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Parshas Naso concludes on a high note, with the dedication of the mizbeach

in the mishkan and a detailed description of the offerings brought by the

princes of the tribes of Bnei Yisroel. What is interesting to note is that the

Torah is careful to itemize the gifts of each of the gnow) separately. But why?

The offerings of each one was identical to that of the next. Why couldn't the
Torah simply summarize and state that each n>w)y brought the following gift?

R' Shlomo Breuer ZT"L offers a meaningful interpretation. The Torah
purposefully repeats each of the princes' offerings to teach a fundamental
lesson: that twelve different men may offer the very same gift to Hashem, yet
each gift carries its own weight. "Judge the donor according to the gifi and the
gift according to the donor.” The spirit and joy with which a gift is given
determines its real value. Twelve princes can bring the same offering and each
bears its own significance to Hashem. This is because the offerings were only
the same externally; on the spiritual level, each prince made his offering in a
way that was specific to the Divine Source of his tribe, drawing down Divine
illumination to its members. The Torah, in reiterating each offering, teaches us
that at the very moment that every nowy brought his specific korbon, all of his
thoughts, spirits and emotions were united together as one with a solemn vow,
to place all their possessions in the service of Hashem and His causes.
Unfortunately, in today's day and age, such lofty feelings do not always find
their way into our practice.
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R' Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT"L would say:

"We are accustomed to thinking that love of Torah leads to toil in Torah.
However, in truth we see that it works the other way around; toil in Torah
actually leads to love of Torah."

An Old Retiree once said:
"Middle age is the awkward period in one's life when Father Time starts
catching up with Mother Nature!"

R' Avrohom Ibn Ezra ZT"L would say:

"A 41y who willingly foregoes the pleasures of this world in order to
sanctify himself before G-d is an extraordinary individual - almost a wonder.
Thus, the Torah uses the word mas» - related to n9a - Miracle or Wonder.
Most people are, in fact, propelled in the exact opposite direction."

MAZEL TOV TO YOSSI MOWSHOWITZ ON THE OCCASION OF HIS BAR MITZVA
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found the courage and physical strength, but once I had finally resolved to help
the girl, [ became strangely transformed. [ ran behind the bushes and pulled the
assailant away from the woman. Grappling, we fell to the ground, where we
wrestled for a few minutes until the attacker jumped up and hastily ran away.
Panting hard, I scrambled upright and tried to relax my incessantly pounding

heart. After a moment, I approached the young lady, who was crouched behind
a tree, sobbing. In the darkness, I could barely see her outline, but I could
certainly sense her trembling shock.

Not wanting to frighten her further, I at first spoke to her from a distance.
"It's okay," I said soothingly. "The man ran away. You're safe now."

There was a long pause and then I heard the words, uttered in wonder, in
amazement. "Father, is that you?" And then, from behind the tree, like an
apparition, stepped my youngest daughter.
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Chazal tell us that Hashem did not just give the Torah to Bnei Yisroel to
learn and fulfill the mitzvos. Rather, just as the Jewish people are required to
say ypw N, put on fefilling, daven, and fulfill all of the mitzvos, so too, the
Holy One Blessed Be He, is actively enagaged in performing the mitzvos -
obviously in a sublimely, spiritual sense.

Tikkunei Zohar says that this is what Chazal mean when they say that man
is created, "in the image of G-d." By wearing tefillin, saying shema and with
every mitzva that we do, we merit being, "in the image of G-d.” The question
is: If Hashem, so to speak, keeps all of the mitzvos, how would He fulfill the
commandment of Kiddush Hashem - Sanctifying His Name, to actually give
over one's very life rather than commit murder, idolatry, or incest? The answer,
though, is found in this week's parsha regarding the noyo sn - Water of the
suspected adulteress, where a wife suspected of being unfaithful to her
husband was warned before witnesses and eventually brought to the Kohen. He
then writes the ineffable Name of Hashem on a parchment and places the
parchment in a vessel filled with holy water. The holy name is consequently
erased by being washed off in the water and the woman is made to drink from
this water. If she is truly guilty, she will die an unnatural death and if she is
innocent, she will merit righteous children. From here we find a situation
where it is actually a mitzva to erase Hashem's name into the Sotah water, and
in this sense, the Holy One fulfills the commandment of Kiddush Hashem,
giving over His holy name for a mitzva.

*%
%%
*%
%%
%%
*%
%%
*%
%%
*%
%%
*%
*%
%%
*%
%%
*%
%%
*%
%%
%%
*%
%%
*%
%%
*%

N L7909 ,20N NN DMV DYDY HYaNNY 1INN NV DT NN L1900
NON ,TVOUN A0 )18 950N NDYON NN WX WIYD 909NN 1INV MY DT
NN 0 DAP P LYYW YT

OV TIN5 SVN ,99Y NN /03,1529 578 AMWOIN Y9N 99330 AN
29D T9NN Y DTN NI DY . 1PMNMWI NN TIND 2NN 7P K99 9373 Nt 9
ANNY NN N2 PIT MAYD TIAD ODI 0 NN TONN NN W) 3N INTNY D
YN TON T DY AT DY OIND ATN UN THNN NN .WIN NYN DY NI INTNY
TonN MY TN AT NNNPI 20 NYWA DR DY DVIPNN INTIY NN INIY TV
NON WYY MIYIN 92 5Y ININ NONNY 1AWNN DR TO9NN NN AN DN MYNY
NI T NNNPIY PYIY NN YIONRY TY SNON MPNT D DOYIN MDY NN
20D LAWY MNTIPN MPIAYN D92 YY NN YION PN QOND I Snon
10T 9OV 1NN NN D91 DINNY NIV MION 12 ¥ DTN 9o3 1M 1NN
PMANY L0 MYN 1Y DN MK DXTION 09 , NIV NN MVYY) D ¥y
ANTWDY DN OND DWINY 11D DN DPMVY ,D2yaY ¥ 12T DD nviy ON
MYUN DY D PN DNY ,1PVYN MUY Ty 2000 1N IN TINY IPWD DaN
D200 N2 DD 1OV IDONDY KD IN,ODN YA

029 11%0....MAR NVUN

(7N5799=9) 99Y TN TOON 1939 /N AN LTHIYN /N 1992

The Medrash tells us that with Hashem's nyqa - blessing, comes a very

special pypw - (Divine) protection. What is the definition of Hashgacha Pratis

- Personal Divine Intervention? A man was once the guest of honor at a charity
function and he related the following true story.

I was walking down a dimly lit street late one evening when I heard muffled
screams coming from behind a clump of bushes. Alarmed, I slowed down to
listen and and at once stopped in my tracks. It was then that I panicked when I
realized that what [ was hearing were the unmistakable sounds of a struggle:
heavy grunting, frantic scuffling and a person being thrown to the ground. Then
[ saw it. Only mere yards from where I stood, a woman was being attacked. My
first thought was, "Should I get involved?" 1 was frightened for my own safety
and rebuked myself for having suddenly decided to take a new route home from
shul that night. What if I got involved and ended up in the hospital, or worse:
what if [ became another statistic? Maybe I should just run to the nearest phone
and call the police? Although it seemed an eternity - the deliberations in my
head had taken only seconds - but already the cries were growing weaker. |
knew I had to act fast. How could [ walk away from this? No, I finally resolved,
[ could not turn my back on the fate of this damsel in distress, even if it meant
risking my own life.

I must confess, I am not a brave man, nor am I athletic. I don't know where |
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