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The Halachah states that when one davens, he should do so in his
P DN - permanent spot, as it says, "Avrohom arose early in the
morning, to the place where he had stood before Hashem." From this
posuk, the gemara (:1 mo12) derives that one should designate for himself
a fixed place for prayer. The question is, every small child knows that
Hashem's glory fills the entire world. He is everywhere! Why, then, is it
necessary to have a specific place for davening?

R' Gavriel Medini ZT"L, uncle of the famous author of sefer Sdei
Chemed, R' Chaim Chizkiyah Medini ZT"L, gives an answer with an
example from everyday life. Both rich and poor people eat on dishes.
However, even people who own fine china and crystal also own cheaper
dishes, although, only the former are kept on display. Generally, assigning
something a prominent place is a sign that that thing is more valued than
an item that is tucked away.

Similarly, assigning a fixed place to prayer and keeping that place
clean and respectable is a sign that one values prayer. This, in turn has a
positive effect on the manner and efficacy of one's prayer.
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R' Aryeh "Leibchik" Broida ZT"L would say:
"We might not know which is greater, the consistent goodness of the
righteous or the sudden righteousness of the wicked. The Torah teaches
us, therefore, that consistency is the greater good."

R' Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT"L (the Chid"a) would say:

"Ephraim, the son of Yosef Hatzaddik, was named after Avrohom and
Yitzchak Avinu. How so? "Ephraim" means "two ashes" referring to the
ashes of Avrohom, as if Avrohom had given his life in Nimrod's furnace,
and to the ashes of Yitzchak, as if Yitzchak had died in the akeidah."

R' Avigdor Miller Shlit"a would say:
"Why is the name »pnx>», which means “he will laugh" in the future
tense? Because for the moment, it is the non-Jews and those who discount

our beliefs who laugh at us, but we in the future, will have the last laugh!”
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by then heard of the use to which the previous letter had been put and
adamantly refused to write another. The man begged and cried but to no
avail. '

"Let me explain to you why [ will not issue you another letter," said
the Rov, after the man begged for an explanation. We know that a Jewish
drunkard is referred to as being 09 "W wprwr - "Drunk as Lot". Now if
we look in the Torak we see that the first person mentioned that actually
became drunk was not Lot, but rather Noach. Why then, do we always
link drunkenpess to Lot? The answer is that Noach had only sons - no
daughters that needed to be married off, so he could afford to become
drunk. Lot, however, had two daughters, and he could not get away with
drinking away all of his money for he would need that money to arrange
marriages for his daughters. Still, he became a drunk and therefore, he
has become the symbol of the foolish drunkard!"
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The medrash says that Hashem appeared to Avrohom "~Xnn »oN2" -
in the land belonging to Mamre, and that this was actually a reward to
Mamre for advising Avrohom to circumcise himself. On this, many of the
commentaries ask the obvious question: Why did Avrohom even ask
Mamre's opinion? After all, Hashem had commanded him to do the
circumcision and Mamre's opinion would not have made a difference!

R' Yoel Teitlebaum, ZT"L, the Satmar Rebbe, notes that when
Hashem was prepared to create man, He asked the angels' opinion. Rashi
in Parshas Bereishis explains that this teaches humility, for if Hashem
had seen fit to ask the angels' opinion, then certainly a great man should
ask the opinion of lesser men. According to the medrash, though, the
angels advised Hashem not to create man. This teaches yet another
lesson, that although a great person should seek the advice of lesser
people, he should nevertheless do what he knows is right and not feel like
he is obligated to listen to their advice.

It was with this kind of humility, that Avrohom asked the opinions of
three men before circumcising himself: Aner, Eshkol, and Mamre. It
turns out that Mamre was doubly fortunate - not only did Avrohom ask
his opinion, but he also gave the correct answer. As a reward for this,
Hashem appeared to Avrohom in Mamre's territory.
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A man with an unsavory reputation of being a drunkard lived in the city
of Frankfort. He would spend a good deal of his time and most of his
money in the local taverns, while his family suffered the indignity of it all.
Finally, his wife prevailed upon him to go to the Rov, R' Avrohom Abish
ZT"L, and ask for some assistance. The man came to the Rov and
explained, "Rebbe, I have a daughter to marry off and no money to do it
with. Please help me. If you were to give me a letter of endorsement, I will
probably be able to raise the necessary funds by collecting door to door. R’
Abish felt bad for the man and complied, writing a strong letter of
endorsement.

On the strength of the Rov's letter, the man was very successful in his
fund-raising, and received one very large contribution. The man was
deliriously happy, and decided it was time to celebrate. With the money in
hand, he ran to his favorite pub where he became so drunk that he passed
out. After some time, he regained consciousness and when he felt ready to
continue on with his mission, he felt through his pockets and realized that
his precious letter of recommendation from the Rov had disappeared.
Crying bitterly, he saw no other way but to run back to R" Abish and beg
him for another letter of endorsement. Sheepishly, he came before the Rov,
the smell of liquor still emanating from his breath. However, R' Abish had
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