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Sr03: Moshe implored his father-in-law Yisro to remain in
the Jewish camp and not leave the people. “You are familiar
with our encampments and you will be our eyes.” The Ibn
Ezra explains that "Dy refers to a leader, a person who will
show the people “‘the light” and guide them in the future.

had already risen to the occasion once before, when he told
Moshe "Ny NN WX 9270 0 XY - it is not good what you
are doing, you must change! Moshe felt that a person who
can guide the Nation and teach them what is right and what is

JSIO
A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂwy?f_gy%)

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"yt i i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (86)
Preserving our Kedusha: The topic of "mnnn nevip” -
preserving the sanctity of Klal Yisroel, involves many different
aspects and nuances, including the permissibility of hugging and
kissing relatives. Many close relatives hug and kiss when
greeting each other or saying goodbye, when wishing Mazel Tov
by a simcha, or other family occasions. Questions are often
asked about which relatives are permitted, and if there are age
differences or other factors that limit this halacha. We will
attempt to break it all down by discussing three categories of
relatives; those who are permitted, those who have a Rabbinic

issur, and those who have a Torah-based prohibition.

Permitted Relatives. A man’s daughters and granddaughters
are permitted in family-type greetings, even if they are married
and are presently a Niddah (). Such relatives do not cause
hirhurim (arousal) in a man. Most Poskim also permit a great-
granddaughter, and further generations down. However, R’
Nissim Karelitz shlit’a writes () that that this leniency does not
apply to great-grandchildren, as a generation gap so large
might not be the same. This also means that a lady may kiss her
father, grandfather, etc. Similarly, a mother can hug and kiss her
sons and grandsons. According to most Poskim, even a great-
grandson is permitted, as per the previous paragraph. This also

wrong, should not leave. Such a person is always needed.
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means that a man can be lenient with his mother and

grandmother, even if they are married and in a Niddah status.

Rabbinically Forbidden Relatives.

1) An aunt @), both a father or mother’s sister, is forbidden
wa1. This applies only to a blood relative. An uncle’s wife
is not a blood relative and the issur is then Torah-based. The
reason for this Rabbinic issur is to keep one away from
becoming lenient with those who are prohibited from the
Torah @. There is no difference as to the age of the aunt.

2) Asister (5 that has reached the age of eleven ). (This is unlike
an aunt who is prohibited at any age.) This distinction is made
by the Rambam (7).

In both of the above-mentioned cases, it does not state clearly
in the classical halachic sources if the opposite scenario (a lady
kissing her young uncle or her brother age twelve or younger
[once he is thirteen he has his own issur] is also prohibited.)
Relatives who are Forbidden from the Torah.

1) Nieces from the age of three, and certainly nephews’ wives.

2) Cousins from the age of three.

3) Uncle’s wives.

4) Daughters-in-law.

5) Sisters-in-law (both a brother’s wife and a wife’s sister).

|1 R’ Moshe Alshich zt”’] (Alshich HaKadosh) would say:
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“PYN NN PIND W02 - When Brei Yisroel would encamp, erect the Mishkan, perform the avodah, study Torah
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and perform mitzvos, it was a time of favor in the heavens. But when they took apart the Mishkan and embarked on their
journey, there was an element of exile for the Shechina and it was a time of anger. Thus, the posuk writes » - since
this word implies some crisis. Moshe would then declare, ‘Rise, Hashem, and Your enemies shall scatter,” imploring the
Almighty to cast the attribute of justice upon Israel’s enemies, to pour His anger over them and destroy them. When the
Aron came to rest, and the time of mercy and compassion returned, Moshe would declare, ‘Return, Hashem, to the tens
of thousands of Yisroel.” He prayed that the goodness of the attribute of mercy shall be directed towards Am Yisroel.”

R’ Yitzchok (Itzele) Blazer zt’1 of Peterburg (Pri Yitzchok) would say:

“PRNawNs N1 OYN NN YN YNV - Bnei Yisroel complained that the apportioning of the mann did not allow for
individual family uniqueness. Each one felt his family pedigree or personal wealth rendered him deserving of a greater
portion than his neighbor. The people could not tolerate the mann’s lack of distinction between families of wealth, nobility
and importance. Such an egotistical attitude reached the heights of ingratitude and threatened Moshe’s tolerance level.”

A Wise Man would say:
“Opportunity is missed by many people because it is usually dressed in overalls and looks like work!”
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In addition to his greatness in Torah learning, R’ Avrohom Genichovski zt’l, the Rosh Yeshivah of Tchebin, was also
a giant in middos and bein adam lachaveiro. Chessed encompassed his entire life. People constantly visited his home for
advice, consolation and monetary loans. Millions of shekels of charity funds passed through his hands and none of it
remained with him. He was always on the lookout for people in need and would often seek them out. He was known to
co-sign on loans for people and in one situation, this practice came back to hurt him.

The story is told by one of his close talmidim, who traveled to the United States and Canada to raise funds on behalf of
the National Center for Family Purity ("nnawnn ninvd »8nn 190", an organization that is involved in the strengthening
of Taharas HaMishpacha (family purity), by training, informing and constructing Mikvaos all over Eretz Yisroel. R’
Avraham Genichovski was the head of the executive committee, a post he inherited from the previous Tchebiner Rosh
Yeshivah, R’ Dov Ber Weidenfeld zt”’l, and one he took most seriously. Under his direction, the center established,
operated and continues to supervise over 800 ritual baths throughout the country, providing them certificates of kashrus.

The talmid arrived in Toronto and made his way to the home of a wealthy benefactor, a man renowned for his
generosity and open heart. He described the organization, how it functions and who controls it. Then, he pulled out a letter
of approbation from R’ Avraham attesting to the legitimacy of the work. The wealthy man took one look at the paper and
announced, “I am very sorry but I refuse to give to this organization.” When pressed to explain himself, the man told him
how he once lost a great deal of money on account of Rabbi Genichovski, and although it was a long time ago, and he had
already forgiven the money, he nevertheless did not feel like donating to a cause that this rabbi was promoting.

The talmid was shocked and refused to let it go. How can it be that a tzaddik like R’ Avraham Genichovski can cause a
fellow Yid to lose money? It was totally out of his character. The rich man explained that a number of years ago, a man
came to his door requesting a loan for a business proposition. It was a large sum - $300,000 - but he immediately produced
a paper with the title and signature of the Tchebiner Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Avraham Genichovski, attesting to the fact that he
is honest, trustworthy, and capable of paying back any monies lent to him. Rabbi Genichovski even agreed to be a
guarantor on the loan, and would pay back the sum should the man be unable to do so. On the strength of his word, the
rich man loaned him $300,000. “Unfortunately,” said the Canadian, “he never did pay me back, and out of respect to
Rabbi Genichovski, I didn’t feel it was appropriate to go after him for the money. I forgave the debt even though it was a
guaranteed loan. However, because of this, I am not interested in giving any more money to his organization.”

He left emptyhanded and confused. He knew his Rosh Yeshivah would never allow such a thing to occur. When he
arrived back in Eretz Yisroel, he made it his business to ask the Rosh Yeshivah about this incident. R* Avraham was quiet
when he heard the details and would not elaborate. The talmid continued to inquire at later times, always mentioning the
fact that if this rich man would not honor the Rosh Yeshivah’s letter of endorsement, then others might not do so either,
which could prove to be very painful when raising money. Finally, R> Avraham agreed to tell him what happened.

“The Rosh Yeshivah told me,” recounted the talmid, “that he never signed such a document. He never guaranteed the
man’s loan and never offered any words of approbation. Obviously, the man forged the whole document and ran away
with the money. Since the rich man had already forgiven the loan, R’ Avraham did not feel it was necessary to go back
and explain what happened to the man in Canada, for by doing so, he would be speaking Lashon Hara about this man!”

The talmid concluded. “I asked the Rosh Yeshivah, ‘But isn’t it important to follow up on this so that this man doesn’t pull
such a stunt again?’ to which R’ Avraham explained that he knew who the man was, had already spoken to him and taken

care of the matter. I understood that if he couldn’t retrieve the money, at least he ensured that it would never happen again!”
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Str: In the winter of 5690 (1930), Torah giants and the
Rebbes of Poland, with the Chofetz Chaim zt’1 at their helm,
gathered in Warsaw for a historic conference to annul a
decree affecting Jewish schoolchildren. One of those invited
to the conference, a great rabbi in his own right, arrived late.
When the Chofetz Chaim asked him why, he justified by
explaining that he had a personal matter to attend to.

The Chofetz Chaim reprimanded him: “Does the Rav not
know the posuk in Shiras Devorah (3-n ©vav):. ‘Curse
Meroz ... for they failed to come to help Hashem, against the
mighty.” From here we learn that important people - even
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the angels - are scrutinized and judged for coming late!”

The conference hall was filled with an uneasy silence.
At that point, R’ Meir Shapiro zt”] of Lublin arose and
attempted to ease the tension. With great tact he said, “All
my life, I have wondered: Ordinary people listen to the
reprimands of rabbis and preachers, and Rebbes teach their
Chassidim. Yet who is capable, when the need arises, to
reprimand those who are used to reprimanding, meaning the
great men of Israel? Now I am at peace, for we have the
Chofetz Chaim, the greatest among us, who spares no one,
reprimanding both great and small alike.”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The Gemara (XY mw) teaches: "..7MD »N PN MY 7N Yy “MY” - Demolishing in order to rebuild on the same site is
destroying, but if it is in order to rebuild elsewhere, it is not destroying (one is not liable for naw 5>n if his work [noxO1] is
destructive; if he demolishes a house in order to rebuild, it is constructive). Asks Rabba: “Since all forms of Melacha are
derived from the Mishkan, why was it allowed to be taken down in order to rebuild elsewhere? Since it is written, " 'n>39y"
- At the command of Hashem they (journeyed and) encamped, it was like demolishing in order to rebuild on the same site.”

The question remains: Even though Klal Yisroel only traveled according to the word of Hashem, it was still reassembled in
different places! How is the question answered? Sefer Shulchan Govoha brings a parable of a mother holding a young baby
in her arms. No matter where the mother goes, no matter how much she has moved around from place to place, the tiny infant
in her arms does not move at all, since he is secure in his mother’s embrace. Similarly, the Torah is teaching us that this is how
Bnei Yisroel traveled in the desert. True, Hashem may have commanded them to move from here to there, but as far as they
were concerned, they never moved at all because they were always traveling with Hashem and in His loving embrace.

Now we can understand the Gemara.. The "n»2 "mv" of the Mishkan was always done in the exact same place - in
Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s presence! With this, we can also understand the two expressions where we find the Name of Hashem
as "0'nn”. When a loved one passes away, people come to console and say, "0onx ony oypnn". And in the Haggadah shel
Pesach, we say, "Non T2 opnin 72", which comes after the nisayon of the four sons. The lesson is that if a Yid lives with
emunah in Hashem, he understands that no matter what happens or where he may be, he is always in the same place - in the
loving embrace of Hashem! Yehi Ratzon that all our travels through life be with simcha, nachas and shalom. onv ©pN 932.
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or teacher can do this by staying “above” the talmid, urging
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Rashi offers two explanations for the word "jmbyna” -
“When you cause to ascend. Since the flame rises, the posuk
describes kindling in terms of ascending. (Aharon) is
required to kindle the Menorah until the flame rises by itself
(MO Y MNow XN TY). Our Sages further expounded
from here that there was a step in front of the Menorah, on
which the kohen stood to prepare (the lamps).”

In Darash Moshe, R’ Moshe Feinstein zt’l explains that
there are two ways for a rebbi or teacher to educate his
charges. On the one hand, he can “hold his student’s hand”
and patiently coach him through a topic until the student has
mastered the material and lesson at hand. However, a more
effective method is when a mentor empowers his or her
student to feel the confidence in their own abilities. The rebbi

him on. By doing this, it will give the student self-motivation
and conviction to understand the matter at hand on his own,
to “take a crack” at delving into the pshat, producing far
greater results. This is what Aharon HaKohen was
commanded to do with the Menorah. The Menorah
represents the light of the Torah. "mn N JMYYNI” is an
expression of ascending, of rising higher. The flame should
be ignited to the degree, where it burns on it’s own!

Taking this point further, Rabbi Yisroel Solomon shlit’a
proves this from the scientific phenomenon of lighting a
candle. One can hold a lit candle horizontally above, but not
touching, an unlit candle. Wait a few seconds, and then the
unlit candle will ignite from the lit candle above it! This is
the Torah’s ideal way of igniting in our Talmidim/Children
a true passion and understanding of Torah and mitzvos.
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The parsha of Lashon Hara is Parshas Shelach, next week, when the spies bring back an evil report about Eretz Yisroel.

If so, why does our parsha end off with the Lashon Hara of Miriam about her brother Moshe? The answer is that the episode
of Miriam is a preface to understand WHY we speak Lashon Hara in the first place. We must understand the root of the
problem before we can begin to understand how to defeat it. The Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh explains that Miriam and Aharon
could not understand why Moshe had to separate from his wife. After all, they thought, Hashem speaks to us as well and we
don’t have to separate from our spouses! Their tragic error was that they equated themselves with Moshe Rabbeinu. The
Rambam (- 0 o) writes that the N (prophecy) of Moshe was on a completely different level than any other prophet.
When Aharon and Miriam realized their grave error, they cried out to Moshe, “Do not cast a sin upon us, for we have been
foolish and we have sinned.” They realized the two parts to their sin - “We have been foolish” and “we have sinned” -
implying that the foolishness was worse than the Lashon Hara itself! This is a tremendous lesson for us and perhaps the reason
why this entire episode is written before we even begin the parsha of the Meraglim. In order that we should stop judging each
other with our own understanding and realize that everyone is different in the way he or she thinks and acts. No one is
necessarily right or wrong since there are many ways of looking at the same situation. The only CORRECT judgment call is
the one called judging favorably! I don’t have to agree with you, and I don’t even have to understand you but I DO have to
know that you are an individual who is entitled to do things your way, with your daas, and your nature. Judging others in a
favorable way - this is the ONLY way we will succeed in eradicating the terrible and destructive sin of Lashon Hara.




