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The Torah is solicitous about the poor man, enabling him to also attain
full forgiveness for his sins. Thus, if he cannot afford to bring a proper
NNVN J29P - Sin offering, such as in the form of a sheep or two turtledoves,
he may bring the offering of the "poorest of the poor", which consists of a
measure of fine flour. It is noteworthy, says the Chofetz Chaim, R' Yisroel
Meir Hakohen ZT"L, that the gemara (N> mn> 1) expressly states that if a
rich man brings a poor man's korbon, not only has he failed to fulfill his
obligation of bringing a sin offering, but it is considered as if he actually
brought Y50 - unsanctified food, into the courtyard of the Bais Hamikdosh,
which constitutes a grave sin. Each person must bring a korbon as befits his
status and one is not permitted to substitute a different form of offering as a
way of saving money.

The Chofetz Chaim draws an analogy to present circumstances. The
tzedakah - charity, that we give to the poor or for the upkeep of Yeshivos
and Batei Midrashim, take the place of the sacrifices in the Mishkan and
the Beis Hamikdosh. Thus, a rich man cannot fulfill his obligation by giving
a donation that would be subsistent for a poor man. His contribution must
be consistent with his wealth or else he has not properly fulfilled his
mitzvah of tzedakah. Rabbosai, this is huge and something we all must do!
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R' Noach Wineberg Shlit''a would say:
"Be very careful of what you say because no one is really listening until
you make a mistake!"

R' Shimshon Sherer Shlit''a recently told over:

"Some Rebbes are so great, that when they decree, Hashem immediately
obeys. That's just scratching the surface! Other Rebbes are greater because
when Hashem decrees, they immediately obey!"

R' Yitzchok of Vorka ZT'"L would say:

"Sugar sweetens tea when it dissolves, although its presence is not
evident - just its effects. Likewise, one should make himself unobtrusive, so
that the effects of his efforts are evident rather than the person, thus
sweetening the lives of many people."

& HUGE MAZELTOV TO MR AND MRS TZVI TAUB ONTHE BIRTH OF
A GIRL, SHOSHANA DEVORA. MAY THEY SEE NACHAS FROM HER

We look forward to questions, inquiries and m9yn. Please E-mail: TorahTavlin@aol.com
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area or share similar ideas. They alone, from among all the nations of the
world, are one. If a Jew on one side of the globe is in pain, a different Jew
thousands of kilometers away suffers with him." The judge was skeptical.

"Consider this," said the rabbi. "If it were a Russian man standing here
accused of murder, would a Russian anywhere else on Earth care or even
take an interest in his fate? Most likely not. Yet, see how the Jews from all
over the world have stepped forward to help prove the innocence of their
brother - a brother they have never met nor have even heard of before this
trial began. The Jewish people can truly be described as "Adam" - in the
singular, for they are one!"

The judge was duly impressed and could not refute this argument. He
accepted this explanation and Beilis, was finally proven to be innocent.

TORAH GEMS
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The Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim writes: "The reason for the 11397
- offerings, is because the Egyptians and the Kasdim in whose lands the
children of Israel were strangers and sojourners, used to worship the herd
and the flock - the Egyptians worshipping the sheep and the Kasdim
worshipping the demons whom they imagined as assuming the form of
goats. To this day men of India never slaughter the herd. It was for this
reason that G-d commanded Yisroel to slaughter these species to the
Revered Name, so that it be known that the very act which the idol-
worshippers considered to be the utmost sin [i.e., slaughtering the above
species], that same act should be done as an offering before the Creator,
and through it Israel's sins should be forgiven."

The Chiddushei HaRi''m, R' Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT"L, offers a
different understanding of the korbonos as a "mn» M - "pleasing scent”
to Hashem. He explains that a "n»7, or scent, is something that is
recognized or detected far away. Thus anything that one can sense or feel
from far off is called a 7n»y". A korbon must serve as a messenger of
good, meaning that through the sacrifice one can immediately sense that
good deeds will be done henceforth by the one giving the offering. This is
the main purpose of a sacrifice - that repentance bring the person to better
actions in the future. Without that, Hashem, has already said, "Why do 1
need all your sacrifices?"” (X myw) It is the early indication of future
deeds that makes a sacrifice a "pleasing scent.”
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Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the same hospital room. One
man was allowed to sit up in his bed for an hour each afternoon to help
drain the fluid from his lungs. His bed was next to the room's only
window. The other man had to spend all his time flat on his back. The men
talked for hours on end. They spoke of their wives and families, their
homes, their jobs, their involvement in the military service and where they
had been on vacation. Every afternoon when the man in the bed by the
window could sit up, he would pass the time by describing to his
roommate all the things he could see outside the window. The man in the
other bed began to live for those one-hour periods where his world would
be enlivened by all the activity and color of the world outside.

The window overlooked a park with a lovely lake. Ducks and swans
played on the water while children sailed their model boats. Couples
walked arm in arm amidst flowers of every color of the rainbow. Grand
old trees graced the landscape, and a fine view of the city skyline could be
seen in the distance. As the man by the window described all this in
exquisite detail, the man on the other side of the room would close his
eyes and imagine the picturesque scene. One warm afternoon the man by
the window described a parade passing by. Although the other man
couldn't hear the band - he could see it in his mind's eye as the gentleman
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