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A SERIES IN HALACHA o B
LIVING A"TORAH" DAY ﬂwy Db
Chag HaPesach: Relevant Halachos for Yom Tov (2)
Krias HaTorah. In Eretz Yisroel, where only seven days of
Yom Tov are celebrated, the final Shabbos - which for Bnei
chutz I'aretz (those who live outside Israel) is the last day of
Pesach - is a regular Shabbos. They will read Parshas Acharei
Mos, while in chutz 'aretz, we will read the Kriah of Acharon
shel Pesach. As a result, in Eretz Yisroel they will be one week
ahead in the order of the parshiyos until the end of Tammuz,
when Parshos Matos and Masei will be read together, allowing
chutz I'aretz to catch up to Eretz Yisroel, who will only read
Parshas Masei that Shabbos. Guests from Eretz Yisroel and
talmidim, students and all those who are going back after
Pesach will be missing the kriah of one Parsha, Parshas
Acharei Mos. To get around this problem, many shuls in many
cities do the following: On the last day of Pesach by Mincha,
when the regular Krias Hatorah is the first part of Acharei Mos
(till shaini), two aliyos are given as usual and the third aliyah
does not end at shaini but continues until the end of the Sedrah.
Of course, ten people who are willing to stay the whole time are
needed, and such a minyan must be scheduled early enough to
read the entire parsha and daven Mincha in its proper time.
A Nagging Question. Why must we, in chutz ’aretz, have to
lag behind and have this discrepancy of parshiyos for so many
weeks? Why do we wait and incur many shailos for those who
travel during this time-period to Eretz Yisroel, both regarding
Krias Hatorah as well as the mitzvah obligation of X0 ow”
"o N TN? Why don’t we arrange it so that we catch up the
next week and read both Acharei Mos and Kedoshim (which
are parshiyos that are usually read together anyway), while in
Israel they can just read Parshas Kedoshim? The answer is (1)
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that even though many Sedros can and do go together, it is only
because they have a common content. For example Tazria and
Metzorah go together because they both speak about the laws of
a leper. Similarly, Acharei Mos and Kedoshim both discuss the
issurim and consequences of forbidden marriages. Therefore,
whenever the Sages picked two parshiyos to join together, they
generally chose two that have a common content. Obviously,
Parshas Matos and Masei, which both discuss the conclusion of
Brnei Yisroel’s sojourn in the desert and their imminent entry
into Eretz Yisroel, are deemed to be more ‘“‘content-connected”
than any of the other parshiyos during this period.

NI 9NN X9 0. When is the earliest time period that one
can fulfill this obligation? Usually we fulfill this obligation by
“saying it with the Tzibbur” (2) which means from the time the
Tzibbur (public) begins laining the new parsha on Shabbos
afternoon. (According to some Rishonim this means actually
from after one hears the Kriah by Mincha; others hold that it
means the beginning of the next halachic day, which is Motzei
Shabbos. Both opinions are brought in Darkei Moshe (3) and the
Mishna Berura @ rules leniently that one can start after Mincha,
while others feel that the simple wording of the Shulchan Aruch
indicates that Motzei Shabbos is the earliest time.) This year,
when the first day of Pesach is Shabbos but we do not read
Acharei Mos, and outside of Eretz Yisroel we don’t even read
this parsha on the second Shabbos, can we still start from the
Shabbos Mincha of the week before? Contemporary Poskim
argue about this. Knei Bosem ) is strict, while Shevet Halevi
© 18 lenient. It is better to fulfill all opinions by waiting till after
Yom Tov ends to do "Nipn o but if one is lenient and starts
this mitzvah earlier (on Yom Tov), he has upon whom to rely.
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Reb Yosef Peretz Halevi Biller shlit’a would say:
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“The ultimate goal of the Leil HaSeder is to elevate a Jew and bring him up to the highest level he can be. This is

alluded to in the various mitzvos we do at the Seder. Man is a microcosm of the world. The world is composed of four
states of matter: ©O™7 (inanimate object), NN (plant), >N (living-animal) and 9279 (speech-human). After Kiddush, we
begin the Seder by dipping a potato (0ny7) into saltwater. Then, we eat Matza and Maror (ny), followed by the
shank bone and the Afikoman, to commemorate the Korbon Pesach (n). Now that we have risen through the various
stages of the world, we are ready to say Hallel - for we have completed our task and reached the highest level of 7271n.”

Rabbi Moshe Hellman shlit’a DOES say:

““NDaN MM PINT 3 D1 M PaT Y - Now we are inviting people? Now its too late! Why didn’t the Gabbai
announce this at the end of davening? Furthermore, even if we have guests, how can they say these words and invite
other people to our table? Don’t our Sages teach us: 'NMN D90 NN PN’ - ‘A guest may not invite another guest’? The
pshat is that in truth, we really are very happy to have guests and we would even welcome more if we could. To prove it,
we tell our guests to invite others to our table, as if to say, ‘Not only am I happy that you’re here, invite others as well!”

A Wise Man would say: “If a window of opportunity presents itself, do not pull down the shade!”
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11
only Hashem Himself Who released us forever from the bondage and slavery of Egypt, that it was only Hashem Himself

Who punished the Egyptians and that it was only Hashem Himself Who took us out of Egypt.”

“Therefore,” concluded R’ Eliyahu to his disciple, “Moshe Rabbeinu’s name is not prominently mentioned in the
Haggadah. However, it is mentioned just this one time: Y72y NWN "N WX - ‘And they believed in Hashem and in
Moshe His servant.” The one and only time Moshe Rabbeinu’s name is mentioned in the entire Haggadabh is to tell us
that he is a true servant of Hashem, an 'y 72y, and not one who has any power of his own.” (Portraits of Prayer)
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The Ben Ish Chai, Chacham Rabbeinu Yosef Chayim of Baghdad zt’l relates a story that took place in his city.
There was a simple man, unlearned and poor, who would arrive every morning in the Beit Haknesset and daven in his
usual place at the back of the synagogue. He was very attentive to hear the words that other people were praying and
although he did not comprehend the Hebrew words that were being spoken, and he had trouble enunciating them
himself, he did appreciate the sound of the words being uttered and he was most respectful.

He would especially listen to the words of one man who sat in the front of the synagogue. This man was
well-respected, a scholar of note, and a pillar of the community. Every morning, when he would recite the portion of
"ympn N dealing with the Korbonos, the sacrifices that were brought in the Temple, he would sing out in a loud and
pleasant voice, "\WTN ™22 P ON) WN' (“These and these were burnt in the room of ashes.”). These words, which
were sung with such exuberance by the man in the front, made an impression on the simple man in the back. Day after
day, he would hear them, and convinced that they must be words of great import, he committed them to memory.

When his children were born, the simple Jew took up the practice of blessing his children before the Shabbat meal, on
Friday night. He would lovingly take each child in his arms and place his palms on their tiny heads. Then, with an air of
great solemnity, he would squeeze his eyes shut and intone his words of blessings: "JwTn 722 PaIw) YN WN'. He was
absolutely convinced that Hashem would hear his words of blessing and allow his family to grow and prosper.

On one occasion, the simple man had a guest had his table for the Friday night meal. The guest was a Talmid
Chacham from another city who was visiting. When the scholarly guest heard the words coming out of his host’s mouth
as he blessed his children, he jumped out of his chair and began to yell, “What are you saying? How can you say such
words? Do you wish to curse your children, rather than bless them, by burning them into a pile of ashes?”

The simple man had nothing to say. Indeed, his guest’s words frightened him and he was left speechless.

That very night, when the Talmid Chacham went to sleep, he heard a Heavenly voice in his dream, telling him that he
was wrong for stopping the simple man from blessing his children. The man had been so sincere and meant every word
as a blessing - not a curse - so who was he to say otherwise? In fact, the voice continued, whenever the father would
recite these words, Hashem Himself would take these five words and rearrange them into actual words of blessing. He
would negate the real meaning of the words, and transform them into gifts of benediction.

When Chacham Yosef Chayim heard this story, he explained it based on the words of the Medrash in Shir HaShirim:
"NANN Y WYY - The Holy One blessed be He said, “"nanN oy W) - even if you skip (WT) or read the words of Torah
incorrectly, I will still love you.”” Hashem will accept our words, even if we skip a few here and there, or forget to say a
letter. Even if it alters the entire meaning of the word, Hashem will change it into its proper meaning, for He loves us and
only wants to hear the correct words - no matter how we say it.

We see from here, says the Ben Ish Chai, that there are times when Hashem will take an evil decree and turn it into a
blessing. Even if we do not ask for it correctly, Hashem will ensure that it is not a negative effect, but rather a positive
outcome. It all depends on the intentions of the person; if one is worthy, Hashem will transform his words from bad to good!

Once, during the customary dancing by the Neilas HaChag in Bobov, the Rebbe, R’ Benzion Halberstam zt”],
joined in the long human chain and danced with the bochurim. The hour was late and the Beis Medrash was thrown into
total darkness, but the joyous singing and dancing continued for hours. At one point, when it was well after nightfall,
someone kindled a kerosene lamp and light illuminated the big room. Suddenly, everyone saw the Kedushas Zion with
his arms outstretched on a young bochur in front of him. Nobody, not even the bochur, had realized that the Rebbe was
dancing behind him and everyone was shocked. What was even more shocking was that this particular boy was not from
the brightest students in the Yeshivah, and while everyone was singing, "o © Typa1" (“When You split the Red Sea”),
he misunderstood the words and was singing "y© © PN PN PNI12” (“Dip into the Red Sea”). In his small mind, he
sincerely believed it was reference to the leniency of eating Gebruks (dipped matza) on the eighth and final day of
Pesach. The shocking part was that the Rebbe - not wishing to embarrass the boy - was singi_ng the same words with him!
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The many mitzvos which comprise the Yom Tov of
Pesach are prefaced in the Torah with an introduction of
"DWTN YN 002 M wNN" - which refers to the mitzvah of
Kiddush HaChodesh, the obligation of beis din to
determine the correct date for the beginning of each new
month. The Seforno explains why this mitzvah relates
particularly to Pesach, as follows: “HaChodesh Hazeh
lachem” this month of Nisan is for you, for in Nisan you are
elevated to the exclusive status of Am Hanivchar, the chosen
nation. “Rishon Hu Lachem L’chadshei Hashana” - from
now and onward, all months of the year, are yours as well.”

R’ Mordechai Gifter zt”’l, Rosh Yeshivah of Telshe,
explains the deeper significance of the word "025" to mean
that Am Yisroel is empowered to rule over and define time,
rather than allow time to control them. The essence of
geulah, redemption, is the ability to choose and chart one’s
own course. The geulah of Pesach is what gave Am
Yisroel the ability to elevate the time, with no constraints
or limitation. We, as a people, are always able to connect
with Hashem and engage in His mitzvos freely.

R’ Gifter continues. The Torah stresses that the months
are "D37" - only for you, excluding the nations of the
world. The nations of the world may seem free as well,

they live an easy and non-restricting lifestyle. This,
however, is far from true freedom. Cheirus (Freedom)
from the perspective of the Torah is one’s ability to allow
his neshama, his inner soul, to dictate and remain
uninfluenced from all exterior forces. Cheirus means that a
person is able to rule over his surroundings rather than be
ensnared in the many obstacles the world presents.

Rabbi Shlomo Price shlit’a recalls how he once
personally witnessed the “freedom” that the world
preaches, where one is so free that he becomes addicted to
his own freedom and he can’t stop even when he wants to.

A certain fellow who strayed off the path of Torah
wished to return. The fellow was invited to Yeshivat Neveh
Zion for Shabbos. He arrived Friday afternoon with his car.
However, when Shabbos morning came his car was gone,
and the fellow was nowhere to be seen.

One of the Rebbeim gave a sicha about “freedom” and
explained what happened. Friday night, the fellow went into
his room to sleep. He couldn’t sleep and began pacing the
floor. The rabbi who lived next door heard him and came in
to speak with the fellow. The fellow said that he didn’t want
to desecrate Shabbos, but he had such a terrible urge to do
so. He couldn’t remember the last time that he didn’t go for
his “Shabbos ride.” The rabbi spoke to him and thought he
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Seconds after his desperate offer, a shabbily dressed
man, tall and athletic-looking, walks into the train station.
Knowing nothing of what happened or of the man’s offer,
he sees someone stuck on the tracks. He jumps down, lifts
the man back onto the platform with one hand, and jumps
up himself. Moments later, the train whizzes into the station.

Pandemonium breaks loose, but our inadvertent hero
wants no part of the excitement. He walks onto the waiting
train, takes his seat, and like he does every day, promptly
dozes off. A reporter who witnessed the entire episode
follows the hero onto the train and tries to get his story.
He’s a hero, he saved a life, doesn’t he want some glory,
some reward, at least to meet the guy he saved?

“Leave me alone,” the hero replies. “I don’t know
anything about saving a life. All I know is that I am a
dishwasher at a large midtown restaurant. Last night there
was a major party, but I left work early because my friend
had seats to the Yankees game. If I don’t get those dishes
washed before my boss shows up this morning, I'll lose
my job. My luck, I rush to the train and there is a guy on
the rails. I know if he gets run over we will have a major
delay. I was able to get to him before the train did. Now
leave me alone and let me get my daily nap.”

Meanwhile, the would-be victim, recovering from shock,
feels guilty - not only did he not give the guy a reward, he
didn’t even get to thank him. A few days later, he picks up a
newspaper and finds the reporter’s account of the shocking
rescue. So the so-called “hero” didn’t risk his life to save a
human being, after all! He risked it for some dirty dishes!
What a relief! Now he can sleep calmly, he tells himself, as
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no reward is called for in this case, and no gratitude is owed.

Swm): This man is so wrong! Gratitude is not exclusively,
or even primarily, about the recipient. It is about the type
of grateful person we want to be and the type of life we
want to lead. Moshe showed gratitude to the Nile River
when he was saved by the water as a tiny infant. The water
didn’t “intend” to save Moshe, nor did it have “feelings”
that were “hurt” by the plague of blood; yet the Torah
teaches us that it was owed an element of gratitude.

Appreciation comes from a heightened sensitivity to all
that we have in our lives, the miracles, both hidden and
open, that we experience daily. We wake up in the
morning and the first thing we say is “Modeh Ani” - thank
you, Hashem, for giving us another day. And as the day
goes on, we make blessings on the water we drink and the
flowers we smells, on the gift of sight and the ability to
walk, for a clap of thunder or a bolt of lightning.

It is this gratitude that overwhelms us on Pesach, and
fills us with a yearning to be better, to enhance our avodas
Hashem, performance of mitzvos and study of Torah. It
should encourage us to say with great feeling and sincerity,
“Therefore we are obligated to thank and praise Hashem
for all the miracles done to our ancestors and to us; He
took us from slavery to freedom, from agony to joy, from
darkness to a great light.” No matter whether it is the water
or the dishwasher, let us experience those feelings of
gratitude. Let us express our appreciation to our spouses and
parents, our loyal friends and dedicated teachers? And most
importantly, truly feel the love of Hakadosh Boruch Hu,
‘Who created us to enjoy that satisfaction and contentment.

a4 \ o E ¢ o (am () A % Y)Y YN 4 . -y (i ‘

LW NIW TWIN TP DININ 1991 mwash oy
(o5 S prawd xp) T3 1TIY MDY IS BMANM AN BT INT™

R’ Yaakov of Mishklov zt”1 once asked his holy rebbi, the Gaon of Vilna zt”1, why Moshe Rabbeinu is not
mentioned at all in the Haggadah. After all, he is the most central figure in the episode of Bnei Yisroel leaving
Mitzrayim. The Vilna Gaon replied that Moshe Rabbeinu’s name is in fact mentioned in the Haggadah - once. He
quoted the posuk: “And they believed in Hashem and in Moshe His servant.”

“I still don’t understand,” R” Yaakov persisted. “Since Moshe played such a pivotal role in Bnei Yisroel going out of
Mitzrayim, his name should be sprinkled all throughout the Haggadah. It is mentioned one time, quoting the posuk by
Krias Yam Suf, but otherwise it is totally omitted. It almost seems as if the omission is deliberate.”

The Gaon answered, “Your point is exactly correct. It is a deliberate omission. The Haggadah is teaching us that

while Moshe Rabbeinu’s role in leading Bnei Yisroel out of Mitzrayim was a very important one, nevertheless, Moshe
himself was incidental to the Exodus. In other words, Bnei Yisroel did not leave Mitzrayim because Moshe Rabbeinu
took them out. Hashem took Bnei Yisroel out of Mitzrayim and Hashem utilized Moshe Rabbeinu to accomplish it. (This
is one of the reasons why Moshe had a speech impediment; so people should not claim that Moshe used his persuasive
and articulate tongue to convince Pharaoh to release Bnei Yisroel, or to convince the Jews to submit themselves to him.)
If, for whatever reason, Moshe had not led the Jewish people out of Egypt, someone else would have done it.”

“Moshe Rabbeinu’s role is downplayed,” continued the Gaon, “in order for us to properly understand that, in
actuality, no single individual played a role in our exodus other than Hashem Himself. The posukim in the Torah that
discuss Yetzias Mitzrayim and the miracles that were done (in Parshas Vaera) teach us to clearly comprehend that it was
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Bezras Hashem, this Friday night, we will all sit down
to the much anticipated Seder. So much preparation, so
much time and energy has gone into making this a
beautiful Yom Tov. We make sure that the house is
spotless, all the children have fresh, clean clothing and all
the shopping and cooking is complete. The mounds of
potato peals in the garbage alone can testify to the extreme
amounts of food we consume over Yom Tov. And that’s
just the potatoes! The cakes and desserts and elaborate
Yom Tov seudos take much time and effort to prepare. And
when all is said and done (after all, Pesach is only one
week), it’s not so much what was done than what was
said! In other words, what was done is what went into our
mouths, but what is said is what comes out!

One of the main mitzvos on Pesach is D80 Y N0,
This is the time, the great opportunity to truly “Pass-Over”
the foundations of Yiddishkeit to our children and grand-
children. If we show them that the most important thing
about Pesach is nice (expensive) clothing and sumptuous
banquets, and of course, an exciting Chol Hamoed trip,
then what have we really passed over? And what can we
hope for our children to pass over to their children?
Pesach is our privilege and responsibility to tell over to the
all future generations what being a Jew is all about.

R’ Avraham Hakohen Pam zt”l comments on the
Mishna in Avos: ©2%2 PoN Y PR MTVINN NN Mann 90"
(N0-)) "Nan - “One who scorns or belittles the holidays, has
no portion in the world to come.” This sounds extreme
and intense. Does this refer to one who doesn’t buy a new
suit for Yom Tov? Or is it talking about someone who
doesn’t have 3 different kinds of dessert on the table? Or
maybe it means that if you don’t take your kids on a major
oy, like a 3-day camping trip this Chol HaMoed, then
you have really belittled the Yom Tov! Rav Pam explains
that the purpose of any Yom Tov is to MEET Hashem - a
"1y" is a meeting point. The goal of every holiday - Pesach
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especially - is to infuse ourselves and our children with
RUCHNIUS, spirituality. On the night of the Seder, we sit
for hours speaking about the great miracles Hashem did for
us in Mitzrayim. We share numerous divrei Torah and
vertlach about the Haggadah and the night is filled with a
mystical quality and a holy, spiritual atmosphere.

But it is important to remember ... Chag HaPesach is eight
days long! There are numerous Yom Tov seudos, as well as
Chol Hamoed meals, that should be enjoyed with good food,
good company and geshmack divrei Torah and inspiration.
The days of Chol HaMoed are meant to be pleasurable,
spent with healthy doses of family and friends time, but it
too, must not pass without Torah and yiras shamayim. If all
we celebrate on Pesach is the physical gashmius, with
minimal ruchnius, then this is how we “scorn the holiday.”
This is what the Mishna refers to when it states
unequivocally, “he has no portion in the world to come.”

Today, we are blessed with so many books and seforim
containing wonderful stories and inspiring messages of
Emunah and Hashgacha Pratis to be read and shared
throughout the holiday. Let us make every day of the chag
a celebration of true Yiddishkeit. Let us talk to our children
about concepts such as Kedusha, Olam Haba, Mashiach,
Bitachon and Dveikus in Hashem. Let us take our children
to the Gedolim to receive berachos and bask in the
presence of their greatness. Let us allow our children to
share their own stories and feelings about their relationship
with Hashem. This Pesach, let Yiddishkeit come alive!

Let the real simcha of connecting ourselves to
RUCHNIUS be felt in our homes! Let us inflame and
excite our children with EMES - Toras Emes - not from
STUFF or FLUFF or BLUFF! Let them see and perceive
what is true, authentic Yiddishkeit - what it means to foster
a relationship with Hakadosh Boruch Hu! And may we all
be zoche to properly honor the holiday - all the holidays -

(T2 D) e
Swn: An “out-of-towner is traveling on a business trip to
New York, his first time in the “Big Apple.” His friends tell
him that in order to get the full NYC experience, he can’t
leave without riding the famous New York subway system.
A fearless and intrepid guy, he decides to give it a shot.

Like many in today’s day and age, our protagonist has a
serious disorder that is especially dangerous in a subway
stations. Alas, while trying to take a “subway-selfie,” he
becomes the latest casualty of cell phone distraction,
falling off the platform directly onto the train tracks.

and thereby merit a portion in Olam Haba!
YT 2371 D Swn
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The man goes into serious panic mode (possibly
because he dropped his cell phone), made all the worse by
the electronic sign counting down to the next train, now
expected in less than five minutes. Being from out of town,
he screams, he begs, he calls to his fellow platform- mates,
but to no avail. Realizing that if he doesn’t do something
drastic he will become just another statistic, and not
wishing to be remembered as just another person who has
found a really dumb way to die, he calls out that anyone
who saves him will get a $100,000 cash reward.

had calmed him down. He left the room. A short while later,
the rabbi heard the door next to his open and then close and
a few moments later a motor started. The man was gone.

“I ask you,” the rabbi in his sicha exclaimed. “Is this
freedom or slavery? The fellow is begging to not desecrate
the Shabbos, but since he is so addicted and enslaved with
his ‘freedom’ and non-conformity, he simply cannot break
off the shackles that force him to be ‘free’!”

Fortunate is one who uses his freedom to choose life,
and lives the ultimate experience of freedom; woe is to one
who enslaves the gift of choice to his Yetzer Hara.

(MDD 5 F1aM) ... TSI T T DMIND DN 9505 mammn 5o
The Gemara (ron9x0) teaches: “The best medicine is
silence .... if a word costs one selah (coin) then silence costs
0.” Chazal impart to us in many places the advantage of
silence over speech. Yet on the night of Pesach, we say in
no uncertain terms: “The more one talks about the Exodus
from Egypt, it is praiseworthy.” Indeed, in the famous song
known as “Dayeinu’” we thank Hashem for each individual
miracle that He performed for us at that time. Then we
repeat all of the miracles twice in the main paragraph and
sum it up with, ".. 72 MO NN YY" - certainly we should
thank Him for doing the miracles, and then we list them all a
third time. Why are we so verbose and repetitious?

R’ Shloime Brevda zt”] answers with a very moving
parable. A poor and sick holocaust survivor made it to the
shores of America where he was taken in by his uncle who
treated him with love and tenderness. He fed and clothed him.
He outfitted him from top to bottom. He took his nephew to
the best doctors until he was cured. He taught him English
and how to run a store, eventually buying him one to
manage. Afterwards, he found him a wife and bought him a
house. The young couple was blessed with many children.

Many years later, at the wedding of the nephew’s oldest
child, the nephew whispered in his uncle’s ear, “My dear
uncle, I must thank you for all the goodness you have
bestowed upon me.” His uncle, however, responded with
harsh words. “Is this how you show appreciation to me?” he
asked. Startled, the nephew asked, “How then should I do it?”

His uncle responded, “You should say, ‘My dear uncle,
only I remained from my family, lonely, weak, sick and
poor. With your great mercy, you fed me, clothed me, and
healed me, etc. etc. All that I have in my entire life, you
gave to me. If I live a thousand years, I would not be able to
thank you properly ...” This is how you show appreciation.”

When it comes to being Makir Tov, we shouldn’t skimp on
our words. On the contrary, the more we talk about how bad
off we were, the more we’ll understand the vast goodness of
Hashem. The more we stress that we can never thank Him
enough no matter how long we live, we will be praiseworthy.
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A custom dating back to the olden days of the Talmud,

was that the wealthy and noble class would recline while
they ate, whereas simple poor people would eat while seated
on the floor. Reclining is indicative of a person of leisure, of
royalty, as the Rambam writes, “In the manner that kings
and important people eat.” The importance of leaning at the
Seder is to emphasize that since we were slaves in Egypt and
now we are free men, therefore we must act in accordance
with our new status. Since it was the custom of noblemen to
eat while reclining on a sofa or on cushions, we too, are
obligated to eat as noblemen who recline.

One might wonder: eating in the manner of kings and
aristocrats may seem appropriate and yet, it also smacks
from arrogance and haughtiness! True, we remind ourselves
of how Hashem took us out of slavery and made us into free
men - but acting out the role of noblemen in a manner that
we would never think to do all year round, is quite another
thing altogether! Don’t our Sages warn us numerous times
about the evils of haughtiness, the least of which is the
dictum: “One who acts with conceit is as if he served idols.”

The great Tunisian Gaon, Chacham Dovid Hakohen
zt”’1 (Misgav Ladach) explains that our noble manner on the
night of Pesach is not for the sake of arrogance; it is for the
sake of Hashem. We do it ©nw bw? - to regale our children,
our brothers, our families, with supernatural stories of the
greatness of the Almighty! We act out the part of aristocracy,
of royal subjects who look upon our King with awe and
admiration for all that He did for us back when we were
slaves. And above all, we act in a manner of pure, righteous
nobility to counter and atone for all those times that we acted
with debased conceit and hauteur throughout the year.

This is alluded to, says the Chacham, in the posukim.
First it states: "2 nwyn XY mon ON" - “Molten Gods you
shall not make for yourself,” followed immediately with:
(M,p-19 TMNY) "mwn M8PN N NN - “The festival of Matzos
(Pesach) you shall keep.” This is to teach us that although
acting with arrogance is a form of creating an Avoda Zara
for oneself, nevertheless, on the night of Pesach, one
should keep the practice of reclining in a royal and noble
manner, for on this night alone, it will not only be a source
of Kiddush Hashem, it will also bring a great Tikkun
(rectification) for our souls.
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The last siman of the Pesach Seder - the fifteenth and
final section - is known as Nirtzah. The Baal Haggadah
makes it clear that "n »a% »¥1 > M0 9705 NYY oX" - “If
one has conducted the Seder as instructed, he causes great
satisfaction to Hashem.”

The Belzer Rebbe zt”] writes that the numerical value




of "Ny (345) equals the numerical value of "nwn" -
Moshe Rabbeinu. This is to signify that by the time we
have reached this portion of the Seder, we have performed
the mitzvos as laid down by Moshe Rabbeinu. We have
eaten the marza and the maror, drank all four cups of
wine, and recited the sippur and Hallel, all according to
halacha. However, a Jew is not only a person of
discipline, a robotic figure who strictly adheres to every rule

and regulation which he is obligated to keep. He also
possesses a lofty soul and great depths of feeling, which
makes him desire to pour his heart out in praise and
gratitude for the great bounty that Hashem has given him.
He yearns with a great longing to come closer to Hakadosh
Boruch Hu, to bask in His Presence. This leads him to
declare "ny" - “My aim to satisfy the Almighty for I
possess a deep and abiding love for my Creator.”
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Chazal debate whether or not eating Charoses at the
Seder is a mitzvah. Although it is certainly not in the same
category as matza, maror and the four cups of wine, still
the Gemara (ywop ono9) tells us that spice-dealers in
Jerusalem would yell out their shop windows, “Spices for
the mitzvah!” This was a reference to Charoses. In truth,
the essence of Charoses is that it should be tart, like
apples, and thick like mud. On a personal level, Charoses
brings back fond memories of my dear parents 0"y, who
would make the most delicious Charoses and distribute it
on Erev Pesach to all our neighbors, friends and relatives,
since most of them did not know how to make it with the
correct ingredients and the proper “Yehi Ratzon.”

The understanding behind the Charoses mixture is
explained by Rashi (in Pesachim) who offers two distinct
interpretations. 1- It is a reminder of the (tart) apple trees
in Egypt under which the Jewish women delivered six
babies at one time (NN ©192 NWV). 2- It is a reminder of
the mud and straw, the mortar for the bricks the Jews
made as slaves. The Medrash in Parshas Shemos states
that the harshest labor that was performed in Mitzrayim
was making the mortar. In halacha it is brought that when
we make the Charoses, we should add one ingredient - red
wine. The redness is to remind us of the blood of the
Jewish children who were killed when their unfortunate
parents were unable to fill their daily quota of producing
600 bricks. This is the final ingredient in the Charoses.

And yet, the question remains: doesn’t it seem odd to add
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We begin the Haggadah by describing matza as “the
bread of affliction” that our forefathers ate in Mitzrayim.
Later on, towards the end of Maggid, we ask: “What is the
reason for this matza? It is because our forefathers were
driven out of Mitzrayim and did not have enough time for
their dough to ferment and rise.” Okay ... so which is it?
Do we eat matza because our forefathers ate it as slaves in
Mitzrayim, or do we eat it because it reminds us of the
matzos of freedom that our forefathers baked on their
backs marching out of Mitzrayim?

ingredients that make the Charoses tasty even though, like
the second explanation of Rashi, its purpose is to remind us
of the most bitter and backbreaking labor that we were
forced to do? This seems like a paradox in the extreme.

My machshava here is based on what many of the
Seforim Hakedoshim tell us; that the harsh work Bnei
Yisroel did in Mitzrayim was, in truth, the main reason why
the Ribono shel Olam redeemed us 190 years earlier than
was originally destined. Hashem told Avraham: wy oy7ay’
"MV NNND VIR ONN - “They will be enslaved and tortured
for four hundred years.” But in the end, we left Egypt after
210 years. This was a chessed that Hashem did because of
the terribly harsh labor. It is well known what the Vilna
Gaon zt”] writes about the the frop (musical cantillation)
on the words "OMN N VD" - “And they embittered their
lives.” Tt is a "NoWN) NDTP" - a soaring note, which literally
means to hurry up, to go quicker. Homiletically, cites the
Gaon, these musical notes teach us that Bnei Yisroel left
Egypt quicker than was planned because of the intense
bitterness of their labor. One might add to this thought that
the gematria of "NowW NnTP" is precisely 190, which is the
exact number of years that Hashem removed from the
original decree of Golus that was forecast to Avraham
Avinu by the Ribono shel Olam.

Thus, it was due to the bitterness that the decree was
sweetened! And we make a sweet/tart/red tasty
combination for Charoses, even though it is made to
commemorate the backbreaking labor. In short, because of
the bitterness, the results were sweet!

The answer is fairly obvious. This is the marza that was
eaten both during the bitter years of servitude and also as
they marched to their freedom. Matza represents both sides
of the coin - the ups and downs of life, the failures and
triumphs, the despair and hope in our lives. The matza that
we eat at the Seder speaks for itself because it has a life of
its own. It brings back memories of horror and pain,
bitterness during the dark times of our history, terrible
memories of persecution, of pogroms, of the Holocaust, of
terrorism and anti-Semitism. But at the same time, matza
symbolizes the ongoing Jewish story of hope, of redemption
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Mozambique, a war-torn, lawless country to gain another Jew’s freedom. He was accompanied by Congressman Gilman,

and joined by Mrs. Markus, who flew in from Israel. After spending the first night of Pesach as guests of the
Johannesburg community in South Africa, they continued on to the dangerous border region of Mozambique.

The group boarded a small plane to Manzini, Swaziland, deep in the African backwoods. Ben Gilman was very
anxious, especially as they were taken by jeep on the long, dusty road to the border town of Gaba, where Miron Markus
was being held. In that very spot, two foreign missionaries had been shot dead just two weeks earlier. Ronnie kept
reminding Ben Gilman that their mission had been blessed by Rabbi Feinstein and there was nothing to worry about.
They ate matza at the border and davened the holiday prayers with extra intent, praying that their mission be successful.

The pair arrived at the Mozambique prison late on Pesach night, accompanied by the prisoner’s wife, where they
were met by a dazed, blinking Miron Markus, who had been blindfolded and was certain he was being led out to be shot.

Mrs. Markus began to shout, “That’s my husband!” and collapsed. Ronnie greeted Markus and hugged him tight. “Do
you know what day it is today?”” an exultant Rabbi Greenwald asked the freed captive.

“I don’t know the month, the day, or the hour,” Markus replied hesitantly, in Hebrew.

“Hayom Chag HaPesach - Zman Cheiruteinu! Today is the holiday of Pesach, the time of our freedom!” he informed
him. Markus smiled, probably his first in twenty-one months. “It was one of the high points of my life,” Ronnie would
reminisce proudly. He never forgot that smile.

“Israel will have peace with the Arabs when they love their children more than they hate us.” - Prime Minister Golda Meir.

On July 17, 2014, the day when a five-hour ceasefire had been brokered by the U.N. between Israel and Hamas, over
100 rockets were fired from the Gaza Strip into Southern Israel. Operation Protective Edge was the Israeli military
operation aimed at stopping rocket fire from Gaza into Israel, which had increased after an Israeli crackdown on Hamas
in the West Bank was launched following the kidnapping and murder of three Israeli teenagers by Hamas members.
What the world did not know at the time was that the rockets were a distraction. Hamas actually planned to use a terror
tunnel in order to launch a devastating attack against Israeli civilians.

The story gets even more interesting. Three weeks before the ground war began on July 17, R’ Aharon Samet
shlit’a, a dayan in the Eidah Charedis, led a chabura of Jews from Bnei Brak who were harvesting wheat to bake
matzos for Pesach. This group harvests the wheat every summer when the sun beats down on the fields, thoroughly
drying out the wheat. It is then stored until the winter when the chabura begins the production and baking of matzos.

On a Chareidi radio program, R’ Samet told the story of the great miracle which occurred for the people of Israel
thanks to his chabura’s efforts. “This year, we were getting ready for the upcoming Shmitta year (agricultural
sabbatical). As a result, this summer we harvested wheat grain for two years. We searched the whole country, looking for
wheat which was sown late in the season and needed rain which fell late. At Kibbutz Sufa, very close to the Gaza border,
we found an entire field sown in mid-January, an unusual occurrence, and came across almost 2000 acres of green wheat
which was perfect for our needs.”

“We harvested the wheat,” said R” Samet, “and ran into IDF soldiers, military police, as well as undercover officers
who came to check out who we were.” The Gaza air campaign of Operation Protective Edge was already underway, and
the Yidden from Bnei Brak were able to clearly see clouds of smoke billowing over Gaza and hear the air raid sirens
while they were busy harvesting and transferring the wheat to trucks. They then hurriedly moved it all in the direction of
the processing plants near Masmiya for cleaning, fumigating and tithing the wheat.

When they had completed the harvest and processing, they left the area and didn’t give it another thought. Only weeks
later when the fighting between Israel and Hamas was at its peak did these Jews realize the significance of their actions.

On July 17, 2014, a homicide tunnel opened up on the Israeli side of the border, and 13 Hamas terrorists emerged
intent on murdering, maiming, and taking Israeli men, women and children captive. They infiltrated from Gaza and the
tunnel’s entrance opened up at the exact spot near Kibbutz Sufa where R’ Samet and his chabura had been harvesting.
The terrorists were shocked to discover that their natural camouflage - the giant wheat field that they had been planning
to hide in - had totally disappeared. The now empty field allowed IDF surveillance to spot the terrorists immediately as
they emerged from their hole, opening fire on them and dropping a bomb on them from above. The terrorists were
neutralized and many Jewish lives were saved by the grace of Heaven.

Commenting on this miraculous development, Givati Brigadier Commander Col. Ofer Winter concluded, “Soldiers
experience so many miracles that it is impossible not to believe in G-d.”




other nights?’ In other words, we, the Jewish children of Hashem will ask, ‘Tatte, why is this terrible, dark exile longer
than all the other exiles we have previously endured? When will this long night end - and the light of the Geulah - the
arrival of Moshiach Tzidkeinu - will shine forth?’”

As he uttered these last words, the Shpoler Zeide could not contain his emotions and he burst into bitter tears. “Father
in Heaven, redeem us quickly from the exile while we are only in a ‘half sleep’ and our hearts still remain awake!
Hashem, do not wait until we fall into a slumber so deep that we can never be awakened!” All those at the table who
witnessed this scene were shaken to the core with a desire for repentance, many weeping from the depths of their souls.

But R’ Aryeh Leib abruptly interrupted this sad mood. Brightening appreciably, he called out, “Kinderlach, children,
let us have some liveliness at the Seder, and give our Father a little ‘nachas.” Let us show Him that His ‘kleina
kinderlach’ - small children, can dance and be joyful even in this deep darkness!” And with that, the Tzaddik, who was
renowned as an exceptional dancer, began to twirl around in a dance of spiritual rapture.
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‘What motivates a man to risk his safety, his life, and that of his family, to help brothers he has never met before? In
an interview given a few of years ago by Hamodia’s Inyan Magazine, Rabbi Ronnie (Reuven) Greenwald z”’l, the
legendary Jewish statesman, international diplomat, community activist - a man who made a career of spy trading,
hostage mediation, and other forms of high-stakes diplomacy - gave a very candid - and telling - response.

“I was learning with my chavrusa in Telshe Yeshivah,” he recalled in the interview, “and we were studying the
halacha that permits the sale of a Sefer Torah for the mitzvah of pidyon shvuyim, freeing captives. I commented to my
chavrusa that this is a mitzvah that we Americans never get a chance to do. Little did I know then that I would spend
many decades of my life traveling the world in order to fulfill this mitzvah.”

Among his numerous accomplishments on the national and international scene, Ronnie Greenwald, working
alongside Congressman Ben Gilman, negotiated the complicated rescue of a 24-year-old Israeli citizen named Miron
Markus. Rabbi Greenwald was approached by a French businessman and member of the Israeli Knesset, and asked to
get involved to effect the release of Anatoly (Natan) Sharansky, who was then imprisoned as a refusenik in the Soviet
Union. Ronnie traveled to East Germany, and appeared in the office of a key Communist lawyer, Wolfgang Vogel,
looking, in his own words, “about as conspicuous as a three-headed giraffe!”

He proposed a swap between the famous refusenik Sharansky and Robert Thompson, a former U.S. official in East
Berlin, who had been arrested in 1963 after the FBI received evidence that he was passing classified secrets to the
communists, and sentenced to thirty years in a U.S. prison. Now, proposed Rabbi Greenwald, the U.S. would swap
Thompson for Sharansky. Vogel demurred, saying that Sharansky was off the table, whereupon Ronnie, at the urging of
the French Knesset member, suggested exchanging Thompson for Miron Markus instead. Markus was an Israeli citizen
living in South Africa who had an appliance business that required him to travel periodically to Zimbabwe (called
Rhodesia at the time). Zimbabwe was a battle-fatigued country, and its neighbors were no better.

In 1978, Markus was traveling in a private plane, piloted by his brother-in-law, Jackie Bloch, heading to Zimbabwe,
when bad weather forced them to land in the middle of a field in Mozambique, an African Communist client state of the
Soviet Union. They were immediately accosted by officials of Mozambique’s Marxist government and accused of
spying for Israel. Tragically, Jackie Bloch was shot and killed on the spot, while Markus was taken prisoner and held in
solitary confinement. By the time Ronnie got involved, Markus had already been held hostage for a year.

Rabbi Greenwald realized it was a long shot, but this was a matter of pidyon shvuyim. He called Congressman Ben
Gilman from Israel, even though it was 5:00 a.m. in America, to discuss the matter. Gilman, a former army pilot who
had been recognized for his heroism during World War II, was a close friend of Ronnie, who had facilitated his election
to Congress by urging the White House to support his campaign. Working in utmost secrecy, Ronnie Greenwald,
Congressman Gilman and other diplomats negotiated a complex swap that involved four countries: Mozambique, Israel,
the U.S. and East Germany. The other players in the prisoner swap were convicted East German spy Robert Thompson
and U.S. exchange student Alan van Norman. In the end, everyone got something.

The exchange was set for April 10, 1978. Markus’ actual release took place on the second night of Pesach, which fell
out on Motzei Shabbos. Ronnie asked a shaila to HaGaon R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”’] about traveling on Pesach. After
hearing all the relevant details, R” Moshe paskened, “Definitely, you must travel. Travel and be successful.”

Thus, on erev Pesach, as Klal Yisroel prepared to celebrate the Yom Tov of freedom, Ronnie prepared to travel to

and salvation. The matza that we eat speaks volumes, but have hope that the bigger half will emerge in the future to bg
each one of us has different thoughts based on our own life eaten, not as a poor man eats his bread, but as a sweet
experiences. That is why at the start of the Seder we break dessert while reclining in a display of joy and freedom.
the middle matza in two and make sure that one half is May the sweet taste of the Afikoman remain with us
bigger than the other, saving the larger half to eat later as the together with the message of hope for a life of nachas,
Afikoman. This is precisely the lesson of our lives - we always  arichas yamim and harchavas hadaas. Amen v’Amen.
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The customs of the Seder night are ancient and profound. They have been handed down for thousands of years,
generation after generation, and there is much to learn from the varied and unique procedures. From a very young age,
each and every Jewish child is taught the special mnemonic device to help remember the fifteen sections that make up
the Seder night. It begins: “Kaddesh, Urchatz, Karpas, Yachatz ....” It means, “Recite Kiddush, wash the hands, eat the
Karpas, break the middle matza ....” It has been a timeless custom for teachers to instill these words into the hearts and
minds of their smallest, most impressionable students, who then recite them on the Seder night, explaining each word in
Hebrew, often followed by a translation in the Yiddish vernacular.

The first word, “Kaddesh” is explained thusly: “When the father comes home from shul on the night of Pesach, he
puts on his kittel and makes Kiddush right away, so that the little children do not fall asleep without saying the Four
Questions, beginning with ‘Mah Nishtana.””

One year in the home of the Shpoler Zeide, R’ Aryeh Leib Saba zt”], his young son began the customary recitation
with the word “Kaddesh” and then proceeded with the Yiddish explanation, as follows: “Kaddesh .... When Tatty comes
home from shul on Pesach night, he must recite the kiddush immediately.” His explanation, however, went no further,
and after a few moments of silence, his father asked, “Nu? Why don’t you continue?”’

The little boy shrugged his shoulders. “My teacher didn’t tell me anything else to say,” replied the child.

The Shpoler Zeide then proceeded to tell his son the rest of the explanation, which continues: “ .... so that the little
children will not fall asleep and they will ask the Four Questions beginning with ‘Mah Nishtana .... why is this night
different from all other nights?””’

The following evening, on the second night of Pesach, the boy’s teacher was among the guests at the Shpoler Zeide’s
table. Right before the Seder began, the Tzaddik asked the teacher, “Why did you leave out part of the Kaddesh? Why
didn’t you teach the children the rest of the explanation that has been around for so many years?”

“Oh,” replied the teacher nonchalantly, “I didn’t think it was so important for a little child to know. Anyway, that is
not the most important part of the explanation.”

The Shpoler Zeide was unhappy with this reply. He simply couldn’t fathom why a teacher would do such a thing. He
said, “How do you dare take upon yourself to alter the venerable customs of our illustrious ancestors? You simply don’t
understand the depth and profundity of this teaching.” Immediately, however, the Shpoler Zeide calmed down and
smiled. “Listen, and I will explain the inner meaning of these words.”

R’ Aryeh Leib said, “The words ‘Kaddesh, Urchatz’ - they are the introduction to the whole Seder. In the Zohar it is
written that Rabbi Chiya opened up his discourse with the words from Shir Hashirim (Song of Songs), ¥ %25 me» NN’
(2-n) - ‘I am asleep but my heart is awake.” This means, ‘T am asleep during the Golus (exile)’ - the long and enduring
exile has caused the Jewish people to fall asleep, lacking the heights of spiritual sensitivity.

“Thus, the true meaning of the children’s words are, ‘When the Father comes home from shul on Pesach night’ -
when our Father in Heaven returns to His Abode on High and He sees that all the Jews, no matter how exhausted they
are from their preparations for the holiday, all go to shu! to pray and give thanks to Him, what does He do? ‘He puts on
his white kittel and recites the Kiddush right away’ - Hashem takes on the role of the chosson, the groom, and renews
His vow of betrothal to His deserted bride, the Jewish people, as it says in the Navi Hoshea: (X3-2) 'D2W9 % PRVINY -
‘And I will betroth you to Me forever.”

The Shpoler Zeide’s eyes were shining with a feverish glow. “And why must He do this with such haste? ‘So that the
little children will not fall asleep.’ The prophets often refer to the Jewish people as the precious children of Hashem. The
Almighty must act immediately to redeem His people, lest the deep slumber of the Exile totally overwhelms them (G-d
forbid), and they cannot be awakened, for in that case, the future redemption would be impossible.

“The end of the phrase is, ‘So that they will ask the question, ‘Mah Nishtana .... why is this night different from all




