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Sr3: The curse of hunger is miserable and contains terrible
ramifications for the Jewish Nation if they do not follow the
word of Hashem. Hunger is a curse that keeps on cursing, as
one who is in the throes of hunger will stop at nothing to
satiate his hunger, or if it means domg terrible thmgs to ensure

that one’s children have a morsel to eat. The Almighty looks
down upon His children and He takes pity on them. Even as
He punishes us, he still wishes to feed us and clothe us - and
He will, if we were just to follow in the ways of the Torah
and listen to His guiding and comforting words.

A SERIES IN HALACHA wun
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of All (76)

01 95 790 Hdm” - The Greatest Mltzva
Torah Study vs. Other Obligations. Last week we introduced
the relevant topic of how to choose halachically between
learning Torah and other worthy activities. We first need to
clarify if the well-known concept of "mx1n Y2 M MM pow'” -
“One who is occupied in one mitzvah is exempt from doing
another mitzvah (that comes up),” (1) applies to one who is
learning and if not why not. From the Gemara ) it seems to
indicate that one who is learning Torah, cannot use this rule to
exempt him from another mitzvah. The question is why not?

1) Meiri explains that Talmud Torah must be done: Sy 5o
"109 TN - “Learning in order to fulfill.” If it is not, this is a
blemish on his very learning. As a result, he cannot use
Torah learning as a reason to not do a mitzvah 3).

2) Birchei Yosef says that learning Torah is a constant mitzvah
and one is always obligated in it. Therefore, we cannot apply
this dictum to Talmud Torah since one can technically use it
to exempt himself from all mitzvos at all times @).

3) Kovetz Shiurim writes that since the Torah allowed a
person to stop learning in order to earn a parnassa, as it says,
"THT MIDNY' (5), stopping to do a mitzvah is not any worse.
Therefore, the ongoing obligation of Talmud Torah is when
one is not occupied with the above activities and when a
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mitzvah comes up, the obligation is not there ©.
4) There are other explanations to this question - see Ritvah
Megillah 3a.
Chazal in Moed Katan. The main source for this topic is the
Gemara in Moed Katan 9b. The Gemara cites a contradiction
between two posukim in Mishlei (3-15 and 8-11). The first one
states: "n2 Me» NI PNan D5 oman »n 7. This implies that
learning Torah is so valuable and only your activities and "oxon’
can push it away, whereas mitzvah activities do not push away
Torah study. The second posuk, however, states: W» ©Nan 95’
"ma, which implies that even mitzvah activities can push away
Torah study. The Gemara reconciles that if someone else who is
not learing is available to do the mifzvah, one should not
interrupt his learning (and he can even start learning ) in such a
case), however, if no one else is available to do the mitzvah, then
he must interrupt his learning and do the mitzvah himself.
Practical Example. If a guest comes to visit and needs help to
settle in: if someone else who is not learning can do it without
offending the guest, then the one learning can continue doing so.
If not, then he must do it himself. The GR’A adds @) that just as
one does not interrupt Torah learning for a mitzvah that others
can do, he does not interrupt learning for a mitzvah that can wait
to be done after he finishes learning.
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The Alshich HaKadosh z¢”l (Toras Moshe) writes:

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch z¢”’I (Chorev) would say:
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“T9ON NN XD 12D TWIA D NN KDY 790 NN’ - What is so wrong with lending and paying interest? Payment of
interest implies that the person who pays feels that the sum he has borrowed ‘had belonged’ to the lender. The fact is
that the lender loaned Hashem’s money. We are only administering this money on behalf of its true Owner.”

“ay PN oMY - The life of your brother is with you - his mission and his development. You are not here only for

yourself and you do not earn money only for yourself. Part of your mission - of acquiring the means to accomplish
your mission in life - is to acquire the means to enable your brother to accomplish the mission of his life as well.
"Iy’ - meaning ‘with you,” makes you an 'D¥' - meaning ‘nation.” And, inasmuch as it is not communist compulsion,
nor the force of taxation, nor the fear of the specter of red revolution, but the consciousness of duty dictated by the
fear of Hashem, which binds this free-willed and nevertheless - or perhaps therefore - so eternally strong bond of
mutual help and assistance, that this constitutes the realization of that word of Hashem when He chose us - »nnpby
'DyY Y DONN - for it is the pure consciousness of Hashem which forms a community of a nation.”

A Wise Person would say:
“Friends are angels who lift us to our feet when our wings have trouble remembering how to fly.”
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The mitzvah of Shemittah is dependent on our level of belief. The Torah states: “If you will ask, ‘What will we eat in the
seventh year? Behold! We did not sow nor gather in our crops ... I will ordain My blessing for you in the sixth year, and it will
yield a crop sufficient for three years.” In other words, the Divine blessing that would enrich the soil as a result of the
observance of Shemittah would compensate threefold for the perceived loss of revenue while the land was allowed to lie
fallow. This takes great faith - not just pious words. Do we put our money where our mouths are? Do we place our trust in
Him and follow His word to the fullest? Whether it’s keeping Shabbos, honesty in business, or going the extra mile to give
Tzedakah, Shemittah reminds us that Har Sinai represents a bridge between theory and practice, faith and action, trust and
resolve. Upon that mountain, the Almighty took us in as His partner in the business of creation. He wants a strong partner.
Hashem wants us to succeed; He wants us to pass the test. He’s been imploring us ever since: “Don’t be a shvacher shutaf.”

An international dealer in high-end fabrics once visited the Lubavitcher Rebbe, R> Menachem Mendel Schneerson
zt”l. As an active member of the Chabad community in London, England, the businessman was quite familiar with how
the Rebbe’s advice and blessings had impacted many people’s lives in virtually every area of human experience. At one
point in their discussion, he put forth a tongue-in-cheek proposal for the Rebbe to partner with him in a business venture.

The man was smiling but the Rebbe turned serious. “Fair enough,” he said. “Remember, though, that in a partnership,
neither partner gets to make a move without the consent of the other. Do we have a deal?”

Though skeptical about the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s knowledge of his trade, the man was nevertheless excited about this
opportunity to “partner” with the great Jewish leader, and readily took the deal. The Rebbe then advised him to make a large
purchase of a certain material that hadn’t even been on the man’s radar screen. The dealer went home and placed a large order
for this unusual fabric. When he reported back to New York, the Rebbe responded that the purchase was way too
conservative. A much larger quantity should have been purchased. On the Rebbe’s say-so, the man went out and bought
astronomical quantities of the material - to the point of investing his entire personal fortune to pay for the shipments.

To the man’s chagrin, shortly after the acquisitions, the value of this material began to plummet. Perhaps, he thought,
he should sell at least some portion of it. As promised, he contacted the Lubavitcher Rebbe for his consent. To his surprise,
the Rebbe did not grant consent, and reminded him of their agreement with regard to unilateral moves.

As the price of the material continued to sink, so did the man’s spirits. Every day, he watched his fortune slipping
further and further away. All pleas to the Rebbe were met with the same answer: “Do not sell.”

Facing financial ruin, the man began to question his entire relationship with the Rebbe and Lubavitch. Perhaps it was all
a mistake. With each day’s devaluation of his inventory, his distance from the Chabad community widened.

The bleeding continued for several months. One day, the man noticed the price suddenly took a slight tick back up.
Excited, the man again consulted the Rebbe. But the Rebbe still withheld consent. When the price rose to where he could
break even, the Rebbe still would not greenlight the sell-off. The man’s disillusionment turned to bitterness.

Shortly thereafter, a famous Italian fashion designer put out a line that called for extensive use of this unusual material.
The man in England had the market cornered. When he reported this to the Rebbe, he was told that the time had come to

sell. The inventory went fast. The man made many millions in profit. He excitedly boarded a plane to hand the Rebbe a
check for his “share” but the Rebbe declined, requesting that the man give the money to charity instead.

The chastened man then asked the Rebbe if they could perhaps pursue another venture together. The Rebbe smiled
as he demurred. “I"m sorry,” he said to the hopeful businessman, “Ypu’rg a shvacher shutaf, a weak partner.”
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“Trust Your Partner” by Rabbi
Moshe Bryski - www.chabad.org
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YSwin: The 1930’s in New York; the world was in the grip
of the Great Depression. One cold Wintry day, a judge was
sitting on the bench, hearing a complaint against a lady
who was charged with stealing a loaf of bread. She pleaded
that her daughter was sick, and her grandchildren were
starving. But the shopkeeper, whose loaf had been stolen,
refused to drop the charge. He insisted that an example be
made of the poor old woman, as a deterrent to others.

The judge sighed. He was most reluctant to pass judgment
on the woman, yet he had no alternative. “I'm sorry,” he
turned to her, “The law is the law. I sentence you to a fine of
ten dollars, and if you can’t pay I must send you to jail.”

The woman was heartbroken, but even as he was passing
sentence, the judge reached into his pocket for the money to
pay off the ten-dollar fine. He took off his hat, tossed the ten
dollar bill into it, and then addressed the crowd:

“I am also going to impose a fine of fifty cents on every
person here present in this courtroom, for living in a town
where a person has to steal bread to save her grandchildren
from starvation. Please collect the fine, Mr. Bailiff, in this
hat, and pass them across to the defendant.”

The accused went home that day with $47.50 And as she
left the courtroom, the gathering of petty criminals and New
York city policemen gave the judge a standing ovation.

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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Lest one think that the business world is a “free-for-all” where one can engage in dubious activities as one pleases, it is not.
The Shulchan Aruch in Choshen Mishpat delineates exactly what is permitted and what is not. Some things that pass for
normal business practices today are actually forbidden by halacha. One of the halachos that some people are unfamiliar with
is "y NN - price fraud. For example, a customer walks into a store looking to purchase a certain item but the item is out of
stock. Not wishing to lose the sale, the seller convinces the gullible customer that the item is out of style and nobody is buying
it anymore, leading him to a newer model that is “less expensive and of higher quality.” This behavior is not permitted. At
times, the seller realizes that the buyer is anxious to acquire a certain item and will hike up the price significantly if he sees that
the customer isn’t aware of the going rate. This too is forbidden. The same applies to a buyer. He is forbidden from
denigrating an item for sale, saying it is “‘old-fashioned,” out of style, or the like, just so that the price will drop.

The Dubno Maggid z#’l adds that it is possible for a person to be guilty of this offensive behavior at both ends. For instance,
a retailer haggles with a wholesaler over the cost of an item and looks to find fault in order to get it at a lower price and then
turns around and tries to sell that very same item while claiming it is “top-of-line.” What happened? Before, he couldn’t stop
denigrating the item and now he praises it to no end, conveniently forgetting its alleged defects! The Maggid explains that this
is the meaning of Medrash (1"m2) which quotes a posuk from Mishlei: “Life and death are in the power of the tongue.” When
a retailer is negotiating with the wholesaler, the item is “death.” When he wants to sell it, it undergoes a “techiyas hameisim”

through the power of his own tongue! What before was inferior and overpriced has now become a top quality item.
We should remember "7w> 7y manNy” in all our dealings, especially during these days of Sefiras HaOmer, when DN p2”

"y»an is stressed, and in that zechus we should be zoche to hasten the ultimate Geula from this quagmire we call Golus.
DRUSH V°‘CHIDDUSH
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As part of the reward for keeping the mitzvos, Rashi
comments that Hashem is telling Klal Yisroel: “I will stroll
with you in Gan Eden.” According to the Ramchal
(Derech Hashem) as well as numerous Rishonim, this is
not referring to the Olam HaNeshamos (World of Souls),
but rather Olam HaTechiyah - this physical world after the
resurrection of the dead. Hashem will reconstruct the world
to make the physical and spiritual realms merge completely
with each other. Rashi seems to be alluding to such an idea
when he speaks of our world becoming Gan Eden.

The Chofetz Chaim z£’l (Y nnwin nan) ponders the
following question: A person takes out insurance on his
house, so if a fire breaks out, he will have enough funds to
rebuild his home. But a house is made only of wood or brick;

a person’s body which is so holy that it houses the neshama,
his precious soul, will certainly be consumed in the end,
because all people die. Why don’t people buy “Techiyas
HaMeisim Insurance” in order to insure that one’s body will
come back to life after Techiyas HaMeisim? Neither cash
nor a broker is needed to purchase this important insurance.

He explains that Techiyas HaMeisim Insurance is the study
of Torah. As the Navi (0> "ww) teaches: “Awaken and sing
you who dwell in the dust, for the dew of light (Torah) is Your
dew.” The Chofetz Chaim goes on to explain that the light of
Torah that will revive a person can actually be a combination
of his Torah, the Torah of others that he supports, and even
the Torah of his children. It would seem that just as with
insurance, where the larger the policy, the larger the amount
that will be collected, with Techiyas HaMeisim Insurance, the
more Torah to one’s credit, the more one gains later on.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON —-rr— 9 .1—‘9 =P Q== FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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What does it mean to GO in the way of Torah? Rashi tells us AMEILUS B’TORAH - toiling in Torah. The Chofetz
Chaim z¢”’I quotes the famous words we say at a Siyum Masechta: "oony om oony WX - We (Jews) toil (in Torah) and they
(Gentiles) toil (in material pursuits). We toil and receive reward, they toil and do not receive reward. What does this mean?
Of course people who work at physical pursuits receive reward, otherwise they wouldn’t do anything! The difference is that
they ONLY receive reward for their product. If a shoemaker works for many hours to produce a pair of shoes that is not the
right size or color, the customer does not have to buy it. If a doctor works to discover a cure for a disease, and he fails, he
gets no reward for his effort, because his efforts were fruitless. His reward is ONLY for the finished product. We, however
who toil in Torah, have a different set of rules. We toil and receive reward FOR THE TOIL ITSELF! If someone learns
Torah for 5 hours and tries to understand a difficult sugya, but he just can’t get it, he is still rewarded for his toil. The goal of
striving for greatness in Torah is in the STRIVING itself and not in the greatness. Hashem tells us, “Go in the way of Torah,”
because that is the ultimate goal - the going, moving and learning - even if one does not become the next Gadol Hador!

We daven every day that the Torah should be sweet in our mouths and all our future descendants so that we will WANT
to learn, so that we will learn LISHMA. Not for money, for status or position. Torah learning is a holy pursuit so learning
any other subject in the world LISHMA is pointless. What would be the point of learning accounting and not becoming an
accountant, or learning medicine and not becoming a doctor? There is no point. But Torah is intrinsically holy and learning
Torah should be for it’s OWN sake, for the purpose of becoming attached to the holiness of Torah and close to Hashem.




