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Rashi comments that because Yosef placed his trust in the opwnn W -

‘Chief Butler, he remained in prison for an extra two years. The mishnah

(-2 npy) lists five groups of people whose punishment lasts for 12 months:
The generation of the mabul - flood, the Egyptians, the wicked in gehinnom,
Yoav and Gog and magog. Why did Yosef Hatzaddik's punishment last twice
as long as the punishment of these five groups?

R' Moshe Feinstein ZT"L answers that Yosef's punishment was for two
distinct sins. One, that he should have recognized that the sole purpose of the
Butler's imprisonment was for the sake of his rescue and it was redundant for
him to ask for the butler's intercession before Pharaoh. Two, he should have
seen the extreme arrogance of the Egyptian people, the haughtiness in their
character and lack of consideration for anyone other than themselves, as the
posuk says, "Praiseworthy is the man who has made Hashem his trust and
not turned to the arrogant.” Thus, Yosef asking for an Egyptian's help was
not considered a normal process of nature since it could not be expected to
be successful, and was obviously an act borne out of desperation. Although
Yosef assuredly trusted in Hashem to assist him, still, his behavior reflected
a measure of desperation. For these two reasons, a fzaddik on the level of
Yosef, was punished with a prison term for a full twenty-four months.
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R' Yerucham Levovitz ZT"L would say:
"Every person can personally experience that when he does something to
be in control of his desires he feels great pleasure. In proportion to the
degree that one goes against his desires, he will feel ever greater pleasure."

A Wise Man once said:
"If one wants to truly be successful, there is one lesson he must know:
Don't be afraid to give up the good to go for the great!"

R' Aharon Rokeach ZT"L (Belzer Rebbe) would say:

"Every Jew should be loved, even a person who has never contributed to
tzedakah. If you'll ask me why, I would tell you that after 120 years, 1 would
much rather be punished for loving someone without cause, than for hating
someone with cause!"
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and drove them to a local inn from where they arranged for passage home.

That night, the mother of the bride had a dream in which her father, the
Nesivos, came to her. He told her that he was informed in his Heavenly
abode, that his daughter and granddaughter were in grave danger. He tried
to daven and ask for mercy on their behalf but he was refused on the
grounds that they had transgressed on the terrible sin of T\ - Seclusion,
with a man - a non-Jew in this case - and they were to be punished. R’
Yaakov related how he rose even higher through the Heavenly echelons,
begging and pleading for mercy on their behalf. "In the merit of my Torah
and my sefer Nesivos Hamishpat, which is universally acclaimed and
studied," he argued, "Please allow them to live." Thankfully, his prayers
were answered in a miraculous way, as a German officer found himself i1 a
rural Polish town, and was able to effect their rescue.

"You have no idea the importance of this mitzvah," R' Yaakov concluded
in his daughter's dream. "Always make sure to be careful and stringent
when it comes to secluding oneself with another man. It can save your life!”
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The Medrash explains the posuk (T-¥ DVWUN W) 7MY DM DIRTITAY
- "The herbs give off a fragrance” - This is referring to Reuven, who saved
Yosef his brother. ” 010 92 191N Yy - "Over our doors are sweets" -
This is the Chanukah lights, which are kindled near the door. The Medrash
is perplexing: What connects Reuven's actions with the lights of Chanukah?

Chazal teach us, says R' Gavriel Zev Margolis ZT"L, that Hashem
minimized the miracle of Chanukah. After all, He could have eliminated
the need for oil altogether and performed an outstanding miracle whereby
the menorah would light and remain lit for eight days without the benefit of
any natural assistance. Yet, Hashem tends to work within nature as much as
possible and the miracle contained elements that were both natural and
supernatural. So too, Rashi tells us that Reuven proposed the idea to have
Yosef thrown into a pit filled with deadly snakes and scorpions; in an effort
to save his life. How would this save him? Reuven left Yosef with the

snakes rather than his brothers, knowing that a creature without free will is

more easily controlled, more so than people. This was Reuven's way to
minimize the need for Divine intervention, the miracle of Yosef surviving
in the pit was both natural and supernatural. Thus, the posuk likens
Reuven's actions to the miracle of the menorah burning for 8 days.
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In the official town records of the city of Lissa, the following story is
recounted. Many years after the Rov of Lissa, R' Yaakov Loberboim
ZT"L, author of the Nesivos Hamishpat, had passed away, his grand-
daughter became engaged to a fine young man. The necessary preparations
were underway and the bride and her mother, the daughter of the Nesivos,
needed to travel to an adjoining city to buy clothing and other items that
would be necessary for the wedding. Taking all the money that they had,
the bride's mother arranged for a wagon, driven by a gentile driver, to take
them to the nearby city. However, this wagon driver was far from honest.
Sensing the vulnerability of his passengers, and after further inquiry he
learned that the bride's mother was indeed a widow with no husband to
protect her, he drove them off the main road to his own empty home.
There he relieved them of all their cash and tied them up in a back room.
In a celebratory mood, he called some of his boorish friends and they
drank and ate heartily while the terrified captives prayed, cried and
awaited their fate in the next room.

Suddenly, without warning, the door burst open and in stormed a
German officer. He screamed and threatened to shoot all the people sitting
around the table. In the midst of the chaos, the wagon driver and his
friends managed to run away and the officer, as if knowing exactly where
to go, entered the back room. Wordlessly, he freed the captives, gave them
back their money, which still sat on the table where the driver had put it,
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