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wma: In the beginning, people did not know who the real
Creator of the world is. They believed in pagans and
forsook the Name of Hashem. But through Avrom and his
actions, the world came to know about the greatness of the

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining tothe “Torah” Table (3)

In addition to the important intentions one should have by
regular meals that were mentioned last week, there are special
intentions that one could and should have by special mitzvah
meals, known as Seudos Mitzvah. This includes:

1) Shabbos Meal. To have in mind when eating a Shabbos
meal that we are celebrating and bearing witness to the fact
that Hashem created the universe in six days and rested on
the seventh day at the end of His wonderful project. This
includes: a) Wining [Kiddush] and dining [the Challah and
meal] since Hashem chose us to commemorate His rest, b)
Celebrate the Neshama Yesera [extra soul] that we receive
on Shabbos to feel and be closer to Hashem, and ¢) Thank
Hashem for this wonderful taste of the World to Come. The
Shabbos Zemiros [songs] help bring out these feelings.

2) Melava Malka. When one eats Melava Malka [the meal
eaten after Shabbos is over], he should have in mind to
escort and bid farewell to the Shabbos, both in an
“appreciation”” mode for having this special guest, and in an
“anticipation” mode for the coming Shabbos.

3) Rosh Chodesh Meal. When eating a Rosh Chodesh meal
[it is a mifzva, but not an absolute obligation to have a bread
meal on each day of Rosh Chodesh.], he should feel joy in
the month ahead and the atonement of Rosh Chodesh. This
also includes the privilege of living according to the Divine
lunar calendar of Hashem.
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Almighty and eventually to bless and thank Him. For this
reason, states the Kli Yakar, p78>99nintoned hisblessing
on Hashem and Avrom, for through Avrom the world
came torecognize who the real "\ ©0vMpP” was.
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4) Yom Tov Meal. When eating a Yom Tov meal one should

remember the purpose and reason for the Yom Tov [leaving
Mitzrayim, receiving the Torah, Tva5n "y etc.] and have in
mind to fulfill the mitzvah of “You shall rejoice on your
Sestivals.”(T-0D"27)

5) Bris, Pidyon Haben, Siyum. When participating in a
mitzvah meal [bris, pidyon haben, siyum)], a person should
understand what it is he is celebrating. Whether it is about
“welcoming” a new member into Hashem'’s army or the
feat of finishing a finite portion of the Torah. In doing so,
one is also learning how to selflessly enjoy the simcha of
another person.

6) Chasuna, Sheva Berachos. When participating in a
Chasuna meal or a Sheva Berachos, one should have in
mind that he is taking part in the mirzvah of bringing
happiness to the choson and kallah.

7) Purim Meal and Chanukah Party. When eating the
Purim meal [which must be done during the day of Purim
and cannot be done at night, the same as by Shalach Monos)
one should have in mind to fulfill the obligation of eating
the meal and also fill his heart with the happiness of being
saved from Haman’s evil decree. On Chanukah there is no
obligation to have a meal, however, there is a preferred
custom to have some sort of “food party” to help one show
his gratitude to the Almighty for the great miracle.
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Rabbeinu Bechaye ZT”’L writes:

“It was the custom of the righteous men (chassidim) in France to have their tables transformed into caskets after
their deaths for burial, thereby signifying that one carries nothing away with him except the tzedakah he does in
his lifetime and the chessed he bestows upon his table. That is why our sages declare that one who prolongs his
stay at his table (by being hospitable to others), his days and years will be prolonged.”

R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”’L (Oznaim L’Torah) would say:

“The Medrash tells us that Avrohom pitched his wife Sarah’s tent first and afterwards pitched his own tent.
This teaches us a timeless lesson: Sarah’s tent took precedence over Avrohom’s tent because it is more important
to bring women close to Hashem before working on men. Since women are more predisposed to faith to begin
with, by starting with women, one deals with the ‘easy’ before tackling the ‘difficult’ which is the accepted
method in education. As a result, the women will then be able to better influence the men.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Some people come and, go and pever get anywhere in life. Remgmber: Whergver you are - pe there!”

[TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOQ.COM.
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he first Prisoner of War in human history was Lot, the son of Avrohom Avinu’s brother Haran. He was captured by
the four marauding chieftains and detained on account of his great wealth. It took an effort of truly miraculous
proportions by Avrohom and his trusted servant Eliezer, torescue Lot and restore him and his possessions. Chazal tell us
that it was partly in the merit of growing up in the home of Avrohom and absorbing the attributes of chessed and
kindness tohis fellow man, that Lot was worthy of being saved through an overtdisplay of the Yad Hashem.

In more recent times, another POW of Jewish descent left an indelible mark on his comrades. Tibor Rubin was born in
Paszto, a Hungarian shtetl of 120 Jewish families, the son of a shoemaker and one of six children. At age 13, his town
was overrun by the Nazi hordes and he was transported to the Mauthausen concentration camp in Austria. Both his
parents and two sisters perished in the Holocaust, but Tibor had an iron will and lived to see the welcoming sight of
AmericantroopsliberatingMauthausenandpunishingtheGermanofficers.

In 1948, Tibor came to the United States and settled in New York, where he worked first as a shoemaker and then as a
butcher. In 1950, with few skills and a weak command of the English language, he decided to enlist in the U.S. Army,
both as an assumed shortcut to citizenship and, he hoped, to attend the Army’s butcher school in Chicago. However,
after ashortstintin basic training, by July of that year, Private First Class Rubin found himself fighting on the frontlines
with the U.S. Army’s Eighth Regiment, First Cavalry Division, in acountryhehad never heard of before: Korea.

Asluck would have it, Tibor’s commanding officer was a vicious anti-Semite, who consistently “volunteered”” Rubin
for the most dangerous patrols and missions. In one such mission, Private Rubin was ordered to secure a route of retreat
for hisentirecompany, and through sheer will and determination, he single-handedlydefended ahill for 24 hours against
wave after wave of North Korean soldiers. Yet, although he was three times recommended for the Medal of Honor for
these and other harrowing acts of bravery, including being shot in his left hand and chest, he was never awarded these
coveted medals ashiscommanding officer made sure that the papers were never processed properly.

Towards the end of October 1950, massive Chinese troop concentrations crossed the border into North Korea and
attacked the unprepared Americans. After most of his regiment had been wiped out, a severely wounded Rubin was
captured and spent the next two and a halfyears in a North Korean prisoner of war camp.

Faced with constant hunger, filth and disease, most of the GIs simply gave up. “No one wanted to help anyone.
Everybody was for himself,” wrote a fellow prisoner. The exception was Tibor Rubin, who had learned to survive in a
Nazi concentration camp and applied his experience and “skills”” almost every night to sneak out of the camp and steal
food from the Chinese and North Korean supply depots. He would give this food to other prisoners, especially the sick
and dying. Every time he went out for food, Tibor was risking his life knowing that he would be shot if caught, but he
felt that this was his way of getting back at the enemy as they were short on food themselves.

“He shared the food evenly among the GIs,” testified another survivor. “He also took care of us, nursed us, carried us
to the latrine. He did so many good deeds in the camp, which he told us were mitzvos in the Jewish tradition. He was
very firm in his religious beliefs and helping his fellow men was the most important thing to him.” Following in the
footsteps of his forefather, Avrohom Avinu, the chessed that Tibor Rubin did under horrific conditions with his fellow

prisonersis stillremembered today by the 35 to40 POWSs that he is credited with keeping alive.
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wm: As graduation approached, the faculty and school
board of a renowned institution made it clear that the
graduating class was not to pray nor were they permitted to
invoke G-d’s Name during the commencement ceremony.
A recent court ruling had expressly forbidden it and a
distinct “separation” was to be maintained. All those who
spoke were careful to stay within the guidelines allowed
by the ruling. They gave inspirational and challenging
speeches, but no one mentioned divine guidance and no
one asked for blessings for the graduates or their families.

The speeches were nice, but they were routine and
ordinary. Thatwasuntil the final speech. A solitarystudent
walked proudlyto the microphone. He stood still and silent
for just a moment. And then it happened: All 92 students,
everysingleoneofthem.... Sneezed!

The student on stage simply looked at the audience and
said, “G-DBLESS YOU.” And he walked off the stage.

The audience exploded into applause. This graduating
class had found a unique way to invoke G-d’s blessing on
their future with or withoutthe court’sapproval.
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A righteous man once traveled far away looking to earn
some money for his starving family. Along the way, he
encountered people who mocked him for his belief and
sincerity. “You believe in G-d that He will support you,”
they laughed, “Well, where is He now?” The righteous
man had no answer and left them totheir jest.

The Chovos Halevovos writes that when Avrom Avinu
was forced to travel down to Egypt because of the terrible
famine, all along the way, people would laugh and mock
him. “Where is this G-d that you preach about all day? We
are not suffering. Why doesn’t He support you so you
don’t need to leave your home?” Avrom had nothing to say
and was forced to abandon their confines. However, after
his short stay in Egypt, during which Hashem plagued
Pharaoh with leprosy, rescued Sarai and made Avrom
enormously wealthy, he now revisited all those places in
which he was mocked on the way down, and answered the
peopledecisively. Thus, says Rashi, when Avrom traveled
back to his home, he was "wnapn y19" - “paying back his
debts” - in other words, responding to all those whom he
felthe “owed” an explanation to for his beliefin Hashem.

The Bnei Yissaschar, R’ Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov
ZT”’L, givesadifferentunderstandingof Avrom’sactions.
We know: (:09 PYIDP) NI NNDYINNAMNN IOV - “One is
not rewarded on this world for doing mitzvos.” However,
the more effort, any added measure of perseverance and
alacrity that one puts into performing mitzvos, this is
granted to a person on this world in the form of wealth,
honor and respect. Thus, Avrom was showing all those
who questioned him that he was not enriched as aresult of
following Hashem. Rather, it was the sincere and exalted
way that he complied with G-d that he was richly rewarded.
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EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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The gemara (1 ™572) quotes the famous words of Rabbi
Shimon Bar Yochai: “From the day that the Holy One,
blessed be He, created the world, there was no man that
ever called Him (Hashem) 'YW\ - ‘Master’ until Avrom
came along andcalled HimAdon.”

What is the significance of the Divine appellation ")WTN'?
Rabbi Dr. Joseph Ber Soloveitchik ZT’L. comments that
all sinning emanates from a denial of the "mTN" (mastery
or ownership of the world) of Hashem, and His right to
restricta human being from doing what he wants. Modern
man, in particular, insists thatheis free, thatall restrictions
arerepressions of the human spirit. M7, however, insists
thatman be humbled before the Lord, that herecognize the
Master who bestows all gifts.

When Avrom Avinu asked Hakadosh Boruch Hu for a
child and the assurance of a land that his descendants will be
able to call their own, he understood that such gifts can only
be bestowed by the Almighty. They are not to be taken
freely; one must mightily beseech for them. It was Avrom,
therefore, who introduced the name » 'y 7'~ and thereby
proclaimed the basic Jewish tenet of Hashem as our "N

It is told that someone once asked the holy Vilna Gaon
ZT”L for a letter of approbation for a commentary he
wrote on the Siddur. The Gaon read the opening page and
found an explanation as to why the order of the Shachris
prayer begins with “Adon Olam.” Itread: “Since we know
that Avrohom initiated Tefillas Shachris, it is fitting and
proper that this service be opened with the Divine
designation ', which Avrohom was thefirsttouse.”

The Vilna Gaon was so taken with these words that he
proclaimed that the publication of the Siddur would be
worthwhileifonlyfor thisonecommentary!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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‘W hen Hashem promised Avrom that his children will be as numerous as "\ NN 39" - “the dust of the land,” Avrom was
not convinced and requested: "y TN DD YN - “What (guarantee) can You give me being that I am childless?” So
Hashem took him outside and told him to count the stars: "]y % 77> 12" - “So shall your children be.” This time, Avrom was
happy: "npI82 Y mawnY' - “And it was considered (on his part) a righteous deed.” Why was Avrom not happy after the
beracha of the “dust” but only after the beracha of the “stars”? And what is this “righteous deed” he is credited with?

R’ Yitzchok Dovid Grossman Shlit’a answers with a twist. Hashem showed Avrom all future generations of
“kibbutznikim” - people who worked the soil and “dust of the land” without any connection to Torah and mitzvos. But
Avrom was not pleased. “For that,” he said, “I already have someone - w58 pwnT N - my servant Eliezer!” So Hashem
showed him future generations of Tzaddikim, Talmidei Chachamim, people who have reached the heights of spirituality - like
starsin the sky- and Avrom was happy. This was what he truly wanted from his offspring - and this showed his righteousness.

The winter is here and we’ve just begun to say "Dwin 7 M0 dw”. R’ Shlomo Brevda Shlit’a once commented that
a person must take these words to heart: "mnan 22wn" - Return the Ruchnius, "owin 7" - and lower the level of Gashmius!
During this cold, dark and dreary winter period, we must make every effort to minimize the m»»w) and maximize the m»n»,
for only this will bring nachas, happiness and a feeling of righteousness to our Zaida Avrohom!




