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with the $20,000 - and the shidduch was halted!

Swm3: The Dubno Maggid explains, that the Mishkan was

a "Nnown’ - a guarantee from Hashem to His Nation, that

he will ultimately build them a Bais Hamikdash, where
SERJES IN HALACHAH

ﬁbﬁ\sﬂj TINYD AN DD By e WE

The “Torah” Table: Enhancnng the Pesach Seder (2)
Mitzvah of Haggadah: Sippur Yetzias Mizrayim. There is
an obligation to mention the Exodus from Mitzrayim every day
and night (1), which we do when we say the last posuk of
Shema. One should therefore have in mind before he starts
Shema that he is about to fulfill three obligations:

1) The mitzvah of Krias Shema.

2) The other mitzvos mentioned in Shema; belief in the
Oneness of Hashem, loving Hashem, learning Torah, etc.

3) The mitzvah of mentioning 00 1Y in the last posuk.

The Obligation on Pesach Night(s). On Pesach there is an

additional mitzvah to tell the story of o3 . This broader

mitzvah differs from the year-round mitzvah as follows:

1) All year we just mention the fact that we were redeemed,
whereas on Pesach night we mention all the details that led
up to our great redemption from Egypt.

2) On the night of Pesach, we mention and discuss the great
miracles that occurred, including the ten ™mon.

3) We involve others and say it in a question/answer format.

4) We explain the specific mitzvos that we do; matza, maror,
etc 2. We also should use this as a directive to explain the
reasons for the many additional things such as; the kittel, the
different foods on the Seder plate, the salt water, etc.

5) We thank Hashem for mn - freedom. Although we thank
Hashem every day when we say "N Sn0 ‘D DN "
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they will bask in His Divine Presence and holiness. The
people didn’t think to offer a guarantee of their own, for why
would they not want it? Unfortunately, through our sins, we
have “broken” the deal - and the interminable golus goes on!
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after Shema, that is not a Torah obligation. On this night it is (3).
A Suggestion. The following is a practical way to quickly fulfill
the mitzvah in the question/answer format while the children are
still fresh and attentive, while also whetting their appetite for
more. Right after saying the paragraph of "wn o7ay” (right after
Mah Nishtana), stop and say the following: “This paragraph is
the basic answer to all four questions. You asked why we eat
Matza? It sbecause Hashem took us out swiftly. You asked why
we eat Maror? We were servants with a bitter life in Mitzrayim.
You asked why we lean? We lean like the free noblemen we
have become this night, and that is also why we dip @. These
are the basic answers and more details are coming soon.”

Two Directives to be Learned Straight from the Posuk. The

Torah states: ) ™y ONY MN¥N POy DoNn O swaw" - Chazal

interpret it 6): Seven days you shall eat matzos that have answers

(Myo) recited over them. "D NN NIND TINS OP NN DM WY - in

order that you should be able to mention the Exodus, "pmn 95’

every day and night of your life.

1) From here we see that going over the Haggadah in detail on
Pesach and painting a picture of how Bnei Yisroel left
Mitzrayim, enables one to properly recall the Exodus as he
briefly mentions it a whole year. This is the mindset one
should have on the Yom Tov of Pesach.

2) All the days of Chag Pesach, one should talk and study the
Haggadah at each meal, having real "y on" all Yom Tov.
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R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT”’L of Ger (Chiddushei HaRim) would say:
“The donations for the Mishkan were offered as an atonement for the sin of the golden calf. Now, since Chazal

teach us that ‘The place that Baalei Teshuvah occupy, even the most righteous men cannot occupy’ (<19 m973), it
would stand to reason that the men - who sinned with the Egel - should rise higher with Teshuvah than the women,
who didn’t sin at all. Thus, the posuk states: 'DWIN Yy DWIND WY - through their excessive drive to repent and
donate to the construction of the Mishkan, the men elevated themselves 'DwIn Dy’ - over the level of the women!”

R’ Naftali Hurvitz ZT”’L of Ropshitz (Zera Kodesh) would say:

“There are always people who criticize the behavior of others, no matter how great they are or what they do. When
a person realizes this, he will then find it easier to accept another’s disapproval as his personal opinion or critical
tendency. When someone disapproves of your behavior, it does not necessarily prove that you are at fault.”

A Wise Man would say:

“What one can do, he must accomplish. What one cannot accomplish has already been assigned to someone else.”
SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO RABBI & REBBETZIN ZALMAN GUTTMAN ON THE ENGAGEMENT OF THEIR DAUGHTER
CHEVITO YANKY ROSENGARTEN. MZ"T THE HOFFMAN,GUTTMAN,ROSENG ARTEN,PIRUTINSKY GRANDPARENTS
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In Sefer Maggid Meisharim (a collection of deep and insightful thoughts that was told over to the holy Bais Yosef,
Rabbeinu Yosef Caro ZT”’L, by a celestial angel), there is a proof mentioned to dispute and disprove the Tzaddukim
(Sadducees) who claim that the Torah never commanded the mitzvah of Hadlokas Ner Shabbos (lighting Shabbos
candles) since fire is specifically prohibited in a Jewish home on Shabbos - even if it was lit before Shabbos began. This
is ridiculous, cites the Maggid, since the posuk in the Torah clearly states: “You shall not light a fire in all your dwelling
places on the day of Shabbos.” By virtue of the fact that it says, “on the day of Shabbos,” we realize that lighting
beforehand is permitted and necessary. As a result, aside for the well-known explanation for the mitzvah of lighting the
Ner Shabbos given in the gemara about Sholom Bayis, we now have a further reason; to counteract and disprove the
nonsensical notion of those who wish to distort the words of the Torah, by claiming that any form of fire (for heat),
illumination (to see) and incandescence (for enjoyment) is forbidden in a Jewish home on this holy day. Not only are
they wrong - but they have totally missed the point of the holy Shabbos - our glorious day of rest!

The following remarkable story gives us an inkling into the splendor and importance that the mitzvah of Ner Shabbos
holds for Jews - and even the reverence and respect of non-Jews - all over the world. Approximately sixteen years ago, a
Jewish advertising executive in New York came up with a brilliant idea. There are so many Jews - religious and even not
so - who are particular about the commandment to light candles each Friday evening. For some, this is one of the only
connections they still maintain to their religion. If he can get the New York Times - considered by many to be one of the
world’s most prestigious newspapers - to print the weekly candle-lighting times each week, what a Kiddush Hashem that
would be! Imagine the Jewish awareness and pride - not to mention the thousands of women who will now know the
exact time to light - that would result from such a prominent mention of this Jewish custom each week.

After speaking to a wealthy patron who loved the idea and agreed to pay close to two thousand dollars a week for the
weekly line in the paper, the simple idea came to fruition and for the next five years, Jews around the world would see a
short line in the Friday edition of the N.Y. Times that said, “Jewish Women: Shabbat candle-lighting time this Friday is .....”

Unfortunately, the philanthropist was fiscally unable to keep up the weekly advertisements, and eventually in June
1999, the little notice stopped appearing in the newspaper. From that week on it never appeared again.

But that’s not the end of the story. On January 1, 2000, in honor of Y2K, the New York Times ran a Millennium
edition. It was a special issue that featured three front pages. One had the news from January 1, 1900. The second was
the actual news of the present day, January 1, 2000. And then they had a third front page. On it, were projected future
headlines for Friday, January 1, 2100. This fictional page included things like a welcome to the fifty-first state: Cuba. It
also printed an editorial discussing whether robots should be allowed to vote. And so on and so forth.

In addition to the fascinating headlines and articles, the front page contained one more item. Down on the bottom of
the Year 2100 front page, in the spot that it occupied for close to five straight years, was the familiar caption: “Jewish
Women: Shabbat candle-lighting time this Friday is .....”". Nobody paid for it. It was just put in by the Times.

The production manager of the New York Times - an Irish Catholic - was asked about it and his answer was as
astounding in its simplicity, as it was in unraveling the secret of Jewish continuity for thousands of years. He said,
“Look, we don’t know what will happen in the year 2100. It is impossible to predict the future. But of one thing you can
be certain: In the year 2100, Jewish women will be lighting Shabbat candles on Friday afternoon!”
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Swn: Mazel Tov! The shidduch was completed! The girl’s
father, a prominent and wealthy community leader, spent
weeks and weeks painstakingly researching the chasan - a
son of one of the poorest men in town. But with a refined
character, and being a scholar of note with wonderful
Middos - who could be better for his cherished princess?

At the engagement party, the father of the chasan took
the opportunity to ask his new mechutan, “As you know,
the custom here is that before the wedding, the issue of
money is discussed. Are you prepared to commit yourself

to ensuring that the shidduch goes through?”’
“Of course,” said the kallah’s father, expansively. “T will
even give you twenty thousand dollars, as a guarantee!”

All those present were impressed. Except for one man,
who quietly asked his friend, “Why doesn’t the girl’s father
now ask his mechutan for a guarantee as well?”

“Are you kidding?” exclaimed his friend. “Why would
he want to drop the shidduch? He couldn’t have hoped for
a better situation for his son?” The man nodded in assent.

Two weeks later - inexplicably - the poor man took off

<><><<P> <> <> <> <> << <P <D< <D <D <P <D<

TUNTA2 N WS NN TR 2R TN OYM
(i) "0 TYYA T TND WY TON X3
Rashi writes that Moshe Rabbeinu initially refused to
accept the copper mirrors donated by the women which
were used to fashion the 9v> - Washbasin, because these
were primarily used by women to apply their cosmetics.
Moshe felt that this object stimulated lust and believed it
had no place in the Mishkan. But Hashem disagreed and
told Moshe, “These (mirrors) are more precious to Me
than all the other gifts, because it was by means of these
mirrors whereby the Jewish women beautified themselves
.... that a populace arose during the Egyptian captivity ... it
was through (these mirrors) that My people multiplied.”
Yet, the question remains: Why did the Almighty cherish
these mirrors more than all the other donations?
Something which elicits desire and lust should be more
precious to Hashem than the heartfelt gifts of the people?
Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski Shlit’a, explains that
the 995 was the first of the holy vessels utilized by the
kohen upon entrance into the Mishkan; when he left the
outside, mundane environment to occupy himself totally
inside the sacred, consecrated Sanctuary. The kohen first
washed his hands and feet, and the washbasin served as a
bridge of sorts between the secular and the holy. Its
purifying water symbolized that man has the capacity to
convert the secular into the holy. If the copper mirrors
represented the arousal of physical drives, their use as the
substance from which the washbasin was fashioned taught
us that physical drives can be controlled and contained.
Thus, Hashem treasured this gift because just as a Baal
Teshuvah rises to the highest heights of holiness, similarly,
the highest degree of kedushah is achieved when a
mundane and physical object - like a mirror - is transformed
and elevated to the sublime status of the washbasin.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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The Medrash comments on the wording of the posuk:
“Betzalel .... made the Mishkan as Hashem commanded
Moshe.” This teaches us that even with regard to the
instructions which Moshe did not convey to Betzalel,
Betzalel’s understanding of the omitted laws turned out to
be exactly as Hashem had taught Moshe. The posuk,
therefore, does not state that Betzalel did all that Moshe had
commanded him, for in reality he did beyond that. Betzalel
made the Mishkan as Hashem had commanded Moshe.

R’ Shmuel Ashkenazy ZT”’L (Yefe Toar) has a novel
approach to understand this Medrash. Betzalel achieved his
incredible abilities not through Ruach Hakodesh, but rather
through a natural process of reasoning, with toil (m>ny) and
exertion, to comprehend the depth of his Rebbe’s teachings.
Betzalel listened to Moshe Rabbeinu - who was teaching
him in the name of Hashem - the laws of the construction of
the Mishkan. Surely, Betzalel had a great psychological
barrier which would not allow him to think even one iota
beyond his great Rebbe’s teachings; no doubt he would
readily accept every word exactly as it was being taught.
Were these not the words of the holiest of men, Moshe?

Nevertheless, while toiling to grasp and comprehend the
truth of Moshe’s teachings, Betzalel was unclear. In fact, he
questioned what he was taught! These questions brought
about different and opposite conclusions, which indeed were
the ultimate truth. Toiling in his Rebbe’s teachings had the
incredible power to pierce this great barrier and elevate
Betzalel beyond his Rebbe’s teachings, so that his intuition
was in total accord with what Hashem had commanded
Moshe at Har Sinai. This wasn’t Ruach Hakodesh, but the
natural process of Nmna mbny - toiling and exerting efforts,
to comprehend the depths of his Rebbe's teachings.
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The Mishkan was a Sanctuary, literally a place of Kedushah. It was, in fact, the holiest place on Earth, the ‘Home’ of

HaMikdash - the Holy One blessed be He. In order to develop an appreciation for the unique spirituality and holiness of
the Mishkan, we must first understand what exactly is Kedushah, holiness?

An elderly woman was once rushed to the hospital due to an emergency resulting from a persistent medical condition. As
she was being wheeled through the corridors in the throes of agony, she cried out to Hashem in her heart, “Hashem, I am not
asking You to make me better, since You know better than I do what is good for me. But I beg You, Hashem, please help me
be close to You and love You - no matter what I have to go through.” As soon as she completed her intimate request, the pain
disappeared. “You see,” she later explained, “the point of everything that happens in life is only to bring us closer to Hashem.
That’s what He wants. He loves us so much - all He wants is that we love Him back with every fiber of our being.”

The ow1pn wnp was called the “Holy of Holies” because it was the most conducive place for man to connect with
Hashem. Kiddush on Shabbos and Yom Tov is a tool for connecting on a day that is meant for closeness to Hashem. This
is why it is called “Shabbos Kodesh” and Yom Tov is a “Moed” from the word “Vaad” - meeting between us and Hashem.

Every day we long for the Bais Hamikdash, the place of ultimate connection, known as "YW 93 vwn' - “Joy of the
earth” because it is only through real Kedushah - a real relationship with Hashem that we can feel true simcha in this world.




