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In Sefer Yehoshua (1-13) we read, "I gave Mount Seir to Esav to inherit
it, and Yaakov and his sons descended to Egypt." This is strange: are the
two parts of the posuk parallel? Is this a trade that the Jewish people can
be happy about? After all, Esav's children became kings of Seir, while
Yaakov's children became slaves in Egypt.

R' Aharon Bakst ZT"L explains: When an animal is born, it can
stand and run and feed itself in a very short time. By the age of one year,
animals such as calves and lambs practically are adults. Not so humans -
a parent is not free of raising a child for two decades. Why? The answer,
very simply, is that because man has a higher calling in life, his training
takes longer. Man must build himself and the world, and he therefore
must take the time necessary to gather all of the tools which he will need.

A similar contrast exists between Yaakov and Esav. Esav went off to
inherit Mount Seir because Hashem had no further mission for Esav. But
Yaakov and his sons? They descended to Egypt to begin the long and
difficult process of growing up!
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R' Eizik of Komarno ZT"L would say:
"Miserliness is the worst character trait a person could have. While a
glutton is a slave to his appetite only before he indulges, a miser, on the
other hand, clings to his wealth even in his dreams!"

R' Aharon of Karlin ZT"L would say:

"We ask Hashem daily in our prayers to rebuild the "Beis Hamikdosh
speedily and in our days". The truth is, that if we were to use "our days"
wisely without wasting them, we would mightily contribute to the
rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdosh."

R' Raphael of Barshad ZT"L would say:

"The Beis Hamikdosh was destroyed on Tisha B'av because of
baseless hatred. It is, therefore, particularly important to work toward
bringing peace between Jews, on this very day!"
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be eradicated from memory."

The Sultan was a good man. He announced that anyone who wants to
find favor in the eyes of the Sultan should come to that area of trash near
the Mahkamah and follow his lead. An enormous gathering assembled,
consisting of men, women, and children. The Sultan took a bucket and
climbed on top of the mound of garbage. He scooped some trash and
poured it into the bucket. The Sultan's servants and only a few onlookers
followed his lead, scooping the heap into buckets and carrying them
outside the southern gate of the city, called "Dung Gate."

Once the pile has been cleared, the Western Wall was revealed in all
its glory. The Sultan then called for the rabbi of the Jewish community
and warmly asked him to rebuild the Temple. The rabbi responded, "We
thank Your Majesty for his great kindness, but we wait for the Messianic
King who will soon be revealed, and he will build the Temple." He did,
however, request that the Western Wall be recognized as a place
designated for Jewish prayer. The Sultan agreed and appointed soldiers
and guardsmen to ensure that anyone who attempts to bring garbage to
that spot would be incarcerated.
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Rashi explains that #1227 refers to Moshe's rebuke of Brei Yisroel's
sins in the desert, when they asked, "If only we had died in the desert..."
nna7y» refers to his censure of the incident of the Ba'al Pe'or, which took
place in Arvos Moav. In this way, Moshe administered reproof through
allusions, rather than embarrassing.

R' Mordechai Hakohen ZT"L, writes that one administering rebuke
must speak to each individual in a manner appropriate for him. One
cannot offer one piece of reproof that will encompass and relate to
everyone. Therefore, when Moshe began his words of rebuke to Brei
Yisrael, he turned first to one segment of the populace - the eirev rav -
who joined Bnei Yisrael in Egypt and were particularly stiff-necked. He
spoke #1272 - which may be read as a combination of two words,

I NT2 - a sharp, critical tone. To the rest of the people, however, he
spoke "N17yar - from the word 21y - pleasant. Moshe rebuked the rest of
the nation in a gentle and pleasant manner so that it may enter their hearts
and bring about the desired commitment and devotion.
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When the Arab Sultan captured Jerusalem, he chose for himself the
chamber now used by the Arab judges, called in Arabic the "Mahkamah."
One day he looked out the window and saw an elderly woman carrying a
huge sack of garbage, climbing up a heap of garbage next to the building
and dragging her collection in front of the heap. The despot was furious
at the woman who dared deal with such filth right under the window of
his private offices. He ordered his men to bring her to him at once.

"What is this that you are doing?" he shouted. The woman tried to
Justify herself before the Sultan. "I am a Christian woman and I live far
from Jerusalem, a two-day journey. We have a time-honored tradition,
dating back to the time of the Romans, that everyone living in Jerusalem
brings his garbage to this place every day, those who live in the
surrounding areas bring their garbage twice a week, and those living a
three-day distance from the city bring their garbage once a month."

The Sultan was awfully curious about this peculiar practice. "Why,
what for?" he asked. She answered, "On this spot stood the house of the
G-d of Israel, and the Romans burnt it and destroyed it. Only one wall
survived, which the Roman armies were unable to take down. They
therefore decreed that it should be covered with mud and garbage, so that
an artificial mound be formed to conceal it. In this way, the Temple will
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