
trh, tk lnn cr og cfru xux ,htru lcht kg vnjknk tm, hf
wufu lng lhekt wv hf ovn (t-f) .rt shngh ypanc lkn -

     t'vbv /jmub v,t vnjknk tm, ota jycun v,t esm ypan ,hag ot :h"ar
'obe,k hsfc ubhagnc ubt ohapapn ohnhv uktc 'kwwukt hnhk ubxbfb v,g vz
ukt ,uharp od /ohtcu ohanannv ihsv hnhc okugv iust hbpk sungk ohhutr ,uhvku
'ukt ohnhc ubhkg ,kyunv vsucgv kg ohznrc ohtkn ov ',ugucav uktc ohtrebv
/ihs ouhc ubust hbpk cmhh,vk hutr ift vhvha hsf 'vcua,k ostv ohrrugnv ohrcs

ubng dvb,nv 'vwwcev ka uh,usn ,t cu,fv rhfzn if od ubhbpka trenc 'vbvu     
vwwcev iht hf vghsh lu,n 'vcua,k rrug,vk ibuc,nk hutr itfnu 'vsnc vsn
uhbpk ohhumr ov ot 'ubhagnc ,snugu vhuk, ubh,jkmv htu ubh,jkmv kfu 'ir,uu
,snc ung dvb,vk vwwcev ,t kufhcf tuv jhrfn zt 'tk uwwj otc lt 'ihsc vfzb
,ukce t"f kche vbav ka vj,pc 'vrcgu vpkj vnhka vba /kwwr vaev ihsv
,ukcev uktc ubsng ift ot apbv iucaj lurgku ibuc,vk ubhkg kyun ,gfu ',ucuy
'kchea vn ohhe tka er tka jfuuhvk kufh g"t ostv euschaf ohngpk 'ubkcea
ztu 'vcua,k rrug,h lfc jfuuhu ibuc,haf ztu 'hbjurv ucmnc vshrh od uk v,hv tkt

 /ohca kcenu 'tuv sxj .pj vwwcev hf 'u,cua, ,t kceh vwwcev hf vfzh
epx tkku 'vpue,v vzc ugrta ,ubuxt vnfu vnf kg ubt ohgnua vba ;ux hshn     
ihtu 'ihhs ,htu ihs ,ht hf ubrhfzvk hsf 'inzv vzc vbuhkgv vjdavc ohtc vnva
vnv ov hn lt 'ohcuy ohagnku vcua,k inzv vzc rrug,vk ubhkgu 'repv okugv
thmuvk hkut ohkufh og iunvv ukhtu !vagn habtu ohehsm ?vz kfn ohrrug,nv

 /ovhagnc ,ub,av oua ovc rfhb tk kct 'ovhpn vjbv
vregb vnhka vjpan 'tuabn vae vhsdry vpue,v vzc vgrt ohba vnf hbpk     
'uzf vae vhsdry v,hv tk ouh u,ut sgu vtrubv vnjknv hnhna hk vnsb 'okugvn
'.rtca ohcuahv ,jtc o,ca ,t ,ucak ubuuf ohkaurhn vnhka vjpanaf vz vhv
kkuf ovhtmtm kfu otu ct 'vdrvb vnhka vjpanu cfrv lpv,v o,ghxb hsf lu,u
urrug,ba ukt uhvu 'sjtu sjt kf hbp kg vnuahr ,t v,ag uz vhsdry 'vtuab ,c

 /okdrvk uca okufu 'rcsv jf,ab vrme vpue, lu, lt 'vzn
'ann ,uapb ,bfxc u,ut shngvu 'vh,u,ut uc vb,b ift uz vghsha sjt vhv lt     

 gnaafkkkkwwwwwwwwmmmmzzzz    hhhhrrrruuuunnnn    hhhhccccttttvtr hf 'vkusd vtrhc rrug,b shn 'uz vhsdry ,usut nwwfv 
sg vagnv vzn srj vhv lf kf 'vcua,k ub,ut ,gcu,v vbuhkg vjdav vz vagnc
ohasuen uhv uh,u,g kfa vz ehsm /ann ,uapb ,bfxc iu,b vhvu 'uckc veka
;t kg 'iunvv kmt ukhtu 'vcua,k u,ut ohgcu, hf ahdrva vz tuv ',wwhav ,sucgk

 /cr inzk vh,u,ut vc vb,b vnuahr hf utr tk ,tz kfn o,ut shrjv uz tscuga
ub,ut rrugn ubh,cuyc .pjv vwwcev ',uajk ,g ubht inzv vz hf ,gsk ubhkg     
,tz kfc 'usdb guapk ubhcrva ;tu 'ubhsh,g huk, vcua,ca tuv gsuh hf 'vcua,k
,uhvku inzv vz ,t .hnjvk ubk ruxtu 'vcua,k ub,ut rrugnu ubhkg tuv ojrn

/uk ohb,uba vn sctn ,bhjcc

lhbpn tuck vsav .g ostv hf ,urf, tk u,utu kft, ubnn hf
 wudu rumnc(yh-f)vsav .gk ostv iuhns ihhbgc - 

t     tna 'wtnkhsw iuakc anan whfw hrv - vsav .g ostv hf" 'h"ar
vk vsav .g ostvhabtf tnmu cgr hruxhhc rxhh,vk lhbpn rumnv lu,c xbfh

vrun 'vsav .gk ostv ,t cu,fv vnhsa vn omg 'vbvu /"ub,hja, vnk 'rhgv
 f"fu 'uhkt vnus tuv iftawwwwkkkkttttrrrraaaahhhh    jjjjmmmmbbbbwwww    uuuurrrrppppxxxxcccc    kkkk""""rrrrvvvvnnnnvvvv,ntc hf v"s wz erp) 

tc hf" '(wufutuva er 'wvsav .g ostv hfw ch,fs 'wvsav .gw treb ostv ,n
uara ostv ukhtu '(ubnn u,uhju) .rtc gue, vynk uarua .gv hf 'lupv ikht
ov ohhshvu 'ohnav in thvu 'uka arua thv vnabv hf '(vnan u,uhju) vkgnk

/"wufu ikhtv rehg tuv upudu 'ohpbg kg ohpbg ov ohhkdrv 'ikhtv hpbg
 urpxc c,f ifu         wwww,,,,uuuussssddddtttt    hhhhaaaauuuusssshhhhjjjjwwwwrcfu v"s /c"m ihrsvbx ,fxn hahka ekj)

ka ouenv unf ostv ka ouenv ihta 'rjt ouenc ubrtc rcfu" '(wufu ubrtc
kct 'hnad ouen tuv onuen ohhnadv ohrcsv rta kf hf 'hnad rcs rta
tuva er wufu wvsav .gw ostv treb hf 'rjt ouenc ubrtcu 'lf ubht ostv
tuv atrv hf 'vzv .gv arua tuv uatr 'hrndk .gk vnus ostv hf 'lupv .g
ova ohpbgv unf ov 'uhkdr ifu lkhtu lkht ohyap,n ov rat uhshu 'u,kj,v
oau .rtc uarua ikhtv hf hbpn 'lupv ikht tuv vbvu '.gv in ohyap,n

/"wufu vkgnk unuen hf 'ohnav kt vbup uara ostv kct 'unuen
thv vnabv hf 'vkgnk uarawa 'znrb wvsav .g ostvwa vnca 'ubhhvu      
wv ,rnan runak" hsf vzv okugk vynk vjkabu 'wohnav in thvu uka arua
ohnhv .eku 'u,ujhka ,uagk h,kuz uhbhg jeph tku 'uh,umnu uh,ueuju u,ru,u
scgf 'uatr kg okug ,jnau 'vbrc tuchu cuah 'vbuntc u,ujhka vag ot
ucua sg u,ujhka rcs kg h,kuz ucku uhbhg ihta 'ohv rcgk lknv ujka rat
"wlhjkuak ,nt ohrnt chavkw oukav uhkg lknv vnka rnt ifu 'uhbust kt

)vvvvbbbbuuuuhhhh    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrrkkkk    wwwwvvvvccccuuuuaaaa,,,,    hhhhrrrrggggaaaawwww/(t"f ,ut wc rga 
v c,f vz lrs kgu      wwww,,,,nnnntttt    ,,,,ppppaaaawwwwoac (wufu arsnc v"s t"kr, jka ,arp) 

 ucxoooo""""hhhhrrrrvvvv    hhhhaaaauuuusssshhhhjjjjvvvvhbpk chcj lk ihtaw (wt z"y vcr rcsnc) arsnv hrcs kg '
hf" 'wu,ujhkac jhkmha hsf uapb i,ubu vumn ,uagk jk,ana jhkaf v"cev
'lrc,h ubumr ,uagk hsf vzv okugk jk,aba 'utruc ,uumn ohhenv ost od
ubkuf hf" '(wufu arsnc v"s c"kr, oa) c,f ifu '"htsuuc wvumn jhkaw treb
'"uh,uumn ohhek hsf vzv okugk lrc,h oav hsh kg ubjk,aba 'wvumn hjukaw
aurhp" 'wufu uapb i,ubuw ,buuf rtck (wufu chcj arsnc v"s z"kr, oa) ;hxuvu
,hatrc h"ar wg] wiumrw iuakn tuv wapbwa) ,ubumrv kf kycna 'wuapb i,ubuw
(ws wc) ,uct ,fxnc t,hta unfu 'lrc,h trucv iumr ,uagk tcaf ([wj d"f

/"wufu wubumr hbpn lbumr kycw
'ostv ka uz ,ujhka ,usut vc znrba uz varpa 'oht,n vz vnf 'f"tu     

/uz ,ujhka ouhe kt ruzjk rrug,vk uhkg uca wkukt asujw ,khj,c ,treb

R’ Moshe Alshich ZT”L would say:

     “‘It will be told to you, and you will hear. Then you shall investigate well, and behold, it is true.’ It seems obvious

that if a person is told something, he will hear it with his ears. Why does the posuk say, ‘It will be told to you, and you

will hear?’ The answer is that the Torah wants to tell us by allusion that if someone hears forbidden words with his ears

- Lashon Hara that someone has sinned, slander, or other such things - he should not be quick to accept these things as

true. He should properly investigate the matter until he hears it again, at which point he can take a decision according to

the truth of the Torah. The Torah alludes to this by saying, ‘It will be told to you.’ That is, once you have been told the

first time, you must investigate the second time, in order to fulfill ‘and you will hear.’”
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vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic rykt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk lynp: We are commanded to be “Tamim” - “Perfect” with

Hashem. What does this mean? Only Hashem can be

“Perfect”! Rather, it means we should be wholehearted and

sincere in our service to Hashem. We must refrain from

iniquitous behavior, like fortune-telling and idol-worship,   

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"vyhnav rcs vzu" - Selected Halachos of Shmittah (10)

Shmittas Kesafim: Lending Money (cont.). The words the
Torah uses to describe the type of loan for Shmittah cancellation
are,  rat"vah"uvgrc  (1). This refers to a loan where one receives
money or a physical item that he can use up completely and
return a similar item of equal value, e.g. a piece of bread or roll.
However, if one borrows a book or a tool, and he is expected to
return the exact same item to its owner, this is called "vkta" and
the obligation to return is not affected by Shmittah.
Store Credit, Wages, Damages. Only that which is owed due
to a loan is subject to Shmittah cancellation. If one owes store
credit, wages, damages etc. where what is owed did not come
about through a loan, Shmittah will not cancel it (2). However, it

is recommended that even people who have this kind of debt
owed to them, should still make a Pruzbul. This is because of a
deep Talmudic concept called "vuknc uhkg ;ez" (3) - it became
converted into a loan. This means that if certain steps are taken
to start collection, the status of the debt can be termed as a loan
and thus subject to Shmittah laws. The Poskim debate exactly
when this happens. Some say it happens by making a sum total
of how much is due as a request for payment, while others say it
happens when one gives a deadline when he wants payment (4).
    

which, in today’s day and age, is known as “ideal-worship”

- when people blindly follow misguided ideals and wind up

far from the path of Torah. If we wish to be “Tamim” - we

must recognize that only Hashem is perfect, and it is our

duty to serve Him in the best way we possibly can.

`"hily cltyxid jexa x"den z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

Due Payment. Shmittah will only cancel a debt that is due
before the end of the year. If payment has been set for after Rosh

Hashana of the eighth year (currently 5776), the debt remains in
place (5). This halacha could be used in the following
problematic case. If one owes money to a non-observant Jew
who will not  make a Pruzbul and will still demand payment, he
might be causing him to sin by paying. What could he do to get
out of this dilemma? If he could ask for and receive an extension
of the loan till after Rosh Hashana, he will have solved the
problem according to the above mentioned halacha. 

Banks, Uncashed Checks. There are other reasons why every
person should make a Pruzbul, even if they don’t think anybody
owes them money. One reason is that most people have bank

accounts and any money that one has in a bank is halachically
considered a loan (6). Also, if somebody has an uncashed check, it
doesn’t count like he has been paid, but rather it’s just an
instruction to the bank to pay the one who has the check, and it is
thus an unpaid debt subject to Shmittah (7).
Ladies. If a wife has any independent financial entity that might
be owed money, she should make her own Pruzbul. If she cannot
come to a Beis Din, she can make another person a shaliach

(messenger) to do it for her, as will be explained IY”H.

R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz ZT”L (Kli Yakar) would say: 

    “  kg u,caf vhvuwtxfwu,fknn  - ‘When he sits upon the throne of his kingdom.’ Rashi explains: ‘If he (the king) fulfills

this, then he is worthy of his kingdom enduring.’ The reason for having a king in Klal Yisroel is that a Jewish monarch

casts fear upon the people by acting as he should. The Torah commands, ‘You shall surely set over yourself a king,’ so

that his fear will be upon you, so that he rules over you, and so that people fear him. Appointing a good king is

desirable, and even a positive Torah precept. This is alluded to in the term wtxfw (throne), which is formed by the first

letters of wfw;x  (money), wxwouh  (completion of a tractate, referring to Torah study), and wtwva  (woman).”

A Wise Man would say:

     “You cannot help people permanently by doing for them, what they could and should do for themselves.”                                   



    The Torah teaches us that bribery and flattery blind the eyes of even the wisest of men - so you can just imagine how it
affects all the rest of us who are not so wise! It is clear from here that regardless of how smart, how intuitive or intelligent
any mortal human is, once he is biased he will not be able to see the truth! The Chofetz Chaim ZT”L derives a deeper
meaning to this posuk. He explains that there is no greater bias than every person’s desire to see himself in a positive light!
We never want to see any faults in ourselves. Our own minds can literally “bribe us” to believe that we are perfect and have
nothing to fix. It is amazing that when we see annoying traits in others that we ourselves have, somehow it is less than
perfect - by them - not by us! For example, we may see ourselves as IDEALISTIC while others are UNREALISTIC. We
see ourselves as open and honest, while others who say the same exact things are “tactless.” We might see ourselves as
spiritual and lofty while others are “not with the program” or have their “heads in the clouds”! It is astounding when we
realize how much our yetzer hara can blind us and prevent us from seeing ourselves as we really are. 
     This famous posuk is actually referring to a judge and there is no better time to truly “judge” ourselves than in the month
of Elul. NOW is the time that we must introspect and judge our actions, words and even thoughts! But how can we be truly
honest with ourselves if we are blinded by our own prejudices? Rabbi Zelig Pliskin Shlit’a gives us some practical advice.
He says that we must make every effort to view ourselves as if we are reviewing the life of a total stranger, a person about
whom we are totally objective. We must make every effort to see ourselves as we are, with all our faults and limitations. Don’t
be afraid to see who you really are - it is the only way you can truly grow spiritually and improve your character.
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    The three exemptions that a Jewish soldier is permitted to exempt himself from battle are: One who built a new house and
didn’t live in it yet; one who planted a vineyard and hadn’t redeemed it yet; one who  just got engaged but hadn’t married yet.

By all three it states: “Lest he die in battle and another man will live there/redeem it/marry her.” Rashi explains the reason for
the first two exemptions: “This would be a source of grief (apb ,ndg).” For the third exemption, however, Rashi gives a
different reason: “For if he does not obey the kohen, he deserves to die.” Why the change? Is this not apb ,ndg for him as well? 
     My machshava here is follows: The halacha is that in each of these three situation, if the man decides that he doesn’t want
to use his exemption and wishes to go to battle anyway, saying, “I don’t care if I lose my house or vineyard,” he may do so, for
this will only cause him apb ,ndg, as Rashi says. However, when it comes to marriage - in this case engagement and “Shana
Rishona” - and the feelings of a spouse, his decision to risk his life does not only affect him - it affects his future wife as
well! In such a case, he is not allowed to take on this trnuj (stringency), for this is "ihsf tka". Therefore, Rashi tells us that
one who does this, ",unha tuv htsf" - he deserves to die! A chumra is beautiful if it only affects you and not your wife. 
     R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT”L lived in terrible poverty. He once found a valuable gold coin in the street which could
support him and his wife comfortably for quite some time. The coin was lost by a non-Jew and halachically he wasn’t required
to return it. When a person suggested to the Rav  that it would be a great Kiddush Hashem to return the coin, R’ Chaim replied,
“True. However, I have a starving wife and children and I cannot do a wvumn rushvw on other people’s shoulders!” A hiddur must
be done with the right sense of priorities, if it doesn’t affect others. May our relationships always be like “Shana Rishona.”

 /// oehsm hrcs ;kxhu ohnfj hbhg rugh sjav hf(yh-zy)

Adapted from “Rebbetzin Kanievsky: A

Legendary Mother to all.” Artscroll Pub. 

wudu ohrmn .rtn lkgnv lng lhekt wv hf ovn trh, tk lnn cr og cfru xux ,htru lcht kg vnjknk tm, hf(t-f) 
     When R’ Shmuel Grossbard ZT”L, father of one of the Mashgichim in Ponevezh Yeshivah, passed away, his
children were surprised when R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a came to fulfill the mitzvah of nichum aveilim (consoling a
mourner) and were even more surprised by what he told them shortly after he arrived. 
     After sitting down, R’ Chaim said, “I have hakaras hatov (gratitude) for your father, who was my commander in the
army and helped me a lot!” Those present were surprised by what he said. R’ Chaim Kanievsky -  in the army? 
     “We never heard this before about our father or about the Rav!” replied one of the mourners. 
     R’ Chaim told them the story. “It was during the War of Independence (1948), when we were learning in the Lomza
Yeshivah in Petach Tikvah. The war started, and everyone was drafted into the army, with no exceptions. Of course, we
knew nothing in advance. The first we knew about this was when a large bus pulled up outside the yeshivah and we were
told that everybody had to get in and go protect the country. Because none of us even knew how to hold a gun, they gave
us sticks and stones and assigned us to guard a large hill. I remember that everyone was very scared. One boy hid in a
bathroom in the yeshivah and avoided joining the army. But I went with the other bochurim, together with my roommate,
R’ Moshe Soloveitchik ZT”L. He was sitting beside me the whole time, saying Tehillim and crying. 
     “Your father, Rabbi Grossbard, was appointed commander because he was the oldest in the group. Because he was
commander, he was given the largest stick. When we reached the hill, I asked him what we should do. He told me, ‘You
should go up to the top of the hill and sit and learn where they can’t see you. But just in case, you should take a stick and
two stones so if any Arabs from the nearby hostile village of Yaffo come, you can scare them away.’
     “We sat there for a long time, on that hill, and after we left the place we were told that some residents of Yaffo had
actually shot live gunfire near the place where we stood.” 
     When he finished relating this story, R’ Chaim said, “Out of gratitude for then, I have come to console you now.” 
     The story of R’ Chaim’s army service became the talk of town and many people wanted to know more about it. R’
Aharon Leib Steinman ZT”L provided a bit more context. He told his (and R’ Chaim’s) grandson, Gedaliah Honigsberg,
that after the founding of the State of Israel, all yeshivah students were required to appear before the Lishkat HaGiyus
(Conscription Office). Bochurim who were fit to serve in the army were given an opportunity to continue their Torah studies
and annually defer their enlistment, based on the agreement worked out between the Chazon Ish and Israel’s first prime
minister, David Ben-Gurion. Those who were deemed unfit for service were given a permanent discharge by the army. 
    Even R’ Chaim Kanievsky was required to appear. When it was R’ Chaim’s turn to be interviewed, the screener asked
him, “Which yeshivah do you attend?”
    “Lomza Yeshivah in Petach Tikvah,” the young man replied. 
     “On which street is this yeshivah located?” R’ Chaim thought for a moment and then replied that he wasn’t sure of the
address or the name of the street. The screener was surprised. “Well then, which intersection is it near?” R’ Chaim replied
that he didn’t know any of the street names, “but I know how to get there from Bnei Brak by public transportation.” 
     The screener pressed R’ Chaim several times, insisting that since he had been studying in the yeshivah for a number of
years, he had to know the name of the street it was on! Over and over again, the young bochur and future Gadol Hador
sincerely replied that he had no idea. After several more questions and answers like these, R’ Chaim was issued a
permanent discharge from the army. Apparently, the IDF did not feel he would be an asset to the army. 
     R’ Aharon Leib told Gedaliah that the army screeners were accustomed to bochurim concocting a variety of stories to
obtain a permanent discharge. Therefore, they employed trained professionals to ascertain if the person being interviewed
was being truthful. But they probably never encountered answers as confounding as those given by R’ Chaim Kanievsky!

cahu lkh ufbj tku asj ,hc vbc rat ahtv hn
       ubfbjh rjt ahtu vnjknc ,unh ip u,hck (v-f)

    

wudu hju vktv ohrgv ,jt kt xubh tuv v-yh)(
     “He shall flee to one of these cities and he shall live

there.” This posuk contains the law regarding a person who
accidentally kills someone, and must be exiled to a city of
refuge. The Rambam rules (t-z apbv ,rhnau jmur wkv) that
for a student who is exiled to a city of refuge, his teacher is
sent into exile with him. This is because the posuk says
“and he shall live,” meaning that he must be provided with
all that he needs to live, and for those who seek wisdom,
life without Torah is regarded as death.
     R’ Yehudah Leib Chasman ZT”L (Ohr Yahel) states:
Here we have a new principle concerning levels of spirit-
uality. Although a student can suitably study Torah in his
place of exile without a teacher, he is still considered to be
deficient, missing an essential part of his life because he lacks
the benefit of studying with his teacher. The idea here is that
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spiritual success is not like material success. Spirituality is
not measured in terms of quantity, but rather in terms of
quality. This quality is similar in nature to the World to

Come, which is infinite, and something that is infinite
cannot be divided into tiny pieces, for each part would itself
be infinite. For this reason, the gap between one spiritual
level and the next is like the gap between life and death. 
     We often tend to reduce spiritual values to a number. This
tendency can manifest itself by a reluctance to use our spare
time for spiritual pursuits, or by a preconceived notion that
we cannot study everything (be it the entire Talmud, an entire
order, or an entire tractate). Similarly, when we are finishing
a prayer and we realize that we have not been focusing on it,
we often fail to try and concentrate at the end. All this stems
from the fact that we tend to quantify spiritual values. It is
important to recognize that there are things that are so
important, like Torah and Tefillah, they cannot be quantified.

 FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF 
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

lyn: A chassidish yid from Boro Park hired an Italian to

paint his home. When the non-Jew came by to view the

interior, the chasid told him,  “I’ll pay you well but all I ask is

one thing: I want this job to be one hundred percent perfect!”

    The non-Jew just stared at him for a minute before

answering back. “Now I know that you are not a real rabbi!”

    “What?” the chasid choked out, “What do you mean?”

    The Italian took out his wallet and produced a picture of

the Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shloime Halberstam ZT”L.

Looking him straight in the eye, the Italian declared, “I was

kergk

in Rabbi Halberstam’s house to do his painting and you

know what the Rabbi told me? He thanked me for my hard

work and then asked me NOT to do a perfect job on his

home. He said that many years ago you had a Temple and it

was G-d’s house, and now that Temple is destroyed and the

Jews had to leave their Land. He said, ‘If G-d still doesn’t

have a House, then how can my own house be complete or

perfect?’ So he told me not to make his own house perfect!”

    “But you want me to make your house very perfect, even

though you have no Temple. So you’re not a real rabbi!”


