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The Rishonim address the obvious question: why did Hashem instruct
Moshe to request of Pharaoh only a three-day journey? He could have
demanded of Pharach to set the people free altogether, and Pharaoh would
have no choice but to let them go after the ten plagues?

R' Yaakov Kaminetzky ZT"L offers a beautiful answer. The
Kabbalists teach us that were Bnei Yisroel to have completed the decreed
four hundred years of slavery, they would never have been exiled again
and the redemption from Egypt would have served as an eternal
redemption. But since they deteriorated to the forty-ninth level of i impurity
and were on the verge of complete assimilation, their exile could not have
been delayed any longer, and they had to be redeemed before the
prescribed time. All subsequent exiles serve to complete the years of exile
dropped from the Egyptian bondage. Therefore, the Almighty wanted a
means through which the spiritual deterioration would come to halt and
the prescribed years of exile could continue. The plan was for them to go
out for an occasional three-day period of spiritual elevation in the desert.
However, since Pharaoh refused this request, the process of deterioration
continued and Hashem, therefore, had to redeem them at once.

cosas NIN 2D NN
R' Meir'l of Premishlan ZT"L would say:

VY NY DN DI, PN AN - | see a different translation here:
mnany - "Understanding”, we don't have, but our "% - "white hairs "
tell us to do teshuvah. One should repent if only because he realizes that
the day of death is drawing closer."

R" Noson Tzvi Finkel ZT"L (Alter of Slabodka) would say:
"Listening to a Maggid give over words of inspiration and teshuva
should move one to think, not to cry!"

R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT"L (Chefetz Chaim) would say:
"If capable people do not take it upon themselves to accept positions of

responsibility, they can be sure that others who lack their sense of

responsxblhtv WJH take them‘"
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Talmud Torah, all at his own expense. The blind father was reluctant to
accept the offer, but eventually consented, albeit grumblingly. Settling
into the Maggid's home, the child began to blossom. He received food
and clothing, went to school and fit in nicely with the other children.

It turned out that the boy had a remarkable memory and never forgot
anything he learned. His comprehension was quick as lightening, his
reasoning razor-sharp, his soul pristine as crystal, and his diligence
unmatched. He quickly established a widespread reputation for himself
and eventually emerged as the rabbi of Brody. He was none other than
the renowned and revered R' Shloime Kluger ZT"L.

Batyah, Pharaoh's daughter, took in the baby she found in the river.
Did she have any idea whom she was saving? Did she even consider the
possibility that this was the savior of Yisrael, the father of all prophets,
the deliverer of the Torah? We can only imagine what would have
happened if the Dubner Maggid would have just sighed and continued
along. How much would Am Yisrael have lost!
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Chazal say that because the Nile river saved Moshe Rabbeinu when
he was just a young child, as we read in the outset of this parasha, Moshe
refused to strike the Nile to bring about the plagues of blood and frogs
later on. Similarly, because the earth allowed Moshe to bury the Egyptian
that he killed (and thus escape detection, Moshe thought), Moshe refused
to strike the earth to bring about the plague of lice. But is it really
necessary to show gratitude to inanimate objects?

R' Avigdor Nebenzal, shlit"a explains that gratitude is not for the
benefit of its recipient. Rather, it is for the benefit of the one who shows
gratitude. This parasha shows us the harmful effects of failing to show
gratitude. The parasha opens with a king 7qov» N YT K WN - "who
did not know Yosef." Is it possible that this king had never heard of
Yosef? Rather, he minimized what Yosef had done for Egypt or he
rationalized that Egypt had already paid its debt to Yosef's family. To
what did this attitude lead? Later, when Moshe came to Pharaoh, the king
said, "I don't know Hashem, and I will not release Bnei Yisrael” When
one denies that he knows "Yosef, " he will eventually deny knowing
Hashem also. ‘

{

kokxk
Kk
kok sk
ook ok
%k sk
%%k
%k
%ok %
%k %k
%k %k
%ok %k
*kk
*kskk
%k k
%k %k
kK
kkok
kkok
kokok

/

NN YI) DY QNI LTI 12 W JINIY WANY SNV DNy
TPINM THY ONIY DY PWOYIN TONY INN NTNY DN D TINNRYIY INUYR
NOWA N NNYR NN YIP) DINY GRY 1IN TN TN NN 180D v omy

INNT DY 198V GRYORTIAJIPTNIYI WD 117 T30 ONY

INIINY YIS TN S DAY PPOYT YN PINY 91030Y DN
AMYNT DY NV TPON NN DI,V D7P N2 TAd NINY Yrima
NINT INND 173,070 NN O3 793901 1NN DR DIV 1995 APIHNY
MPN M ONY TPTNIYIT NNY DI YUY W NYHD NTHIND PN ,inba
I TN APMIRIY DN DY PIY IV M7 JPMYI NN DI WY
T2 D YPIN 5553 NN ND NI TN XDW 10T 9D 1’ DN 50 D2
MMNMND MPNY NON ,MPNT IPOYN N XY 0y YWY T 998 7o50
T THPNA 5923 MY 1INY NIN DX AN WY INIWD NN

TPT TINIDIN APOYT INIDND N PTINY NN TP DN NN Y
.02 N2 NINK NYR NYD 71P1 DIBY7 NDRIIT MNIDNRT ToN TI0vY

02327 0. . MANR DY
(*-3) /9 yD3WUnN 0NN 11 23 NYN DY RIPM

A blind, poor man, dressed in rags, with a young boy holding his hand
and leading him down the street, was once observed by the Dubner
Maggid, R' Yaakov Krantz ZT"L. He stopped, turned to them and
said, "Tell me, who are you?" The young boy looked up and told the
Maggid that this was his father and his mother had passed away. He told
of how cold it was in their humble shack, as they had no more wood for a
fire. "I am taking my father to the public food distributor for the poor
people of the city so we can eat. Then I will take him back home." There
was no reason to even ask the boy if he.learned Torah. In his situation, he
was undoubtedly exempt from the mitzvah.

"Come with me," said the Maggid. "I will give you a hearty meal, much
better than what you would be fed at the public food distribution.” A spark
of gratitude shone in the boy's eyes, but the intelligence manifest in his
face was clearly diluted by a deep sense of sorrow. The Maggid took the
two into his home and did whatever he could to make their stay pleasant
and ensure that they were well fed. Even the blind father warmed his
demeanor a bit, and his irritability began to shake off. "Would you agree
to live here?" asked the Maggid. "1 will set aside a warm room for you and
you will receive a meal like this three times each day - for free." :
~ He thought to himself that the boy would be able to attend the local
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