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"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (122)
Honoring a Talmid Chacham: Zimun. One more related
halacha regarding honoring a Talmid Chacham at a meal, is at
the end of a bread meal, if there are three ore more people who
ate together. In such a case, there is an obligation to bentch in a
collective way, known as “Zimun” where one leads the bentching
and the others answer. Chazal tell us (1) that the greatest (in Torah)
among those eating together should be the one to lead the
bentching, and this is is brought in Shulchan Aruch ).

Zimun: Then and Now. To explain this halacha and its details
fully, we must discuss the way people did a Zimun in the days of
the Mishna and Gemara, in contrast to the way we do it now. In
the earlier days, the classical Zimun was when one person said
the entire bentching and was motzie the other eaters who just
listened and answered a few phrases at the beginning, as we do.
Then, they just listened to the rest of the Birkas Hamazon from the
leader and answered Amen to each beracha. Later on, as the
power of concentration steadily declined, the Poskim were afraid
that people would not be able to concentrate propetly for the full
length of bentching. Their minds might wander to a level that they
would not be yorze and they will not fulfill the mitzvah of Birkas
Hamazon. Thus, they instituted a new method. Everybody recites
the first beracha quietly along with the leader who is saying it out
loud. After that, everyone bentches by themselves beracha by
beracha, with the mezamen (leader) finishing off each beracha
out loud, and they answer Amen. This way, they will surely fulfill
the mirzvah of bentching and still have a collective bentching to
fulfill the extra mitzvah of Zimun. This is all explained in
halacha (3). Although, one might think that only in the olden
days when the mezamen said the whole bentching for everyone,
it was a large enough honor to give to a Talmid Chacham, the
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Pri Megadim @) stresses that even nowadays when the mezamen
is not motzie all, it should still be given to the Talmid Chacham.
Overriding Factors. The above is true when the host is not eating
with the others, or each one is eating his own food. If, however, the
host is eating with others, he has the right to give bentching to
whomever he wishes, even one who is not a Talmid Chacham. (It
is interesting to see how the Shaar Hatziyon ) proves this from
the Gemara.) He can also take the honor for himself, if he so
chooses. When they did it the old way, the usual conduct was that
the host would give the honor to a guest who would recite a special
blessing for the host. Nowadays, when every person says his own
bentching, it is a mitzvah upon everyone to say the beracha for the
host, see Shaar Hatziyon ) and Aruch Hashulchan 7).
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"Matnas Kehuna” - Whose Money is it Really? - Chulin 130b
The Kehilos Yaakov explains that there are 2 ways to view mmn
mnno. 1) Like Tosfos, who holds that these “matanos” belong to the
whole shevet of Kohanim, but since one is permitted to give it to any
Kohen he chooses, there isn't one specific claimant. Thus, if one is
mazik (damages) nnina 1, he is o P72 MW, but still obligated
to pay back onw »»7a. 2) The second way is like the Ran. He holds
that once the n»n> mimn have been set aside, it has a din of hefker
that can only be acquired by someone in the nnnd »vaw. Itis yon
apan which only Kohanim can be now in, but there isn't anyone

specific that has a mavnin it. Thus, he is 9 even oonw >» T2
The Steipler zt”l offers a sharp xvn xp9) (difference) between the 2
views. According to Tosfos, if the entire shevet of Kohanim would file a
class action suit against this Yisroel, he would be forced to pay it back
even o7~ »Ta. According to the Ran, though, this class action suit
wouldn't help since the issue isn't a lack of a claimant; rather there isn't
amonetary claim to be paid back for the damage, because it is Hefker.
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R’ Yisroel Salanter shlit’a (Ohr Yisroel) would say:

“TYIN YD 1WA MY PN NN IN DNAD N NIRY YW Nya 7 2 OTN' - Why is the Parsha of Negaim listed right after

(4) 32:0% N2 MWYN 339P (3) KNI NN (2) 30 M9 (1)
30V (7) PN (6) N (5) N:XT 202 X2

Parshas Shemini? Because the previous parsha dealt with kosher and non-kosher foods, while Negaim are a result of
people who speak evil against another person. In our world, people think that words do not matter and if someone speaks
lashon hara, it is not so terrible - certainly not as bad as eating non-kosher food. Thus, the Torah comes to teach us that
in fact, Negaim are much worse than Treif food, because talking bad about another person is like killing another person.”

Rebbe, R’ Shmuel Shmelka Horowitz of Nickolsburg z¢”’I would say:

“"25 790 ¥y02 ywy - We have a Talmudic principle that forbidden items are '©wwa 502’ (nullified in 60 times more of a
permitted item), however, 201 N> 99N w2 P’ (two of the same type cannot be nullified even if there is 1000 times more).
This can be applied to sin. If a person sinned unintentionally or out of weakness, there is hope that by the time he turns 60
(oww), he will nullify his sin and do Teshuvah. But if one sins because he is a 'pn' - a blaspheming Apikorsis, and remains
steadfast in his 'm»y’, then even if he were 1000 years old, he will never nullify his beliefs, and continue to sin till he dies.”

A Wise Man would say: “Be so happy that when others look at you they become happ g:ﬁ%mh?ﬂga?ﬂ
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It is well known that when people go to R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a to receive a beracha or ask a shaila, in many
cases he will tell them to either cut their hair short or grow their beard. He also tells people to keep their payos out, not
behind their ears. He was once asked by his son-in-law, R’ Mordechai Tzivyon shlit’a, why he told a person with facial
issues to grow his beard and R’ Chaim responded, “A beard is a person’s Hadras Panim (glory of the face). If one grows
his beard, he has a real Hadras Panim. His issues which affect his Hadras Panim will be healed when he grows a beard.”

On another occasion, a religious infertility doctor was treating a non-religious couple. They had been married for quite
some time and did not have children and were becoming quite depressed. On one of their visits, the doctor said to them, “T am
afraid our treatments are not helping. I do not know what else to do medically, but if you are interested, there is a great
Tzaddik who lives in Bnei Brak, and perhaps if you went to him for a beracha, he can help you in a miraculous way.”

The husband was doubtful about this. He had never been to a Rabbi before and he didn’t believe in this stuff. “Look, you
can go see him but the way I look - do you think he’d even agree to see me?” The doctor assured him that R” Chaim saw all
types of people and if he was interested, he would take the husband into to see the Rav himself. Reassured, the man agreed.

The doctor accompanied the irreligious man to Bnei Brak a few days later and managed to get in to see R’ Chaim. As they
walked into the room, the doctor spoke to R’ Chaim and told him that this man was married for a number of years and was
not blessed with children. He was here today to receive a blessing from the Rav.

R’ Chaim lifted up his holy eyes and looked at the non-religious man. The first thing he noticed, was that the man had a
huge hairdo and a ponytail hanging down the back of his neck. R’ Chaim said to the doctor, 75y N> Ny 10wy my” (literally,
“Two Females? This cannot work.”) R’ Chaim is a man of few words but when he speaks, every word counts. What he
was saying was that this man had hair akin to a female, and if so, how can two females give birth to a child?

“What should he do?”” asked the doctor, unsure if R> Chaim was joking with his words or serious.

“Cut your hair,” R” Chaim said to the man in Hebrew, “and you will see benefit.”

The doctor heard his words and replied, “But Rebbi, it is now Sefiras Haomer. Should he cut his hair now?”

R’ Chaim told him to wait until Lag Baomer and then cut his hair. The man was so taken aback by the Rav and his powerful
words that on the morning of Lag Baomer, he took a haircut and cut off his ponytail, as well as trimmed his hair. Not
coincidentally, his situation improved and within a short time, he came to report the good news that his wife was expecting.

In the sefer Lachazos B’Noam Hashem, the author tells an interesting story about an Arab cleric who thought very highly
of himself. Every Friday, he would deliver a fiery sermon in his mosque and in the course of his words, he would whip his
followers up into a frenzy against the Jews of the city. He would concoct ridiculous visions that he saw in his prophecies, all
telling him to warn his fellow Muslims against the Jews and to do them harm. When Friday prayers let out, the Jews would
barricade themselves in their homes and shops, to avoid any confrontations with the frenzied mob from this Sheik’s mosque.

One Friday, a Jewish man dressed up as a Muslim and decided to take matters into his own hands. He waited until the
cleric had delivered his sermon and as he was leaving his mosque, he walked up to him and said, “Oh honored Sheik. I had a
vision that the prophet came to me and told me that you are the most honored Sheik in the whole world. He also told me that
if I could just get one hair from your beard, it will protect me all my life and I will surely enter the portals of Paradise.”

The Sheik was flattered by these words, and plucked a hair from his beard. The Jew kissed his hand and thanked him.
When all his followers saw what he did, they too demanded a hair from his beard. The Sheik plucked one, then another, then
another, from his face - but the already frenzied mob could not wait and they pounced on the suddenly hapless cleric. They
pulled and plucked and ripped every last hair from the man’s face. He was left mutilated and beardless for the rest of his life!
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Yechezkel HaNavi describes the various sacrifices that
will be offered during the seven-day inauguration ceremony
of the third Bais HaMikdash. Many important events have
taken place in the month of Nisan; notably, the redemption
of the Jews from Egypt, the Mishkan was first assembled
on Rosh Chodesh Nisan, and the Mizbeach was inaugurated
into service during the first 12 days of Nisan.

The first mitzvah commanded to the Jewish people was to
base the Jewish calendar on the phases of the moon, yet also
make it consistent with the solar seasons. This complicated
calendar must be edited and revised to accommodate all the

minor discrepancies. Why make things so complicated?

R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson z#”’l (Lubavitcher
Rebbe) explains that time was the first creation in the world;
thus, the sanctification of time is of sacred value to Klal
Yisroel. Jewish “time” is based on the moon with monthly
rises and falls, and minor solar adjustments. Like the moon,
Jews have times of spiritual ascent and decline, however, one
might need to utilize a dash of the sun’s continuity to remain
on course. Life can become creative with this continuous
self-revitalization, but it must always remain grounded in
unequivocal truths, faithfulness and consistency. It is no
simple task to merge the two calendars, lunar and solar, but
Jews aren’t afraid of working hard to achieve perfection.

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall
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A woman is obligated to bring a korban, a sheep or bird sacrifice, after giving birth to a child. If she does not have
enough money to offer an animal, she may bring two birds - turtledoves instead. We find this concept by other sacrifices as
well, however, the Torah uses a different terminology here: "nw »T NP X¥NN XY ONY' - “if it (money) does not come to her
hand for the sheep” - the posuk is not stressing the fact that she is poor (57) but that the money “did not come to her hand.”
I once heard a beautiful pshat in the name of the Alter Belzer Rebbe z¢”’I. He said that although a woman who just gave
birth may in fact lack the financial stability and comfort to afford what she needs, just like a metzora in next week’s parsha;
but after having a baby - such a joyous occasion, such a priceless gift - she cannot be called ">7" - poor. One who is blessed
with children is the richest person in the world! The Torah changed the wording here, alluding to this important lesson.
Monetary possessions are only for this world while our children and grandchildren are our nachas and riches even when
we are in the Olam HaEmes. They continue to elevate their parents and send them “gifts” and zechusim in the Next World.
As Yom Tov approaches and the bills get bigger, we often struggle under their weight and the amount we are spending.
But ultimately, spending time with children and eineklach is our greatest treasure. And it’s well worth it. May Hakadosh
Baruch Hu grant refuos and yeshuos to all who need it this chodesh as we all davened for in Rosh Chodesh bentching.

Two days before going to print, we were informed of the news that Rav Chaim Yosef Kofman zt”l, author of this column, the
Machsheves Halev, passed away. He was 84 years old and he was zoche to see many children and eineklach following in the ways
of the Torah. He was an inspiration tg us all and we will miss him and his remarkable Divrei Torah. ©»9 95 51 nyn 'H

TIDIT QAT ﬂ'@i_z 1—2@-@ wouldn’t have sent the second missile. In that case, why did
(Tia-3) NP NI NI TR BB O 151 AT 12 N PeM Hashem send the artillery shell to hit the gas line in the first
Yomn: Chacham Yehuda Adess zt”l recalls an amazing place? Why bring missile number one to cause the fire and
story. During the 1948 War of Independence, which the then missile number two to put out the fire?”
State of Israel fought against her enemies, an artillery shell The answer, given by Rabbi David Sutton shlit’a (Daily

was launched from an Arab position into one of the small
enclaves in Meah Shearim. The shell hit a gas line and a
fire erupted. It is a small neighborhood with close houses,
and the potential for a catastrophic event could have burned
down the whole neighborhood. However, less than thirty
seconds later, another shell hit the same area, this time it
landed directly on a water line, which exploded sending up
streams of water and dousing the gas line before it could
spread. It was a truly unbelievable miracles.

Many people wondered about this. “Obviously,” they put
forth, “Hashem did not want the neighborhood to burn down

Emuna), is that maybe the local residents needed a little fear
of the first fire to cause them to pray and rely on Hashem to
bring the second shell and the water to put out the flames.

Yems: The Medrash tells us that the kohen makes a loud
pronouncement that the man afflicted with zzaraas is impure.
This is done so other people should hear and pray for his
recovery from the affliction. The person, too, must sit in
isolation and contemplate what he did wrong to deserve the
affliction and daven to Hashem to be forgiven. Everything in
life has a cause and effect. With regard to the leper, his sin of
Lashon Hara caused him to be afflicted. He can effect great

or people should get hurt, because if that was meant to be, He _ change by having people - and himself - daven for his relief.
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How many thousands of books have been written on the millions of miraculous details involved in the process of birth.
The Zohar describes this mind boggling phenomenon by saying, "n Pwyn 111 M1". How awesome is the works of Hashem!
When a healthy baby is born to a young couple, it is often of the greatest and most unappreciated blessings in the world. It is
human nature to assume that all will go well and every tiny organ and cell being formed will be correct. Only when
something goes wrong 5", do we realize how much chessed is involved in the process. We must appreciate the miraculous
hand of Hashem in conception, pregnancy, birth and raising a healthy child. It is not to be taken for granted. The Zohar also
describes the spiritual process that takes place when a neshama is being prepared to be placed in a newborn baby. First, the
neshama is split into two. One half is placed in a baby boy and the other is placed in a baby girl. These two children grow
up, and if they are zoche, they will meet and reunite in marriage. They then become, once again, a whole neshama.

Many have asked: what does the Zohar mean with the words, “If they are zoche? Doesn’t everyone marry the other half of
their neshama? Isn’t one’s zivug preordained 40 days before conception? (2nvo) The Steipler Gaon z¢”’l (L’shichno Tidrishu)
explains that the zechus of marrying the other half of one’s neshama is a "n>Tp M2V - it is an opportunity that is given to every
single individual. If Reuven is the bashert for bas Shimon, then Reuven will be given the chance to marry her before he marries
anyone else. Any other shidduch will be prevented min Hashamayim from occurring until Reuven and his preordained zivug
meet. Once they’ve met, though, it is not conclusive that they will get married. It is their free choice, like any other mirtzvah.
They can take the shidduch or push it away for any number of reasons. But they have the choice. May we all make the best
of the choices we are given to make the right decisions, and see the miracles Hashem places before us at all times.




