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allowed it to cross his mind again!

Swma: The brothers stood before the ruler and were plainly
embarrassed. Until now, they were never concerned about
making parnassa; in fact, they were always in the position

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (37)
Chanukah. The Bnei Yisasschar (1) writes that the spiritual
flame caused by lighting the Chanukah menorah can awaken
heavenly mercy to grant a person children, health and parnassa.
Therefore, many people daven for these things right after
finishing "myw» 7 W' Some also recite the unique T OWO
composed by the Bnei Yisasschar before lighting, which

contains many requests, including a request for good parnassa.
Rosh Chodesh Teves. The days of Chanukah flow into the
month of Teves which, of course, includes the day of Rosh
Chodesh. This is to remind us that the Greek Hellenists were
especially eager to stop the Jewish count of the lunar month and
their celebration of Rosh Chodesh. If a person celebrates Rosh
Chodesh correctly and has a proper bread meal with better
quality food and drink, Hashem will add to his parmassa. From
the wording of the ¥y M ) - a Rishon and early commentator -
it seems that Hashem will not just pay him back for the amount
he spent on the Rosh Chodesh food and drink, but He will add to
his parnassa in general. However from the Tur and Beis
Yoseph (3) it would sound like Hashem will just pay him back
for whatever extra he spent on the better quality meal(s)
celebrating Rosh Chodesh. Additionally, the Mussaf prayer on
Rosh Chodesh also includes words asking for good pamassa.
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to support others. But now, everything had changed and they
were on the receiving end. It takes great men to recognize a
change in their situation and to realize that these matters are
not in their hands. Bitachon in Hashem is the only way!
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Tzedakah on Chanukah. The Magen Avraham @) writes that
the custom is for poor people to go around and collect money on
Chanukah. Since the Greeks tried to eradicate the relationship of
Bnei Yisroel as "D o', after the victory we reestablished
ourselves as “sons of Hashem” who act like their Father with
mercy and charity. Just as we open our hands with charity,
Hashem will open His Hands and grant us good pamassa.
Zos Chanukah: Last Day of Chanukah. The final day of the
Yom Tov of Chanukah is called “Zos Chanukah” because on
this day we read from the Torah the portion of "nawaN MOwH NN,
Even though Yom Kippur and Hoshana Rabba - days of the final
heavenly seal (n»nn) for the new year - have passed, the Bnei
Yisasschar in ©¥mn 0347 () writes that there is one final (end
of the first quarter of the year) deadline, namely Chanukah, that
gives one the chance to pray and thereby improve his seal for a
good year. There are other sources for this, listed in 9823 590) ©).
The Pele Yoetz (7 says that the last day of Chanuka is a special
opportune time to bring down good parnassa. 1 have heard it
said, without finding a written source, that getting the last aliyah
on Zos Chanukah is a segulah for good parnassa. This is
possibly because the lengthy reading on this day, recalls the total
amount of the all money that the Nesiim donated to the mishkan

and thus it is a segulah for one to earn an amount of money ).
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R’ Avraham Shmuel Binyamin Sofer ZT”’L (Ksav Sofer) would say: 9 1IN (8) NANN I¥ (7) KM PI9 NN
“As the brothers stood before Yosef and he addressed them harshly, they recognized that this was divine retribution
for having ‘seen the anguish ("9 NN) of our brother (Yosef) when he pleaded with us and we did not listen.’ For as
they stripped Yosef of his coat and threw him into the pit, he pleaded for his life; not just his physical life but also he
realized that were he to become a slave in Egypt, his spiritual existence will be jeopardized. But they did not listen and
sold him away. Now, though, when their brother Shimon was taken away and held as a hostage in an Egyptian dungeon
it became clear that Shimon’s spirituality was in danger just as Yosef’s had been - and now they saw divine retribution.”

R’ Tzadok Hakohen of Lublin ZT”’L would say:

“Chazal teach us (:X2 nav) that the holiday of Chanukah was not instituted immediately, but rather the following
year after all the miracles, it was established as a Yom Tov for all time. Why not right away? Because a Jewish festival
is not just a commemoration of miracles; there is an actual a0 neTP (holiness of the time) in that specific time period
that completes the commemoration, as in Pesach (Y0 Y'0), Shavuos (Y00 ), etc. The rabbis waited until the year after
the Chanukah miracles to ascertain if they feel a special purity in the time. When they did, they instituted the holiday.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Music is the language of the soul. It is the only language in which a person cannot say a mean or sarcastic thing.”
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The state of Montana, long known as “big sky” territory, is vast and beautiful, like all its Northwestern neighbors. One
might assume that there is room enough for everyone to live there in peace. Yet in the past two decades, the five-state area
of Washington, Oregon, Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana has been designated as a “white homeland” for the Aryan Nation
and growing numbers of skinheads, Klu Klux Klan members, and other white supremacists. These groups have targeted
nonwhites, Jews, and other “undesirables” for harassment, vandalism, and injury, which in some cases has led to murder.

In Billings, Montana (population 83,000), there have been a number of hate crimes: the desecration of a Jewish
cemetery, threatening phone calls to Jewish citizens, and swastikas painted on the home of a Jewish couple. This disturbed
and dishonored the vast majority of law-abiding citizens, who looked at these incidents as a stain against their city. But it
was something else that activated the people of faith and goodwill throughout the entire community.

On December 2, 1993, a brick was thrown through 5-year old Isaac Schnitzer’s bedroom window.The brick and shards
of glass were strewn all over the child’s bed. The reason? A menorah and other symbols of Jewish faith were stenciled on
the glass as part of the family’s Chanukah celebration and decoration. The account of the incident in the Billings Gazette
the next day reported that Isaac’s mother, Tammy Schnitzer, was troubled by the advice she got from the investigating
officer. He suggested that to keep the peace, she remove the symbols. This caused a crisis in the Schnitzer home: how
could they remove a symbol of Jewish religious freedom in response to fear of further religious harassment?

Another woman in Billings was deeply touched by that question. She tried to imagine explaining to her Christian children
that they couldn’t have their religious symbols adorning their home because it wasn’t safe. She recalled what happened when
Hitler ordered the king of Denmark to force Danish Jews to wear the Star of David. The order was never carried out because
the king himself and many other Danes chose to wear the yellow stars. The Nazis lost the ability to find their “enemies.”

There are several dozen Jewish families in Billings. This kind of tactic could effectively deter violence if enough people
got involved. So she phoned her pastor and asked what he thought of having Sunday school children make paper cut-out
menorahs for their own windows. He liked the idea and got on the phone with his clergy colleagues around town. The
following week, menorahs appeared in the windows of hundreds of homes all around town. The sight was a wonder to
behold! In a further show of solidarity, five days after the brick incident at the Schnitzer home, the Gazette published a
full-page drawing of a menorah, along with a general invitation for people to put it up. By the end of the week at least six
thousand homes (some accounts estimate up to ten thousand) were decorated with menorahs!

A sporting goods store got involved by displaying “Not in Our Town! No hate. No violence. Peace on Earth” on its
large billboard. Townspeople organized a vigil outside the synagogue during Shabbos services in support of their Jewish
neighbors. Even the local United Methodist church put up their very own menorah display.

The haters didn’t give up entirely but eventually the nasty incidents waned. The people of Billings, however, continued in
their efforts to support one another against hate crimes. During Pesach that spring, 250 Christians joined their Jewish
neighbors at traditional Seder meals. And a newfound connection with greater mutual understanding and respect has been
achieved. Last winter, families all over Billings took out their menorahs to reaffirm their commitment to peace and religious
tolerance. The light they shared in their community must be continuously rekindled until hatred has been overcome.

Since then, the story of an American town that fought hatred was published in a book, “The Town that fought hatred.”
Later, a documentary film titled “Not in Our Town.” was made about the town of Billings’ response to the escalating
intolerance, hate, and violence in the community, followed by a play entitled “Paper Candles,” that teaches children about

goodness and courage.
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Adapted from Being Jewish Magazine -
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Swm: After his father-in-law passed away, R’ Moshe
Teitelbaum ZT”L (Yismach Moshe) was left with no
source of income. He had a bit of savings from his dowry
but he thought that if he could just get a set amount - say
30,000 rubles - he could find a partner to run a business for
the both of them that will allow him to devote his days to
Torah learning and avodas Hashem. This thought constantly
plagued him and did not give him a moment’s respite.
One day, as he was poring over a sefer in learning, he
ﬁgan to doze off and he saw an otherwordly vision. He was

standing in front of a grand courtyard, filled with flowers
and other adornments. In the middle of the yard, sat a young
man on a regal chair, and by the gate leading into the yard,
stood a tall man. As R’ Moshe approached, the tall man
called out, “Rabbeinu Yitzchok Luria,” and pointed the way.
The Ariza’l looked at R” Moshe and said sternly, “Young
man, if you had 30,000, you wouldn’t need Hashem’s help!”
With that, the tall man, R’ Chaim Vital ZT”’L, led him
from the garden. R” Moshe understood right then, that his
plag@g thoughts constituted a lack of bitachon and he never
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Rashi writes: “They interpreted the dreams but it did not
enter into Pharaoh’s ears and he did not have relief from
their interpretation. They said, ‘You will father seven
daughters; you will bury seven daughters.” Why was it so
hard for the Egyptian wise men to come up with a proper
interpretation? In hindsight, Yosef’s explanation seems so
logical, compared to what they “dreamed” up!

R’ Yechezkel Abramsky ZT”’L denotes a fundamental
distinction in the manner which the Egyptians interpreted
dreams and how Yosef did. The Egyptians looked at the
world in definite terms of physicality and nature. It had to
make sense in their small-minded and terrestrial brains and
everything had to conform to the laws of nature. Thus, they
babbled on with meaningless expositions, one after another
just as long as it fit into their way of thinking. Yosef, on the
other hand, looked at the world through a divine prism; he
was blessed with the ability to see things exactly the way
Hashem created it. Nature (¥av) is a constant, but Hashem
maintains the power to go beyond the natural and employ the
supernatural when He sees fit. Thus, Yosef said to Pharaoh,
"NYI9 DVY NN MY OPON" - “The Lord will answer for
Pharaoh’s benefit” - the words are not my words and the
meaning is not from me; it is from the Lord! Because in
order to arrive at the truth after much deliberation, it is not
in the ability of a human mind to understand the world, if
not for the Almighty guiding and explaining it all to him.

In fact, on Chanukah we recognize this concept in the
words we say: “You have delivered the strong at the hands
of the weak; many at the hands of the few.” The Greeks,
much like the Egyptians, lived by the rules of nature. But
Hashem rescued the Jewish nation in a supernatural fashion
- ¥2VN T2 MOV - unrestrained by earthly limits, for He loves
His people and will do anything to protect and secure them.
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The concept of hiddur mitzvah (beautifying a mitzvah) is

derived from the posuk, (3-Y0 Tw) "N P M - “This is

my G-d and I will glorify Him.” Most people perform only
the basic mitzvah; just a minority will enhance it with an
additional glorification. On Chanukah, however, the basic
mitzvah is to light one candle in each house every night.

Mehadrin (an enhancement of the mitzvah) is for every

member of the household to light one candle every night.

Mehadrin min Hamehadrin (the highest form of hiddur

mitzvah), is for every member of the household to light a

menorah every night, and to add a candle every night. And

this is the custom in most Jewish homes. Why, then, only by

Chanukah do we require everyone to light in the best

possible way, to perform this mitzvah 1700 Y2 pYTIN?

The many miracles of Chanukah, says R’> Moshe

Aharon Stern ZT”L, occurred because the sons of
Matisyahu Kohen Gadol were moser nefesh (sacrificing) for
Hashem. The Chashmonaim searched selflessly for pure oil
even though, under the circumstances, it was actually
permissible for them to light with impure oil. One would
think that lighting the menorah would be uppermost on their
minds, no matter if they had pure or impure oil. Instead, they
took the time to search and ultimately locate true and pure oil,
so as to do the mitzvah in the best and most perfect manner
possible. That was their self-sacrifice. They cleaned out and
purified the Bais Hamikdosh even though they did not have
to do so. Therefore, we commemorate their mesirus nefesh
by observing this mitzvah in the best possible way.

R’ Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz ZT’L once said that
when one is moser nefesh for Hashem, the laws of nature are
suspended for him in a supernatural way and Hakadosh
Boruch Hu will then perform miracles for him just as He
performed miracles for our fathers, in those days, at this time.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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Y osef was languishing in prison for years at the mercy of his captors. He thought that by asking the wine steward to

mention him to Pharaoh, it might hasten his release. To his dismay, not only did it not hasten his release, but it prolonged his

agony. However, at the very moment that Hashem decided that Yosef should go free, he was rushed out of jail with an urgency
that contrasted to the humdrum daily existence that was his constant companion in the depths of the Egyptian dungeon.

The Chofetz Chaim ZT”L remarks that this is the way Hashem brings about redemption. The moment it is meant to
take place, not a split second is lost! This, says the Chofetz Chaim, is the way the final redemption will come as well. When
the time is right, we will all be rushed to greet Moshiach and our lives will suddenly and without warning be changed.

On a personal level, every individual is locked up in situations of pain, sadness or difficulty. There are times that we
almost give up hope that the situation can improve and therefore our prayers and relationship with Hashem is stilted, rather
than strengthened, which is usually the reason for the difficulty in the first place! But a yid should NEVER lose faith that his
salvation can come in the blink of an eye! It can happen so suddenly that he won’t even know what hit him! As much as we
feel that our situation is difficult, we must believe that Hashem can do anything - and do it QUICKLY'! This is the lesson of
Yosef being rushed out of jail. Similarly, the days of Chanukah, which is a time of great miracles and redemption, is
uniquely effective for collective redemption and personal salvation. May we all be zoche to realize them.




