
     t'sckc gna ,thre tkt ,ufz ofc iht ukhpt :vz euxp kg h"ar
vnjknv kf e"vpxc rtucnv hpf vbvu /of,t ghauha o,t htsf
khpvk vmura ubnn kusd chut lk ihta 'rmhv ,njkn kg znrk tc ,tzv
uz varpn ohsnk ubhmnbu ',unkugv hban usctku ,ja rtck ostv ,t
rgucv grv ubrmh ,t jmbk kfub v,ufzca gna ,thre ka vjuf vpha

/u,arc ub,ut khpvk hsfc hgmnt ouac kjuc ubhtu shn, ubcrec
    ausev rvuzcu,gac apb ,urhxn ka vcajn uk aha hn kfa t,ht 

vzc iuakv c,f ,ubuufv rgacu 'uh,ubuug kf kg uk ohkjun gna ,thre
/kfv kg uk kjun v"cev thkpvk sg ,urhcg vag ot ukhpta

tuv hrv gna ,thre ostv tre tk ota ausev rvuzc t,ht sugu    
ouhv vzc ohcuy ohagnu ,uumn kf vagh ot ukhptu 'ouh u,ut kf hushbc

uhushbc rtab tuv hrv .kkfc ,uhvk tka lfc rvzhvk lhrm stn vn
kyhca vz kg (t"g u"f ,ufrc) k"zj uvuarsa wiue,k kfuh tk ,uugnw

/,hrja ka gna ,thre ut ,hcrg ka gna ,thre
rv ruegk umraf ogp 'inzv ,rhna ka ihbgv kg tkpb kan h,gnau   
ohbzrd og ohkgup ,utn ushngv tkt ouhv  ka ,ubufnv uhv tk unuenn

 

ogp vre 'unuenn hrndk uvurega sg rvv ,t ohcmuj uhvu ovhshc
vjnunv ,t ubhnzv 'zz tk rcs ouau ,ugucau ohnh uscg ohkgupva
rjtku ouenk ghdv vkv 'rcsv rap ,t euschu ouenk ghdha kusdv
ukuf kf snug hjfubv rvv :ovk rnt lfu 'u,gs ,uuj ,t i,b vrme vehsc
kf kg kcj unuen kg snug ihhsg vzv gkxvu sug kf ifku sjt gkx kg
uczg, h,mgk ugna, ot lt 'uhsgkc unuenn  zuzh tk rvv hf ofhmntn
,t .mupk ujhkm, ratfu gkxv chcx eru lt uzfr,,u rvv kf ,t uhafg

/itf ,uagk vn ofk rtah tku ygnf hrv vzv gkxv
,usuxhvn sjt hf okugv vzc itf ostv ,sucg kg if od tuv kanbvu    
tuv ihbcv kf snug uhkga emun suxh tuva rnuk i,hb rat ohezjv
hrv lrg reh xfb kgf ubnz kg runak kdr,v tka hn hf 'winzv ,rhnaw
rvv ,t ruegk ,ugucau ohnh uknga ohkgup o,ut kt ,unshvk kfuh
kumhbc ostv gheah ot lshtnu 'o,sucgc outn unse,v tku unuenn
tka ygnf hrv ehrk ves oua rucgh tka ubnz kg esesk khj,hu inzv
u,ufkn kug kcek vfzba r"vhu /u,sucgc haue ka ouen sug uk rtah
/ktrah og ,ukp, rta lu,c ub,khp, kce,hu oka cckcu ,ntc lrc,h

k  vbuufvu) 'thcb ka vke vumn wpt -vumnv in rux h,kcku" 'h"ar c,
,umn kfn vke ,cajb 'osu rac ka thva iuhfa 'thcb ka vumn kf kt
'lhkt htuc sg 'khju, ohnh ,gcaw 'kutak ktuna uk rnta vz iudfu '(wv
iputc lknv ,t rhvzvk vfhrm vru,v gusn 'ihcvk ahu /"w,ukug ,ukgvk
wudu thcbw 'rntba vnc kkfb tuv od tkv 'thcbv ,umn ouhe kg 'sjuhn

?(u"y j"h ohrcs) wiugna, uhkt 'lheukt wv lk oheh
 hrcs osevc cahhk ahu    o"cnrv,rxv kg" c,fa (wu wd ohfkn ,ufkv) 

'"ktrah kve kf ck tuv ucka 'ucck ruxh tku wtba 'vru, vshpev uck
ru,c okhcac anan 'ktrah hbc ka odhvbn tuva lknva 'ubhhvu
/ungn occk urhxhu uhrjt ufanhh ov od 'wv ogn ucck ruxh otu 'tndus

,umn ,t ohhek lknk vrvzt vru,v vphxuv gusn 'rtck ah z"pku    
'vz ihhbgc r,uhc rvzhha hsf 'wiugna, uhktw ,rvztc kkfba ;t 'thcbv

/vzc urvzhh 'tndus ru,c uhkg ohkf,xna h"bc od z"hga
vfrsv ,kcec od tkt 'thcb ,umn ka ouhec er itf rcusn tku    
arhpa unfu /,hbjur ,unnur,v hshk vthcna 'wthcbvw-hbjurv dhvbnvn

  

 vbuh ubhcr'h"ar c,fa '(t"f wh hkan) "ohcr ugrh 'ehsm h,pa" 'euxpv kg 
 iuakn 'ugrhw-ohkfut ohcra"itmv vgrn'ugrhw-ohdhvbn" c,f h"r kct 'w

 iuakn,dvbv itmv",hbjur vcuyc 'ohcrv ,t 'ohmguhu 'wvgrnv kt 
ka o,shkc uhkg znrk iufbk wv tmn 'vz ihhbg ,uchaj hbpnu   
utmhaw-jrzu '(,ur ,khdn ;uxc ihhughfu) wsus ,hc hfkn ubnn utmhaw-.rp
'wt ohnhv hrcs] i,buh oudr,c ihhughfu) wohhbjur ohdhvbn-ohthcb ubnn
'gsrsu kufkfu inhvu i,htu hrnz 'jrzs hubcu" 'c,fa [wu euxp 'wc erp
'ush ,t thmuv jrza rjt era '("iuvhkg ,hra vtucb jur wufu iuvkf
',skhnv jeh,u 'sh i,hu 'v,skc hvhu" 'rntba unfu '.rp wskubw-tmh
,mrp vn 'rnt,u 'uhjt tmh vbvu 'ush chanf hvhu /wudu hba ush kg ruae,u
una trehu 'hbav ush kg rat uhjt tmh rjtu /.rp una trehu '.rp lhkg
- thcbvw - jrza rjt era 'ubhhvu '(k-j"f oheuxp 'j"k ,hatrc) "jrz
wlknvw - .rp ka u,kufhc 'lhrsvu 'lrsv ,t ushc vtrv whbjurv dhvbnv
'ohhbjurv ohdhvbnv ka o,frsv ,t ukceh h"bc od z"hgu 'kugpku ,tmk

/hbjurv icunc unnur,hu

(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)

   AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL        AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL     
     JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!     JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!     JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!     JUDAICA BOOKSTORE!

axd z`n                                                                                               zexxerzd ixace miig igwl  mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                                yny zia w"wa mixyin cibn

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    llll`̀̀̀nnnnyyyyeeee    ooooiiiinnnniiii    ddddeeeevvvvnnnndddd    oooonnnn    xxxxeeeeqqqq    iiiizzzzllllaaaalllleeee    eeeeiiiigggg`̀̀̀nnnn    eeeeaaaaaaaallll    mmmmeeeexxxx    iiiizzzzllllaaaallll((((kkkk----ffffiiii))))mmmmiiiiiiiippppggggeeeexxxxdddd    mmmmiiiibbbbiiiiddddppppnnnndddd    llllyyyy    mmmmzzzzkkkkxxxxccccdddd    zzzzllllaaaawwww    zzzzeeeeaaaaiiiiyyyygggg    ooooiiiipppprrrraaaa    ----    

zayl zexp zwlcd      * 7:10 - 
9:04 -  ̀ "n/rny z`ixw onf    

`"xbd/rny z`ixw onf     9:40 -
 10:45 - ̀ "xbd / dlitz onf seq 

7:26 - zayd meil dngd zriwy  
8:16 - aixrn /k"d`v w"yven   

    mz epiax zhiyl/k"d`v -8:38

yyyyyyyyyyyaaaaaaaaaaazzzzzzzzzzzwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeecccccccccccyyyyyyyyyyytttttttttttxxxxxxxxxxxyyyyyyyyyyyzzzzzzzzzzzyyyyyyyyyyyeeeeeeeeeeettttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhiiiiiiiiiiimmmmmmmmmmm yazwecytxyzyethim

oa (4) c:cnr c"n (3) c:br j"ut (2) /jhe (1)
(8) c:jpr:oa (7) c:ynr j"ut (6) oa (5)
,ca ,rhna 'jnr:oa (9) jpr-zpr:oa

43 jnr ,ucua, hexp (10) dk:ck v,fkvf
j"ut (13) t:mr tnr (12) t:sg ,ca ,jbn (11)

  y:br ouka ,rnan (14) s:jnr

 *6666::::00005555    ----    ddddggggppppnnnndddd    bbbbllllttttwilcny in) 
zlaw mvr onfn xg`l oi` mcwen
(["dlk i`ea" xn`iyn]  zayd

�����

ttttttxxxxxxwwwwww`̀̀̀̀̀''''''cccccc`̀̀̀̀̀aaaaaaeeeeeezzzzzz txw`'c`aez

R’ Yechezkel Halberstam of Shinov ZT”L (Divrei Yechezkel) would say:

    “The posuk states: ‘You shall come to the Kohanim, the Levi'im, and to the judge who will be in those days; you

shall inquire and they will tell you the word of judgment.’ The correct grammatical term should read, ‘you shall

inquire of them and they will tell you the word of judgment.’ However, often, when someone comes to a sage to ask

his advice, the ‘small talk’ that the sage engages in contains the answer to the visitor’s unasked question. This is

what the posuk is alluding to: You shall inquire - within your heart - and you will realize that they have already told

you the word of judgment. You may not even have to ask!”

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xhl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Shabbos Parshas Shoftim
`"ryz lel` 'c                                       September 3, 2011 -
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Ramba’m (h-u ohfkn wkv) learns from this posuk

that just as one may not destroy the wood and fruit of a tree

at any time - even in the midst of battle - so too, one is

forbidden to “break vessels, tear clothing, raze buildings,

     
  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (21)

Shabbos. Last week we mentioned both the general concept of

Shabbos bringing heavenly blessings into the six weekdays

ahead, as well as the statement of the Gemara that honoring

Shabbos well brings wealth. The Poskim define honoring
Shabbos as the eight activities that we mentioned that are done

on Friday to prepare oneself and one’s home for Shabbos. There

is another concept called “Oneg Shabbos” which is making

Shabbos - on the day itself  - an enjoyable delight. 

Oneg Shabbos. Although there is no specific statement in the

Gemara about rewarding Oneg Shabbos with wealth, there are

two statements that would include it. The Gemara (1) says that,

“One who makes Shabbos a delight (dbug) will merit a good

inheritance without end.” On the next daf (:jhe) it says:

“Whoever makes Shabbos a delight will be granted all the

requests that his heart desires.” These statements would seem to

include a good parnassa. 
Fulfilling Oneg Shabbos. How can a person properly fulfill this

mitzvah? This mitzvah includes (some of the following might

overlap with “Kavod Shabbos”):

Eating enjoyable meals with meat (2), fish (3) (fish should be

eaten at all three meals, if possible (4)) and other foods that

1)

seal up wells and waste food. One who does so has violated

the issur of ‘Bal Tashchis.’” Although not mentioned,

“throwing away” money - spending money on wasteful items

and nonsense - both for ourselves and our kids - is forbidden! 

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

one enjoys. One should also have at least two cooked items

in each of the first two meals (5). (cnr j"ut heunb)
Refraining from filling oneself up before the Shabbos meals,

which minimizes the enjoyment of the meals (6).

Not fasting (7).
Not talking about distressful topics (8).

Not getting angry.

Not doing medical procedures towards the end of the week,

which can leave one not feeling well on Shabbos (9). (This is

only when, medically speaking, the procedure can be done

in the early days of the week)  

Not performing strenuous activities that weaken the body (10).

When possible, not traveling before Shabbos in a way that

will make a person exhausted on Shabbos (11).

Sleeping well, which is enjoyment for the body (12).

Not fasting on Erev Shabbos, which causes one to enter into

Shabbos being “afflicted.” When Asara B’Teves comes out
on Friday and we fast the whole day, one should still take

care not to unnecessarily drag out the end of the fast day (13).

When necessary and if at all possible, one should try to take

a nap on Friday so that he can enjoy the Friday night meal

with a clear head (14).

2)

3)
4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)
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Chacham Rabbeinu Chaim ben Attar ZT”L (Ohr HaChaim) would say: 

     “wuhkg oeu uk crtu uvgrk tbua aht vhvh hfuw - ‘If a man hates his friend, and lies in wait to overcome him.’ How can one

hate a friend? If he’s a friend, then he must love and care for him? The answer is that although the posuk literally refers

to a killer who has fled to one of the cities of refuge (yken hrg), it allegorically alludes to the Yetzer Hara - Evil

Inclination, which disguises itself as a person’s ‘friend’ while really ‘hating’ him. One must always be aware that the

Evil Inclination is constantly ‘lying in wait,’ watching his every step, hoping to ‘overcome’ him and cause him to sin.”

A Wise Man would say:

     “The language of friendship is not words. The language of friendship is meanings.”
SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS AVRUM TAUB ON THE AUFRUF AND CHASUMA OF THEIR SON YAAKOV TO
NECHAMA LESSER AND TO THE TAUB/LESSER/HOFFMAN FAMILIES. zx`tzl l`xyia on`p zia zepal ekfiy x"di
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



    ooooeeeerrrr    zzzzggggkkkkyyyynnnn    mmmmddddiiiippppyyyy    zzzzrrrriiiibbbbiiiiyyyy    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀    jjjjxxxxcccc    mmmmrrrr    ddddxxxxeeeezzzz    cccceeeennnnllllzzzz    ddddttttiiii    xxxxnnnneeee`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀iiiillllnnnnbbbb    ooooaaaaxxxx((((aaaa----aaaa    zzzzeeeeaaaa`̀̀̀))))
     “Torah study is good together with Derech Eretz.” The Chofetz Chaim ZT”L explains this Mishnah as meaning that
one should learn Torah and also have an occupation. Torah study without any parnassa is dangerous because it might lead
one to poverty, which might lead to improper acquisition of desperately-needed funds. One should never rely on his Torah
study to keep his sense of proper conduct intact. He must do his hishtadlus to ward off the yetzer hara of improper behavior
by providing a parnassa and by learning mussar and correct social conduct, which even precludes Torah study.
    Rabban Gamliel explains why it is necessary to combine Torah study and an occupation. He ends off the mishnah with
the words, “for exertion of both makes sin forgotten.” Since man has spiritual drives and physical needs that bring him
satisfaction when they are met and fulfilled, exertion in both leaves little time, energy, or desire for sin. When one feels
physically and spiritually satisfied, he has the inner satisfaction to continue growing and achieving in life.
     The Kotzker Rebbe writes, “I don’t expect you not to sin because you have no desire to sin. As long as a person is alive and
has a yetzer hara, the desire to sin is present. Rather, one should be so busy with his spiritual pursuits and providing for his
family’s physical sustenance that he should have no time to sin.” If one’s physical needs are met with honesty and his spiritual
needs are pursued through living a life of Torah, then there is no need to find the time to sin since satisfaction in all areas of life
are met. May our physical and spiritual pursuits bring Kiddush Hashem to the world and bring nachas ruach to our Creator.

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    zzzzxxxxkkkkzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll    eeeezzzzeeee`̀̀̀eeee    llllkkkk`̀̀̀zzzz    eeeeppppnnnnnnnn    iiiikkkk    ooooffffxxxxbbbb    eeeeiiiillllrrrr    ggggeeeeccccppppllll    ddddvvvvrrrr    zzzz`̀̀̀    zzzziiiiggggyyyyzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll((((hhhhiiii----kkkk))))
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    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    zzzzyyyyxxxxiiiieeee    ddddiiiiggggzzzz    oooorrrrnnnnllll    ssssccccxxxxzzzz    wwwwccccvvvv    wwwwccccvvvv((((kkkk----ffffhhhh))))
    At the turn of the twentieth century, two of the wealthiest and most famous men in America, were a pair of Jewish

brothers named Nathan and Isidor Straus. Owners of R.H. Macy’s Department Store and founders of the A&S (Abraham
& Straus) chain, the brothers were multimillionaires, renowned for their philanthropy and social activism.

    In 1912, the brothers and their wives were touring Europe, when Nathan impulsively said one day, “Why don’t we

make a detour and stop over in Palestine?” Israel wasn’t the tourist hotspot then that it is today. Its population was ravaged
by disease, famine, and poverty; but the two wealthy brothers had a strong sense of solidarity with their less fortunate

brethren, and they also wanted to check on the health and welfare centers they had endowed with their millions.

    However, after a week spent touring, Isidor Straus had had enough. “How many camels, hovels, and stones can you

see? It’s time to go,” Isidor decreed with edgy impatience in his voice.
    But Nathan refused to heed his brother’s imperious command. It wasn’t that he was oblivious to the hardships around

him; it was precisely because of them that he wanted to stay. As he absorbed firsthand the vastness of the challenges his

fellow Jews were coping with in the Holy Land, he felt the burden of responsibility. 
    “Isidor, we can’t leave now,” he protested. “Look how much work has to be done here. Look at the unfortunate people

that we have to help. Thank G-d, we have the means to help them. We can’t turn our backs on our own people.”

    “So we’ll send more money,” his brother snapped back. “I just want to get out of here.”
    But Nathan felt that money simply wasn’t enough. He felt that the Jews who lived under such dire circumstances in the

Holy Land needed the brothers’ very presence among them: their initiative and their leadership. The brothers argued back

and forth, and finally Isidor said, “Listen, if you must, stay here. Ida and I are going back to America where we belong.” 

     The very next day, Isidor and his wife returned to Europe, while Nathan and his spouse Lena stayed on, traveling the
country and contributing huge sums of money to the establishment of education, health, and social welfare programs to

benefit the needy. He also financed the creation of a brand-new city on the shores of the Mediterranean. And since his

name in Hebrew is Natan, and he was the city’s chief donor, the founders named it after him. They called it .... Natanya.
      Meanwhile, back in Europe, Isidor Straus was preparing to sail home to America aboard an ocean liner for which he

had also made reservations for his brother, Nathan, and his wife. “You must leave Palestine now!” he cabled his brother in

an urgent telegram. “I have made reservations for you and if you don’t get here soon .... you will miss the boat!”

     But Nathan delayed. There was so much work to be done that he refused to leave until the very last possible moment to
make the connection. He hurried to England but by the time he reached London, it was already past April 12 and the liner

had already left port in Southampton with Isidor and Ida Straus aboard. 

     Nathan felt disconsolate that he had, as his brother had warned, “missed the boat.” This was no ordinary expedition, and
this was no ordinary boat. The cruise that he had forfeited due to his unceasing acts of kindness to his fellow Jew, was the

much ballyhooed maiden voyage of the most famous ship of the century. This was the Titanic.

    Nathan Straus, grief-stricken and deeply mourning his brother and sister-in-law could not shake off his sense that he had

had a rendezvous with history. The knowledge that he had avoided death permeated his consciousness for the rest of his
life, and until his death in l931, he pursued his philanthropic activities with an intensity that was unrivaled in his time.

     Today, Natanya is a scenic resort city of 200,000 residents and headquarters to Israel’s thriving diamond trade - one of

the most important industries in the country. And in almost every part of the city, there is some small reminder of Nathan
Straus’ largesse, his humanity, and love for his people. His legacy lives on.

                            oooonnnn    xxxxeeeeqqqqzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll    ................    jjjjeeeexxxxeeeeiiii    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    ddddxxxxeeeezzzzdddd    iiiitttt    llllrrrr
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    llll`̀̀̀nnnnyyyyeeee    ooooiiiinnnniiii    jjjjllll    eeeecccciiiibbbbiiii    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    xxxxaaaaccccdddd                            ((((`̀̀̀iiii----ffffiiii))))

    Chazal teach us that even if the chachamim tell you that
your right is left and your left is right - in other words, what
they tell you seems to contradict reality - you must still
believe them (sbe hrpx). Emunas Chachamim, faith in Torah

sages, denotes the realization that truth lies in the hands of
our sages, and not in our own understanding. Klal Yisroel’s
very continuity is hinged on our ability to accept this
concept, because talmidei chachamim personify Torah itself.
     “Reverence for your teacher should be to you like the
reverence for Heaven.” (uy-s ,uct) The manner how we
fear our teachers must be the same as the manner how we
fear Heaven. Just as one cannot fear Heaven without first
possessing emunah and faith in Heaven, so too one cannot
begin to revere a rebbe without first trusting him.
    Indeed, if we think about it, says R’ Mordechai Gifter
ZT”L, we realize that there is very little in life which does
not rely on trust and faith in others. Be it a student attending a
class, a passenger on a plane, or a patient seeing a doctor, if
not for our willingness to trust others, the world would not
function as we know it. Imagine someone on a plane
encountering severe turbulence. The last thing on his mind is
to run into the cockpit, wrest the controls from the pilot, and
try to rectify the situation himself, because he accepts the fact
that the experts know better than he does. If so, why then is
this not the case in spiritual matters, in which we all seem to
desire to govern our own affairs and the moment we fail to
understand a Torah leader’s mandate, we rebel against him?
     Hashem did not create man with a natural submissiveness
to spiritual matters because attaining this level is man’s
ultimate mission in life. “Everything is in the hands of
Heaven, except for the fear of Heaven.” (:dk ,ufrc) Hashem

does not make one into a G-d fearing individual: It is man’s
own responsibility to achieve this. One must re-channel his
natural physical submissiveness and put it to spiritual usage.

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
 ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
      

                                jjjjzzzzllllggggppppaaaa    mmmmiiiippppeeeeyyyy`̀̀̀xxxx    eeeellllaaaabbbb    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    jjjjrrrrxxxx    lllleeeeaaaabbbb    bbbbiiiiqqqqzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll    
    jjjjllll    oooozzzzpppp    jjjjiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀aaaa    llllggggppppzzzz    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    ((((cccciiii----hhhhiiii))))

     The gemara (:up n"c) states: wdvbnv in ost vbah kt okugkw -
‘One should not change from an accepted custom.’ For when
Moshe ascended on High to receive the Torah, he did not eat
for forty days and nights, whereas when the Angels descend-
ed below to visit Avraham Avinu, they did eat bread.
    Rabbeinu Sherira Gaon ZT”L writes (Shaarei Tzedek):
“From where do we know that a custom (minhag) is a very
important matter? For it is written: ‘Do not move your

neighbor’s border; that which the early ones (ohbuatr) have
partitioned.’ This is to be interpreted not only in its literal
sense, but also allegorically; one should not move (change) a
partition (custom) that our early ones (Sages) have created.”
     However, a dictum quoted from Talmud Yerushalmi

(t-ch ,unch) is sometimes used to counter the words of the
Bavli. "vfkv kycn dvbn" - “A custom can annul a halacha.”
Some use these words to change long-standing practices,
and to imply that necessary amendments in halacha adopted
in modern-day generations, is fully acceptable and compatible
with the dictums of the Torah and our early sages.
   To this, the Shelah Hakadosh, R’ Yeshaya Halevi
Horowitz ZT”L, is adamant in his disapproval. “My heart
is sad when I see the bad custom (most notably) in the
Diaspora, of women who walk around ostentatious in their
dress and jewelry, acting as if the holy Temple still stood.
First of all, they are transgressing a rabbinical decree and
secondly, they cause a great deal of negative feeling amongst
the gentiles who become exceedingly jealous of them.”
     If this can be said in the times of the Shelah - more than
four hundred years ago - how much more applicable is it
today, when not only women flaunt their clothing and
jewelry, but even men spend exorbitant amounts of money
on cars, phones, houses, vacations - and on themselves! One
must not try to “stand out” - for not only are the gentiles
watching us, but - of course - Hashem is watching as well!      

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: The wife of the Chazon Ish ZT”L would sell her
husband’s seforim out of their home. One time, a customer

inadvertently handed her a full Lira for payment, instead of
the quarter Lira that was the correct price. She didn’t realize

the discrepancy until it was too late and took the money. 
     Later, she showed her husband the money she had

received and explained what had happened. The Chazon
Ish immediately took the one Lira bill and tore it in half.

     His wife was surprised at his reaction, but he explained
to her, “What I did was not ‘Bal Tashchis’ at all, for the

lesson that the talmidim standing around learned, was worth
far greater than the actual amount of the Lira!”

     Nevertheless, she found it hard to believe that the
Chazon Ish would react in this manner, and even enter into

a question of violating a Torah prohibition.
     She needn’t have worried herself, for the moment she

left the room, the Chazon Ish took the pieces of the torn bill
out of the trash bin and spent quite some time taping the

pieces back together, as best as possible. Then, he asked his
wife to return the bill to its previous owner.


