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   During these weeks (Yisro and Mishpatim) when we read about
Kabbolas HaTorah at Har Sinai, it is an appropriate time to upgrade
our performance of the daily mitzvah of picturing and vividly
remembering the scene. We should read  the parsha and recreate
the episode in our minds. One place for us to fulfill this Mitzvah is in
the last part of Bircas Hatorah when we say: “He chose us from all
the nations and gave us the Torah.”  Therefore, before starting these
blessings each morning one should have in mind to fulfill 3 mitzvos:
1) To thank Hashem for the Torah. 2) To remember Kabbolas
HaTorah, including our enthusiastic agreement to fulfill it. 3) To learn
Torah, i.e. the posukim and mishna said right after, and any other
Torah study throughout the day and night.
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xc` yceg mikxan - milwy zyxt - mihtyn zyxt ycew zay
  Shabbos Parshas Mishpatim - Parshas Shekalim

    f"qyz hay h"k   February 17, 2007 -

                   5:13 -  zay zexp zwlcd(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)12:40 - zay/ dlecb dgpn     
5:33 - zayd mei ly driwy        ~~~~~~~~        8:54 - `"n/rny z`ixw onf         

6:23 -  aixrn /  miakekd z`v        ~~~~~~        9:30 - `"xbd /rny z`ixw onf       
      10:23 - `"xbdl /  dlitzd onf seq      zhiyl /  k"d`v       ~~~~ 6:45 -  mz epiax         
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   A SERIES IN HALACHAH

   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Proper Respect for Seforim (continued)

    It is prohibited to place seforim on the floor (1), or on any

other place where people walk or step, such as an elevated

stage floor or a 2-3 step indoor ladder (2).  If one has a need

to pile them on the floor, e.g. when cleaning or moving, he

should try to elevate them one tefach (3-4 inches) by placing

them on a wooden board or a number of cardboard boxes (3).

If it is hard to elevate them that high, one can rely on a more

lenient opinion that any elevation (even one layer of

cardbord) suffices (4). If they are inside a bag (considered a

hkf) no matter how thin, they may be placed on the floor (5).

   If seforim fell onto the floor they should be picked up right

away (6). Even those in the middle of learning should stop

and help (7). After picking up a sefer one should kiss it as a

sign of respect (8). If he is picking up more than one sefer, he

should first pick them all up and then kiss them all. One

should be careful not to leave or stack seforim in a way they

may fall. This is relevent when piling them on the seat of a

car since short stops while driving can make them fall down. 

  One is not allowed to place a sefer between his legs (9). For

example, if one is carrying a sefer and he needs both hands

to take off a coat and hang it up, he is not permitted to put

the sefer between his legs even for a short time.

  When walking out into falling rain or snow carrying

 `"hily cltyxid jexa axd oe`bd z`n
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

seforim, one should make sure they are properly covered.

Similarly, one should not leave seforim in direct sunlight as

this can warp the cover and sometimes even the pages. This

is especially relevant if one leaves them on the hot dashboard

of a car. It is forbidden to store mundane papers in a sefer (10).

Even blank papers set aside for Torah notes should not be

stored inside a sefer (11). However, it is permitted to leave

papers or note books that have Torah notes.

   Included in respect for seforim is to put them back in their

proper places immediately after use. This also allows others

to find them without wasting time. If one’s hands are dirty or

require washing according to Halacha, he should not handle

Seforim  until he washes his hands properly (12).

    ((((mmmmiiiillllwwwwyyyy    zzzzyyyyxxxxttttllll    jjjjiiiiiiiiyyyy))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    yyyy`̀̀̀xxxx    zzzz`̀̀̀    `̀̀̀yyyyzzzz    iiiikkkk
       hbt iht ,n hbtan 'v"cev hbpk van rnt :arsnc t,ht

ovk i,ubu ,gf snug v,ta oaf 'lhhj v"cev k"t /rfzb
vgac vbau vba kfc lf 'iatr ,t ;euz v,tu ohkea ,arp
;euz v,tu oa snug v,t ukhtf ohkea ,arp hbpk ihtruea

 wfan h"pg ihbgv rhcxvk ahu /a"hhg iatr ,tv"un e"vrv
 'rfaah hbc wxc 'k"mz cubhsn lknhkt hcmubhcr van ,uhvcs

,rhxnc ,uehcsv tuva ,gsv ,bhjcn ktrah ,xbfk ghpav
hekj apbv ,rhxnc uecs,h lht ,gs ovk snku 'apbv
'cuyv rut urut zbd,haf van aaj f"t '.rtc rat ,unabv
apbv ,rhxnc ,uehcs ka vzv ,gs ktrah hbck vhvh tk cua
hbt iht ,n hbtan rnta vn uvzu /vruenc apbv ,uehcsu
kg oapb ruxnk obuec sug oheucs u"j uhvh tka 'ubhhv - rfzb

/vnhka ohna ,ufkn lhknvku una ,ause
oaf 'v"cev k"t 'ifk   v,ta 'ohkea wp ovk i,ubu ,gf snug

wvk rpuf apb hmj i,hk  - apb hmj tuv keav ,hmjn ihbgu
wp ihrueaf vbau vba kfc lf 'van h"g apbv ,rhxn ubhhvs
,ukkf ubhcr van ,nab ,t iurah ,sg kfc rrug,n ohkea
orum ,uehcsc onmg rae,vk osnkk ktrah kkf ka ,gsv
ohna ,ufkn kug apbv ,rhxnc g"g ukceh lhtvu 'ormuhu
asujc hf 'rst asuj ghdvc ohkea wp ihrue v"anu /vnhka

/apb ,rhxncu vcvtn vru,v ,t ohsuvhv ukceu unhe vzv

aaaaxxxx    llllrrrr    ddddpppprrrrzzzz    `̀̀̀lllleeee    zzzzrrrrxxxxllll    mmmmiiiiaaaaxxxx    iiiixxxxgggg`̀̀̀    ddddiiiiddddzzzz    `̀̀̀llll
    ((((aaaa----bbbbkkkk))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    zzzzhhhhddddllll    mmmmiiiiaaaaxxxx    iiiixxxxgggg`̀̀̀    zzzzeeeehhhhppppllll

     sjt smk ,uybk vbg, tk 'ypank rcs lktah ot h"arp
lhrmu /k"fg u,hntk u,ut is huv tkt 'chrv in lnmg ekxku

?rjt wkc tku ",uybk" rnuk cu,fv ehhsa vn 'ihcvk
 c,f 'thv vbuufv tkt     wxc 'k"mz rpux van r"undv e"vrv

 'rpux o,jw,f hrv 'ktrahk okugv ,unutn sjt kta hf
curf o,t uag, tk gusn f"tu '",uyvk ohcr hrjt" of,ru,c
?vru,v ,t ohrnua obhtu 'vrz vsucg ohscugv ost hbc
,urcx aha rcsc er lhha cur r,c vfhkv ihss 'tuv .urh,vu
kct /cur r,c ibhkzt htsuc zts 'itfku itfk ohngyu ohssmu
'vz sdbf urnth ohabt hpkt ;kt ukhpt 'epx hkc rurc rcsc
hf ,uhv 'cur r,c kzhnk cuhj iht oa hf 'ovk ihgnua iht ihhsg
ihgsuh ubta ktrah kkf if unfu /epx oua skub tku rurc rcsv
hf ?ohgsuh ubt lhtu ',nt u,ru,u ,nt ubhekt wva rurhcc
ohbpc ohbp"u 'vru,v ,t hbhx rvc ubkceu ubhtr ann ubhbhgc
vzf rcsc cur r,c kzhba ubkhcac lhha tk ifku '"ubng wv rcs

/epx skub tk okugna
ahafs '",uybk" trec cu,fa vn uvzs 'rnuk rapt vz hpku     
ohcr hrjt" zt 'itfk ut itfk ohssmu ,uhyb uc aha rcs lk
'curv rjt lkhk vru,v v,um oa d"vfc ers iuhf - ",uyvk

 /rurc rcsc tk htsuc kct
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ck ;s asue hzbd(5)z:cpr s"uh vbuh hbc(4)j:cpr s"uh l"a(3)tf:y hukv yca ,"ua(2)z:cpr s"uh(1)
th:cpr s"uh ijkav lurg(7)cpr s"uh vsuvh ojk ,hc(6)t"yhka chahkt ouka ;xuh d"vrv oac
d:zne oa(12)tk:sbe c"n(11)y"m,, ohshxj rpx(10)v:n vcr uvhkt(9)d"fe,, ohshxj rpx(8)

R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

   “Why does the Torah speak about the Mitzvos between man and his fellow man, immediately after relating

the actual giving of the Torah on Har Sinai? Chazal teach us: wvru,k vnse .rt lrsw - ‘Good manners are a

prerequisite to Torah.’ The same way that one learns about the contents of a book by reading the preface, so

can we tell how much Torah a person has within him by observing how he behaves towards his fellow man.”

R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT"L (Lubavitcher Rebbe) would say:

   “wobj hapjk tmh ,gcacu scgh ohba aaw - ‘Six years’ symbolizes the six thousand years of the world's existence;

‘Shall he serve’ refers to our mission to learn Torah and perform the mitzvos; ‘In the seventh’ refers to the

seventh millennium, when ‘he shall go free’ - Moshiach will come and set the Jewish People free!” 

A Wise Man would say:

    “Be thankful when you're tired and weary, because it means you've made a difference.”
A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO RABBI & MRS. YOSSI BRECHER ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON

DOVID h"b. MAY THEY SEE MUCH NACHAS FROM HIM AND MAY HE SEE NACHAS FROM THEM!

miigd xexva dxexv eznyp `dz - xc` 'b 'tp - l"f a`l iav cec 'xd oa ikcxn 'xd znyp ielirle
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



Rosh Yeshivah, stopped and greeted one another with the highest respect and regard. However, after a

moment, R' Yaakov was able to discern that the Rebbe, R Yoilish, as he was fondly called, whose

countenance was usually extraordinarily bright, did not look well that day. R' Yaakov inquired about this and

the Satmar Rebbe remarked, “These days are especially difficult for me.” He was referring to the time of year

when he and many of his congregants observed the yahrtzeits of their martyred family and neighbors who had

been deported from their hometown in the Hungarian city of Satmar, to the Nazi death camps in 5704 (1944).

As the memories were still quite fresh in the minds of R' Yoilish and a considerable constituency of Satmar

Chassidim, the pain of those tragic events was readily apparent on their faces. 

    R' Yaakov endeavored to steer the conversation to a more happier portent and asked the Rebbe, “Tell me,

how was the Rebbe saved from Europe?” R' Yoilish began explaining the details of the Kasztner Transport,

an amazing episode in war history which allowed the Satmar Rebbe and over 1680 Hungarian Jews to be

rescued and transferred into Switzerland, as a result of the exorbitant bribes paid by Rudolf Kasztner to the

hated Adolf Eichmann a"nh, himself. But R' Yaakov persisted in his questioning. “What I meant to ask was in

what zechus - merit, was the Rebbe saved?” 

   This time, the Satmar Rebbe hesitated, unsure of how he should respond to this line of questioning. R'

Yaakov nudged him a bit to reply by adding with a smile, “It's fine to tell me. This is between us.”

    R’ Yoilish was thoughtful for a moment. Then he said,  “Rosh Yeshivah, I believe it was due to my never

going to sleep.” He was alluding to his well-known diligence in the study of Torah whereby he would remain

at his position learning Torah until he dozed off, then continue on from where he had left off as soon as he

awoke. R’ Yoilish was universally known for this extraordinary trait, and in his humility, he attributed his

salvation to his diligence in learning. 

    Then, with the usual twinkle back in his radiant eyes, the Satmar Rebbe looked at R’ Yaakov and

countered, “Nu, what about the Rosh Yeshivah? In what merit was he saved?” R’ Yaakov  had escaped the

blazing inferno and come to America in 5697 (1937) before the outbreak of hostilities, but one of his major

considerations in leaving Europe was his view that war was impending. In this regard, R’ Yaakov was unlike

many other notable individuals who either believed that the brewing tempest would soon simmer down, or

felt that they must remain with their congregations and Yeshivos no matter what was to happen. 

   This time, R' Yaakov hesitated somewhat and was reluctant to rejoin. In a spirit of kinship, the Satmar

Rebbe objected good-naturedly saying, “Look, I revealed my thoughts to you!” He was obviously expecting

R’ Yaakov to do the same.

   Whereupon, the great Rosh Yeshivah of Torah Vodaas responded in a humble voice, “I think it may be due

to the fact that as far back as I can remember, I never in my life uttered a lie! "

((((llll----aaaakkkk))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeellllkkkk`̀̀̀zzzz    `̀̀̀llll    ddddttttiiiixxxxhhhh    ddddccccyyyyaaaa    xxxxyyyyaaaaeeee    iiiillll    ooooeeeeiiiiddddzzzz    yyyyccccwwww    iiiiyyyypppp`̀̀̀eeee 
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           ............    eeeexxxxkkkknnnneeee    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    aaaappppeeeebbbbeeee    ............    eeeennnn`̀̀̀eeee    eeeeiiiiaaaa`̀̀̀    ddddkkkknnnneeee
    zzzznnnneeeeiiii    zzzzeeeennnn    eeeennnn`̀̀̀eeee    eeeeiiiiaaaa`̀̀̀    llllllllwwwwnnnneeee        ((((ffffiiii----eeeehhhh----`̀̀̀kkkk))))

    The Torah lists three dreadful prohibitions in

unusual succession: “(One) who hits his father and

mother shall surely be put to death. And (one) who

kidnaps a person, sells him, and he was found in his

possession, shall surely be put to death. And (one)

who curses his father or mother shall surely be put to

death.” Why does the Torah interject the prohibition

of stealing a human being - kidnapping - directly

between two unconscionable acts of a child striking

and cursing his parents? What is the lesson that the

posuk intends to impart by this juxtaposition?

    R’ Shimon Schwab ZT”L quotes the gemara

(/k ihaushe) that discusses the age until which a parent

may impose his authority and vfrsv - guidance,

upon a child. Twenty-two according to one opinion,

twenty-four according to another. But all agree that

after a certain point, a son or daughter will refuse to

listen to the censure of a parent and will certainly

rebuff any effort to be controlled and/or dominated

by an overbearing father or mother. This is simple

human nature, for when parents attempt to dominate

their adult children through tactics of fear and emoti-

onal control, what they are doing is enslaving their

children rather than empowering them. They are

“stealing” a child’s inherent freedom to live his life,

rather than enabling him to meet life’s challenges.

Moreover, this could lead to a backlash against the

parents, whereby a child may end up physically

attacking or verbally abusing his mother or father. 

    Thus, the Torah interposes the issur of apb cbud -
kidnapping, between striking and cursing a parent, to

warn us that the emotional burden of one, can u"j
lead to the physical anguish of the others. 

    mmmmccccaaaarrrrzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ lllleeee    mmmmddddiiiiddddllll`̀̀̀llll    ddddeeeeggggzzzzyyyyzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll    
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    mmmmddddiiiiyyyyrrrrnnnnkkkk    ddddyyyyrrrrzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ lllleeee        ((((cccckkkk----bbbbkkkk))))    

    The Ramba”n writes on this posuk: “It is possible

that this is an admonition against adopting hfrs
hruntv - ways of the Amoriy’im, as Chazal have

already warned against in other places ovh,ueujcu"
"ufk, tk - “In their ways you shall not go.” 

   The prohibition of following the ohudv ,ueuj - Laws

of the Gentiles, encompasses many practices and

customs including dressing in their manner, absorbing

their media, and even serving Hashem in ways that

are similar to the ways that Gentiles worship in their

respective religions. In fact, Tosfos (:cb ihrsvbx) seems

to make a eukhj - division, in the issur of ohudv ,ueuj
by denoting the two different types of actions that are

prohibited: One, is a Gentile custom that was

instituted for the sake of Avodah Zara, and is totally

forbidden even when done in the act of fulfilling a

mitzvah. Second, is even a ,uya dvbn - worthless

(silly) custom, that is accepted by the Gentiles, would

be forbidden for Jews when done in a manner that is

akin to the way in which the Gentiles  worship.

    A halachic query was once posed to R’ Joseph B.

Soloveitchik ZT”L, regarding the accepted custom

of those who study and practice the art of Karate. It is

customary before every session or after certain proce-

dures are done, they turn and bow to their instructor,

their sensei. Is one permitted to bow in this manner or

is this considered ohudv ,ueuj? He answered that in

his opinion, it is forbidden to bow, for although this

is not an act of worshipping idols, but rather an

Oriental custom of acknowledgment, still it is nothing

more than a worthless custom (,uya dvbn), and Jews

should be careful to avoid any actions and/or customs

that are ridiculous and have no inherent value!     

llllyyyynnnn: There was once a preacher who used to travel
from town to town delivering fire and brimstone
sermons to stir the hearts of his listeners. The
preacher himself, however, left much to be desired in
his own behavior, swerving from the path of Torah
whenever it suited his purposes. The preacher
became very well-known and his fame brought him
invitations to address congregations near and far. 
   Once, he was invited to speak in Brisk. His private
indiscretions, however, came to the attention of R'
Chaim Soloveitchik ZT"L, the Rov in Brisk, and he
forbade the man to speak. The preacher quickly came
to the Rov to plead his cause. “Every word I utter is

one hundred percent kosher. I always quote original
sources and the stories I use to illustrate my points are
well chosen and especially suited to my listeners." 
   R’ Chaim replied, “Even kosher meat, slaughtered
by an expert, soaked and salted with care, becomes
treif when cooked in a non-kosher pot! Get out!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Every Jew is pure and holy. Unfortunately,
negative influences cloaked in righteous words can
mislead them. A person must be vigilant to determine
not only the veracity and beneficial effects of the
words he hears, but also from whom he is hearing
those words. If the one giving mussar is unworthy of
the words he speaks, stay away from him!  
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((((ffff----bbbbkkkk))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    rrrryyyyxxxx    wwwwiiiiccccvvvv`̀̀̀    `̀̀̀llll    iiiikkkk    bbbbxxxxddddzzzz    llll`̀̀̀    wwwwiiiiccccvvvveeee    iiiiwwwwppppeeee    wwwwggggxxxxzzzz    xxxxwwwwyyyy    xxxxaaaaccccnnnn
    In the early days of Mesivta Torah Vodaas, the Yeshivah was located on South Third Street in the

Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, before it eventually moved to its present location in Kensington, during

the 1960's. R' Yaakov Kaminetzky ZT"L, the famed Rosh Yeshivah, would customarily walk from his

home to the Yeshivah during the warm summer months, accompanied by one or more of his students. They

would discuss issues of Torah learning as they walked, and it was deemed quite an honor to walk with the

Rosh Yeshivah on his occasional strolls.

   On one of these walks, R' Yaakov and a talmid walking with him, encountered the renowned Satmar

Rebbe, R' Yoel Teitelbaum ZT"L, who was likewise strolling with a group of chassidim to his nearby Beis

Medrash in Williamsburg. It was quite a sight to see, as the great Chassidishe Rebbe and the great Litvishe

ddh


