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In invoking punishment upon the evildoers, Moshe Rabbeinu davened and
said: "If the Almighty creates a new thing, and the earth opens wide its mouth,
and swallows them up ... then you shall know that these men have provoked the
Almighty.” Moshe's prayer seems to contradict the well known Mishnah in
Pirkei Avos (n-ny: "Ten things were created on Erev Shabbos at twilight: the
mouth of the earth (which engulfed Korach and his followers); the mouth of the
well (which provided water for the Jews in the desert); the mouth of the donkey
(which spoke to Bilaam)." Surely Moshe, who was taught all facets of the
Torah during his period on Har Sinai, would have been familiar with this
teaching, and that the earth already had a propensity to open at the right
moment. Why did he refer to it as a "New Creation"?

The Torah Temimah, R' Boruch Epstein ZT"L, explains that in fact, this
question is asked in different words by the gemara (>p PY1M0): "Surely there
is nothing new under the sun!" The gemara replies that although the earth,
already had its "mouth," it might not necessarily have opened at that particular
spot. As we find after Kayin killed his brother Hevel, Tosafos tells us that the
earth opened to swallow the blood of Hevel, leaving no trace or stain on the
ground. True, the earth did have a propensity to open up, but not necessarily in
one specific spot. Moshe's prayer was simply that the opening should be
transferred to the spot where Korach was standing. If we examine Moshe's
words, we see, in fact, that he never questioned the existence of this
phenomenon, for after all, Moshe referred to the earth opening it's mouth for he
knew that it already had this ability.
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R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT"L would say:

"The gematria of "¢»n is 311, same as the word "y, We see from this
that only one who sees to the needs of another Jew, who acts like a true iy -
Jriend, is worthy to be considered a v« - (Honorable) person."

R' Eliyohu ZT"L of Vilna (Vilna Gaon) would day:

"The primary purpose of life is to strengthen one's own ability to overcome
negative character traits. For if one does not work on himself, his life is not
worth living."

An Old and Accomplished Artisan would say:
"One thing we all must learn is patience. The Lord didn't feel it necessary to
create the world all in one day. What makes one think that he can?"
MANY THANKS TO DR AND MRS YANKI KIFFEL FOR SPONSORING THIS ISSUE
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The Ba'al Hatanya looked up at his son and asked, "Well, the very same
question that you asked me, could be asked here as well: Why did Moshe first
fall on his face, before giving his answer? Could he not have responded
immediately to their illegitimate requests? The answer, my dear son, is that our
exalted leader, Moshe Rabbeinu, actually suspected for a moment that perhaps
this protest was really being placed upon him from Heaven, while Korach was
no more than a messenger. If this were so, and Moshe were to give an answer
at once, then some other questioner would no doubt be summoned from Above
to pose the same query afresh. He therefore fell on his face first, in order to
meditate a while as to whether there really was any fragment of pride in
himself. After thoroughly searching liis soul and finding that this was not the
case, he knew that this was no divine messenger confronting him, but simply
quarrelsome Korach. Only then, could he go ahead and give his answer." R’
Shneur Zalman smiled at his son. "Today, a similar thing happened to me!"
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Many people are quite skilled in finding fault with others. But suppose one
wanted to criticize Moshe Rabbeinu in public. What defects would he try to
bring up? That he was not a good speaker, perhaps. Or that he used to be a
shepherd in Midian, lacking the background for leadership. Or that he hadn't
really wanted the job in the first place. But one thing he could hardly be
condemned for was pride, haughtiness, or love of honor. The Torah states
explicitly: "The man Moshe was very humble, more than any man on the face
of the earth," and gives many examples of this. And yet MmN - Haughtiness, is
Just what Korach condemned him and Aharon for! "You take too much upon
yourselves .... Why then do you lift yourselves up, above the assembly of the
L-rd?" Korach was the most arrogant of people, and he tried to pin his own
defect onto Moshe! How can we understand this?

R' Yaakov Haber Shlit"a suggests the following: When we have a defect,
and realize that someone else does not, we feel uncomfortable in his presence.
The only way we feel we can come to terms with this is by accusing the other
person of having the same defect, even more strongly than we do. So it was
with Korach and his arrogance. He could only feel good about himself by
accusing Moshe and Aharon of arrogance with their special privileges, which
was nonsense. What can we learn from this? When we find ourselves attacking
someone and finding fault, it behooves us to step back for a moment and
search ourselves. For apart from the sin of Lashon Hara, which is serious
enough, perhaps we are merely holding a mirror up to our own weaknesses.
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A virulent opponent of Chassidim once came to the Ba'al Hatanya, R’

Shneur Zalman of Liadi ZT”L, and expressed his antagonism toward the

Chasidic movement. Among his many criticisms, he confronted the Rebbe with

allegations of pride. "Look, you even have your very own private attendant
stationed at your door at all times," protested the man with a smug grin.

The tzadik closed his eyes and rested his head on his arms, as he often did
when in deep contemplation. After an interval of silence, he sat up and replied,
"The expression the Torah uses for the leaders of the people is, 99N YwN
PoNW - "The heads of thousands of Yisroel,” from which we see that our
leaders are known as "heads.” Now, even though the head and body are joined
to each other, nevertheless they are clothed separately, and differently. Why so?
Because the head must be distinct - elevated higher - above the rest of the body,
Just as the head of any generation must be separate from the people.”

Surprisingly, the questioner noddded in agreement, finding the answer
satisfactory, and went on his way. But the Rebbe’s son, R' Dov Ber of
Lubavitch ZT"L, successor to his father, was left with a different question:
"Father, in order to give that answer there was no need for you to rest your head
on your arms. Why did you not give him his answer immediately?"

Replied his father, "When Korach came with his vicious protestations
against Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon Hakohen, the posuk tells us, "And Moshe
heard, and he fell on his face.” It was only sometime after that, that Moshe gave
his response to Korach: In the morning, Hashem would make the matter clear."
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