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We find that the Torah enumerates the various laws of the Korban

| Tamid - daily sacrifices, after the commandment to build the Mishkan -
. the holy sanctuary. But why only this Korban and not a similar command
| concerning the various other sacrifices?

Answers R' Don Yitzchok Abarbanel ZT"L that our concept of the
korbonos is that they are essentially instruments of forgiveness.
However, there is also a higher level concerning korbonos - the closeness
to Hashem that one who brings a korbon attains. Hashem wanted Klal
Yisroel to come close to Him by bringing these two korbonos daily as an

| expression of gratitude to Him, a realization that everything comes from

Hashem, for true Avodas Hashem is not possible without it.
The v Dv 10N - morning sacrifice, was an expression of thanks for

Matan Torah, which occurred in the morning, as it says »¥own D2 W
| "pan 1 - And it was on the third day in the morning. The second
| daily sacrifice, the D27y Y2 5v TN - Afternoon sacrifice, was a
| reminder of the kindness of the exodus from Mitzrayim, which began in
| the afternoon when the Korban Pesach was offered.
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| R' Yaakov Ettlinger ZT"L would say:

"T've heard of a man who donates to many charities, yet sins and eats
non-kosher food. This is truly astounding: How can a kosher heart and a
treif stomach coexist in the same body?"

. | R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:

"Money can be compared to salt. In moderation, it improves one's life,

but if a person is consumed with adding and acquiring more and more
| money, the entire taste of life is ruined!"

| R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT"L would say:

"When n>wn comes, all Jews will live in Israel. For 7onn 7T equates

| Zion to a mother - and a mother always has room for her children."
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They decided to give the child the shining stone to play with, and the
baby was delighted. He played with it happily, calmed down, and fell
asleep. After a while they went over to the sleeping baby, took the stone
from his fingers, went to their carriage and told the driver to head back
towards Istanbul. They returned to the Sultan and told him that they
consented to his original price. "Show me the stone," he then asked. He
took it, looked at it carefully, and asked angrily, "Are you trying to
mislead me?! Show me the original stone!" They exchanged looks of
surprise, and insisted, "This is the stone!" The Sultan was angry: "Don't
play games with me - this is a simple stone!" They were, however, known
as honest people, so he began inquiring if the stone had changed hands in
the interim, if they had shown the stone to anybody who might have
swapped it. "No, not at all," they answered, "it was only with a baby - and
he certainly didn't switch it!" They told him of the sick baby and he
exclaimed, "Now it all becomes clear. This stone is capable of curing a
certain illness that is considered otherwise untreatable. When you gave
the child the stone, he drew from it all its power and was cured. It has
now lost all its value - it is not worth a single perah!"

TORAH GEMS
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The Gemara in Yoma (.ay) teaches us that one who tears the priestly
garments is punished with malkos - lashes. Would the Torah suspect a
Jew of wanting to tear the sacred garments of the kohen gadol, to the
point that an outright prohibition, punishable by whipping, is necessary?

The Sefer Hachinuch explains that this mitzvah was instituted "so
that the one wearing the garment wears it with reverence and fear,
quietly and in a respectable manner, that he be afraid of ripping it or
destroying anything upon it." Taking this principle one step further - if
the priestly garments, which are merely accessories of the sacred avodah,
require such reverence and absolute respect, then certainly the avodah
itself demands this feeling!

Since Tefillah - prayer, takes the place of korbonos, we must be so
careful, therefore, to ensure that we conduct our zefillah with awe and
reverence, that our prayers are not "torn" - that we articulate all the words
properly, with their their proper pronunciation and concentration!
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Our parshah enumerates the stones of the choshen, and the wondrous
qualities and supernatural forces that the Creator implanted within these

| special stones. After the passing of Baron Rothschild, his sons divided
| the assets and successfully ascertained the value of every item, until they

got to a certain precious stone the size of an egg that shone in a myriad of
colors. The experts could not accurately determine its value.

The brothers decided to travele to Turkey to consult with the Sultan,
who was renowned as an unparalleled expert in the field. They showed
him the stone and his eyes sparkled with delight. A stone so perfect that
shone with so many colors would be the crown jewel of his treasury! "In
exchange for this stone I am willing to pay half a million perah" - the
Ottoman currency of the time. Being erudite businessmen, they refused
the offer and insisted that they would not sell it for less than one million.
They knew full well that a compulsive collector who found an item he
was missing would pay any price in exchange. They got into their wagon
and ordered the driver to turn around. When they passed the border, they
turned into an inn and sat down to discuss their trip. But the frantic
crying of a baby disrupted their conversation. The innkeeper's infant had
taken ill and was running a high fever; nothing could calm him down.




