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decided to make this a day of fasting and prayer so that
Hashemmay grantme akindness, and spare me thecall!”

Sem: “Sheker” is not only defined as “falsehood”; one
who tells a lie or deceives another is guilty of this law. A

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Washing Before Eating Wet Items (npwina 1711°0¥ 924)
Dipping Cake and Sugar Cube into Coffee. Last week, we
started to explain the obligation of washing - without a
beracha - before eating a food that is wet from certain liquids
(water, olive oil, milk, wine, bee honey, etc.). Evenif one dips
only a part of the food into a liquid and touches, with his
hand, the dry part of the food, he still has to wash (1) because
he can easily come to dip the whole food (2) and then touch
the wet part. Some Poskim (3), therefore, say that if one eats
cake and coffee and dips the cake into the coffee to add taste
to the cake, he has to wash. Coffee which is flavored water is
considered like water for this halacha. Others @) are more
lenient because itis unlikely that he will touch such hot liquid
with his hand. Even if the food item is small, and less than a
kazayis (the volume of an olive), one has to wash ().
Therefore, if one dips a sugar cube into coffee and then puts it
in his mouth to suck, he has to wash, as before, by the cake.
Drinking by Hand. If one cups liquid into his mouth, he
does not have to wash because it is not the normal way of
drinking (6). Thisis similar tofood items that are usuallyeaten
with a utensil that one does not have to wash for.

Melted Butter on Hot Corn. If one smears butter onto hot
corn-on-the-cob or onto hot potatoes, he does not have to wash.
Even though butter is just churned milk, and milk is one of the
liquids that requires washing, here he doesn’t have to wash.
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R’ Yerucham Levovitz ZT”L (Mashgiach of Mir) would say:
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person can be guilty even when he is trying to be helpful
and useful. By withholding information or “bending” the
truth just a bit in order to make others happy is not only a
form of “Sheker” - itcan be destructive as well!
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The reason is that since it was put on as a solid and melted into a
liquid only after being on the food, it does not count as a liquid
but rather as a food, and does not necessitate washing (7).
Drying Hands, Talking Qut. Just as when one washes his
hands for bread, he should dry his hands well, similarly by this
washing, one should dry them well. Even though no beracha is
recited here, one should still not speak out after his washing
until he has swallowed a portion of the food. By washing for
bread, the prohibition to speak out before eating is not because
of the beracha said on the washing, but rather to make him
focus on keeping his washed hands clean. This reason also
applies by washing on wet foods.

Can this Washing Help for Bread? If one washed for a wet
food, focused his mind on keeping his hands clean, and then
decides that he wants to eat bread, it is doubtful if the first
washing can work for the bread (). Therefore, one should wash
again for the bread without a beracha.

On Pesach night when one washes for karpas and then
washes again for matza, he makes a beracha on the second
washing because in the lengthy break between the washings,
one probably did not watch his hands well and might have
touched some unclean place. If he is quite sure that his hands
stayed clean, he should touch the soles of his shoes or scratch
his scalp before the second washing so as to enable him to wash
withaberacha 9).
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“A doctor must undergo rigorous training in order to qualify for his title. He must have hands-on experience prior to
actually practicing medicine. All this is necessary in order to become an expert in the field of medicine. Similarly, a
person who wishes to become an expert in the field of halachah, Jewish law, must deal particularly with o7Tx y2 Ny’
'YPanY - governing man’s interaction with others. One must have “hands-on” experience in order to gain expertise.
For how can oneunderstand the Torah’slaws and carry them out properly without having empathy for a fellow Jew?”

R’ Yaakov Yitzchok Hurvitz ZT”L (Chozeh of Lublin) would say:

““NOP N - Hashem gives permission to a doctor to treat patients. But he only has permission to heal. He does not
have a right to despair about a person being healed. Although a doctor might see from his experience that people in
certain situations do not recover, Hashem has the final say about the reality of any person’s recovery. Never give up
hope. There are plenty of people who have lived for many years after doctors have said that they would not get well.”

A Wise Man would say:
“We’re not put on this earth just to see through one another, but rather to see one another through!”
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The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh writes that the prohibition against abusing a convert or someone who came from a
distant land is rooted in a Jew’s expression of solidarity with another Jew. He is no worse than any other Jew and must
never be made to feel worthless or even less worthy. Every Jew is special and must be treated as such.

A new student arrived at Yeshivah Shor Yoshuv after a long and difficult yeshivah career. As a child, he had been
diagnosed with severelearning disabilities, and even asateenager, hehad great difficultyreading English or Hebrew. He
wasn’teven sure what he was still doing in yeshivah buthe decided to give Shor Yoshuv one lasttry.

The Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Shlomo Freifeld ZT”’L recognized the boy’s difficulties immediately and treated him
differently. He spent hours with him, listening to him try toread - and it was hard! But R” Shlomo, always the optimist,
encouraged the boy. “I don’tthink you realize this,” he once told him, “but with all your reading difficulty, I believe that
you possess a razor-sharp mind. We are going tomake you intoa talmid chacham!”

R’ Shlomo found him a suitable chavrusa who would work on his understanding of the topic matter, rather than the
actual reading. And it worked. As the boy began to understand the sugya, he would memorize the words by heart so that
it seemed as if he had no problem reading the words. It was a difficult road for him and he would need to exert himself
three times as much as his friends would with little to show for it; they were completing entire masechtos and he was
finishing lines. Every time he felt like he couldn’t go on, he would come to R’ Shlomo and the Rosh Yeshivah would
chargehimwith an appreciation ofhisuniquechallenge, andaconfidencethathe would ultimatelytriumph.

It took a number of years but eventually the bochur had mastered the first seven blatt in Mesechta Chulin, word for
word. R’ Shlomo had tested him on each and every line and knew that he knew it perfectly. It was satisfying to have
finally accomplished something in learning and the boy felt good about it, but it wasn’t until later, at an engagement
party for one of the bochurimin the yeshivah, thathe truly felt the fruits of his labor.

The festive celebration was held in the Rosh Yeshivah’s house and the room was jammed with people. There were also
several distinguished Rabbonimin attendance and they werespeaking with R’ Shlomoaboutthe Yeshivah.

R’ Shlomo’s eyes gleamed. “Let me tell you. We have bochurim here who are literally gaonim, true geniuses,” he said.

The illustrious guests looked on with interest as R’ Shlomo searched the room with his eyes. His gaze rested on his
student, the boy wholearned tolive with, and overcome his learning disability. R” Shlomo studied him for amoment and
then gestured him forward. “Heibt uhn tzu zuggen - startto say a gemara. Let’s see, how about ... Mesechta Chulin?”’

The boy closed his eyes and began to recite the words that had become his through blood, sweat and tears. “Hakol
shochtin, U’shechitasank’sheira. ” Hestarted gathering confidence asherattled offlinebyline, questionsand answers.

The room grew completely still as the guests watched the spectacle with rapt interest. Daf beis became daf gimmel,
gimmel turned to daled, and still, he was going strong. Minutes passed and the bochur showed no signs of letting up,
saying each word clearly and lovingly. The distinguished Rabbonim were visibly astonished by this American boy who
seemed toknow the words of the gemara by heart and with perfect precision.

A full fifteen minutes passed until the boy quickly approached the end of the seventh daf, the extent of his knowledge.
Justas hesaid the last word, R” Shlomo held up his hand. “Genug, enough - you showed them what we have here.”

The studentlater recalled, “Those fifteen minutes erased fifteen years of humiliation and suffering.”
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Ywn: A student at Bais Medrash Govoha in Lakewood,
N.J., had the special privilege of bringing the Rosh
Yeshivah, R Aharon Kotler ZT"’L, his daily cup of coffee.

One day, after placing the cup on his Rebbe’s desk, the
student noticed that the cupwentuntouched. Assuming that
R’ Aharon had simply forgotten to drink his coffee
because he was so engrossed in his learning, he replaced
the cup with a fresh one. But this cup also went untouched.
This timeheasked his Rebbe what was the matter.

R’ Aharon sighed and replied, “A certain family, who I

know well, is looking into a former student of the Yeshivah
regarding a marriage prospect. I am pretty sure they will
call me to inquire about him. However, praising him with
attributes he does not posses, is a violation of the Torah
precept, 'PNIN 9P 1270, and if unknown negative traits
ultimately lead to divorce, it will be because honest
information was withheld. On the other hand, I don’t feel
comfortable divulging my true feelings, since the couple
mayactuallybe happy with one another after marriage. My
words may cause the end of the shidduch. Thus, I have
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The Medrash on the first posuk in the parsha states:
“‘And these are the laws’ as it says, "D NNIND NNN' -
‘Youfounded fairness.’ (1-0802nn). You founded fairness

for Your loved ones. By the judgments (©vawn) You gave
them, they create arguments with one another; they come
for judgment and make peace.” This is surely an unusual
terminology for the Medrash. It appears as if to say that
the judgments of Hashem are what cause the infighting
amongst the Jewish People. These Mishpatim, then,
necessitate the need for a Beis Dintoadjudicatethe matter.
How can this be? The judgments make the arguments?
Surely their whole purpose is to make peace!

The Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Avrohom Mordechai Alter
ZT”L (Imrei Emes) answers by way of an incident that
occurred with one of his chassidim. The man came to the
Rebbe, and complained, “I was sued by one of my fellow
businessmen. Before we went to Beis Din, though, I
carefully reviewed all the necessary parts of the Shulchan
Aruch and I was sure without a doubt that I would win.
Yet, the judgesruled against me. How can thisbe?”

The Imrei Emes smiled and replied, “The Medrash in
Parshas Mishpatim says that the laws lead todisputes. This
always bothered me, for how can it be so? It took some
time but now [ understand. In making the laws accessible
to every Jew, Hashem enabled each person to prepare his
own case. The problem is that everyone will inevitably
conclude that heis right, because oneisn’t objective when
it comes to oneself and his situation. Therefore, this
familiarity with the laws leads to greater disputes, which
eventually creates the need to go to Beis Din. But the
power of the Torah is such that after the judges rule, the
litigantsacceptitand makepeaceamongstthemselves!”

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKILY MIDDAH OF ..
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The Torah commands us to assist the donkey of our
enemy as it carries a heavy load. One must overcome his
personal enmity and release his anger in order to assist the
animal of person who did him wrong, in its time of need.

Let’s think about this for a moment; this donkey is no
doubt carrying a load of heavy material - bricks, cement,
stone - that’s what an animal of this sort does. It belongs to
one’s enemy. But what if it belonged to one’s friend? Would
one help out? Of course he would! Who wouldn’t help out a
friend? And if it belonged to a stranger? Again, why
wouldn’t one help out an animal in distress?

Okay, but let’s take this a step further. What if the donkey
wasn’t carrying heavy building supplies, but rather hospital
supplies? This donkey was loaded with all sorts of medicat-
ions, bandages, potions and life-saving apparatuses that were
urgently needed by the ill patients. Do we even need to ask
the question whether one would help out? Why, he would
bend over backwards to do whatever was in his power to
help that straining donkey deliver the much-needed supplies.

Now, let’s say it wasn’t a donkey carrying all those
hospital supplies - but a man! A fellow human being,
weighed down with machinery, vials of anti-biotics, soft and
hard casts. He’d run over and relieve him of some of the
items and together they’d sprint to the hospital! Patients are
dying - medicine is needed! Of this, there’s no doubt!

Says the Chofetz Chaim ZT”’L, when a Rosh Yeshivah
comes to collect funds for his yeshivah, do we not realize
that he is straining under the weight of enormous debt? He is
carrying life-saving supplies - Torah study which supports
the entire world! But his students need to eat, the Rebbeim
need to get paid. Is it not incumbent upon us to runover and
relieve him of some of his tremendous burden?!

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
‘ R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The word "1a3"- “honor, ” comes from the word "123" - “heavy.” In this case, it means worth or value, for when one
weighs valuables on a scale, the one that is heavier is worth more. N1 7125 can be understood to mean the value of
people. Sometimes one has a very precious object in his possession, but he doesn’t treat it properly as he doesn’t know
how valuabletheobjectis. Kavod meansunderstanding theinherent value ofeveryperson and treatinghimaccordingly.

The "n 715" was manifested clearly on Har Sinai when Hashem gave Bnei Yisroel the Torah. We know that we must
give honor and respect to the Almighty. How much respect are we expected to show another human being? How careful
must we be not to shame or harm a fellow Jew? If we are to honor others according to their value, then we must
acknowledge theincredible importance of aJew. Firstly, one iscommanded to transgress almostevery sin in the Torah to
save a Yid’s life. Secondly, “Saving one life is equivalent to saving an entire world.” Thirdly, every Yid’s worth is so
great that Hashem infuses a holy fragment of Himself into each one, and personally oversees every single action and
thought process from the moment one is born until his neshamah is returned to Heaven. Surely every Jew is deserving of
tremendous honor, for we are called sons of Hashem: "n> NN 012" - what noble lineage we possess! Who would not
sufficiently respect the royal ancestry and character of a prince, a son of THE KING? We must focus on the glorious
yichus, the closeness to Hashem, the potential for greatness and the spark of kedushahinherentin everysingle Jew.




