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S We are commanded to be “Tamim” - “Perfect” with
Hashem. What does this mean? Only Hashem can be
“Perfect”’! Rather, it means we should be wholehearted and

which, in today’s day and age, is known as “ideal-worship”
- when people blindly follow misguided ideals and wind up
far from the path of Torah. If we wish to be “Tamim” - we
sincere in our service to Hashem. We must refrain from must recognize that only Hashem is perfect, and it is our
iniquitous behavior, like fortune-telling and idol-wors‘ 'ip, duty to se;rve Him in the best way we possibly can.
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"noMmwn 921 MY - Selected Halachos of Shmittah (10) Due Pavment. Shmittah will only cancel a debt that is due
Shmittas Kesafim: Lending Money (cont.). The words the before the end of the year. If payment has been set for after Rosh
Torah uses to describe the type of loan for Shmittah cancellation =~ Hashana of the eighth year (currently 5776), the debt remains in
are, "Ny v WK’ (1). This refers to a loan where one receives place ). This halacha could be used in the following
money or a physical item that he can use up completely and problematic case. If one owes money to a non-observant Jew
return a similar item of equal value, e.g. a piece of bread or roll.  who will not make a Pruzbul and will still demand payment, he
However, if one borrows a book or a tool, and he is expected to  might be causing him to sin by paying. What could he do to get
return the exact same item to its owner, this is called "non¢” and  out of this dilemma? If he could ask for and receive an extension
the obligation to return is not affected by Shmittah. of the loan till after Rosh Hashana, he will have solved the
Store Credit, Wages, Damages. Only that which is owed due problem according to the above mentioned halacha.
to a loan is subject to Shmittah cancellation. If one owes store  Banks, Uncashed Checks. There are other reasons why every
credit, wages, damages etc. where what is owed did not come person should make a Pruzbul, even if they don’t think anybody
about through a loan, Shmittah will not cancel it 2. However, it owes them money. One reason is that most people have bank
is recommended that even people who have this kind of debt accounts and any money that one has in a bank is halachically
owed to them, should still make a Pruzbul. This is because of a  considered a loan ). Also, if somebody has an uncashed check, it
deep Talmudic concept called "mdma Yoy 9" 3) - it became doesn’t count like he has been paid, but rather it’s just an
converted into a loan. This means that if certain steps are taken instruction to the bank to pay the one who has the check, and it is
to start collection, the status of the debt can be termed as a loan  thus an unpaid debt subject to Shmittah (7).
and thus subject to Shmittah laws. The Poskim debate exactly ~Ladies. If a wife has any independent financial entity that might
when this happens. Some say it happens by making a sum total be owed money, she should make her own Pruzbul. If she cannot
of how much is due as a request for payment, while others say it come to a Beis Din, she can make another person a shaliach
happens when one gives a deadline when he wants payment«.  (messenger) to do it for her, as will be explained IY”’H.

5 ‘a’ﬁﬂ\ 3> n»n &\ - 0P NOP N22 (3) 10,7230 VIVN JWIN (2) 290 B4 (1)
R’ Moshe Alshich ZT”’L would say: ses V= VS T’( j—f :'\'lﬂ

1P NY YINN MYN (6) 230 NN (5) P30 NN N'HDI (4)
TP 0y OV (7)

““It will be told to you, and you will hear. Then you shall investigate well, and behold, it is true.’ It seems obvious
that if a person is told something, he will hear it with his ears. Why does the posuk say, ‘It will be told to you, and you
will hear?’ The answer is that the Torah wants to tell us by allusion that if someone hears forbidden words with his ears
- Lashon Hara that someone has sinned, slander, or other such things - he should not be quick to accept these things as
true. He should properly investigate the matter until he hears it again, at which point he can take a decision according to
the truth of the Torah. The Torah alludes to this by saying, ‘It will be told to you.” That is, once you have been told the
first time, you must investigate the second time, in order to fulfill ‘and you will hear.”

R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz ZT”’L (Kli Yakar) would say:

“N590N O DY MWD Y - “When he sits upon the throne of his kingdom.’ Rashi explains: ‘If he (the king) fulfills
this, then he is worthy of his kingdom enduring.’ The reason for having a king in Klal Yisroel is that a Jewish monarch
casts fear upon the people by acting as he should. The Torah commands, ‘You shall surely set over yourself a king,” so
that his fear will be upon you, so that he rules over you, and so that people fear him. Appointing a good king is
desirable, and even a positive Torah precept. This is alluded to in the term 'N©>' (throne), which is formed by the first
letters of '905' (money), 'O»Y’ (completion of a tractate, referring to Torah study), and 'NnwN' (woman).”

A Wise Man would say:
“You cannot help people permanently by doing for them, what they could and should do for themselves.”
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hen R’ Shmuel Grossbard ZT”L, father of one of the Mashgichim in Ponevezh Yeshivah, passed away, his
children were surprised when R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlit’a came to fulfill the mirzvah of nichum aveilim (consoling a
mourner) and were even more surprised by what he told them shortly after he arrived.

After sitting down, R’ Chaim said, “I have hakaras hatov (gratitude) for your father, who was my commander in the
army and helped me a lot!” Those present were surprised by what he said. R” Chaim Kanievsky - in the army?

“We never heard this before about our father or about the Rav!” replied one of the mourners.

R’ Chaim told them the story. “It was during the War of Independence (1948), when we were learning in the Lomza
Yeshivah in Petach Tikvah. The war started, and everyone was drafted into the army, with no exceptions. Of course, we
knew nothing in advance. The first we knew about this was when a large bus pulled up outside the yeshivah and we were
told that everybody had to get in and go protect the country. Because none of us even knew how to hold a gun, they gave
us sticks and stones and assigned us to guard a large hill. I remember that everyone was very scared. One boy hid in a
bathroom in the yeshivah and avoided joining the army. But I went with the other bochurim, together with my roommate,
R’ Moshe Soloveitchik ZT”’L. He was sitting beside me the whole time, saying Tehillim and crying.

“Your father, Rabbi Grossbard, was appointed commander because he was the oldest in the group. Because he was
commander, he was given the largest stick. When we reached the hill, I asked him what we should do. He told me, ‘You
should go up to the top of the hill and sit and learn where they can’t see you. But just in case, you should take a stick and
two stones so if any Arabs from the nearby hostile village of Yaffo come, you can scare them away.’

“We sat there for a long time, on that hill, and after we left the place we were told that some residents of Yaffo had
actually shot live gunfire near the place where we stood.”

When he finished relating this story, R’ Chaim said, ““Out of gratitude for then, I have come to console you now.”

The story of R’ Chaim’s army service became the talk of town and many people wanted to know more about it. R’
Aharon Leib Steinman ZT”’L provided a bit more context. He told his (and R’ Chaim’s) grandson, Gedaliah Honigsberg,
that after the founding of the State of Israel, all yeshivah students were required to appear before the Lishkat HaGiyus
(Conscription Office). Bochurim who were fit to serve in the army were given an opportunity to continue their Torah studies
and annually defer their enlistment, based on the agreement worked out between the Chazon Ish and Israel’s first prime
minister, David Ben-Gurion. Those who were deemed unfit for service were given a permanent discharge by the army.

Even R’ Chaim Kanievsky was required to appear. When it was R’ Chaim’s turn to be interviewed, the screener asked
him, “Which yeshivah do you attend?”
“Lomza Yeshivah in Petach Tikvah,” the young man replied.

“On which street is this yeshivah located?”” R’ Chaim thought for a moment and then replied that he wasn’t sure of the
address or the name of the street. The screener was surprised. “Well then, which intersection is it near?”” R> Chaim replied
that he didn’t know any of the street names, “but I know how to get there from Bnei Brak by public transportation.”

The screener pressed R’ Chaim several times, insisting that since he had been studying in the yeshivah for a number of
years, he had to know the name of the street it was on! Over and over again, the young bochur and future Gadol Hador
sincerely replied that he had no idea. After several more questions and answers like these, R’ Chaim was issued a
permanent discharge from the army. Apparently, the IDF did not feel he would be an asset to the army.

R’ Aharon Leib told Gedaliah that the army screeners were accustomed to bochurim concocting a variety of stories to
obtain a permanent discharge. Therefore, they employed trained professionals to ascertain if the person being interviewed
was being truthful. But they probably never encountered answers as copfounding as those given by R’ Chaim Kanievsky!

. Ed . .
- A hrg _ﬂw—:‘r—-r d v—rD_ _b‘:, Adapted from “Rebbetzin Kanievsky: A
[ tﬁ.’@/’J v = TN ;:DJ = :"J;D Legendary Mother to all.” Artscroll Pub.
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Swin: A chassidish vid from Boro Park hired an Italian to
paint his home. When the non-Jew came by to view the
interior, the chasid told him, “T’ll pay you well but all I ask is
one thing: I want this job to be one hundred percent perfect!”
The non-Jew just stared at him for a minute before
answering back. “Now I know that you are not a real rabbi!”
“What?” the chasid choked out, “What do you mean?”
The Italian took out his wallet and produced a picture of
the Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shloime Halberstam ZT”L.
Looking him straight in the eye, the Italian declared, “I was

in Rabbi Halberstam’s house to do his painting and you
know what the Rabbi told me? He thanked me for my hard
work and then asked me NOT to do a perfect job on his
home. He said that many years ago you had a Temple and it
was G-d’s house, and now that Temple is destroyed and the
Jews had to leave their Land. He said, ‘If G-d still doesn’t
have a House, then how can my own house be complete or
perfect?’ So he told me not to make his own house perfect!”
“But you want me to make your house very perfect, even
though you have no Temple. So you’re not a real rabbi!”
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The three exemptions that a Jewish soldier is permitted to exempt himself from battle are: One who built a new house and
didn’t live in it yet; one who planted a vineyard and hadn’t redeemed it yet; one who just got engaged but hadn’t married yet.
By all three it states: “Lest he die in battle and another man will live there/redeem it/marry her.” Rashi explains the reason for
the first two exemptions: “This would be a source of grief (¢ nyy).” For the third exemption, however, Rashi gives a
different reason: “For if he does not obey the kohen, he deserves to die.” Why the change? Is this not w9 7y for him as well?

My machshava here is follows: The halacha is that in each of these three situation, if the man decides that he doesn’t want
to use his exemption and wishes to go to battle anyway, saying, “I don’t care if I lose my house or vineyard,” he may do so, for
this will only cause him vy )y, as Rashi says. However, when it comes to marriage - in this case engagement and “Shana
Rishona” - and the feelings of a spouse, his decision to risk his life does not only affect him - it affects his future wife as
well! In such a case, he is not allowed to take on this XN (stringency), for this is "p75 Xow". Therefore, Rashi tells us that
one who does this, "mmw NN XTI - he deserves to die! A chumra is beautiful if it only affects you and not your wife.

R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT”’L lived in terrible poverty. He once found a valuable gold coin in the street which could
support him and his wife comfortably for quite some time. The coin was lost by a non-Jew and halachically he wasn’t required
to return it. When a person suggested to the Rav that it would be a great Kiddush Hashem to return the coin, R” Chaim replied,
“True. However, I have a starving wife and children and I cannot do a 'mn <11’ on other people’s shoulders!” A hiddur must
be done with the right sense of priorities, if it doesn’t affect others. May our relationships always be like “Shana Rishona.”
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spiritual success is not like material success. Spirituality is
not measured in terms of quantity, but rather in terms of

“He shall flee to one of these cities and he shall live
there.” This posuk contains the law regarding a person who
accidentally kills someone, and must be exiled to a city of
refuge. The Rambam rules (X-t w20 nPHWY N¥Y ON) that
for a student who is exiled to a city of refuge, his teacher is
sent into exile with him. This is because the posuk says
“and he shall live,” meaning that he must be provided with
all that he needs to live, and for those who seek wisdom,
life without Torah is regarded as death.

R’ Yehudah Leib Chasman ZT”’L (Ohr Yahel) states:
Here we have a new principle concerning levels of spirit-
uality. Although a student can suitably study Torah in his
place of exile without a teacher, he is still considered to be
deficient, missing an essential part of his life because he lacks
the benefit of studying with his teacher. The idea here is that

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF ... MJ2ON10N

The Torah teaches us that bribery and flattery blind the eyes of even t
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quality. This quality is similar in nature to the World to
Come, which is infinite, and something that is infinite
cannot be divided into tiny pieces, for each part would itself
be infinite. For this reason, the gap between one spiritual
level and the next is like the gap between life and death.

We often tend to reduce spiritual values to a number. This
tendency can manifest itself by a reluctance to use our spare
time for spiritual pursuits, or by a preconceived notion that
we cannot study everything (be it the entire Talmud, an entire
order, or an entire tractate). Similarly, when we are finishing
a prayer and we realize that we have not been focusing on it,
we often fail to try and concentrate at the end. All this stems
from the fact that we tend to quantify spiritual values. It is
important to recognize that there are things that are so
important, like Torah and Tefillah, they cannot be quantified.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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e wisest of men - so you can just imagine how it

affects all the rest of us who are not so wise! It is clear from here that regardless of how smart, how intuitive or intelligent
any mortal human is, once he is biased he will not be able to see the truth! The Chofetz Chaim ZT”’L derives a deeper
meaning to this posuk. He explains that there is no greater bias than every person’s desire to see himself in a positive light!
We never want to see any faults in ourselves. Our own minds can literally “bribe us” to believe that we are perfect and have
nothing to fix. It is amazing that when we see annoying traits in others that we ourselves have, somehow it is less than
perfect - by them - not by us! For example, we may see ourselves as IDEALISTIC while others are UNREALISTIC. We
see ourselves as open and honest, while others who say the same exact things are “tactless.” We might see ourselves as
spiritual and lofty while others are “not with the program” or have their “heads in the clouds”! It is astounding when we
realize how much our yetzer hara can blind us and prevent us from seeing ourselves as we really are.

This famous posuk is actually referring to a judge and there is no better time to truly “judge” ourselves than in the month
of Elul. NOW is the time that we must introspect and judge our actions, words and even thoughts! But how can we be truly
honest with ourselves if we are blinded by our own prejudices? Rabbi Zelig Pliskin Shlit’a gives us some practical advice.
He says that we must make every effort to view ourselves as if we are reviewing the life of a total stranger, a person about
whom we are totally objective. We must make every effort to see ourselves as we are, with all our faults and limitations. Don’t
be afraid to see who you really are - it is the only way you can truly grow spiritually and improve your character.




