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Swn2: Our parsha speaks about the importance of honesty
and integrity. R> Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”’] writes: “A
Jew becomes ‘an abomination of Hashem, his G-d,” if he
calls himself a Jew and does not keep what is right and fair in

his dealings with his fellow man. If Hashem despises those
who act corruptly it follows that Hashem loves those who act
honestly.” Each and every Jew should portray this virtue of
integrity, in the eyes of Hashem, and the nations of the world.

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"Wy Pinn 9y - Keeping the Ji ew1sh Camp Holy (98)
Preserving our Kedusha: Yichud (cont.). Previously, we
discussed the concept of "DWIN 9901" - numbers that permit
Yichud, for they act as a deterrent to sin. The basic rule for
Ashkenazim is that there is a difference between two Jewish
religious (frum) men with one lady, Jew or gentile, religious or
not, which is permitted, and two ladies with one man which is
prohibited. The reason is because women can be more easily
persuaded to sin and one woman might sin in front of the other.
Two men and two ladies are the same as two men and one lady.
Sleeping. The /eter of two fium men and one lady, only applies
during the day (even if one man happens to be asleep, because
during a daytime nap people wake up faster). At night, after the
time that adults normally go to sleep, a third man is required to
be present due to the likelihood of one man falling asleep. Once
three men are present it suffices, even if the first two men fall
asleep, because the chance that one of the two might wake up is
enough of a deterrent to permit Yichud. Similarly, if two of the
men don’t plan to sleep there at night, it is permitted because there
is no worry of one falling asleep. If only one of the two men is a

Sfrum Jew, it is better to be strict unless circumstances are difficult.

Working with Women. If the occupation of the two men (who
are alone with the lady) is to deal with women (o) ©Y ypoy),
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there is a debate among the Poskim if the above heter is
applicable, and R’ Shmuel Wosner zt"’] () rules strictly. Examples
of ow) oy oy are men who sell clothes or cosmetics to ladies,
pediatricians, and doctors who practiceobstetricsor gynecology.
Common Application. A common scenario of the above is where
a girl babysits for two boys over the age of nine (the age when
Yichud starts for boys). Halachically, she may only babysit until
the boys go to sleep (bedtime). After that, it is only permitted if a
third boy is present, or if she sits in a place visible to the outside.
One Man and Two (or more) Ladies. A man may not be alone
with two ladies. Even if the two ladies are related, such as two
sisters, he may not be alone with them. If there are three ladies
present, the Poskim argue about this. Even though it is better to
be stringent, where it is difficult to avoid such a scenario, one
may be lenient. (Men whose occupation is to deal with women
(D1 oy poy] never have this leniency of three ladies.) If one has
a need to be lenient, and it comes late at night, it is not clear in
halacha if this case (which already has three ladies) requires, or is
remedied, by a fourth lady. One may follow the middle opinion
and assume that adding a fourth lady would be permitted. Note:
This leniency of three ladies is only for Ashkenazim .

Teacher. A male teacher, alone with women in a locked school
building not frequented by other men, relies on the lenient opinion.
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Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Yosef Dovid Azulai zt”’1 (Chid’a) would say:

TN NPYN PV WIN 1" Man »' - During this month of Elul, a Jew takes stock, religious inventory, and recognizes his
mistakes. He sees the many ‘houses of vanity’ he has built up over the course of the year. By doing Teshuvah, he tears
down these houses and builds a new, eternal home. In order to insure that his new home remains strong and sound, that
he will never again return to his sinful ways, he must ‘build a fence around the roof” - he should institute guidelines and
precautionary measures to prevent him from sinning, and then he can feel confident that he will retain his Teshuvah.”

R’ Zalman Guttman shlit’a (Darga Yeseira) would say:

“Very often, we try to ‘fix” our children. We see our children as an extension of ourselves, and we are quite adept at
finding their faults and pointing them out. Since we love them so much and want them to be perfect, we often criticize and
scrutinize everything they do at all times. Homiletically, the posuk states: 'oxn nN Nown NHY' - send away your natural
‘motherly instinct’ to fix and control your child, “15 npn 0120 NNy - take your child and bring him close to you! Be mekarev
your child! Hug him, kiss him, tell him a good word! Show him how proud you are of him and how lucky you feel to be
his parent! Every person (including you) wants to hear a good word! A kind word! So stop trying to fix your child and just
bring him close! 19 2V WNY' - so it will be good for you, '©» N3NNY - you and your child will live a long and happy life!”

The shiur of Harav Gamliel Rabinowitz
shlit'a in Monsey will take place this

A Wise Man would say:

“A person’s mind is like a parachute. It only works if it is open.”

Sunday, at 10 AM, 2 Ribier Ct. in
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Mazel Tov to Reb Ari & Shani Freilich
and the GVE family on the Bar Mitzvah
of their son, Mend May he grow up to
be a DNV NY & bnng‘ us much nachas.

Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Rebbitzen Yossi|
& Esti Gleiberman and the Fallsview

Family on the en §agement of Shmuli
Gleiberman to Shaindy Neustadt.

Concord (R’ Wachsman shul). The shiur

will be a live telephone hookup. After thej

shiur, each person will have a chance to
speak to the Rov privately by phone.
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n 1951, there was an exhibition in London, England, to commemorate three hundred years from the readmission of
Jews to England under Oliver Cromwell. In 1290, King Edward I issued an edict expelling all Jews from England. This
edict lasted three-hundred-and-sixty-one years, until 1651, when the Jews were permitted to return. At the historic
commemoration, a man by name of Jack (Yaakov) Lunzer, who was the custodian of the Valmadonna Trust Library, the
finest private library of Hebrew books in the world, noticed that one of the books on display, from the collection of
Westminster Abbey, was a volume of the Bomberg Talmud. This set of Talmud was printed in 1523, and was the first
complete set of the Talmud ever printed. Upon further review, Lunzer discovered a complete Bomberg Talmud in pristine
condition! How had a complete set of Shas - the Babylonian Talmud - found its way into the United Kingdom’s most
notable and prestigious church and the traditional place of coronation for British monarchs? Jack Lunzer spent decades
working on this dilemma, until in 1980, due to a fortuitous turn of events, he uncovered the story and even managed to
procure the set of Talmud from an unwilling and stubborn Catholic church. At a ceremony in the “Jerusalem Chamber” of
Westminster Abbey, the nine volumes of Bomberg’s Babylonian Talmud were presented to the Valmadonna Trust Library.

What Lunzer found out was truly astounding. It seems that this set of Talmud was commissioned by none other than
King Henry VIII, in 1525. Henry had assumed the throne of England in 1509, at the age of 17, and a few months later,
married Catherine of Aragon, daughter of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain (the same pair who expelled the
Jews of Spain in 1492). Catherine was actually a widow, having been married to Henry’s older brother Arthur. About six
months into their marriage, Arthur died childless, and here is where the plot becomes interesting: Henry was a devout
Catholic and in order to marry his brother’s wife, which is clearly forbidden in the Bible NN mny n2n XD PRN NUN 1Y)
(o NP - NN, he required a dispensation from the Pope in Rome himself. Citing the verse in the Bible which
commands a man to marry his widowed sister-in-law if his brother died without children, the Pope agreed that Henry was
now fulfilling the biblical requirement of levirate marriage - known as Yibum. King Henry married his brother’s widow.

It took over fifteen years, and a handful of lost pregnancies, before Henry realized that he was not going to have a son, an
heir to his throne, from Catherine. He had one daughter but he wanted a son, and as a result, he wished to marry another
woman. The problem was, what was he to do with Catherine, his existing wife? Divorce was forbidden for a Catholic King
and to ask the Pope to annul the very marriage he had agreed to seemed improbable. Here is where the Talmud comes in.

King Henry was advised that in Venice, Italy, the Jewish rabbis had written a series of books, known as the Talmud, in
which they discuss a new method of divorce for a levirate marriage, such as his. The king was desperate and immediately
ordered a full set of these books to be delivered to his scholars for examination. John Stokesley, who later became Bishop of
London, read through the Jewish tomes and came up with the following argument: The Pope had no authority to override
the word of G-d that forbade a man from marrying his brother’s wife. As a result the dispensation the Pope had given years
earlier was meaningless, and Henry’s marriage was null and void. In this way, Henry was free to marry again.

But what did this scholarly Bishop do with the passages that require Yibum? He differentiated between them. The
earlier laws, he claimed, were Divinely inspired and based on natural reasoning. Thus, they were moral laws which apply
to both Jew and Christian alike. In contrast, the laws found later in Deuteronomy (Sefer Devarim) regarding Yibum, were
judicial laws instituted to govern (and punish) the Jews - and the Jews alone. They were never intended to apply to any
other people, and so Henry’s Christian levirate marriage to Catherine was of no legal standing. There was, therefore, no
impediment for Henry to marry a second wife. The Pope disagreed with this argument and in the end, excommunicated
him from the Roman Catholic Church. Henry denounced his Catholic | 'pbr'i'nging and embraced the Reformation. He also

went on to remarry five more times! 2._ f’ﬁﬂﬂ ﬁ}:ﬂry— 1 ﬂ@y bw A The Greatest Story in the Annals of }_
Iyl

ewish Book Collecting By J. Brown
(me-nz) 13 O My 53 moN :
Swn: A great story is told by an administrator in a Brooklyn

yeshivah. For years, the city provided busing for the
students. One year, they hired a new bus driver by the name
of Richie. Richie was tall, strong and highly intelligent, and
quickly became the leader of all the bus drivers.

The administrator knew that he must keep Richie happy if
he wished to control all the drivers and he did so by giving
him a cup of coffee every day before he drove the children
home. One day Richie was sitting in the office with the rabbi
and he says, “You know, you are not a holy rabbi.”

The administrator was surprised, so he asked Richie how
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he defined a holy rabbi. He explained that he used to drive
for R’ Manis Mandel zt”] of Yeshivah of Brooklyn. Rabbi
Mandel, said Richie, also used to give him coffee, but the
rabbi was always careful to drink from a different milk.
Richie thought that the rabbi’s milk was kosher milk, so he
once joked to the rabbi that he wanted to taste kosher milk.
R’ Mandel laughed and replied, “Richie, your coffee is
just as kosher as mine. You see, the milk we have in school is
provided by the government. It’s for students, teachers, and
bus drivers like yourself. It’s not for administration people
like me. That’s why I bring milk from home for my coffee.”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The Rambam tells us that it is forbidden to take the mother bird when she is sitting on her eggs. One must first send the
mother away and then take the young birds for himself. Why? Because the mother bird has a special attachment to her
young ones, just like we humans, and will suffer immensely if she sees her young chicks being taken away. The reward for
this mitzvah is "o N>, long life. The Baal HaTurim denotes that the words"o»» no>wm' is the exact gematria (732)
of the words "7y 55w 051", meaning the beracha of long life refers to our life in Olam Haba, not this world.

Rabbeinu Bechaye quotes a Medrash that if a person has not been blessed with children, Hashem tells him, “Do the
mitzvah of Shiluach Hakan, and in return "7 npn ©127' - I will reward you with children.” The question is obvious. The Torah
states that the reward for this mitzvah is © N> N; why does the Medrash then say that one will be blessed with children as a
reward? This is not the beracha that the Torah explicitly mentions. My machshava is that after 120 years, when we leave this
world, our physical existence ends. But if we leave behind good children who continue a life of Torah and mitzvos, we remain
alive through them in the next world. As Chazal tell us (170 ©N): “One who leaves behind children is as if he hasn’t died ...
Jjust as his children live, so does he live.” ( Incidentally, I recently went to be menachem avel a family who lost their mother. I
told them that just as their mother gave them life when she was strong enough to rebuild her own broken life after the
Holocaust, it is now up to them to be strong and give her life by continuing their Torahdik life of mitzvos and maasim tovim.)

Thus, the Medrash is not adding a new blessing as a reward for this mirzvah, but rather explaining that the only way a
person can merit 0¥ N> and continue living in the next world is if he or she is blessed to leave behind good children in this
world. One can then continue living a Torah life in Olam Haba together with the Torah life of his or her children in Olam
Hazeh. May we all be zoche to such a blessing as we continue to yearn for the coming of Moshiach, YN w22 nanna!

QR“SH V’CHIDDHSH right hand pulls, the properly balanced use of the two
(m-N2) TN Y

D31 TOR PP P RRN TN D 33 L5 s mechanisms, can change and restore a child’s personality.

hazal teach us a most essential principle in the area of
Chinuch Habanim: “Always let the left hand push away and
the right hand draw close.” R’ Simcha Wasserman zt”’l
explains that the principle for parents is that there must be a
perfect balance between the left and right hand. An extreme
of one or the other can ruin a child and ruin a family.

The left hand represents the side of rigorous discipline,
involving strict punishment. The right hand represents the
side of tremendous affection and non-judgmental acceptance
- unconditional love. If both hands are “left hands” and you
use only discipline, then you end up simply pushing away. If
both your hands are “right hands” and you express only love
and affection, then you pull the child towards you, but you
don’t change him at all. But if the left hand pushes while the

These two aspects are what make a child perfect.

We are all children of Hashem, and that is how he deals
with us. He gives us a tremendous outpouring of love but
plenty of discipline. We’ve all experienced that. Of course,
even the discipline is a manifestation of love; a central tenet
of our emunah as a nation is that when Hashem punishes us
or sends us other difficulties, it is only because He loves us.

Likewise, in parenting, the most important thing to
remember is that when balancing the love and the discipline,
even the discipline has to be with love. We have to
understand that whenever we establish discipline or rules or
punishment, it is only out of the motivation of love. Thus, the
first thing a parent has to understand is that the discipline has
to be totally for the sake of improving his child.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF .... Y%
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(133) wr LIS TOIML T I 272 TONND 710D

There is a well-known statement made by Chazal: "mymsn yno 19 PN - “There is nothing more beautiful than modesty.”
Tznius is an ideal that pertains to every member of Klal Yisroel, every segment of our nation. It does not apply solely to women
and the way they should be dressed. Tznius is a mind-set, which ensures the kedusha and spiritual purity of Am Yisroel.

The Gerrer Rebbe asks a question: If there is nothing greater than modesty, doing things in a quiet and unassuming way,

then why were the first Luchos given on Har Sinai with "©p72) m>p" - so much excitement and noise? Perhaps, the 5xyn non
could have been avoided had the Luchos been given with modesty! Answers the Sefas Emes, by the first Luchos, Klal Yisroel
was 20N Y Noynd - above nature, heavenly or otherworldly. This led them to an extra urge and enthusiasm for kedusha. But
although they were “up in the clouds” in their excitement to connect to Hashem, in fact, they were here on this earthly world
where the forces of evil are forever lurking. And they pulled the Jews down to perform a sin that we are still suffering from today.

When they received the second set of Luchos, the people were not on the same level. They had been humbled by sin. This
time Hashem gave the Luchos with Tznius, with modesty, without attracting attention to the forces that would pull them down
again. However, had the people not expressed their incredible enthusiasm the first time, they never would have received the
Luchos a second time. It wasn’t because of the fanfare that they LOST out, it was because of their enthusiasm that they WON a
second chance! This second chance was done with modesty for Tznius is an all-important component of avodas Hashem.

One needs to know when to make a lot of noise and one needs to know when to be quiet. Your attitude towards mirzvos
should be one of ENTHUSIASM., and your performance of mitzvos should be with MODESTY'! This is true avodas Hashem!




