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and the manner in which a true leader must lead.”

Swna: The lesson which the great prophet Tishbi was

imparting was that a person - most notably a leader of

people - must not consider himself above his flock. One
SERJES IN HALACHAH

ﬁbﬁ\sﬂj TINYD AN DD By e WE

The Seventh Dav of Pesach - nos Yv syrav

The Seventh day of Pesach - the Yom Tov of po © nyp - is
the only Yom Tov that we don’t say the beracha "»wnnv" in
Kiddush and by Candle-lighting. This is not a reflection of the
low point of Yom Tov but rather it is a high point showing that
the seventh day is truly the climax of Pesach. Bnei Yisroel had
come out of slavery in Egypt but they were not fully free until
Krias Yam Suf, and the Shirah they sang on that day was a high
point in our history. This is also a crucial part of our davening
every morning and every night. We say "¢ ' every morning
in Pesukei D’zimra, and immediately following Krias Shema
we thank Hashem again for the many details of Krias Yam Suf,
in the tefillah "wrmax ", We then say a shortened version of
the Shirah together in the tefillah of "Tw0 »3" and ©OW> T 7N’
"1y right before Shemona Esrai. Similarly, each night in
Maariv, after saying Krias Shema, we basically do the same
thing with a few different expressions.

NDA HY YNNI NS S v is the time of the year when we
delve into this great episode, paint ourselves a picture of how it
happened and what really took place, and gear ourselves to say
this daily Shirah all year round, with gratitude and simcha.

The Power of 9 . The Mishna Berurah in the laws of
Pesukei D’zimra () quotes the Zohar: “One should say the
N DY with joy and imagine in his mind that on that day he
(was saved) and passed through the Yam Suf. One who says

W HEN

R’ Chanoch Henach of Alexander ZT”’L would say:

must always be attuned to the feelings, fears, hopes and
needs of a fellow Jew and should not proceed with an
agenda that will compromise another’s feeling of security
and well-being in order to accomplish what he wants.
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with joy will gain Heavenly forgiveness for all his sins.” In the
words of the great Chacham, Rabbeinu Chaim Yosef Dovid
Azulai ZT”’L,the Chida ©): “One should imagine he is standing
on dry land surrounded by the sea, the Egyptian pursuers
drowning and himself being saved. This creates atonement.”
Standing. Even though the Mishna Berura doesn’t mention
that one should stand while saying "»w» W', the custom among
Ashkenazim is to stand all the way from "77 7120 until after
"mne". This is based on Ty oW Wp. 3)

Davening on noo bw swav. The sefer nmayn v mo> @

stresses the importance of saying the following tefillos on the

seventh day of Pesach with extra concentration and simcha:

1) The Maariv beracha right after Krias Shema. This is the
actual night when these miracles happened, and the details
il "oxaw SN0 'n nnx T are all "NowT P (relevant to this
day). Also, since this is the time when these miracles occurred
it has the potential for such miracles to happen again () either
in the original way or in comparable ways ©). The Gemara
tells us that 7y ©2Pw and ® NEYM are compared to © MYP
9o and salvation in those areas is also a big part of the day.

2) The tefillah of "¢ W' in the morning.

3) The beracha after the morning Krias Shema.

An uplifting recital of these important sections of davening, on
the actual day that the events mentioned in them took place, can
help one say them properly and intently a whole year.

SR R

19 N DY 19198 (2) ¥7PO N) )0 (1)
YN 797 Y"!9 (5) © P99 © WY (4) 1-1> (3)
"28 'ny D'8T POVINIP 2909 101D DIV (6)
VP DN (8) 2 HVID (7) DIMWTPN DVA

“One of the great lessons of Krias Yam Suf is how much Hashem despises ga’avah - pride. The Medrash records
that the sea did not wish to comply with Moshe’s request that it split for Bnei Yisroel. The sea told Moshe, ‘I will not
split for you for I am greater than you, since I was created on the third day of creation, whereas you were created only
on the sixth day.” When Hashem heard the sea express this haughty attitude, He immediately told Moshe, ‘Raise your

staff and extend your hand over the sea and split it’ - hit the boastful one and break it apart!

12°

Chacham Rabbeinu Eliyahu Di Vidas ZT”’L (Reishis Chochma) would say:

“Envy causes harmful physiological reactions. An envious person always feels sad and miserable. He is unable to
daven or learn Torah since his mind is preoccupied. He cannot enjoy the food he eats. When one is envious of what
another has, he is full of worry, suffering and misery, while the person he envies is happy and able to enjoy himself.”

A Wise Man would say:

“A professional is one who does his best work when he feels the least like working!”
DEDICATED BY MR & MRS SHUA & NECHAMA NISENBAUM WITH SHEVACH AND HODAAH
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There was once a poritz (gentile landowner) who was strapped for cash and decided to ask a wealthy Jew, who lived
on his estate, to lend him a large sum of money. The Jew, anticipating great hardship in being the creditor of this poritz,
went to a friend in a nearby village and begged him to lend the money to the poritz. The friend, likewise wary of the
poritz, refused his request. After much persuasion, however, he agreed to lend the money, on the condition that his friend
act as guarantor. The agreement was made, and the friend from the nearby village gave the money to the poritz.

As expected, when the loan became due, the poritz did not return the money. Consequently, the creditor went to his
friend and demanded that as guarantor, he pay the poritz’s debt. But his friend declined.

“True, I agreed to be a guarantor,” explained the man, “but I never committed myself to pay you unless you first go to
the poritz and claim your debt. If he refuses to pay you, then I will reimburse you.”

“No, sir!” cried the lender. “ I never thought of it that way. I never wanted to have anything to do with the poritz in the
first place. Only after you convinced me that by acting as guarantor on the loan, you’d accept responsibility for it under
all circumstances, did I lend it so that I could claim the money from you instead of having to go to the poritz!”

“Too bad,” said the first man, refusing to assume the title of Arev Kablan, i.e. a guarantor who bears full responsibility
for repaying the loan. “I’m just a simple guarantor, and I don’t care what you had in mind. Go to the poritz first!”

Since the two could not reach an agreement, they decided to go to the great Posek, R’ Sholom Mordechai Hakohen
Schwadron ZT”’L (Maharsham), also known as the Brezhaner Rav, for a din Torah. When they appeared before the
Maharsham, they were certain that the Rabbi would look into the complicated halachos of Arvus (guarantorship) and
require at least a few hours, if not days, in order to decide their case.

Instead, the Maharsham surprised them. “My dear yidden,” he said on the spot, “may I draw your attention to the
words of Chazal in Pesachim (:7p) that clearly deal with your case. The gemara expounds on the posuk in the Tehillim:
(- ©9NN) ' PO D2 0> DY I - ‘And they (Bnei Yisroel) rebelled on the sea, at the Red Sea.” When they came to the Red
Sea, the Children of Israel acted rebelliously against Hashem’s promise to rescue them from their Egyptian pursuers. They
said, ‘Just as we are coming up from this side, the Egyptians will go up on the other side (and capture us).” Then the Holy
One, Blessed is He, spoke to the heavenly prince of the sea (0> ¥ ), commanding him, ‘Spew the Egyptians out on
the shore.” The prince of the sea said to the Holy One, Blessed is He, ‘Can there be a slave who is given a gift by his
master, and then the master takes the gift back?’ Hashem said to him, ‘T will give you one and a half times as much as
they are!” Then the prince spoke to Hashem. ‘Lord of the Universe! Can there be a slave who presses charges against his
masters?’ Hashem responded, ‘Let the River Kishon serve as a guarantor!” At that, the prince of the sea immediately
spewed them out onto dry land, and the Children of Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the shore.”

The Maharsham had quoted the entire passage from gemara by heart, to the astonishment of the litigants. Then, he
commented, “Even though one usually is expected to get repaid on a loan from the borrower himself and not from the
guarantor, that applies only to an ordinary guarantor. In the case of the River Kishon, however, since there cannot be a
slave who charges his master, the River Kishon is considered a guarantor who assumes surety on the loan and is charged
first under all circumstances. If so,” concluded the Maharsham, “your case is exactly the same. The person who
volunteered to be a guarantor, without specifying what kind of guarantor, must be regarded as an Arev Kablan, and thus

must assume full responsibility for repaying the loan!”
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Swn: Late one Friday night, Chacham Rabbeinu
Avraham Tzorfati ZT’L, dozed off in the midst of his
learning and he saw, in his dream, a vision of an old man
with a long flowing beard coming towards him.

The man, Eliyahu HaNavi, spoke. “My son, who was
the greatest prophet in history?”

“Moshe Rabbeinu, of course,” was the quick reply.

“If so,” replied Eliyahu HaNavi, “Why didn’t he sing
Shirah (songs of praise) even before the Egyptians
drowned? Shouldn’t the greatest of prophets known that

his enemies would drown and his nation saved? Why
didn’t he trust in this miracle and begin to sing before?”
The Chacham realized that this was no ordinary question
and that he was being tested. He chose his words carefully.
“Surely, Moshe could have sung before the Egyptians
drowned. But as a dedicated shepherd to his flock, he
understood that his people were not fully convinced and
were as yet afraid. Thus, they were not prepared to sing
Shirah and Moshe did not want to sing without his people.”
Eliyahu HaNavi beamed. ‘“This is the correct response

<><><<P> <> <> <> <> << <P <D< <D <D <P <D< <P

omam O I o2 TR SR 1
(oo nwaw) 0 TN TYAMA Tvan oY
The Great White Sea. Both awe-inspiring and mystifying.
The majestic waves and the shimmering blue/green of the
ocean surface, doesn’t even begin to compare to the
dizzying depths, the formidable sea creatures and the vibrant
plant life of the ocean floor. And who can forget the
shipwrecks? How much gold and silver lies on the bottom
of the many oceans and seas that constitute a full three-
quarters of the earth’s surface? Untold numbers of ships and
sea vessels, loaded with precious materials have matched up
against the tempestuous seas - and wound up battered and
broken - their cargoes spilled out in stunning disarray.

And yet, there was one moment in time, when the sea
met its match - and gave way to the “ocean” of humanity
passing through it. That was the miracle of Krias Yam Suf.

R’ Simcha Sheps ZT”’L quotes the Medrash: “The Sea
saw and retreated: It saw Yisroel coming with the bounty
of Egypt in their hands.” The “bounty in their hands”?
Undoubtedly, they carried the immense wealth of Egypt on
the backs of their donkeys and in their caravans. Yet, Chazal
were making a point here. Many people are blessed with
wealth and riches, however, it is not they who control their
money; it is their money that controls and consumes them.
Their entire lives revolve around the pursuit of ever more
gold, ever more riches, without the slightest concern for
restraint or self-control. In such a case, when these rich
men “take on” the sea, the sea responds mercilessly and
they and their wealth end up at the bottom of the ocean.

But Bnei Yisroel came with the wealth “in their hands” in
their control, with no regard for greed or earthly desires.
Their eyes were turned to Heaven, even if their coffers were
overflowing with wealth. When the sea saw how the Jews
handled their wealth, at once it gave way for them to pass.
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The holy Baal Shem Tov ZT”L established a custom
to eat a third meal on the last day of Pesach. This meal is
known as ‘“Moshiach’s Meal,” for on this day the
Messianic radiance is revealed. This revelation
foreshadows the future redemption. The last day of Pesach
is a day which is added only in the Diaspora. The essence
of the added day is that in chutz la’aretz (out of Israel), the
Jewish people can transform one mundane day into a period
of kedusha. On Acharon shel Pesach, we transform this
day into a festival of freedom and redemption for this is the
very essence of the imminent redemption - converting
Golus itself into actual Geulah, so that the Almighty is
revealed even at the very lowest levels of creation.

In certain circles, there is also a custom at this special
meal to drink four cups of wine akin to the four cups that
are drunk at the Seder, on the first two nights of Pesach. The
Rashab, R’ Sholom Dov Ber Schneerson ZT”L explains
that the first days of Pesach echo the redemption from
Egypt. The accent in this redemption is on the beginning of a
new period, a period in which the world was granted
permanence and fulfillment through Kabbolas HaTorah. For
Yetzias Mitzrayim itself was a preparation for the Torah;as
Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu when He first sent him on
his mission: “When you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you will serve the Lord on this mountain.” We
drink four cups of wine at the seder to relate to the four
expressions of redemption that began in Egypt.

The Last Day of Pesach, by contrast, foreshadows the
future redemption. Here the stress is on the end of a period,
the end of Golus with its distinctive mode of divine service.
The four cups relating to the future redemption remind us
that the end of Golus is near: Moshiach is on his way!
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The great Tanna, Rabi Akiva, teaches that all the writings of the Torah are holy, but the book known as Shir Hashirim
is deemed the “Holy of Holies.” For this reason we read, at the outset, the words, "9 MW NP - “Kiss me with the
kisses of your mouth.” The question is: What exactly are we asking Hashem for with this heartfelt request?

The answer is that this is truly the underlying theme of the entire sefer Shir Hashirim. It is our passionate yearning above
all else to be connected deeply to our Beloved Master of the world. A npw) (kiss) is the natural way for people to show love
to one another. When Hashem grants life to a person, He attaches His essence to that person by breathing into him a soul,
literally a piece of Himself. Similarly, a “’kiss of death” is when Hashem attaches Himself to the soul of a person and “pulls
out” the neshama, as He did with Moshe Rabbeinu. We experienced a similar “kiss of Hashem™ at Har Sinai when we heard
the voice of Hashem, were kissed by His words through angels (Medrash), and our souls were actually removed from our
mortal encasing in order to become one with the Almighty Himself. Only later, were we revived. A kiss is sharing a “ruach”
(spirit) between the two parties. It is an attachment, a spiritual closeness that we yearn to have with Hashem.

May all of Klal Yisroel merit to live their lives with closeness to Hashem as their primary goal, so that they will never
miss a single kiss of the truest and most purest love - Hashem’s love to His Nation. May we sing the song of all songs and
receive the kiss of all kisses in our times, as we greet Moshiach Tzidkainu, speedily and in our days, amen!




