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øééà ùãåç íéëøáî - úåî éøçà úùøô ùãå÷ úáù
Shabbos Parshas Acharei Mos
  April 26, 2003 - â"ñùú ïñéð ã"ë 

7:48 - úáùä íåé/äòé÷ù       (Monsey, NY)   7:30 - úáù úåøð ú÷ìãä          
8:38 - áéøòî/íéáëåëä úàö      ~~~~        8:52 - à"î/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ      

9:00 - íú åðéáø úèéùì/ë"äö      ~~~        9:28 - à"øâä/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ    
(øéù øåîæî øîàéùî) úáùä úìá÷ íöò ïîæî øçàì ïéà ,íã÷åî ÷éìãîù éî*

(à-æè) 'åâå åúîéå 'ä éðôì íúáø÷á ïøäà éðá éðù úåî éøçà äùî ìà 'ä øáãéå
 íåéá (ïøäà éðá ìù) ïúúéî øéëæî àåä äîì (à"ä à"ô) éîìùåøé 'îâá àúéà     

 íé÷éãö ìù ïúúéî êë ,ìàøùé ìò øôëî íéøåôéëä íåéù íùëù êãîìì ?íéøåôéëä
?æ"éò ïàë åðãîìì áåúëä àá äî ,ïéáäì êéøöå .ù"ééò ë"ò ìàøùé ìò úøôëî

 é"ôò ùøôì øùôàù ,÷çöé ìçð 'ñá ,ì"öæ øåè÷ôñ ïðçìà ÷çöé ø"åîâä øàéáå     
 äåäã ìë äøîàå àì÷ úá à÷ôð éáøã äéúáëùàã àîåé àåää (:â÷ úåáåúë) 'îâä
 äàöé ,éáø úîù íåéá ,ùåøéô .ë"ò àáä íìåòä ééçì àåä ïîåæî éáøã äéúáëùàá

 ,åãåáëì åãôñäá ÷ñòå åúúéî úòùá éáø úèéî ìöà äéäù éî ìëù äøîàå ìå÷ úá
 úèéùìã ,ïðáøå éáø ú÷åìçîá éåìú äæ øáã äøåàëìå .àáä íìåòì ïéã íåù éìá ñðëé
 àìá øôëî äðéà íéøåôéëä íåé 'éôàå äáåùú é"ò àìà íãàì äàá äðéà äøôë ïðáøä

 'éôà øôëî íéøåôéëä íåéå øôëî íåé ìù åîåöéòù ,àéä éáø úòã ë"àùî .äáåùú
 íåéì íé÷éãöä úúéî ïéá ïéëåîñ ùøãù éîìùåøéá øàåáîë äðäå .äáåùú àìá
 úúéî ïë åîë ,äáåùú àìá øôëî ïéà ë"äåéù åîë ,ïðáøä éôì ë"à ,íéøåôéëä

 úøôëî íé÷éãö úúéî 'éôà ,éáø úèéùì ìáà .äáåùú àìá úøôëî äðéà íé÷éãöä
 ,åúèéù éôë íéîùá åòá÷ éáø ìù åúøéèô úòùá ,àìéîî .ë"äåé ìù åîåöéò åîë

 ìë" äøîàå ìå÷ úá äàöé ïëì .íé÷éãö úúéî ä"äå ,äáåùú éìá 'éôà øôëî ë"äåéù
.àáä íìåò ééçì ïîåæî - äùò àì ïéáå äáåùú äùò ïéá - "éáøã äéúáëùàá äåäã

(â-çé) 'åëå ïòðë õøà äùòîëå åùòú àì äá íúáùé øùà íéøöî õøà äùòîë
,ò"öå .ì"ëò úåîåàä ìëî íéì÷ìå÷î ïòðëå íéøöî õøà äùòîù ãéâî é"ùøô     
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(ì-æè) 'åâå åøäèú 'ä éðôì íëéúàèç ìëî íëúà øäèì íëéìò øôëé äæä íåéá éë
     Why must the Torah add the words "íëúà øäèì" - "To purify you"? If one 
has already reached the level where Hashem has seen fit to atone and forgive 
his sins, is this not purification enough? 
     From this posuk we learn a tremendous insight, says R' Gedalya Schorr 
ZT"L, that after a person has sinned he is still in need of purification. Even if a 
person has worked hard and shown Hashem that he is indeed worthy of 
forgiveness and atonement, the process of purification is still necessary. This is 
because when a person sins, aside from the fact that he becomes liable for 
punishment, he also blemishes his soul. A äøåäè äîùð - Pure, untainted soul, is 
presented to each and every person at birth and it is our responsibility to 
maintain this unique purity all throughout our lifetime. Thus, the process of 
atonement relates to a person's liability for punishment; purification, on the 
other hand, corrects the blemish on one's soul. 
     With this, we can understand Chazal's teaching, "äøéáò úøøåâ äøéáò" - 
"(One) sin leads to another sin." When a person sins, he damages his soul. In 
turn, the soul is less attuned to holiness and more attached to sin. This cycle 
continues endlessly until one repents and only then, does he break the pattern. 
R' Yehuda Hanasi states (:äô àîåé) "Yom Kippur automatically atones for every 
sin." Why then must we work so hard at repentance? Because Yom Kippur 
atones, but it does not purify! For that, only true repentance will do.

R' Chaim Volozhiner ZT"L would say:
     "Chazal tell us "äøåúì âéñ åùò". The fence around the Torah is Yiras 
Shomayim - Fear of Heaven. However, just as there is no need for a fence 
around an empty field, so too, Yirah without Torah knowledge is worthless!" 

A Wise and Successful Man once said::
    "In war and in life in general, a man is not finished when he is defeated. He 
is finished when he quits!"

R' Shneur Zalman of Liadi ZT"L (Ba'al Hatanya) would say:
     "The first mitzva in the Torah is the commandment to be fruitful and 
multiply. From this we learn that the first responsibility of a Jew is to ensure 
the existence of another Jew in the world, and to try to influence other Jews to 
be 'more Jewish.'"
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boots properly. He begged his Commanding Officer to allow him to return to 
his room to take some aspirin for a migraine headache. Once there, out of 
sight, he could remove his boots and put them on again - right shoe first, left 
lace first. The C.O. was none too happy about it. "There is a training helicopter 
due to pick up the entire unit in a few minutes. But if you're unfit - well, go and 
be quick about it." 
     The soldier hurried but by the time he returned to the parade grounds, the 
helicopter had gone. That day, two Israeli army helicopters, with seventy-three 
soldiers aboard, collided in mid-air, killing all those aboard!
     One young soldier, however, was not aboard that helicopter - all because of 
a shoelace and a determined effort to keep a small mitzvah. When he finally 
came to terms and realized what exactly saved his life, he made an about-face. 
Today, this Ba'al Teshuva is a full time yeshiva student, learning in one of the 
prominent Israeli yeshivos.  

(æé-æè) 'åëå åúàö ãò ùãå÷á øôëì åàåáá ãòåî ìäàá äéäé àì íãà ìëå
        The ìåãâ ïäë - High Priest, performs a special service in the ãòåî ìäà - 
Tent of Meeting, on Yom Kippur. Only he is permitted to perform this service 
and he does it alone. Why does the Torah emphasize, "And there shall be no 
man" when he does the service? 
     R' Moshe Chaim of Sedlikov ZT"L, the Degel Machaneh Ephraim, 
points out that the Kohen Gadol might feel conceited being the only one 
chosen from the entire nation to perform the sacred service on the most holy 
day of the year. He might focus on the honor he was receiving from others and 
how other people would be thinking of him with respect and even awe. 
Therefore, the Torah talks to him directly and tells him, "There shall be no 
man" - the Kohen Gadol should mentally view the world as if there is no other 
man in existence. This must be on his mind as he enters the ãòåî ìäà to secure 
atonement in the "íéùã÷ä ùãå÷" - "Holy of Holies." By having this mental 
attitude, he frees himself from any thoughts of seeking honor and approval. 
     We can learn an important and practical lesson from here. Many times, 
people become consumed with what others think about them. However, if no 
one else exists, then one need not worry about such things. In truth, people do 
not think about others as much as they think they do. And if they do think 
about what another person does, it makes little practical difference, especially, 
if one were to use this technique to free oneself from the harm and pain caused 
by the illusion that they are thinking about him and that it actually matters.
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 ,úåöî úà íéîéé÷î àìù ïåéë ,íéååöî åðà ë"â íéì÷ìå÷î íðéàù íéùòî ìò àìä
?íäéùòîáù øåîçä ìò ù"ëå ì÷ä ìò íéøäæð åðàù ùøôì é"ùøì åì äéä ë"àå

 ïéà úîàáù ,øôåñ áúë 'ñá ,ì"öæ øôåñ ïéîéðá ìàåîù íäøáà ø"åîâäì äàøðå     
 äùòð àìù åðúåà øéäæäì àá àìà ,íéòåøâä íäéùòîë åùòé àìù åðúåà øéäæäì àá

 íé÷åç äì ùé äîåàå äîåà ìëì éë .íúã úà íéøîåù íéøöîù ïéòë ú"éùä úåöî
 àåä åðéúã íðîà ,úéðéãîå úéòáè úã íéàø÷ðä íãà éðá úøáçì íéëøöðä íéèôùîå
 íééøöîäù åîë úåöîä äùòðå øåîùð àìù åãáò äùî é"ôò ä"á÷ä åðì äåöå úé÷ìà

 .åððå÷ ïåöø úåùòì àéä äåöîù ìéáùá àìà ,íéùåò íééðòðëå
 àì" ,íúã ÷ç éôë íéùåò íäù ïôåàá ,øîåìë - "íéøöî õøà äùòîë" 'úëã åäæå     
 éðà íäá úëìì åøîùú éú÷ç úàå åùòú éèôùî" àìà ,íéùåò íäù ïåéîãá "åùòú

 éçå íãàä íúåà äùòé øùà .... éúå÷åç úà íúøîùå" ,'ä éðàù ìéáùá ÷ø - "'ä
 ìéáùá íãòìá à"àå íãàä úéç úìòåúì íäù äøåúáù úåöîä åìà åðééä - "íäá

 éðàù ìéáùá ÷ø åøîùú àì åìà úà íâ ,íãòìá íìåòä íåé÷ì à"àå úéðéãî àéäù
   .äëë ìò ìàøùé éðá úà äåöîå 'ä

(ä-çé) 'åëå íäá éçå íãàä íúåà äùòé øùà éèôùî úàå éú÷ç úà íúøîùå
     One Friday afternoon, a family on their way home to Bnei Brak, found 
themselves stranded. They had just missed it as the last bus had pulled out of 
the station. A non-religious young man was driving past on his way to Tel Aviv 
and kindly offered to give the family a lift. When they arrived, it was too close 
to Shabbos and the kind young man would not have made it to Tel Aviv before 
nighfall. The family begged him to stay with them and he finally consented. 
     They had a wonderful Shabbos together, but the young man was not 
prepared to change his lifestyle just like that and become a Ba'al Teshuva. Then 
again, neither did he wish to forget this unbelievable experience. "You've been 
talking about mitzvos all day," he told the father, "how about teaching me 
something small and unnoticeable that I can do privately that my friends won't 
bother and make fun of?"
     The father thought for a moment and then suggested a small mitzvah. "A Jew 
serves Hashem in every way, even in the manner with which we put on our 
shoes. Why not do this mitzvah? First put on your right shoe and then the left 
shoe. Now, tie the left shoe first and afterwards tie the right. I'm sure, no one 
will notice." The young man agreed and tried as hard as he could to keep this 
one mitzvah. Even when he would forget, and it happened quite often, he would 
start all over and retie his shoes.
     The young man was soon conscripted into the army. Even there, he struggled 
to remember and tie his long, laced army boots in the Torah way. It happened 
that one time, when his unit was on parade, he realized that he had not tied his  
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