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Though many people are accustomed to giving presents on Chanukah, in
truth it is a "borrowed" custom. The Jewish custom is to give Chanukah-gelt,
which is why playing dreidel for money is a centerpiece of the Chanukah
experience. What connection is there between Chanukah and money?

R' Pinchos Winston Shlit"a answers that Chanukah is a holiday about
revealing inner potential. The olive oil which we use on Chanukah comes
from the inner core of the olive. Paralleling this is the body and the soul; the
soul, hidden within the body, has potential light that only shines when it is
"extracted” and "ignited." Thus the words "ypwn» - "the oil" and ranwyr -
"soul” are made up of the same letters. To extract the oil, the olive must be
squeezed. To extract the soul and reveal it, the body must be "squeezed" -
demands upon our bodies that go against their nature, like acting with
kindness and selflessness, among many other types of mitzvos.

There are very few symbols of hidden potential as accurate as money itself.
Presents are limited to what they can become, and for what they can be
bartered. On the other hand, money can fulfill almost any need at almost any
time, which is why people are living and dying for it. However, as powerful as
money may have become in the minds of men, the most important thing to
recall is that money, at best, is but a symbol of the real currency and potential

that matters most to G-d: the light of the hidden soul.
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R' Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT"L (Chidushei Harim) would say:
"If one has the ability and patience to become a rebbe, he definitely

should. One day he may come across an exceptional student and then he, too,
will fearn!" '

A Wise Man once said:

"] shall pass through this world but once. Any good, therefore, that I can do
or any kindness that I can show to any human being let me do it now. Let me
not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again!"

R' Yaakov Emden ZT"L would say:
"We see from the amount of words in the tefillah of "Al Hanisim" - a total
of 108 words - which corresponds to the gematria of »pnv - "(Absolute) Law"”
that although the Yom Tov of Chanukah may not be a Nn»1NT My, it and all
of its halachos, are not to bet eat d i hﬂ
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struck a match and lit one candle. Using that candle he warmed the bottoms
of the other candles and lined up all eight candles on the window sill of
their compartment. He quietly recited the Chanukah blessings, and lit the
candles. For the first time in a long time, a smile appeared on Papa's face.

Then, someone shouted, "There's light over there!” The Border Police
and the Gestapo men soon came to the Geier's compartment and used the
light of the candles to conduct their checking of the passports and papers.
One of the officers commended Papa on his resourcefulness for thinking
ahead and packing "travel candles." He took a quick look at their papers
and was gone. A

About a half hour passed and then, as suddenly as they had gone off, the
lights flickered on again. The officers thanked Papa and left the
compartment to finish their work throughout the train. "Remember this
moment," Papa said to his son, "Just like in the time of the Maccabees,
719 N 2172 O) - a great miracle happened here."
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When the opwnn " - Chief Butler, heard about Pharaoh's dreams, he
made it his business to inform Pharaoh about the wondrously clever Jewish
youth who was languishing in prison, who had the uncanny ability to
decipher and explain dreams. The question is: Why didn't the butler do
even better? He could have simply gone to the prison where Yosef was,
related the dreams as if they were his own, and taken Yosef's unmistakeable
translation to Pharaoh, passing it off as his own explanation and claiming
the reward!

The Chasam Sofer, R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L, answers and quotes the
Medrash that the dream of a king is different than the dream of a
commoner. A common person might dream of issues that pertain only to
himself or his family, while a king dreams of issues of national and
international importance. Its explanation and acceptance may ultimately
prove crucial to the entire world. Thus, the posuk stresses 7020 Ny -
“And Pharaoh dreamt” - specifically because it was the dream of a Pharaoh
and it contained matters crucial to many nations, and ultimately to the
entire civilized world, therefore, no man other than a king could have
passed it off as his own. Yosef, in his wisdom understood this and even an
Egyptian layman, such as the Chief Butler, realized that when his king has a
dream, it is not something to be treated lightly.
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The eighth day of Chanukah, in the year 1938, fell out on December 25, a
day celebrated by gentiles all around the world. For the Geier family it was
the day they were to escape the murderous clutches of the Germans. Shortly
after Kristallnacht, the Geier's had receivéd their passports and visas to leave
Germany for the United States. It was a sunny, but cold day as their train
bound for Holland pulled out of the Berlin station. The Geier's shared their
second-class compartment with two very stern-looking Germans.

Arnold Geier, age 12, and his sister, 15, sat quietly with their parents. In a
whisper, Arnold overheard his mother reassure his father that Hashem would
forgive him for not lighting his menorah that night. Mr. Geier was a chazan
and a devout Jew and had packed a small menorah and some candles in his
briefcase. Not long after darkness, the train slowed and puffed its way into a
special railway station at the German-Dutch border. They braced themselves
for their final encounter with the German police, Nazis and Gestapo. Just a
few more miles and their old lives would be behind them. The train sat in the
station and the Geier's watched as the Border Police and the Gestapo
compared lists and prepared to check everyone's passports and papers.

Finally, small groups of officers boarded the train for the inspection. Papa
looked tense and broke out in a sweat. They were all very afraid. Suddenly,
without any warning, all the lights in the station and on the train went out. A
number of people lit matches for light and the glow on their faces made for
an eerie sight. In the confusion, Mr. Geier stood up, terrified but still of
sour* mind, and pulled eight small candles out of his coat pocket. He
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