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When Moshe warned that the ground was about to open up and swallow

the sinners, he used the words 7NN TNN NNY9Y” - which translates to mean
"the earth will speak” rather than say "nnIRD DNNYY - "the earth will
open.” The Tosfos Yom Tov, R' Yom Tov Lippman ZT"L says a great
chiddush. Korach's chief complaint was that Moshe was no better than
anyone else. Just as he heard Hashem speak on Har Sinai, so too, did the
rest of Bnei Yisroel. He was clearly wrong and since these were the words
of his complaint, Hashem punished him in kind. Hashem told Moshe to say
that not only would the earth open to swallow Korach, but that it would also
speak, clearly stating that Korach has descended to the lowest possible
level. This amazing "voice" emanating from the earth was heard besides the
regular din of an earthquake. Thus, Korach was punished n7n 75 00 -
measure for measure. He equated the celestial roar that the Jews heard from
Hashem on Har Sinai, with hearing clear articulated words, as Moshe had at
that time. Likewise, Hashem had the earth open and swallow him,
accompanied not only by a general sound, but also by a miraculous never-
before-experienced clear articulation of the earth saying that Korach has
descended to the lowest abyss alive.
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R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT''L would say:

"T've been asked if its in our belief that scientists should search for life on
Mars. One should search and if he doesn't find it there, he should look
elsewhere. Because to just sit by and say that Hashem didn't create life
elsewhere is to put limits on G-d, and no one can do that!"

R' Hirsch Shore ZT"L would say:
"Common sense is instinctive. But in today's day and age, enough of it is
considered genius!"

R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L would say:

"Shlomo Hamelech writes in Koheles, 'Hashem created man straight, but
they invented many calculations.” The many calculations, are the enemies
of happiness!"

A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO DANIEL YANIV 57) ON HIS AUFRUF AND

UPCOMING MARRIAGE. MAZEL TOY TO MR AND MRS DOVID YANIV
For all inquiries and m4yn, please call 845-282-9081 or E-mail: TorahTavlin@aol.com
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time the host noticed that you weren't eating, all the food was gone. R’
Moshe went into the kitchen to try to find something, but it was not a
portion befitting the Rov of Anipoli. By this time you were berating the
host and the waiters and the guests and even the bride and groom
themselves. By bentching and Sheva Brochos, you had been all but
forgotten. You went home broken, angry and bitter."

"Yes, it's all true," cried the Rov, "It was a very depressing evening."

"Aha," said R' Zusha, "There's the difference. When the messenger
came to my house, [ was taken aback. What a kind gesture! R' Moshe is
inviting me to the wedding of his daughter?! What have I done to deserve
an invitation to the wedding?! So I went two hours early and asked what I
could do to help set up. I ate a full meal and was honored with bentching
and reciting the Sheva Brochos."

"You see," R' Zusha smiled at the Rov of Anipoli, "Your attitude has a
lot to do with the problem.You wanted everything, but you ended up with
nothing. Zusha didn't ask for anything, but he got it all!"
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The episode of the rebellion of Korach and his men is shocking, but at
the same time full of lessons for our own day and age. Hashem tells
Moshe to tell the people to separate from the "mishkan” of Korach. The
word "mishkan" can be interpreted to mean the dwelling place of Korach.
However, says R' Mordechai Gifter ZT'L, it also has a very profound
implication which perhaps tells the whole story. A mishkan is a temple.
The ideas that Korach had were not just something he spoke about in the
privacy of his home. He spoke about the necessity to rebel and negate the
authority of Moshe to everyone. His tent became the "Temple of Korach”
the source of a new movement and a new religion. This aspect of Korach's
ideas was most dangerous and struck at the heart of our people and their
devotion to Hashem. By opening up the ground and swallowing Korach,
Hashem Himself intervened to establish the truth of the mission of Moshe.

Today, we are not likely to see the ground open up. However, there are
movements just as destructive to our people as the "Temple of Korach."”
The temples of other forms of Judaism are the modern day Temples of
Korach and what they are offering is not the true faith. We must remain
vigilant to ensure that the children of Hashem remain devoted to Him.
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In the town of Anipoli there were two Rabbis: The Chassidishe Rebbe,
R' Zusha ZT'"L, and the town Rov, a Misnagged. R' Zusha was always
happy despite the fact that he had nothing but troubles, poverty and ill-
health. The Rov on the other hand, despite his honorable position in the
community, was always unhappy, depressed and angry. One night, bitter
and frustrated, he went to ask R' Zusha for help. "How is it that you are
always so happy and content and I can't seem to find peace in any
situation? What do you have that I don't have?" asked the bewildered Rov.

R' Zusha thought for a moment. "Let me give you an example," he
offered. "When R' Moshe, the local philanthropist, made a wedding for his
daughter recently, he dispatched a messenger to personally invite the
special citizens of Anipoli. When the messenger came to your house, you
demanded to see the guest list. You saw that you were 14th on the list.
'Chutzpah!' you shrieked, and decided that you would attend, but come
late. When you arrived, all the guests were sitting at the tables already and
eating the festive meal. There were no empty places to be found." The Rov
nodded in amazement; It was all true!

"Soon," continued R' Zusha, "R' Moshe saw you looking for a place to
sit. 'Rabbi," he called out, 'where have you been?' He brought you a chair,
but you sat behind somebody else. You were furious, but nobody was
really paying any attention to you. The waiter didn't even see you. By the
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