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A SERIES IN HALACHA o B
LIVING A"TORAH" DAY ﬂwy Db
Relevant Halachos for the Yom Tov of Shavuos
Shavuos on Motzei Shabbos: “YAKNEHAZ”. As Chag
HaShavuos begins this Motzei Shabbos, our Sages have given
us an easy-to-remember device (MmN SwN) to help us
remember the sequence of berachos for the complex Kiddush we
recite on such a Motzei Shabbos. It is a combination of the
Havdalah for the outgoing Shabbos and Kiddush that ushers in
the incoming Yom Tov. It is a five-step tool: YAyin (beracha
on wine), Kiddush (in honor of Yom Tov), NEr (candle),
HAvdala (for Shabbos), Zman (Shehechyanu). This is
commonly referred to as YAKNEHAZ (3'5). Sometimes, it
is a four- step procedure. For example, when the final day of
Pesach begins on Motzei Shabbos and there is no Shehechyanu
beracha, it is then called YAKNEH. There is also an occasion
where it is a six-step process. When the second day of Sukkos
begins on Motzei Shabbos and we add the beracha of 2wY"

"nowa. In this situation, it is known as YAKNEHAZEL.
Application. This formula does not apply when Yom Tov is
on Thursday and Friday, and we usher in Shabbos and escort
out the Yom Tov. The reason is because we only escort when
we are leaving a day to go down to a weekday or a lesser
day, like Yom Tov as compared to Shabbos. (In this case,
Havdala made after Shabbos might be viewed as escorting
out the Yom Tov that was a lead-up to Shabbos.)

Sitting or Standing. There are a number of different customs
regarding whether one should sit or stand, both for Kiddush and
Havdala. The general rule is that a person should do for
YAKNEHAZ as he does for Kiddush the whole year, even if it
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will not be the same as he does for Havdala the whole year (1).
For example, if one normally stands for Kiddush and sits for
Havdala, he should stand for YAKNEHAZ.

How to do NER. Those who normally make Havdala on a big
braided candle (as is the custom), should not use this type of
candle this week because they will not be able to extinguish it
on Yom Tov and will be forced to let it burn itself out for the full
two days of Shavuos. This is unpleasant as well as unsafe. Since
for Havdala there is a preference, although not an obligation, to
use a double flame which gives off more light, on Yo Tov, many
Gedolim ) would have someone put two Yom Tov candles (from
the candles which the lady bentched licht over) together for the
beracha of Ner. Other Gedolim were concerned that this might
be a form of extinguishing candles on Yom Tov, and did not do
it this way. For example, R* Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt’1
did not bend the candles together because he felt that some of
the melted wax will fall off causing the candles to go out earlier
than they would have. There might be a Rabbinic issur (py so10)
which “looks like extinguishing” when after the two flames flare
up into a bigger flame, and then are pulled apart 3. This entire
topic is discussed in Sefer Yom Tov Sheni K’hilchaso ).
Havdala Cup. The RM”A writes ) that it is a “Siman
Beracha” to fill up the Havdala cup with extra wine so that it
should pour over the sides. Those who do not do this for
Kiddush, should not do this for YAKNEHAZ ©).

Ladies Drinking. Even though it is customary that ladies do not
drink wine from the Havdala cup, in this case where it is also
the Kiddush cup, ladies do drink the wine.
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R’ Elimelech of Lizhensk zt”’1 (Noam Elimelech) would say:
“TyIn SNNA PO 72101 NN OXR N 1A - The words ‘Midbar Sinai’ allude to the humility of Har Sinai, for Hashem
disregarded all the high and mighty mountain peaks and chose Sinai, the lowest of all mountains to give the Torah. But
lest one think that emulating Har Sinai requires one to be painfully low and sad, Hashem wants us to be happy, like the
joy we feel during a holiday. Thus, "7y 5nX2' - a Jew must enter a state of ‘Moed’ - true joy in the service of Hashem.”

R’ Chaim Yosef Halevi Friedman shlit’a (Siach Tzaddikim) would say:

“The custom to eat milk products on Shavuos is based on the fact that milk comes from a cow, and if the person
milking the cow does not use a bucket or vessel to collect the milk, it will simply fall on the ground. Similarly, the
Yom Tov of Shavuos is the time when Hashem sends down from Heaven, all the pipelines of Torah knowledge,
hasmada and toil. If a Jew does not make himself into a vessel to collect these gifts, they simply fall to the ground.”

A Wise Man would say:

“The Torah is an 'o™n \Y' - a tree of life. It sustains and protects those who learn and fulfill its words. 'nMn' is
B’gematria 611, the same as 'mnd X 0»nY'". In Tehillim, it says: (2-10) “"NynY % ONYW OPON 129 DNN" - “The Lord spoke
one, I heard two’ - a reference to the first two Dibros that Hashem spoke. If you total up the first letter of each word
(WRLWNTN) it amounts to 613, ¥ pwd. The 613 commandments of the Torah sustain all life.
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Shortly before Shavuos, Reb Kalman was asked to serve as a dayan (judge) at a din Torah in Sanz. He agreed to do so
on condition that he would be finished early enough to be able to reach Dzhikov for Yom Tov. The case ended on Erev
Shavuos, and Reb Kalman went to take leave of R’ Chaim Halberstam zt”l, the Sanzer Rav, before departing. R’
Chaim asked him where he was going so close to Yom Tov and Reb Kalman was struck by a thought: “So many
chassidim of the Sanzer Rav are coming here for Yom Tov; how does it look for me to leave now?”” He decided that he
had no choice but to remain there for Shavuos. Yom Tov was uplifting and he did not regret his decision to stay in Sanz.

However, the true chasid that he was, when Rosh Hashana came around a few months later, Reb Kalman followed
his usual practice of traveling to Dzhikov to spend the holy days with his Rebbe, R’ Leizer’l. How shocked he was when
he came before his Rebbe who asked him, “Where were you for Shavuos?” Reb Kalman went pale for a moment before
explaining how circumstances had forced him to spend Shavuos in Sanz. R’ Leizer’]l thought for a moment and then
responded, “If so, let the Sanzer Rav provide you with parnassa!” Reb Kalman was shocked by the Rebbe’s remark, and
concluded that R” Leizer’]l was insulted that he had spent Shavuos in Sanz rather than in Dzhikov.

Four weeks later, on the 3rd of Mar Cheshvan - the day of the yahrzeit of the Heiliger Rizhiner, R’ Yisroel of Rizhin
zt”’] - R’ Leizer’l suddenly passed away. His chassidim were heartbroken and did not know where to turn for direction.

Until that day, the flour business run by Reb Kalman’s wife had been flourishing, thanks to the miraculous sack of flour,
and his family’s situation had greatly improved. However, on the day of R’ Leizer’l’s passing, his wife suddenly noticed
that the supply of flour began to dwindle until after a few weeks, the sack completely emptied. Reb Kalman’s wife then told
her husband about R’ Leizer’l’s beracha, and he now understood his Rebbe’s comment. While R’ Leizer’l was alive, he
would see to it that his chasid had sustenance, but after he would leave this world, his blessing would no longer take effect.
He was hinting that Reb Kalman should accept the Sanzer Rav as his Rebbe, who would continue to assist him. Heeding the
parting wish of his Rebbe, Reb Kalman became a chasid of R’ Chaim Sanzer, and soon after was offered a position as a
dayan in Gorlitz. From then on, his family was provided for with dignity. (Adapted from Gut Voch, Avrohom Barash)

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH

Although Shavuos is one of the shalosh regalim, it does
not require the same amount of preparation that Pesach
and Sukkos requires. Why? Because Shavuos has no extra
mitzvos other than to REJOICE on this great day! It is a
time to show Hashem where your heart is and how much
you love Him and His Torah! That is meant to be our
focus and as a result, we have no other mirzvos to distract
us from this single, all-encompassing goal!

But, as Rabbi Zev Leff shlit’a points out, although we
have no extra mitzvos, we do have certain minhagim - five
customs that are meant to teach us a deeper appreciation of
how to actually acquire the great gift of Torah. The five
minhagim are: Reciting AKDAMOS before laining, eating
dairy food, reading Megillas Rus, decorating the home
with flowers and greenery, and last but not least, staying
up all night to learn Torah! Can you find the common
denominator between all of the above? They reverberate
with the message of toil! AMEILUS! The idea that the
important things in life do not happen in a minute! Real
growth and real spirituality are a process. It takes time and
hard work. This is truly the only way to acquire Torah.

Let’s explain. Akdamos teach us that before one can learn
Torah, he needs a long and meaningful preface to appreciate
what Torah is! Milk products remind us of the foundation of
life since milk is the first food that a baby is nourished with.
It is because of the milk that this child can grow into a healthy
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adult. Megillas Rus traces the foundation of Melech
HaMashiach - the obvious goal of the entire world.
Decorating the house with greenery reminds us of the
preparation and hard work that goes into the planting,
sowing, fertilizing and harvesting of food until it becomes
ripe. Staying up all night signifies that Torah comes with
ameilus! Not by eating or sleeping but by pushing oneself to
the limit! Yes, it is a process. It takes time and hard work!
We all know that we are living in the INSTANT
generation. Today’s philosophy is, “If something cannot be
had by the press of a button, it is not important!”” This, my
friends, is the ANTITHESIS of Torah ideology! Anything
that is truly valuable takes time and a great deal of effort.
This is what the customs on Shavuous are trying to teach us.

So as we celebrate this unprecedented day, the greatest
day in Jewish history, and relive Kabbolas HaTorah on this
most beautiful holiday, let us remember HOW we are meant
to acquire the Torah. But let us be sure to fulfill the one and
only mitzvah on this day of truly being HAPPY, truly
rejoicing with the Torah. We must show Hashem how much
we appreciate and are thrilled to be His chosen nation.

We must press the “LOVESICK button” for Hashem.
Only by expressing our joy and excitement, which is our
mitzvah, can we possibly understand and internalize the
message of our minhagim - that Torah is worth putting in
the time and toil to achieve! May we all be zoche!
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Parshas Bamidbar describes the individual banner
(937) that was the symbol of each Shevet of Israel. The
symbol of the Tribe of Zevulun was a merchant ship. They
were the original ocean mariners who made their living by
the sea. Thus, their symbol was a ship. The question can
be asked: As we know, Shevet Zevulun supported Shevet
Yissochar, who spent their days immersed in Torah study
and halacha. If Hashem wished the tribe of Zevulun to be
successful in order to earn enough for two tribes, why
didn’t He make life easy for Zevulun? Why couldn’t
Zevulun have a nice, clean job, where they sit behind
desks, make some phone calls, and generate profits?
Instead, they were sailors, traveling the treacherous seas in
unsafe vessels. The category of those who “descend to the
sea” (00 >T) is one of the categories of people that are
required to thank Hashem for saving them (by bentching
Hagomel) each time they return from a trip.

Shevet Zevulun probably had the most dangerous
profession of any of the tribes. Why wasn’t Zevulun given
abreak? After all, he is supporting his brother. Couldn’t he
be given the choicest of jobs? Why did Providence decree
that his lot should be that of a sailor?

R’ Dovid Feinstein shlit’a (Kol Dodi) cites the
Gemara (29 yvyPp) which states that the majority of
sailors are pious (mon 0a1). Why? Because “there are
no atheists in a foxhole.” In other words, surviving the
ordeals of the sea brings a person closer to his Maker.
Every time a sailor leaves dry land, he puts his life into the
Almighty’s Hand. Sailors see and feel Divine Providence
throughout their journeys. That is why Hashem steered
Zevulun into the merchant marine. He wanted Zevulun to
support Yissochar. He wanted Zevulun to be Baalei
Tzedakah - people who give charity and help others. The
people who are most likely to be Baalei Tzedakah are the
people who see the Hand of Hashem in their livelihood.

R’ Yissochar Frand shlit’a elaborates on this and
says, business people who have no idea how much they
are going to earn in a certain year or how many clients or
customers will come their way, generally talk about the
“Hashgacha” (Divine Providence) of their success. On
the other hand, people who are salaried and receive the
same paycheck every single week and know from the
beginning of the year exactly how much they will be
earning, are typically less sensitive to the Yad Hashem in
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their financial success. They are more likely to thmk, “I
earn the living” and, “My strength and the might of my
hand made me this great wealth.” ("N ©D127)

People who are constantly reminded that they are
dependent upon Hashem are generally more generous. So,
precisely because Hashem wanted Zevulun to support
Yissochar, He put him in a type of work where he would
sense Divine involvement in his life on a daily basis. As
such, he will be more generous in his giving of charity.

(5-2 F) .. 3T TONT FED TON NN YR 8O
In Anavas Chessed, the Chafetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel
Meir Hakohen zt”] suggests that the posuk “You shall not
make with Me any gods of silver or gods of gold.”
prohibits - if only through allusion - turning one’s gold and
silver into gods. Making one’s money into his deity.

This constitutes an important theme of Shavuos. On this
day, we not only commemorate our reception of the Torah,
but we “celebrate” the fact that we have the Torah. We
rejoice in the knowledge that on this day, we were given
the most precious gift in the world - the Torah - the means
by which we can become Hashem’s treasured and chosen
people. No other asset in the world can possibly mean
more to a person than our gift at Ma’amad Har Sinai.
Wealth must be viewed as the critical means by which we
capitalize on this special privilege, not an end unto itself.
Indeed, the Chofetz Chaim cites a comment in the Yalkut
on Parshas Re’eh associating miserly conduct to idolatry.
One who places all his trust in his property, to the point that
he refuses to assist others, necessarily undermines his faith
in the Almighty. He has truly made gods of silver and gold.

This explains the relationship between the two titles of
this holiday, ™»nn ym y»' and “Chag HaBikkurim.”
Shavuos not only celebrates receiving the Torah, but also
marks the festival of the first fruits, when the farmers bring
their early produce to the Beis HaMikdash as an offering.
The farmer thereby declares that, in essence, everything he
“owns” in fact belongs to Hashem and by His grace alone
does he plow, sow and reap. Rather than eating the first fruits
right away, we donate them to the Almighty. By contrast,
we herald Matan Torah by remaining awake through the
night, studying and imbibing as much Torah knowledge as
we can before sunrise. In this way, we remind ourselves
that Torah is, by far, our most precious commodity - much
more even than the first fruits which we donate to hekdesh.

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV
(-3 93723) .. oo w1 85 ooy L asd SW'I":SW 273 A

Why did Nadav and AVihu, the two sons of Aharon,
die? In Parshas Shemini, the Torah describes their deaths
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and Rashi there brings a machlokes (30 Y2 Y) between
Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yishmael. One says that the sons
of Aharon were "y27 W %91 NI9N N - Paskening
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“Sinai” means a scholar with an encyclopedic mind, as though he had been present at Har Sinai when Hashem gave the

Torah. An “Oiker Harim” (one who uproots mountains) has a fiery and incisive mind. This is an age-old debate in Jewish
education. Many schools and yeshivos attempt to accommodate both ideals through two distinct tracks of study. Bekius
study is for the purpose of covering ground and increasing a talmid’s exposure to as much of the Talmud or Tanach as
possible. Iyun (in-depth analysis) focuses on one subject and seeks to analyze and understand it from various angles.

Like many of the greatest Rabbanim in Jewish history, R’ Boruch Ber Leibowitz zt”]l was a prodigy at a very young
age. Garnering the reputation of being a genius when your hometown is Slutsk is like being called Sherlock in Scotland
Yard; talmudic greatness was valued in Slutsk. It was home to some of the greatest minds, such as R’ Isser Zalman
Meltzer zt”’1, R’ Aharon Kotler zt”’], R’ Yechezkel Abramsky zt”’]l, and many other great halachic personalities.

At the age of 16, the young and innovative Boruch Ber went off to learn in the esteemed Volozhin Yeshiva. Legend
has it that he had a difficult time adjusting to the new curriculum and fitting in with his peers. A mind like R’ Boruch
Ber’s cannot easily be contained. His will to develop new ideas (chiddushim) got in the way of simple steady learning. In
many ways his mind worked in the same way as the mind of his brilliant Rebbe, R’ Chaim Soloveitchik (Brisker) zt”1.

In his later years, R” Boruch Ber related something that happened to him in his teens, an incident that marked a turning
point in his Torah learning. He was young and sharp and he found himself devoting most of his time and energy to
learning Gemara in-depth (b’iyun) that he had virtually forgotten the importance of attaining breadth and scope in in the
Talmud (bekius). One day, while attending a shiur, he asked the rebbi a question, and the latter’s sharp reply took him
totally by surprise. In response to his question, the rebbi shot back at him, “It appears that you are unaware that in this
masechta there is an explicit passage that contradicts what you say. Go and learn, young man!”

R’ Boruch Ber took the rebbi’s words very hard. He went home. When he entered the door he burst into tears and
hurried to his room. His mother, hearing his weeping, was worried and frightened, but when she asked why he was crying
he refused to tell her. All he did was mumble to himself, “I am an ignoramus and an am ha’aretz. What will become of me?”

Afterwards, lying on his bed and spent from crying, he heard an inner voice tell him, “Return to the Beis Medrash and
dedicate your Torah study. Attain bekius and you will blossom in Torah and become a Gadol b’Yisroel.”

R’ Boruch Ber would relate, “When I awoke the next morning, I decided that from that day forward, I would devote
myself exclusively to bekius, to become a ‘Sinai’ in Torah study. I put all my strength into it, learning daf after daf until 1
finished the whole Shas. Only afterwards did I return to the yeshivah to hear shiurim. Thanks to this, I became who I am.”

The Rav of Slutzk, the gaon R’ Meir Feimer zt”1, would often speak with R’ Boruch Ber in learning. When Boruch
Ber reached the age of sixteen, R’ Feimer told him, “You are already a great lamdan, and so it is time for you to go learn
Torah in Volozhin.” R” Feimer spoke to his parents and arranged for young Boruch Ber to travel to Volozhin.

Once there, R’ Chaim Brisker took the young bochur under his wing and developed this burgeoning titan. He helped
hone his unbridled and boundless intellectual power. With time, R’ Boruch Ber became known for his knack of calling
every sevara (logical distinction) into question. As R’ Isser Zalman once proclaimed: “With Reb Boruch Ber, no sevara
is safe!” Ultimately, R’ Boruch Ber’s style was epitomized by precision. He argued that one must speak the answer
clearly or not say it at all. The solution to any Talmudic problem must come from the text itself. No imposed answer
could resolve any challenge adequately. A resolution must resonate with the daf, with the words. In the end, R* Boruch
Ber incorporated “Sinai” and “Oiker Harim” into one brilliant, over-achieving mind.
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Among R’ Eliezer Hurvitz zt”’] of Dzhikov’s staunchest chassidim was a scholarly man named Reb Kalman. He
lived with his family in a small village, studied Torah incessantly, and eked out a meager living. Reb Kalman’s wife
begged him to visit his Rebbe and request a blessing for sustenance, but Reb Kalman was shocked at the idea of
squandering his precious time with the Rebbe on such mundane matters! Finally, after much pleading on her part, Reb
Kalman told his wife, “If you want a berachah for parnassa from the Rebbe, go ask for it yourself!”

Needing no further persuasion, she immediately set off for Dzhikov, and poured out her heart to the Rebbe about their
difficult situation. R” Leizer listened carefully and then instructed her to go home and purchase a sack of flour and start a
flour business. “And what will I do when the sack of flour is finished?” The Rebbe responded by repeating his instructions.

Reb Kalman’s wife went home and did as the Rebbe had instructed. She bought a sack of flour and embarked upon
her business, which soon flourished and indeed provided them with adequate livelihood. She noticed that no matter how
much flour she sold, the original sack always remained full; it was quite obviously a miracle from the Rebbe’s blessing.

She did not inform her husband of the Rebbe’s “business plan” out of fear that he would be opposed to being provided
for through supernatural means, thus depleting their storehouse of zechusim (merits) for earthly matters.
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would we want to commemorate that set and not the second portion of his learning. The Gemara learns that we must
pair which were never broken? The answer is because even honor a falmid chacham who forgot his learning from the
though they shattered and became "mm> »av", nevertheless, fact that the broken luchos were placed in the Aron.
they retained their special kedusha, their G-dly holiness, and ~ Therefore, Rav Yosef stresses that if it were not for »wn"
were even placed inside the Aron for posterity. They were "nNow - the day of the giving of the luchos which were
not forgotten and should never be marginalized, just because eventually broken, he would be like any other Yosef in the
the second set of luchos were the ones that remained. marketplace, because he knew at that point as little Torah
Rav Yosef was emphasizing "N0y ONn" - “that day” as  as the average person. However, due to “that day” of the
the day of the giving of the luchos which were broken as broken luchos, which are placed in the Aron and given
opposed to the luchos which were given on Yom Kippur honor, he felt different from other Yosefs. He, too, was
and were not broken. Chazal in a number of places honored due to the Torah he once knew, which elevated
indicate that Rav Yosef became ill and forgot a significant  and affected him despite his later forgetting that Torah.
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Chacham Rabbi Yaakov Abuchatzeira zt”] (1808-1880) served as the chief rabbi of Tafilalet, Morocco, until shortly
before his death. He was an accomplished scholar and kabbalist renowned for his piety, who performed many miracles. His
written works include “Abir Yaakov” a commentary on the Torah, ethical works (most of a kabbalistic nature) and
responsa on Jewish law. His tomb in Egypt is an official antiquity site protected by the Egyptian government. On his
yahrzeit a ceremony attended by hundreds of devotees is held there, many traveling from Israel whenever permissible.

One day, as Rav Yaakov was passing a seminary for Islamic studies in Tafilalet, his attention was caught by some
men at the front door, who were calling to him. They invited the chacham inside to participate in a religious discussion
that was about to take place. The Rav cautiously consented, for fear that if he did not, he would be accused of insulting
Islam. He was equally apprehensive that the “friendly” invitation was nothing more than a trap. Indeed, his fears proved
to be well-founded, as the meeting escalated into a session bent on belittling and besmirching the Jewish religion.

The odds were not in his favor, but Rav Yaakov, who was familiar with the Koran, defended his position skillfully,
with the truth of the Torah. By the time the discussion ended, the ideology of the Muslims was in shreds. Bystanders and
those who came to witness the rabbi being attacked by fellow Muslims, could not help but agree with him to a degree.

Of course, this did not sit well with the chacham’s contenders, but they knew that they could not report this encounter
to the liberal and sympathetic local sheikh, Al-Asla, who might take the Jew’s side against theirs. Instead of reporting the
incident to him directly, they delegated three Muslim representatives to report the Jewish leader’s slander of their
prophet Muhammad to the inflexible Sultan of Fez. In this way, they found a way around Sheikh Al-Aslam.

When news of the ominous meeting reached the Jews of Tafilalet, they ran to Rav Yaakov, and said “Your life is as
precious to us as our own!” They entreated him to ask the kind Sheikh Al-Aslam to send men to defend him - and them.
Rav Yaakov calmed his people, urging them to say Tehillim, emphasizing that the words of King David are “words that
come from the heart.” This was an opportunity for the people to pour out their hearts to Hashem, he told them.

Soon news arrived that the same three messengers had accomplished their mission and were on the way back from
Fez with the Sultan’s decree: death to the perpetrator of the slander against the Prophet. The Jews assembled before the
chacham’s house in tears. Suddenly, a single horseman leading two riderless mounts galloped past the knot of Jews in a
cloud of dust, reining in his steed in front of the Islamic seminary. Everyone turned to stare; what was this?

They quickly found out. The two absent riders were the messengers who had been sent by the evil Sultan of Fez.
Having almost reached Tafilalet to carry out their terrible mission, two of the assassins had been killed by falling stones
as they passed under the arch in the town’s wall. It was a freak accident but one that was not taken lightly.

When they heard the news, the town’s Muslim religious leaders believed that this timely misfortune had a direct
connection with the decree against the Jewish chacham, Rav Yaakov, and they decided to leave the tzaddik in peace.

Once again, the Jews gathered before the chacham’s house, this time to express their joy at the outcome of the
situation. “It was because of all of you that I was saved,” he told them. He urged them to constantly increase their
chessed, charitable contributions, and say Tehillim because, he insisted, it is the best protection against threats to Klal
Yisroel, and its words are holy words that come purely from the heart!

What makes a great sage? How does one become an accomplished Talmid Chacham? Breadth or depth? Loads of
knowledge or penetrating insight? In the words of the Gemara (7 7). “What is preferable? »»0o or o0 pw?”

halachos in front of their Rebbe, Moshe. The other says,
"UTpnd 13 P MmNy’ - They were intoxicated upon
entering the Mishkan. However, here, in Parshas
Bamidbar, the posuk provides an entirely new approach as
to the reason for their untimely deaths: .. NN 27 N’
"onY vn N> o) - They died because they did not have
children. The Gemara (70 mn2) says that Nadav and Avihu
were deserving of death due to the fact that they never took
the time to get married and have children.

Perhaps one can interpret this in a new light. In the
first posuk of Parshas Achrei Mos, the Torah says that
Hashem spoke to Moshe Rabbeinu, “After the deaths of
Aharon’s two children who came close before Hashem,
and they died.” Why the redundancy? If Hashem spoke to
Moshe " nN” - after their deaths, then of course "n»”
- they died! The Zohar Hakadosh explains that Nadav
and Avihu died two deaths. One, a physical death, and
two, a spiritual death - since they did not leave over any
children. This may be further understood with the words of
the Baal HaTurim in Bamidbar (v>-7) who writes that the
word "y is found in only two places in Tanach. In
Bamidbar, "y X vy and in Zecharya (0-): AN v’
"om31. Together with the well-known Chazal: ww mn”
"MNA NN N O - “Just as his children have life, he too has
life.” 1f a person is zocheh to maintain children who follow
in his footsteps, then he is considered alive, continuing to
live spiritually even after a physical death. Thus, the Baal
HaTurim quotes two posukim to teach us that in truth,
"M XY PNY” - a person will continue to live and not die,
only when and if "0 nX v’ - he leaves over “lebedika
kinder” - children who live a Torah life, following the path
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he blazed forth. Now, we can understand the word "ymm’
in Parshas Achrei Mos, and the posuk "on> yn N2 0»1Y
in Parshas Bamidbar. Since Nadav and Avihu never
married and bore children, as a result, when they passed
away, they remained dead and did not continue living
through the lives of their children.
.......... T3 UTIND TIPY I

On the Yom Tov of Shavuos, we read Megilas Rus. If
we build on the previous thought, perhaps we can put forth
the following novel pshat. In perek 'R posuk ", the posuk
states: "M WY NN IV MY W TIOR . Elimelech
died and his wife Naomi was left alone with her two sons.
Two posukim later, it says, P21 PonNN DMWY DY W'
"NYON) T MW NN Nwm. Naomi’s two sons also died
and now she was bereft of her children - "nv N - and
from her husband as well. Why is it necessary to repeat that
she lost her husband? We already know this from two
posukim previously? Based on the yesod we said earlier,
my machshava is as follows: Yes, Naomi did lose her
husband, however, since her children were still alive, she
still felt as if a part of her husband was still living, although
not physically, but spiritually, since her children followed
in the footsteps of her husband. But now that her two sons,
Machlon and Kilyon, also passed away, now she truly felt
that her husband was dead. There was nothing remaining
of him once his children passed away.

On this special Yom Tov of Matan Torah, the day when
Hashem gave eternal life to His Nation through the Torah,
may we all be zoche to give it over to our children and all
future generations, not only to give them life, but so that it
may keep us alive for mm7 07 as well!
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The Gemara relates that every year, on the Yom Tov of
Shavuos, the holy Amora Rav Yosef would host a festive
seuda and serve expensive delicacies. At the meal, he
would announce, NN GO 110 D) NPT NI XD WD N
"Npwa - “If not for that special day (Shavuos), I would be
no different than any other Yosef in the marketplace.”
Rashi explains that Rav Yosef was referring to the
amount of Torah that he learned and how it elevated him
on a spiritual level above all the other people - it
distinguished him from all the other men named Yosef
who walked the streets. Many wonder about this statement
and ask how it is possible for a tzaddik like Rav Yosef, a
man who was known for his extreme humility (:0n VYD)
to utter a statement that seems, at least on the surface, to
appear boastful and arrogant? It is unlikely that Rav Yosef
was raising himself up by putting others down - so what

was his real intention with this statement?

My machshava here teaches us an important lesson on
how to view Talmidei Chachamim. Thousands of years
ago, Hashem came down on Har Sinai and gave His most
precious gift, the Torah, to Klal Yisroel. What did they do
with it? No less than forty days later, they created the Eigel
and worshipped an idol. Moshe saw what was happening
in the Jewish camp, and immediately threw the luchos
down, splintering them into little pieces. After much
begging and introspection, the Jewish people were
exonerated and Moshe went back up to heaven for a
second set of luchos. He brought these down on Yom
Kippur, and began to teach the nation the laws and
halachos of the Torah. Well, if the luchos that remained
were the ones that came down on Yom Kippur - not
Shavuos - why do we celebrate the holiday in Sivan, and
and not in Tishrei? The first luchos were shattered - why




