is man’s
own responsibility to achieve this. One must re-channel his
natural physical submissiveness and put it to spiritual usage.
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The gemara (79 13"2) states: 'SON Y2 DTN ML DN OOWD' -
‘One should not change from an accepted custom.” For when
Moshe ascended on High to receive the Torah, he did not eat
for forty days and nights, whereas when the Angels descend-
ed below to visit Avraham Avinu, they did eat bread.

Rabbeinu Sherira Gaon ZT”’L writes (Shaarei Tzedek):
“From where do we know that a custom (minhag) is a very
important matter? For it is written: ‘Do not move your
neighbor’s border; that which the early ones (MWK have
partitioned.” This is to be interpreted not only in its literal
sense, but also allegorically; one should not move (change) a
partition (custom) that our early ones (Sages) have created.”

However, a dictum quoted from Talmud Yerushalmi
(X-2> mND) is sometimes used to counter the words of the
Bavli. "n25n 5020 n" - “A custom can annul a halacha.”
Some use these words to change long-standing practices,
and to imply that necessary amendments in halacha adopted
in modern-day generations, is fully acceptable and compatible
with the dictums of the Torah and our early sages.

To this, the Shelah Hakadosh, R’ Yeshaya Halevi
Horowitz ZT”’L, isadamant in his disapproval. “My heart
is sad when I see the bad custom (most notably) in the
Diaspora, of women who walk around ostentatious in their
dress and jewelry, acting as if the holy Temple still stood.
First of all, they are transgressing a rabbinical decree and
secondly, they cause a great deal of negative feeling amongst
the gentiles who become exceedinglyjealous of them.”

If this can be said in the times of the Shelah - more than
four hundred years ago - how much more applicable is it
today, when not only women flaunt their clothing and
jewelry, but even men spend exorbitant amounts of money
on cars, phones, houses, vacations - and on themselves! One
must not try to “stand out” - for not only are the gentiles
watching us, but - of course - Hashem is watching as well!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SH].OMO
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“Torah study is good togetherwith Derech Eretz. ” The Chofetz Chaim ZT”L explains this Mishnah as meaning that

one should learn Torah and also have an occupation. Torah study without any parnassa is dangerous because it might lead

one to poverty, which might lead toimproper acquisition of desperately-needed funds. One should never rely on his Torah

study to keep his sense of proper conduct intact. He must do his hishtadlus to ward off the yetzer hara of improper behavior
byprovidingaparnassa andbylearning mussar and correct social conduct, which even precludes Torahstudy.

Rabban Gamliel explains why it is necessary to combine Torah study and an occupation. He ends off the mishnah with
the words, “for exertion of both makes sin forgotten.” Since man has spiritual drives and physical needs that bring him
satisfaction when they are met and fulfilled, exertion in both leaves little time, energy, or desire for sin. When one feels
physicallyand spirituallysatisfied, hehastheinner satisfaction tocontinue growing andachievingin life.

The Kotzker Rebbe writes, “I don’t expect you not to sin because you have no desire to sin. As long as a person is alive and
has a yetzer hara, the desire to sin is present. Rather, one should be so busy with his spiritual pursuits and providing for his
family’s physical sustenance that he should have no time to sin.” If one’s physical needs are met with honesty and his spiritual
needs are pursued through living a life of Torah, then there is no need to find the time to sin since satisfaction in all areas of life
are met. May our physical and spiritual pursuits bring Kiddush Hashen: to the world and bring nachas ruach to our Creator.




