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1:31 - úáù / äìåãâ äçðî      (Monsey, NY)     * 8:02 - úáù úåøð ú÷ìãä                    
 8:21 - úáùä íåé ìù äòé÷ù      ~~~~~~~~       8:20 - úáù áøò ìù äòé÷ù                
9:11 - áéøòî / íéáëåëä úàö        ~~~~~~        8:35 - à"î/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ               

9:33 - íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö        ~~~~~        9:11 - à"øâä/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ             
("äìë éàåá" øîàéùî) úáùä úìá÷ íöò ïîæî øçàì ïéà ,íã÷åî ÷éìãîù éî*
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HALACHOS OF BIRCHAS KOHANIM
(âë-å) ìàøùé éðá úà åëøáú äë ... åéðá ìàå ïøäà ìà øáã
    According to many poskim, just as the kohanim 
have a specific mitzvah to bless Klal Yisroel, the 
non-kohanim have a similar mitzvah to participate 
in the blessing by concentrating on the words of 
the beracha being said, and answering amen 
appropriately (1). The øåáéö - congregation, should 
make sure to be in front (even diagonally) of the 
kohanim, as they utter the berachos, and not 
behind them (2). Standing is a widespread custom, 
not an absolute obligation, and one who finds it 
hard to stand may sit (3). 
    The congregation should face the kohanim and 
not turn away, yet they must not look at the 
kohanim during the blessing (4). Instead, they can 
lower their eyes or look into their siddur (or 
machzor) to aid in their concentration on the 
berachos. Many people have the custom to cover 
their face with their talis and some even cover their 
children with their talis to shield their eyes.
    There are conflicting customs regarding whether 
the words "åîù êåøáå àåä êåøá" are said when the 
kohanim pronounce Hashem's name. Even those 
who do say it, do so silently (5). Similarly, no                                                                                                    

 posukim or tefillos should be recited during the 
Birchas Kohanim, although it is permitted while 
the kohanim are singing (6).
     The øåáéö çéìù should not recite the tefillah for 
dreams (éúîìç íåìç ò"ùáø) that the congregation 
says (7). He should answer amen to the three 
berachos of the kohanim, just like everyone else, 
but not on the first beracha that they begin with of 
" ... ïøäà ìù åúùåã÷á åðùã÷ øùà" (8). The same 
applies to a person who is in middle of saying the 
òîù úàéø÷ úåëøá. If he is holding in middle of the 
silent Shemona Esrai, after "íéãåî" but before 
"íåìù íéù", he may also answer just to these three 
berachos. If he is elsewhere in Shemona Esrai, he 
should stop and listen without answering. If this 
disturbs his äðååë, he may continue on davening (9).
     If a person is listening to íéðäë úëøá and hears 
kaddish or kedushah coming from another minyan, 
he should not interrupt and answer, but rather 
continue listening to the kohanim (10). If one enters 
a shul while íéðäë úëøá is taking place, he should 
not walk out in middle, even if he had already been 
blessed once that day (11).
     It is common custom for the people to thank the 
kohanim afterwards for their blessings (12). 
      ïåéìò íéðåúð íéøéùò íä íéòùøä äæä íìåòáù"

 çúôé ì"úòì ìáà ,íééðò íé÷éãöäå äåìùå äçåðîá
 ïéëùåð íéòùøäå ïãò ïâ úåøöåà íé÷éãöì ä"á÷ä
 úà ïéçìùîù äæáù àöîð ."íøùá úà íäéðéùá

.ìåãâ ñéë ïåøñç íéîøåâ ,íéøéùòä íéòùøä
 úåøéáò éìòá ÷éçøäì ,úåøåãì åæ äåöî úâäåð æ"éôìå     
 ììë úà æøæì êøöåä ÷åñôäå ,íéøùëä ìàøùé éðáî
 é"ò àåáì ìåìòä ïåîîä ïåøñçì åùåçé àìù ìàøùé

.ä"á÷ä úàî éååéö àéä éë ,íú÷çøäå íúìãáä

(æë-å) 'åâå íëøáà éðàå ìàøùé éðá ìò éîù úà åîùå
 íà éøä ?'ä íù úîéù ìù äæ ïéðò åäî ,ïéáäì ùé     
 äúåòîùî éôë íéðäëä úëøá àåä ïàë ïååëîä
 äëøáä äååäî ãöéë áèéä ùøåôî äðéà ïééãò ,úåèùôá

?'ä íù úîéù ìù æ"éò
 úãé÷ò 'ñá ,ì"öæ äîøò ÷çöé ø"åîâä øàáî àìà     
 ïéëäì åéìò ,'ä úëøá íãàä ìò ìåçúù éãëù ,÷çöé
 òôù ìãâé ïë ,åîöò úà íãà øéùëéù ìëëå ,êëì ò"à
 ä"á÷ä úàî íãàì äòéâîä äáåèä éë .äëæéù äëøáä
 àìà ,'ä ìà íãàä úáøé÷ úãéîá çøëäá äéåìú äðéà

ìãåâá

 òåøö ìë äðçîä ïî åçìùéå ìàøùé éðá úà åö 
     (á-ä) 'åâå ùôðì àîè ìëå áæ ìëå

 ãéî éååéöä ,éååéö øîàðù íå÷î ìë" ,ùøãîá àúéà     
 ìëá éååéö ïéà øîåà á"áéø .úåøåãì âäåðå äùòî úòùá
 éååéö ïéà øîåà éàçåé øá ïåòîù éáø .æåøéæ àìà íå÷î
 úâäåð ãöéë ,äù÷å .ù"ééò ".ñéë ïåøñç àìà íå÷î ìëá
 äðçî àìå äðéëù äðçî àì åðì ïéàùë úåøåãì åæ äåöî
 íåé÷á ìàøùé éðá úà æøæì ÷åñôä êøöåä òåãîå ?äéåì

?äá ùé ñéë ïåøñç äæéàå ,åæ äåöî
 ìàåé 'ø ÷"äøä ,øàîèàñî ø"åîãàä ùøôîå     
 åøîàù äî é"ôò ,ìàåé éøáã 'ñá ,ì"öæ íéåáìèééè
 éåìéâ åæ äáæ ,äøæ äãåáò åæ òåøö" :íù ø"ãîá ì"æç
 äæî øàåáî .ë"ò "íéîã éëôåù åìà ùôðì àîè ,úåéøò
 ìò úùøãð ìàøùé éðá äðçîî íéàîèä çåìéù úùøôù
 íìéãáäì ,ìàøùé äðçîì õåçî ìà úåøéáò éìòá çåìéù
 íåù ìàøùé úãòì äéäú àìù ìàøùé úãòî éøîâì

.ììëå ììë íúà úåøáçúäå úåëééù
 ùé äðçîä êåúî úåøéáò éìòá íéòùøä çåìéùá äðäå     
 úùøô ùøãîá åøîà øáë éøäù ,ìåãâ ñéë ïåøñç
 ,(ãë-áë) "éîò úà äåìú óñë íà" àø÷ä ìò íéèôùî

  âìâ
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 äñ÷ :çë÷ íù (7) â÷:çë÷ äøåøá äðùî (6) ä"öø ìàåîù øáã (5) .çì äèåñ 'îâ (4) çé:ãé øæòéìà õéö (3) ãë:çë÷ ç"åà (2) à:çë÷ äëìä øåàéá (1)
    àé:áö÷ú íéøôà äèî (12) èî÷:çë÷ íééçä óë (11) ã:é:à äîìù úåëéìä (10) áé:æ øîåà òéáé ,àë:ã ç"åà äùî úåøâà (9) àò:çë÷ íù (8)

R' Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT"L (Chiddushei Harim) would say:
     "Why is the mitzvah to confess one's sin, mentioned in this parsha, where the Torah speaks about 
robbery? Because every sin has an element of robbery in it. Hashem gives a person life and strength, in 
order that he use these gifts to perform His will. If one takes these gifts and uses them to defy G-d, he is 
misusing and "stealing" the property of his Creator."

R' Sholom Ber of Lubavitch ZT"L (Alter Rebbe) would say:
     "No shailah is too small and no animal can be dismissed without being examined and scrutinized 
carefully. If one could only hear the animal begging me to proclaim her kosher, one would never say that 
the loss involved in proclaiming an animal treif is hardly worth my precious time."

R' Noach Weinberg Shlit"a would say:
     "Experience is all that matters. Age is of no importance unless you are a cheese!"

 õøå÷å ïîôåä úçôùîî - ì"öæ õøå÷ øèìà ìàåîù óñåé íäøáà 'ø åðéðéð÷æ úîùð éåìéòì
<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><> <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><> For  all inquiries and úåøòä, please call 845-821-6200 or E-mail:  TorahTavlin@yahoo.com



<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><> <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>

tells us that her name was ..... Hatzelalphonis! The Maharshal there writes,  ... ïåùîù ìù åîà úéðåôììöä"
"äòø çåø éðôî áåè àåäå - "Hatzelalphonis was the mother of Shimshon ... it is good (a name) against an 
evil spirit." The baby girl was indeed given the name Hatzelalphonis and she lived for many years after. ***

***
***

 ,"íåìù êì íùéå êéìà åéðô 'ä àùé .êðçéå êéìà åéðô 'ä
 éë íé÷åñôä úùåìùî ãçà ìëá íéùéâãîå íéøæåç íä

 .ä"á÷ä éãéá ïåúð åðéëøö ìë ÷åôéñ
 "ìàøùé éðá ìò éîù úà åîùå" àø÷ä ìù åèåùô åäæå    
 ùéà ìë ìù åçåîá ú"éùä ìù åîù úà íéùì ,øîåìë -
 íäå ùîî ìàøùé éðá ìò 'ä íù íùåé øùàë æàå ,ìàøùé
 äëøáì íééåàøå íéðëåî êëá åàöîé ,íáì ìà úàæ åáéùé

 ."íëøáà éðàå" - ÷åñôä êùîäá úçèáåîä

 êéøöù äðëääå .åîöòì ïéëî íãàù ìåáé÷ä éìë ìãåâá
 øå÷î àåä ä"á÷äù äòéãéä àéä åîöòì ïéëäì íãà ìë

 .åéúåìàùî àìîéå åéìò èéáî àåä æ"éòå äëøáä
 äøåú íòäì ãîìì àåä íéðäëä ãé÷ôúù òåãé äðäå     
 íòä úà ãîìì íéðäëä úà äøåúä äúåö ïëìå .äîëçå
 ÷øå êà àåáé íäéëøö ÷åôéñ ìëù ìåãâä ø÷éòä úà íâ
 ìò íéðäëä íéàìîî åæ íúîéùî úà àìéîî .'úé åúàî
 øàé .êøîùéå 'ä êëøáé" íøîåàá éë .íéðäëä úëøá éãé

÷ ïäëì ïúé øùà ùéà åéäé àì åéùã÷ úà ùéàå  
(é-ä) 'åâå äéäé àì

   What is the connection between the matnas 
kehunah - Priestly gifts, and the previous posukim 
in the same parsha that relate to ìæâ - theft?
     R' Azaryah Figo ZT"L, in his sefer Binah 
L'itim notes that although many people feel that 
the money that they save for themselves is truly 
their own, and the money they give to tzedakah - 
charity, does not belong to them anymore, the 
exact opposite is true. The money one gives for 
holy purposes -  to kohanim, talmidei chachomim, 
yeshivos and chessed organizations - is truly his 
property for eternity, while the money stashed 
away in one's vaults, and even more so, the money 
obtained through prohibited transactions, can be 
lost in an instant. The Torah therefore places the 
concept of matnas kehunah in the parsha of ìæâ to 
indicate that only the money given to Divinely-
designated causes can truly be called one’s own.
   There is a proof to this principle from the gemara 
(.àé àøúá àáá). When King Munbaz disbursed the 
funds in his treasury during a famine, his family 
complained that his ancestors had accumulated 
those treasures over a long period of time, and here 
he was quickly dissolving them. He answered, "My 
forbearers saved in a place where the money can be 
lost, while I am saving in a place where the merit 
lasts for eternity. My forefathers saved for others, 
while I am saving for myself." When someone 
gives tzedakah, the merit is everlasting and he is 
the true and sole owner of his investment.

(çé-ä) 'åëå 'ä éðôì äùàä úà ïäëä ãéîòäå
   The Sotah, the lady whose fidelity is in doubt, 
was 

is brought before the kohen and the Beis Din - 
High Court, not because it was necessary in a legal 
sense, but rather in order to frighten her into 
confessing. In her position, she is well aware of the 
fate that awaits her if she does not confess her sin. 
She knows how horrible a death will be her lot 
upon drinking the íéøîä íéî - bitter waters. Right 
then and there, she can spare herself this fate by 
fessing up to the truth. Why, then, does the Torah 
mandate going to such great lengths in an effort to 
convince her to confess? Wouldn't simple logic 
dictate that she would take any opportunity to 
spare herself such a horrible death?
     R' Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT"L reveals the true 
nature of a human being. After a person has 
committed a sin, the tendency is that he is loath to 
admit that he was wrong. A person will continue to 
sin rather than retreat and acknowledge his 
shortcomings. Thus, once this dishonorable woman 
has declared her innocence, she finds it unbearably 
difficult to go back from her stand, even if it means 
paying the ultimate price of death. This is what 
chazal tell us in the words "äøéáò úøøåâ äøéáò" - 
"Sin brings more sin in its wake."
     On the other hand, the person who can rise 
above his natural obstinacy and admit his failure, is 
able to extricate himself from the quagmire of sin 
in which he wallows. As the gemara (:áé úåëøá) 
states:  ìë ìò åì ïéìçåî äá ùééáúîå äøéáò äùåòä ìë"
"åéúåðåò - "One who sins and is ashamed of it, all 
his sins are forgiven." The person who is true to 
himself and Hashem, and has the strength and 
conviction to overcome his natural inclination to 
rationalize and marginalize his actions, that special 
individual is forgiven all of his sins. 

***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***
***

 
  àùð úùøô äøèôä (ãë-âé íéèôåù) 'åâå 'ä åäëøáéå øòðä ìãâéå ïåùîù åîù úà àø÷úå ïá äùàä ãìúå

     In the small Polish town of Ostrovitz, lived the great tzaddik, R' Meir Yechiel Halevi ZT"L, whose 
renown was widespread throughout Europe as a holy man, who denied himself from all pleasures of this 
world and fasted for over forty years continuously on behalf of the plight of the Jewish people.
     It happened once that a grief-stricken husband and wife traveled to Ostrovitz to discuss their 
devastating situation with the Rebbe and receive his blessings. She had given birth to a number of 
children, but within a few days of the birth of each one, the baby had succumbed to a mysterious illness 
and died. Not one of her children had managed to live beyond thirty days and the women was beside 
herself with grief. As they entered the home of R' Meir Yechiel, the woman sobbed hysterically and cried 
out, "I will not leave this house until the Rebbe blesses me with a child that will remain alive!" She was 
unconsolable, shrieking from the depths of her soul, as only a heart-broken yiddishe mother could.
     The Rebbe sat in his room and heard the piercing cries. With eyes closed tightly, he sat and sought a 
resolution for this poor couple's plight. Suddenly, a burst of divine intuition came over him, R' Meir 
Yechiel spoke. "I have a solution for your problem, but you must agree to the terms. If you want your 
next child to live and grow up, you must give the child - boy or girl - an appropriate name that is found in 
the parsha of the week that the baby is born in."
     The couple looked at the Rebbe quizzically. Of course, they nodded, expecting terms that would have 
been much more difficult to fulfill. A name from the weekly parsha? Was that all? Hopeful and relieved, 
the husband and wife left the home of the Rebbe and returned to their village.
     A bit less than a year later, in the week after the Yom Tov of Shavous, the wife gave birth to a child, a 
beautiful baby girl. Their joy was tempered and cautious, and remembering what the Ostrovitzer Rebbe 
had told them, they searched in the weekly parsha of Naso for a girl's name. However, there were none to 
be found. Immediately, the husband set out to the Rebbe's home once again to ask for advice. After 
explaining the situation to R' Meir Yechiel, the Rebbe said to him, "This is indeed a problem. Leave me 
alone for a while and I will try to come up with an appropriate name." The man stepped outside and 
waited anxiously. Soon, he was called back in. "You may not be happy with the name that I have found," 
explained R' Meir Yechiel, "but this is the only name that you can give your daughter if you want her to 
continue to live." The man nodded eagerly, wondering what name the Rebbe had come up with since he 
had searched over and over in the parsha and hadn't found anything.
     "In the haftorah of Parshas Naso, the mother of Shimshon is mentioned. The gemara (.àö àøúá àáá)  
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