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A PROMINENT PUBLISHER TO PRODUCE THE HRST VOLUME OF
ORAH TAVLIN IN BOOK FORM! SPONSORSHIPS AND DEDICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE. SUGGESTED SPONSORSHIPS ARE: DAY (1

PAGE) - $50, SHABBOS / YOM TOV (2 PAGES) - $100, WEEKLY DEDICATION - $180. LARGER SPONSORSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE. TO
DEDICATE A DAY OR WEEK OF TORAH TAVLIN IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE, A SIMCHA OR JUST FOR THE ZECHUS, OR TO
RECEIVE THE WEEKLY TORAH TAVLIN FREE, PLEASE SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM OR CALL: 845-821-6200.
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ema: To be a Jewish soldier in the army of Klal Yisroel
requires great self-sacrifice and honor. The people did not
just fight for their lives, they also fought to keep the banner

of Am Yisroel aloft amongst the nations of the world. There
is something special about a person who is willing to give
his life to defend his people, his family and his G-d!

A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
Bein Hashmoshos. Last week we discussed the rules and
examples of the leniency of doing a Rabbinic prohibition
oneself during Bein Hashmoshos for a pressing need. Now, we
will discuss the similar, but not identical, situation of telling a
gentile to do a Torah prohibition, which for the Jew who is

instructing him, is a Rabbinic prohibition.

During Bein Hashmoshos, a Jew can tell a gentile to do even
a Torah prohibition if the circumstances are pressing. This
includes, a considerable monetary loss, enabling performance
of a mitzvah and eliminating any circumstance which will cause
him or any of his family members to become upset on Shabbos.
These are permitted until ©212%N NN - 72 minutes after sunset
for those who consistently do like Rabbeinu Tam and 41
minutes for those who do like the Gaonim. (Note: This 41
minutes is for the latitude of New York and Cleveland. If one is
closer to the Equator the time is shorter and if one is further
from the Equator it is longer. One should ask a local Rov for the
time in that community.) Those who do like Rabbeinu Tam
keep 72 minutes in all places unless they are in a very northern
or very southern area where there is a considerable bit of light
even after 72 minutes. Even if one is part of a communal
acceptance of Shabbos, the leniencies of doing melachah
through a gentile still apply (1).

According to the above-mentioned rules, a gentile may be
asked during Bein Hashmoshos to do the following:
1) Light the Shabbos candles for a lady who for some reason

did not do so before sunset. If she has a certain number of
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candles that she lights each week, the poskim argue if she
can tell him to light that amount or only one 2. No beracha
is recited by the lady or, of course, the gentile. (Those who
conduct themselves like the Shulchan Aruch Harav can say
a beracha 3. If the gentile is a paid employee, like a maid or
special help hired for a simcha, some poskim hold that the
lady of the house could make the beracha 4. Whenever a
gentile lights for her, the poskim argue whether the penalty
of adding an extra candle applies. One can rely on those
poskim that are lenient (5).

2) Light a Yahrzeit candle (©. (People who usually light are
quite upset if they miss it.)

3) Drive a Jew home if he became stuck in traffic far away
from his house and walking is not practical.

4) Make a deposit in a bank, mail or fax an important
document to avoid loss.

5) Moving a car to avoid a ticket or heavy penalty.

6) Turning off car lights to save the battery. (This case depends
on the circumstance because some people are capable of
quickly and cheaply recharging their battery and thus the
leniency does not apply to them.)

7) Turning on amuch needed light.

8) Turning up or down the heating or cooling system in the
house. (This is sometimes permitted even after Bein
Hashmoshos on Shabbos itself.)

WEEBKLY CHIZUKX i 81
In the three weeks before Tisha B'av, we must remember, among
other things, the rule of (> 2"2) "nowon Iy PR AP TS oYY We
must always give tzedakahin a proper and cheerful manner.
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R' Tzvi Elimelech Shapira ZT”’L of Dinov (Bnei Yissaschar) would say:

TONDT N2 MVN(6)

“Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven told Moshe: '©wn xom wanY - ‘We shall arm ourselves swiftly.” The same Hebrew

words can also be translated, ‘We will detach ourselves from our senses.” When these tribes accepted upon
themselves to leave their wives, children and belongings on the east bank of the Jordan River to lead the invasion
of Eretz Yisroel, it was only natural to fear that that their minds would not be focused on a battle that didn’t affect
them. They therefore promised Moshe, ‘We will detach ourselves from our senses,” and not let our feelings affect us.”

R’ Tzadok Hakohen ZT”’L of Lublin would say:

“The desire for money is greater than any other material drive, since it is the only one that is insatiable. There is
a limit to how much a person can eat, to how many times one can commit a terrible sin, but there is no limit to how
much money he can accumulate. The quest for wealth can become more obsessive than any other quest. All too
often, the children are the price of the wealth.”

A Respected Mechanech would say:
“Do you know why we need a Project Yes today? It’s because we’ve never had a ‘Project No
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Parshas Matos discusses many issues pertaining to war. Moshe instructed the people on what the requirements of
being a soldier in the army of Klal Yisroel was. He announced: "Na¥Y ©WIN DONNNDISONN" - “Arm men from among
yourselves for the army.” R’ Moshe Kozhnitzer ZT”’L explains the words of Moshe a bit differently: "0onnm 8onn"
- Remove from yourselves (\on) any speck of war-like mentality; cruelty, brutality and the thirst for an enemy’s
blood. These are not Jewish traits in war. "N2¥9 ©WIN" - A Jew must fight with a spark of humanity (nwwnn), for the
honor and glory of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, not for the sake of killing other human beings. If war can be avoided, that is
obviously the best case scenario, but where it cannot, one must fight with honor, integrity and above all, humanity.

It was September 1939, and it had just been announced that Germany invaded Poland. There was a mad scramble to
get out of Warsaw as it fell victim torelentless German bombing. No inkling of Holocaust or genocide were developed
yet, it was merely a time when every Polish citizen, Jew and non-Jew, tried torun, hide and contact family.

A young Jewish woman who had been working in Warsaw at the time, decided to get out of Warsaw and make it to
her hometown of Chelm to see her family and take them with her safely to Russia. She had some connections and
needed certain permits before she left. She went about procuring them from various agencies in Warsaw.

On one of her dashes around the city, the air-raid sirens began to wail which foretold of a coming bombing raid. When
the sirens went off, terror gripped the city and people jumped into the first available shelter. It was a fairly civic minded
Warsaw at that time and people actually tried to help others. There was usually someone willing to provide shelter in
their basement for those who became stranded when the sirens sounded. The woman found herself huddling in the
basement of a small house, as the bombs fell all around her. In those days, this was known as the “bomb-lottery.”

Itis said that if you hear the sound of a bomb exploding, you can breathe a sigh of relief. It has exploded already and
you have lived to hear it. It was this feeling of terror and impending doom, that blanketed the city of Warsaw and every
home and shelter where people huddled in masses. So many houses, buildings and hiding places all over the city were
beingdemolished everysingleday, along with their huddled andterrified occupants.

As the woman huddled, a sudden terrible crash and shake enveloped the house. They had obviously been hit. There
was a perceivable moment between the initial impact and the time the bomb ripped through the floors of the house. But
then - no explosion. This was the real moment of terror. They had definitely been hit, but the bomb had yet to go off.
Surelya matter of moments until the massive traumaofthe shrapnel and heatripped through the house, and themselves.

But more moments passed. Nothing happened. There was the faint sound of whimpering and crying. The sound that
only people can make when they are too frightened to make noise. Slowly, the crouching strangers got up and gingerly
moved about. It took about 2 minutes to locate the unexploded shell. Everyone had a sense of where it had fallen. It was
big and shiny, and had broken into several pieces on impact. Perhaps this was what it was supposed to do.

The more fearless of the bunch touched the metal pieces, and found that there was no material, powder or explosive
inside. Indeed, it was an empty shell. However, there was something. A piece of card or paper had survived the impact,
and lay in between two of the broken pieces. A brazen man picked it up and found that it contained some scrawled
German. One of the bunch readit, and translated it into Polish: “War benefits no one. This is the best we can do.”
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The great Rebbe, R’ Yitzchok of Vorki ZT”’L explains
that from the words spoken by a person (his oath), he
creates amitzvah, an actual commandment of Hashem. Ifa
person vows to do something, his words become a
command that he is required to fulfill as if they were an
actual mitzvah in the Torah. From this we see how
important the words of a person are in the eyes of Hashem.

R’ Shmuel Tzvi of Alexander ZT'L furthers this
concept with an allusion fromour posuk: “And Moshe said
to the heads of the tribes of the children of Israel saying,
‘This is the thing that Hashem has commanded.’” Moshe
was teaching Klal Yisroel a very important principle:
Before a person says, or thinks, or does anything that he
wants, he must consider if this is what “Hashem has
commanded.” 1s this what Hashem wants? Will it bring
pleasure to the Creator? Will He be happy with these
words or actions? Once a person has thought the matter
through, only then can he go forward and say or do what
he wants. Andifherealizes that perhaps thisisnotentirely
what Hashem desires, then he shouldn’t say or do those
things. This is the fulfillment of the words in the posuk:
"2oN OOPON N NN - “After Hashem your G-d, you
shall go.” (n-» ©127) How shall a Jew go? Only after the
ways of Hashem. By considering what exactly He would
do or want from us, will we then have the formula we need
to goforward and prosper in our own lives.

As Chazal say: “Know what is above you.” (-2 ™IN) -
Always know that no matter what one does on this world,
even physical needs must be done like “the One Above” -
like Hashem would do. Whether it is words or deeds, our
goalistodo “the thing that Hashem has commanded.”

The posuk lists the five kings of Midyan who fought
against and were wiped out in the massive battle won by
Klal Yisroel: "y27 nNy N DX MY NN OPI 1IN IR TN,
Rashi earlier ("0-n2) details that the third king mentioned
- Tzur - was the father of Kuzbi, the Midyanite woman
who performed an abomination in front of Moshe and the
Elders and was killed in a zealous act by Pinchos. Since
he allowed his daughter to act thus, he was relegated to
be listed third in the order of the kings of Midyan.

The obvious question is, Tzur is long dead. In fact, he
was nothing more than a blip on the historical radar
screen. In what way is this a punishment for him? And
why would he even care? Is it conceivable that it makes a
difference to him where his name is mentioned in the
Torah, a Torah which he no doubt has never even seen?

The answer, explains R’ Yosef Leib Bloch ZT”’L, is
that Tzur - and every person for that matter - lives not
only on this world, but even in the next as well. Even
wicked sinners remain in the next world, and they can be
made to feel punishment, and in this case, embarrassment
for deeds that were done in their mortal lifetimes. What a
laughingstock Tzur has become amongst all those who
once revered him by being demoted to an afterthought -
third in the list of the kings of Midyan! Undoubtedly, he
suffers every day this shame for in the world of truth,
there is no place to hide and all his claims are laid bare.

Every Jew believes in Olam Haba; but what about
Olam Hazeh, this world that we live on? Our actions
today, will represent us for all eternity in the next world.
If we stumble today, we will feel the shame of our actions
much later! Do we want to be an eternal laughingstock?

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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No-one knew who wrote it, but they all knew why. Some decent person was doing his bit to stop the waste of human
life about to occur with the dropping of the bomb. Even in the heat of battle - humanity must overcome all else!
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“wn: The Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen
ZT”’L, once cameto the city of Vilna and stayed atan inn.
There he saw a large, powerfully-built man sit down and
coarsely order food. Without manners or even a beracha,
the man began to gobble down his food gruffly. The
Chofetz Chaim was greatly saddened by what he saw.

The owner of the inn explained. “This man is an
ignorant person. At the age of eight he was seized by the
Russians and sent off to serve in the Czar’s army for

twenty-five years. What could be expected of him?”’

When R’ Yisroel Meir heard these words, he walked
over tothe man and greeted him warmly.

“Is it true what I heard about you?” he said, “That as a
child you were dragged off to Siberia and grew up in a
completely non-Jewish world? Then you have suffered
nightmares andtortures! Yet somehow you remain faithful
to the Jewish faith! You are truly one of the heroes of the
Jewish people!” The soldier was deeply moved.
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When the Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven came to Moshe for permission to resettle on the other side of the Jordan River,
they said, “Fences we will make for our livestock here, and cities for our children.” Moshe was upset at them for their
lack of priorities and answered, “Build cities for your children (first!) and then fences for your animals.” This lack of
priorities - putting their sheep before their children - displayed alack of proper Derech Eretzand disturbed Moshe greatly.

According to the Chazon Ish ZT”’L, spirituality is an all or nothing proposition. Either one becomes master over his
desires - or he is controlled by them. The idea of maintaining some good middos and some bad middos is not realistic
because once a person has an obvious character flaw which he lets go unchecked, whether its a lack of Derech Eretz or
even alack of priorities, thereis nodoubt that it will affect his personality and most definitely drag him down.

Ruchnius is a constant struggle and our goal should always be nw»5w - Perfection. To accept a shortcoming and decide
to live with it is just plain wrong! For this very reason, Chazal teach us (y2y»y) that rejecting one mitzvah in the Torah is
likerejecting the entire Torah! Becoming complacent with abad middah will not only distance oneself from mm>w, butit
will tear apartone’s good middos, the positive character attributes thathe believes he has under control !

Once we recognize what it is we must improve upon, we must attack it fiercely and mercilessly. Let’s knock that bad
middahrightout of our system - like an overmatched boxer - and let the good middos take full control !




