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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (140)
Honoring Seforim: Placing Seforim on Top of Seforim.
There are different levels of kedusha (holiness) on different
types of seforim and the Shulchan Aruch (1) writes that one is
not allowed to put a sefer with a lesser kedusha on top of a sefer
that has a higher kedusha. Therefore, one is permitted to place a
Chumash on top of other Chumashim and on top of books of
Nach, as it has a greater kedusha. (Nach is short for “Nevi’im
Kesuvim” - Nevi’im (prophets) like Yehoshua, Shmuel,
Yeshayahu, etc. and Kesuvim (holy writings) such as Tehillim,
Mishlei, etc.) However, one is not permitted to put books of
Nach on top of a Chumash, as the Nach has a lesser kedusha.
Nevi’im on top of Kesuvim. Even though there are sources that
indicate that Sifrei Nevi’im are more holy than Sifrei Kesuvim (),
the difference is not enough to prohibit one on top of the other 3
and therefore one can put a Mishlei on top of a Yirmiyahu or a
Yirmiyahu on top of a Mishlei, and so on for all the books of Nach.
In One Volume. If the seforim are all bound in one complete
volume, the Birkei Yoseph @ shows that there are two opinions
whether one has to be careful about this. The lenient opinion,
which he says is the minhag of Klal Yisroel, is that in one volume
it doesn’t matter what is on top or bottom. The logic seems to be
that even if the Chumash is on top, as one turns to the back and
studies the end, the Nach will be on top of the Chumash. This
shows that in one volume there’sno problem. (The stricter opinion
would never print Chumash and Nach in the same volume.)
Tanach and Oral Torah. Books of the Oral Torah such as
Mishna, Gemara and Medrash are not considered as holy as
Tanach and cannot be placed on books of Tanach ). Similarly, a
Siddur is not as holy as Tanach, even though some portions of
Tanach are printed in it, and cannot be put even on Nach and
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certainly not on a Chumash. Many people are mistakenly not
careful about this when they go to shul on Shabbos morning and
pick out a Siddur and Chumash from the bookshelf. When they
get to their place, they naturally put the Chumash (which is
usually larger) under the Sidddur. This is incorrect. R’ Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach z£l ) already pointed out this mistake and
writes that he himself was always careful about this.

Parchment. The Aruch Hashulchan ¢ holds that the above laws
only apply to books of Tanach that are written on parchment with
all the halachos of Safius; however, printed material on paper like
our seforim, all have one level of holiness and can be placed one
upon the other, in any manner. It seems from the other Poskim that
they argue on this @®. Gedolim have been quoted as saying that
Klal Yisroel did not accept @s opinion of the Aruch Hashulchan.
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If someone has a pregnant animal that is giving birth for the first time,
the owner may circumvent the laws of n22 by stating, “If this 22w
(fetus) is a male, it should now be designated as a N> ya7p.” This
prevents the 12 nwyTp from taking effect on the calf and when it's
born the owner may use it for his Olah obligations. There is a NN
if an 121y is considered "o XA Xow 127", The (X-07) JWINN Msp
brings the Rambam (vv- Mo ") regarding if someone’s wife is
(visibly) pregnant and another man says to the father, “If she gives
birth to a female she should be nwmpn to me,” it is a valid Kedushin.
We see that the Rambam holds that a fetus is a "obyb xaw 727",

The myp says our Gemara is also a proof because earlier in the
masechta we explained the Mishna as the owner making the fetus a
o e for an Olah (he sells the newbomn and with the money buys
an Olah) and we hold ywn nenTp can't take effect on a 2 Now 127
oo, S0 our Gemara holds this fetus is considered a oowb xaw 127!

R’ Dovid Shlomo Eibshitz zt”’I (Arvei Nachal) would say:

“NNY DN DNX TWNR ¥IND 2772 19 VY)Y ... DLV PN DONX NTIY XY - There are people who properly observe
Torah and mitzvos at home, but when they are away or on business, they make compromises. Moshe told the people, ‘1
have given over to you Hashem’s Torah and you are to live in accordance to it ‘b’kerev ha’aretz’ - even when you will

be in the midst of the land - not only in the confines of
company of non-observant people or in a secularly orient

whom he comes in contact, he must adhere tenaciously to his Torah convictions and conduct himself accordingly.”

R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter zt”’l (Sefas Emes) would say:

TN NIPPOR N ONW W' - Chazal said: ‘Hear Yisroel - in every language.’ One can accept the yoke of heaven in
any language, not just in the Hebrew tongue. Likewise, in every object that a person sees and every sound which reaches
-d, Hashem is One.” We can find Hashem’s greatness and
absolute unity reflected in every single thing which occurs in the world.”

his ears, a Jew must strive to see that ‘Hashem is our G

A Wise Man would say: “Leadership is the wise use of power. Power is translating intention into reality and sustaining it.”
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your home or neighborhood, but also when you are in the
ed neighborhood.” Regardless of where a Jew lives or with

AR 11 DHSIRY 97T TSR
DI 91982 IS TP Kits
By the Anisfeld Famil:




D335 B0 ... JIAK TUUD
(=-m) "33 25p5 oraaS omd awm i o 55 vy 55 xSt ns NS o M aaab e

Wednesday, 28 Iyar, June 8, 1967, was the third day of the Six-Day War, and it was the first time that residents of
Jerusalem felt that the Yad Hashem was guiding the Jewish Nation to victory. Many people ventured outside and saw jeeps
filled with smiling soldiers traveling toward Har HaTzofim (Mt. Scopus). The peak of joy came at dusk when the news came
that the Kosel Hamaaravi, the Western Wall, had been liberated. People poured out of their shelters. The streets teemed with
celebrating and emotion-laden people. The first ones to merit reaching the Kosel brought back small stones, which were
passed from hand to hand. Their joy was indescribable - what a miracle Hashem had wrought for His beloved people.

A few days later was the festival of Shavuos, and the general public was permitted access to the Kosel. Anyone who was in
Jerusalem that day will never forget the moving scene: The entire city, young, old, men, women, and children thronged to the
Wailing Wall in a mighty stream, joyous and filled with elation, and hardly daring to believe it was true.

“Is this real? Are we really walking to the Kosel? Is this a dream?”” The Chevron Mashgiach, R’ Meir Chodosh z¢”’I, did
not abandon his post: he first davened in yeshivah, and only then set out for the Kosel, together with his Rebbetzin. It was a
hot day, and the walk was difficult for some elderly people but no one wished to be left behind on that special day.

Near the Kosel, the crowd congregated in groups. Each group had its own style of davening and its own ethnic customs.
Despite this, there was a powerful sense of unity and brotherhood, of one nation, one G-d, one Torah. As they all stood
and prayed in fervent thanksgiving together, they were all as one. The great miracles that had occurred during this war
belonged to every Jew, in Israel and abroad, and to the entire world.

When things had calmed down a bit, some of the older and more serious yeshivah bachurim turned to the Mashgiach with
a question. “We’ve just merited seeing open miracles. The entire war was full of innumerable miracles. Today we feel
elevated, through a profound gratitude to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. But we’re afraid that with the passage of time, the emotions
will fade and we’ll lose this great sense of elevation. What should we do, to hold onto these tremendous moments?”’

The Maggid, R’ Sholom Schwadron z£”’l, was also present. He said: “This is hard. Chazal tell us that a maidservant at
Yam Suf saw what Yechezkel ben Buzi did not merit seeing. And yet, despite this, she remained a maidservant. In other words,
it is almost impossible to hold onto peak moments without great effort. When the moment passes, so does the excitement.
Life’s routine grinds up even the greatest experiences.” He looked over at the Mashgiach, but he was shaking his head.

R’ Meir Chodosh disagreed. “The things that happen to a person are not lost,” he told his students. “They return and
surface at critical moments. However, if you want to preserve the greatness of the moments to their fullest, and not let them
fade with time, I have one suggestion. Link the event to a practical resolution for the future, and be strict about carrying it out.
Every time you do it, the memory of that great moment will rise up, along with the feeling of elevation and trust in Hashem.”

Then he retold a lesson he had learned from personal experience. “After the miracle that happened to me in Russia, when a
crazed Cossack soldier had already aimed his gun at me and through a miracle, I was not shot, I was certain that I would never
be the same person. Within a short time, however, I saw that habit and routine were conquering me and weakening the impact
of that miracle. That’s when I decided to make an effort to keep up its strength, by being determined to be strict in my
adherence to a number of resolutions I had made to commemorate that miracle. But the miracle itself began to wane ....

“Then, more than ten years later, during the violence (riots) in Chevron, murderers rampaged all around me, I suddenly
remembered that miracle. The memory infused me with courage and confidence in Hashem during those awful moments. I
had complete faith that, if Hashem wanted me to live, I would live. In other words,” R’ Meir concluded, “that point of faith
did not get lost, thanks to the practical resolutions I had undertaken.” And he added, “Faith is a precious commodity. One
must work on it, develop it and safeguard it with all his consciousness.” (Adapted from “The Mashgiach” by Reb. Shulamit Ezrachi)
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When we read the words “Nachamu Nachamu Ami,” we
feel soothed and comforted as the Navi Yeshayahu is truly
directing his words at us. R’ Shimon Schwab z¢”I writes
that the double expression of “Nachamu” refers to the end
of the first golus in Bavel after 70 years, and the second
golus initiated by Rome, known as “Golus Edom.”

Thus, there are two types of consolation. They are found in
the first two posukim of this Haftorah. R’ Shamshon
Raphael Hirsch z#”’l explains that the second posuk: 9y 127"
"oV A0 - “Speak to the heart of Jerusalem,” is describing
the way Moshiach and the leaders of the Jewish people will

“speak to the heart” of Klal Yisroel. They will address and
soothe the strong emotions of the people who suffered so
terribly through the bitter years of exile and suffering. The
word “Lev” (heart) is written here in the singular, because
at that time, when Moshiach arrives, all of Klal Yisroel will
be - "INX 292 TN WNI" - “Like one man with one heart.”
This is the prerequisite for Moshiach’s arrival.

However, the Navi first addresses our intellect with the
words ™1y wr . These words speak about the perfect
justice of Hashem. When Moshiach comes, it will be so clear
that all that happened to our small, battered nation collectively
(first Nachamu) and individually (second Nachamu) was
200d and necessary for the Master Plan of the World.

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall
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The juxtaposition of these two posukim seems baffling. In fact, Rashi says, the posuk "nnin nNw" is not connected to the
previous posuk dealing with the cities of refuge Moshe set up, but rather to the subsequent posukim dealing with the laws and
testimonies given to Klal Yisroel. Yet, perhaps we can explain the connection based on the words of the Kli Yakar who
quotes the Chazal that although Moshe Rabbeinu knew that the vV5pn»y wouldn’t take effect until after the Nation arrived in
Israel, nevertheless he grabbed the opportunity and seized the moment to establish them now. Says the Kli Yakar, the lesson
we learn is that its not all about the finished product, but any part of a mitzvah is priceless. And that is the message we must
learn here. The mishna in Avos says, "W MoN>NN TOY XD - one is not required to finish the work, but at least get it started.

Thus, "nnin o’ - This is the Torah, this message is applicable to all facets of our Toradika life. So many times we refrain
from embarking on a new project, a new masechta, or any undertaking out of fear that we won’t see it through to its
completion. This is wrong. It’s not only the final product that counts, but the effort invested every step of the way. It’s been
said in the name of R’ Yisroel Salanter z#’/, the following Yiddish euphemism: §INT DX - NV JNVIN NOUN VY GINT PN
"WV 0. And, he adds, even if you don’t reap the benefits directly, the posuk says 7NN 712 72 2V» WNY" your children will
enjoy your efforts. And might we add - "0 NN N states the posuk - you yourself may be zoche to enjoy longevity!

This concept is very appropriate for Shabbos Nachamu. We tend to think, “Can our actions actually bring the Geulah when
so many doros before us haven’t succeeded?”” The answer is you just have to try and you never know - it may just be the very
last few bricks of the Bais HaMikdash that we are missing, and our actions can complete it. Now that is a real nechama! Let us
add those last few bricks and be zoche to the words of the Navi, "mmain 95 0N 1w ' ony»", speedily and in our days.
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Yom: A mashgiach from a certain yeshivah in Israel came to
R’ Aharon Leib Steinman z#”l and sought the Rosh
Yeshivah’s guidance on how to deal with a specific bochur.
For quite some time, this student had been misbehaving
and not following the rules and regulations of the yeshivah.
All the positive measures had been exhausted, and now the

yeshivah’s only option was expulsion.

“We warned him,” the mashgiach said, ‘“but he continued.
He’s finished here now, and he cannot stay in yeshivah.”

R’ Steinman was truly pained to hear this. “Are you sure
you tried everything? Is there nothing else to be done?”

“We tried everything, and I'm telling the Rosh Yeshivah,
it was mamash erech apayim,” the mashgiach insisted.

R’ Steinman gave a deep groan. “What’s his name?”” he
asked. “And what’s his mother’s name?”

“I don’t know,” the mashgiach said with a shr

“What?!” R* Steinman demanded, now clearly agitated.
“You didn’t daven for this bochur? You didn’t try to use
tefillah to turn him around? What are you, a policeman?”

He was in such an agitated state, that R” Steinman told
the mashgiach to leave, R’ Shlomo Bussu shlit’a, who was
present at the time recalled, and went so far as to speak to
the Rosh Yeshivah and tell him to find another mashgiach.
Yems: The parsha begins with Moshe Rabbeinu imploring
Hashem to reverse His decree and allow Moshe to enter
Eretz Yisroel. Chazal tell us of the importance of tefillah
and how it can help a person who is going through a
difficult period. It is a clear lesson to all of us that we should
employ fefillah in everything we do and even to assist
others in their time of need. And if a person feels like he’s
tried everything and cannot see another way through a
trying experience, he should use tefillah. For simply trying
to right a wrong makes one nothing more than a policeman.
Davening to correct a wrong, is how a Yid talks to Hashem.
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The Levush brings a fascinating explanation of the 7 Haftorahs that we read after Tisha B’Av called, "NnnnyT nyav”. This
week we read the words, “Nachamu Nachamu Ami,” when Hashem tells Klal Yisroel that they should be comforted after all of
the hardship that they suffer in exile. But Klal Yisroel answers Hashem in the Haftorah of Parshas Ekev, “Vatomer tzion
azavani Hashem V’Hashem shichaichani - And she (Klal Yisroel) says, ‘But You have left tziyon and Hashem You have

forgotten us.”” They continue to cry to Hashem in the Haftorah of Parshas Reah. “Aniya Soara lo nuchama - We are afflicted

and storm tossed, we cannot be consoled.” But Hashem addresses our worries and fears and tells us very clearly in the
Haftorah of Parshas Shoftim that there really is only one way in the world that we can ever be comforted and that is, “Anochi
Anochi Hu Menachemchem - It is I, ONLY I, Who can truly comfort you”! This message is deep and powerful. We have been
suffering as a people for close to 2000 years. We have been tormented as a nation and we are undergoing unimaginable pain on
an individual level as well. There are so many #zaros that our brothers and sisters are going through that sometimes we feel that
it is too much. We just can’t go on anymore. We wish we could find the words to comfort others and we cannot find the words.
We don’t even know what to say. So Hashem tells us, “Don’t worry my beloved nation, I will comfort you. I will show you
how all of this suffering was for your good, it was all out of love. I, who created your hearts, will comfort your hearts. Daven to
Me, and I will comfort you.” May we all be zoche to feel the comfort of Hashem who loves us, and May He finally bring us out
of this long and excruciating exile to Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh with the coming of Mashiach, very very soon.




