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Rashi tells us that Shever Levi replaced the firstborn of each tribe, as the
kohanim in the Mishkan. The p>yy1da lost that right after having participated in
the episode of the golden calf, while the Leviim abstained. However, if the tribe
of Levi was so heroic, why did Hashem want to destroy them as well? After all,
before Moshe came down the mountain and found the golden calf, Hashem had
spoken about wiping out everyone and beginning anew with Moshe alone. Only
Moshe's incessant pleading on behalf of the people down below that saved the
Jewish Nation, including Shevet Levi, from extinction.

R' Noach Weinberg Shlit"a points out that although Shever Levi heeded
Moshe's call to wipe out the idol-worshippers, where were they before Moshe
came down the mountain? Should they not have responded to the situation
earlier? Why did they wait for Moshe before making their move to correct what
they knew to be deadly wrong? In this respect, they were complicit in the
treacherous act and deserved to be eradicated along with the rest of the nation.

We learn an important message from here: When the call of morality goes
out - act! Don't wait for someone else to lead the way, for another to make the
necessary move, or else it may be too late. Non-action can have dire
consequences in this world, and in the next one. Don't try to be a leader when it
is not necessary but, on the other hand, don't try to avoid the responsibility of
being a leader when you see the position vacant. It takes a crisis sometimes to
show us just who we are, what we are capable of achieving, and just what
Hashem expects from us in life.
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R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:

"The words »9nw» »a wny» are abbreviated in the word sa5. On the other
hand, these letters can also spell out the words » 1y s3ya y» - "Bad in the eyes
of Hashem." This alludes to the fact that for any Rov or leader of people, there
are no compromises and no short cuts, or else he will bring on the 'Bad."

R' Sholom Ber of Lubavitch ZT"L would say:
"It is better to eat in order to pray then to pray in order to eat!"

R' Eliyohu of Vilna ZT"L (Vilna Gaon) would say:

"When a maggid is to speak to Yidden, he should speak about strengthening
Torah study, for this is the fundamental principle upon which all of yiddishkeit
depends." MAZEL TOV TO SHLOIMIE SIMONOVITZ AND ELIE POLLAK
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moments before hurtling deep into the depths of the water. But then, as its last
moment of life approached, the Fah suddenly caught a glimpse of its
beautifully outstretched wings, skillfully manuevering the air currents, their
multicolored feathers glistening and glimmering in the sunlight. It began to
feel unexpectedly revived, a sudden desire for life surging through it and the
Fah changed course, now soaring higher and higher into the skies with
renewed enthusiasm and joy."

The Talmidim were listening raptly, staring at the pure and holy face of the
Sanzer Rebbe. "So it is with us," R' Chaim reflected. "When we look at
ourselves and our deeds, we can easily come to despair. How small and
insignifigant are we? How much potential have we wasted, how many precious
hours and minutes have we let slip through our fingers with nothing
accomplished? But when we look back at our unique heritage, our great and
holy ancestors and when we tell stories of our tzadikim and reflect on their
lives and deeds, we become refreshed. We are reminded of just what a Jew can
become. We once again have hope!"
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The first posuk in Sefer Bamidbar clearly defines to whom Hashem was
addressing His words. "Hashem spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of Sinai
from the Ohel Moed" 1f so, why are His actual words employed in the plural
term, 9N M2 NTY 97 wNA IR IRy - "Raise up (Take a census of) the head of
the entire assembly of Bnei Yisroel"? Hashem should have said myw» in the
singular tense, as He addressed Moshe alone. Why use the plural term mynwn

The Sephardic Chacham, R' Mordechai Hakohen Abadi ZT"L, answers
that the word »xwr has another interpretation. It connotes song, as it says in
Tehillim (3-n9). qn M Nt wer - "Take up the song and sound the drum."
Thus, here Hashem addressed, as it were, not only Moshe Rabbeinu, but also
the 7y Snn, and the 437 - wilderness, urging them to take notice of the
Jewish People and sing a song worthy of their honor. This song is to be sung
by Moshe Rabbeinu, the Ohel Moed, the wilderness, and, in fact, all of
creation, for the honor of "the entire assembly of Bnei Yisroel.” The men, who
accepted the study of Torah and fulfillment of its obligations deserve this Song
of Honor and so too, the women are deserving for maintaining their standard of
honor in Egypt. Despite having been under Egyptian rule, they did not breach
the guidelines of modesty and purity. This is what Chazal mean when they
comment that in the future, even the wilderness will praise Yisroel.
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One late night, after many consecutive hours of uninterrupted Torah study, a
few of the students in the famed yeshiva of the holy Divrei Chaim, R' Chaim
Halberstam ZT"L of Sanz, became weary. They began to shmooze amongst
themselves. But when Torah scholars start shmoozing they don't just talk about
anything! What do they talk about? They began to compare each other's Yichus
- lineage, tracing their backgrounds back to many of the holy Chassidishe
Rebbes. They traded stories about these great Masters who founded and
fostered the Chassidic movement. This went on for a short while.

Suddenly, the Rosh Yeshiva R' Chaim walked into the Beis Medrash.
Immediately, he perceived that the students had already left off studying. "And
what is all this shmoozing about," he asked, looking directly at the bochurim.
Embarrassed as they were, they had no choice but to confess. The oldest of the
the group found the courage to stammer, "We, we, were just trading stories of
tzadikim and the holy Rebbes."

"Is that so?" countered R' Chaim, "Then I also have a story to share." The
Rebbe smiled kindly to ease his students' uneasiness. "There was once a large
bird who lived on a desert island, and it was called the 'Fah.' The problem with
the Fah was that it was afflicted with painful and unseemly sores all over its
legs. Sometimes it would look at its legs and sink into utter desperation because
of the terrible sores, and it would then contemplate the idea of ending its misery
by hurling itself into the sea. Finally, it was unable to take it any longer. The
large Fah made its decision and took off in flight, preparing itself for its last
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