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The Medrash explains that when Na'omi saw that Ruth was straining to
keep pace with her, she stopped trying to dissuade her from joining Klal
Yisroel. Why did Na'omi sense that it was time to desist from persuading
her to return to her former nation? ‘

The Vilna Gaon ZT"L quotes the gemara (.79 NySn &17) that R’
Yochanan was bathing in the Jordan river when he met Reish Lakish. He
noted the man's immense strength and told him, "Dedicate your strength to
Torah study." He promised to give his sister in marriage to Reish Lakish if
he would return and do teshuvah. As soon as Reish Lakish accepted upon
himself the yoke of Torah, he attempted to swim back across the river to
retrieve his clothes, but was unable to get there quickly. Rashi explains
that he was weakened because he had accepted the yoke of Torah.

The Gaon extends this thought to the case of Ruth. Na'omi perceived
that Ruth, who was much younger than she, could not keep pace with her
any longer. She realized that Ruth must be weak due to her acceptance of
the yoke of Torah and Mitzvos. Na'omi, therefore, refrained from further
attempting to dissuade her.
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R' Aryeh Leib of Metz ZT"L (The Sha'agas Aryeh) would say:
"Perhaps if the m7271 Ny - Ten Commandments were entered into
the community chronicles, rather than just being the word of Hashem,
people would take them more seriously!"

R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischa ZT"L would say:

"Hashem wants to see how we apply the Torah to our daily lives. The
true test of receiving the Torah is what one does with the Torah he has
received!"

R'Y. B. Selinger Shlit"a would say:
"The mark of a brave man is that he is willing to die nobly for a cause,
but the mark of a mature man is that he is willing to live nobly for one."
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"Unfortunately, there was a tremendous snowstorm, and the coachman
was unable to get the merchant to the fair on time. The merchant
thereupon sued the driver for his losses. When the case came before the
local Beis Din, the ruling went in the merchant's favor. The coachman,
however, was not reconciled to this ruling, and turned to the head Rov of
the Beis Din with a question. 'Rabbi," he asked, 'what date was the Torah
given?' The Rov told him, 'The sixth day of Sivan, why?' The coachman
exclaimed, 'That explains everything! The sixth of Sivan is right in the
beginning of the summer. Had the Torah been given in the winter, your
ruling would have been in accordance with my position!" "

Friedlander laughed aloud. "This coachman is obviously not too
bright. I can understand why he lost the case."

"And you," cried R' Zvi Hirsch, "sourid just like the coachman!"
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When the Jews came to Har Sinai, they camped at the foot of the
mountain. The word “camped” is expressed in its singular form as
opposed to the plural form, which teaches us that the people were united -
one man with one heart. The very next Posuk says, "And Moshe ascended
to Heaven and Hashem called to him from the mountain." This teaches us
that Yisrael set themselves to the task of preparing the camp, and Moshe
ascended to prepare himself for his approaching prophecy. How is it
possible to describe the activities of Moshe and the people in one breath?
Moshe Rabbeinu is preparing for the world's greatest revelation, and the
people are digging latrines and pounding in tent pegs!

R' Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT”L answers that when Bnei Yisroel
pitched camp, each one was concerned not with his own place, rather he
took the time to worry about his neighbor.The most distressing aspect of
the enslavement in Egypt was, that due to the strenuousness of the work,
the people didn't have enough physical and emotional strength to do
chessed with one another. But as soon as they had the opportunity, they
immediately began. Each one was making sure that his neighbor had a
good place to camp, that all of his needs were taken care of. Therefore,
Moshe Rabbeinu was able to ascend to Hashem to get the Torah. They
had demonstrated their true nature. May we always be a nation that does
Chessed, and each and every day be able to receive the Torah anew.

sk sk ok
sk sk ok
¢tk ok
s sk ok
sk sk
% ok ok
sk sk ok
k¢ sk sk
sk ok
s sk ok
sk ok
sk
sk sk ok
sk s sk
sk sk ok
sk e ok
sk ok
s s ok
sk s o
% ok sk

MORYM H>7Y7 D7D DN MZAPY NIVN DNY W1 ,02°0Y DNYIAPY NN
YY) INNRD HRIYY 1D TPN 12OV INNRND ,THYNA : DNV )1 NN MDD
721 NN BN NP ONX ,IPIVY 1IN1 N9 555 10980 NND ,7ynun
WTPNN 2 127N WY TN, 0NN MDAP NV ,0MwN Nan Yad

NNRIV 099109 NIYY? YNI 5781 9851 95191 479951 PIYN TN NON
DN, DY MDY DI MIXNN NOAPD NNDN NPT "YNYN YUY’ NPHN
2103 NDIMIN - 1NN TINYD DIMND YT DTN NI 1NN N9
DYAPN DNN DN, ONYHA DN PTPTY NN N .HHD DHNY NYTN HRIW
NN TIND NN ,IMDI /BINNAP KNN OV IND DNY , 2010 17NN NN
M9 PN NIN P IUNR,0NNY DY HIph DN 01N

NIPNY N ;127NN 1952 IRIY 12 IWIYI YITH )1 DN 121 NNyn
DYP DY MYV DY DNY NI WIPNN 1 121NN WIYY 59D 0NN YL 02
DININI PNYIN DN DIAP XON JMINY,NNND D DDIVIA DY KDY, NN
JIYNUN DUV

D327 1299.... AN DYIN
(=30 XYY 1191 1NN IYN T N1 NON TPIN /NY MY AN UM

In the early 1800's, before the Reform movement entrenched itself into
many Jewish communities throughout Europe, the Reformers had not yet
set up separate places of worship. However, they were trying to the best of
their abilities, to introduce various changes in the traditional synagogues -
all in "the spirit of the times". One of the early prominent Reformers, a
man by the name of David Friedlander, felt it necessary to convince the
Orthodox Rabbonim of the need for change and in one meeting with the
local Rov, R' Zvi Hirsch Charif ZT"L, he told him, "Rabbi, I am sure
that had Moshe Rabbeinu been living in our times, he would have surely
agreed to the changes that we want to introduce!"

R' Zvi Hirsch mulled this over for a moment, and then said, "Let me tell
you a story. There was once a merchant who carried a large stock of
inventory and he desperately needed to travel to the all-important county
fair. He inquired around, and finally found a local coachman who was
willing to transport him there with all of his goods. However, the smart
merchant made one, very important stipulation: If, for whatever reason,
the coachman cannot bring him to the fair on time, not only would he not
get paid, but he would have to pay the merchant for the loss of
considerable income involved. After the usual haggling, the coachman
agreed, albeit grudgingly.
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